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PERSIAN ADVENTURER. 



CHAPTER I. 

A REVERSE. 

Well saith the sage Lokman, " Trust thou 
if thou wilt in him who has learned in the school 
of adversity ; but give me for my friend the man 
who hath endured the test of prosperity." During 
the earlier stages of Nadir's career, his course of 
victory and success had been so much chequered 
by difficulties and reverses, that the resources of 
his great mind, and the better qualities of his 
nature, were kept in continual exercise ; and even 
after his authority had been generally recognised, 
the turbulent character of the greater part of his 
subjects, and the restless disposition of his neigh- 
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bours, proved a powerful restraint upon his less 
amiable tendencies; as a regard to his own se- 
curity prevented him from rashly disgusting any 
of those adherents, who were useful in maintain- 
ing his authority, by undue severity or arrogance. 
It was not until all opposition was conquered ; 
all rebellion quelled ; all malcontents either si- 
lenced or subdued, and the wide realm of Iraun 
lay prostrate and powerless at his feet, that, con- 
scious of the unlimited authority with which his 
vast abilities and unexampled success had armed 
him, he suffered the evil propensities of his nature 
to betray themselves. His sagacity, forecast, and 
vigilance; his fortitude, firmness, and presence 
of mind ; nay, his temperance, his hardihood, and 
simplicity of personal habits, remained unabated ; 
for these were all the native, uneradicable qualities 
of his mind, or had by long habit become en- 
twined with it, until they were a part of his nature. 
But that vigilance and forecast had gradually be- 
come tinctured with suspicion and with jealousy, 
and his firmness and severity of discipline had 
increased or rather degenerated into harshness and 
cruelty. 

But this was not the worst feature of the change. 
The success of his bold enterprise against Hin- 
iostan, the faciUty of his conquest, and the 
astounding mass of plunder and riches which it 
threw so unexpectedly into his grasp, tended in- 
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cateulably on th^ one hand to excite the atrogance 
of successful ambition^ and on the other to deve*- 
lope and nourish with fatal rapidity the hitherto 
latent seeds of avarice — that gloomy and absorbing 
passion, which lurks perhaps in some dark comer 
of every human breast. 

The first of these evils, or at least its effects, 
were repressed or counterbalanced for a season by 
the acuteness of his judgment and the vigour of his 
powerful mind ; but when once the foul demon of 
avarice has been suffered to lift its voice in the soul, 
what mortal is able to silence its vicious sugges* 
tions? Unhappily it took full possession of Nadir's 
breast ; it irritated and increased every other bad 
propensity; it instigated him, who, though stern 
and rigid, was yet naturally j.ust and upright, to 
the most atrocious crimes, and was finally the cause 
of his ruin. 

The first symptoms of this rabid disease evinced 
themselves after the battle of Kumaul, excited 
doubtless by the unexpectedly large plunder of 
the Indian camp. The expectations so insanely 
excited by some of tlie Indian omrahs regarding 
the amount of subsidy or peishcush likely to be 
wrui^ from the court of Dehlee as a ransom from 
sack and pillage^ fostered this thirst for riches; 
and it was raised to its height by the possession 
of the whole tr^ksory, plate, and jewels of the 
emperor and his QoUeSy together with the enor- 
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mous plunder 6f the capital itself; all of which in 
the end fell into the conqueror's hands. The 
sight and the possession of such unimagined riches 
was too much even for the powerful mind of 
Nadir; and it is impossible to doubt that his judg- 
ment was obscured and his brain in some degree 
turned by it. Bewildering chimeras of boundless 
wealth took possession of his imagination^ and 
hardened his heart to the means of acquiring it. 
This it was which made him disregard, if he did 
not direct, the cruelties committed in the collec- 
tions at Dehlee, and which betrayed him into all 
the disgraceful atrocities which followed. 

No sooner had the army quitted Deh|ee, than 
two general orders were issued, which produced 
great discontent. The first, commanding the resto- 
ration to their friends of all Indian women, even 
although regularly married, has already been ad- 
verted to : it was a measure contrary to the ge- 
neral usage in such cases, and considered as an 
unwarrantable interference with the soldier's right 
of plunder. 

The other proclaimed that all jewels taken at 
Dehlee, and estimated above a certain value, were 
to be considered as the property of the crown ; 
and in order that the crown should not be de- 
frauded, it enjoined every individual to declare 
what jewels he had in his possession. 

An order of so peremptory a nature, impinging 
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more directly upon the soldier's hard-earned gains^ 
created a still wider alarm ; and it is easy to sup- 
pose that every possible means were resorted to 
for defeating an inquiry so odious. Accordingly, 
but few discoveries were made at first; and many 
persons entertained hopes that they had for ever 
escaped the danger of losing their property. 

But not thus was Nadir to be baffled. While 
passing the river Chunab near Seyalkote, whicb^ 
after the destruction of the bridge he had con* 
structedy was effected by boats, he directed a 
search so rigorous, that it was next to impossible 
to elude it. A guard, consisting of the most trusty 
and devoted men and officers, was established at 
this ferry, with orders to search all baggage and 
every individual as they passed, without any dis- 
tinction of rank whatsoever. Officers and men 
were alike subjected to this unpleasant ceremony, 
which was most rigorously performed, and which 
consequently delayed the progress of the amy 
for many days. 

By this means, undoubtedly, a large amoont of 
jewels and treasure was added to the royal khu* 
zaneh (treasury) ; for many perscms, particularly 
among the officers, unwilling to become iA^ecU of 
suspicicMa or ill-will, or dreading the eonseqaence* 
(^discovery, voluntarily sorreodered such jewels a# 
they possessed. A number of others were U/uitd 
either upon the persons of individuak, or bu/ied ia 
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the straw of the pack-saddles belonging to mules^ 
horses, or camels, or sewed into stuffed garments 
and padded caps, or in various other ways con* 
cealed; and when such intention of concealment 
was discovered after the publication of the order, 
the whole property of the individual, whether 
falling under the description prescribed in that 
order or not, was seized-and confiscated. 

But while much property was thus acquired by 
the crown, a still greater amount was lost to the 
army at large; for many persons, in hopes of 
eluding the search, buried their property and 
plunder, intending to return and recover it when 
the inquiry should have ceased. But this being 
entirely prevented by the shah's arrangements, it 
remained, and ever vnll remain, in the earth from 
whence it was originally taken, of use to no one. 
Others again, indignant at the rapacity which 
sought to deprive fiiithful and zealous servants 
of their well-earned property, openly or secretly 
threw the whole of it into the river. 

But the shah, not contented with this exact and 
invidious search, had recourse to still severer 
methods for discovering hidden jewels. Whoever 
was suspected of concealing such valuables, be his 
rank what it might, was seized and beaten, or 
otherwise tortured, in order to force him into sur- 
rendering them. Many men, and even officers of 
rank, were by these means lamed or maimed. 
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according to the caprice of his majesty, or the dis* 
positions of the officials who acted by his orders. 

These severe inquisitions increased rather ihm 
diminished in frequency during our march from 
Seyalkote to the banks of the Jylum. A number 
of men were put to death upon mere suspicion, 
and several oncers shamefully disgraced. Some 
persons, suspecte4 of swallowing valuable stones, 
in order that they might elude discovery during 
the search, were subjected to the harshest treat- 
ment for the recovery of the jewels j and in not a 
few instances^ when suspicion was strong, the 
unhappy creatures were actually put to death, 
and ripped open upon the chance of ^ding the 
missing gems. 

Such inhuman and tyrannical rapacity could not 
fail of producing a deep disgust in the minds of 
all the army; and there cannot be a stronger 
proof of the astonishing degree of moral restraint 
which this extraordinary man had established over 
an army, so numerous and heterogeneous in its 
composition, than their supine endurance of mea- 
sures so obnoxious in themselves, and carried into 
execution by means of atrocities so disgusting. 
Daring as was every individual in camp, in the 
fa(5e of an enemy, to rebel, — ^to resist the command 
of his general and king, never entered into the 
thoiights of either officer or man ; and surrounded 
as they were by fierce and hostile tribes, to fly, — to 
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desert, was impossible ; they had only to submit 
and endure. 

The same system, maintained by a succession 
of similar acts, continued during the whole of our 
rapid march along the skirts of the hilly country, 
to Rawil Pundee, at which town the army halted 
for a day. It was at this, to me, most memorable 
spot, that a change of the most painful and im- 
portant nature occurred in nly condition ; a 
change which, at the time, threatened me with 
utter destruction, and which continued for a Ipng 
time to influence most disastrously my prospects 
in life. 

There are epochs doubtless in the lives of men, 
when the star of their fortune shines forth with 
happy radiance, and the eye of their protecting 
angels vigilates over them with unwearied care. 
At such times every undertaking is certain to 
succeed ; every fiesh exertion is but a further 
step towards happiness and honour : but there are 
also seasons when malignant influences cloud that 
favouring star; when good angels slumber, and 
spirits of evil have power over the darkened fate, 
and then the cup of human life is tinged with 
bitterness ; the best meant efibrts fail, and every 
step that is taken proves but a deeper plunge into 
misfortune; and such evil influences surely pre- 
vailed over my destiny on this day. 

On the evening of our halt at Rawil Pundee, 
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having performed my round of duty, I repaired 
to the pavilion of audience : on approaching 
which I failed not to remark the tokens, of late 
but too frequent, of the bloody scenes which were 
proceeding within the inclosure. Some were 
issuing from the entrance, staggering like 
drunken men, bruised and maimed under the 
blows they had received ; others, with blood 
streaming from their mutilated countenances, or 
led, with blinded and bleeding eyes, to grope 
their cheerless way in darkness henceforth 
through the world. One or two strangled bodies 
lay outside the entrance ; and I was not a little 
startled, as well as shocked, to observe among 
the sufferers more than one of the Affshar sol- 
diers, who were followers, and imder especial 
command of my brother-in-law, Noor Mahomed. 

With a heart soured and sickened by these 
painful objects, I entered the inclosure, and soon 
found myself in presence of the shah, who was 
still engaged in examining and passing sentence 
on criminals. What was my horror at observing 
among those who stood in this condition before 
him, with arms bound and in charge of the fu- 
roshes, that very dear friend, my brother, Noor 
Mahomed ! 

Shocked and confounded as I was, I had suffi- 
cient presence of mind to refrain from imprudent 
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remarks ; but turning to an officer who stood near 
me, I requested to know of what crime the men at 
that time before his majesty ^ere accused. To 
my further amazement, I was informed that my 
brother-dn-law was one among several others who 
were suspected of having secreted a very valuable 
jika or aigrette of diamonds belonging to the Be- 
gum Malikeh-ul-zumaneh, the principal wife of 
the Emperor Mahomed, aad which in some way 
or other had been smuggled out of the imperial 
treasury at Dehlee. 

Tlie absurdity of such a charge against one so 
upright and high-spirited as Noor Mahomed, and 
with whose every act and every possession I was in- 
timately acquainted, came home to me with greater 
force doubtless than to others ; and the indignation 
which filled me was still more exasperated by hear- 
ing the manner in which the examinatiou was con- 
ducted . Direct proof was not even attempted : two 
wretched fellows, the one a dishonest writer, the 
other a common furosh, endeavoured to substan- 
tiate a story of having overheard a conversation 
which criminated Noor Mahomed, uniting him in 
the fact withr certain of his own soldiers. A few 
simple questions were sufficient to throw these 
false witnesses into confusion and contradiction ; 
but when the judge himself is biassed evid^ice 
becomes nugatory. Nadir, resolved upon dis- 
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covering the missing jewels gave orders that the 
bastinado should be inflicted upon all the accused 
until the truth should be elicited. 

On hearing this order I could contain myself bo 
longer : " May it please your majesty/' said I, 
stepping forward with the customary obeisance^ 
^' that man is my brother-in-law^ the husband of 
my sister ; he is innocent, my lord ; and I pledge 
myself to prove not only this, but also that his ac- 
cusers are villanous knaves, whose testimony does 
not merit the smallest attenticm. They have eaten 
their own abomination, and deserve the fate 
which they seek to draw down upon others. '^ 

But Nadir, irritated by disappointment, and 
rendered suspicious by the calumnies of a perjured 
informer, was in no temper to Usten to reason, or bear 
such a remonstrance : — " And whose vile dog art 
thou?" growled he, bending his terrible brows 
against me, '' that hast the audacity to interpose ^ 
thy vile howling between the shah's just award and 
a convicted caminal ? Be wise, fed, in time, and 
retire, lest ye share his punishment! Brotheif, 
forsooth ! probably the partner in his treasonable 
dishonesty." 

'* May I be your sacrifice !" replied I : ^' the 
name of your slave is Ismael, who has had the 
honour to follow and serve your majesty with un- 
abated zeal for these many years, even since be- 
fore the taking of Mushed and the defeat of Malek 
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Mahmood Seistanee (on whose soul be confusion !> 
until this present hour. Much of his blood has he 
shed for your majesty in that time ; but when has 
he been known to defile himself with the filth of 
falsehood or theft V 

*' By the head of the shah !" exclaimed Nadir, 
in rising wrath, " this ghorumsaug taunts us 
with his services, and would set up for our coun- 
sellor ; ay, and censor, too. Mash-Allah ! — ^it is by 
his consent and approval — God help us ! — ^that our 
prisoners and culprits are henceforth to stand ac- 
quitted or condemned : — ^we had thought ourselves 
something in this camp ; but lo ! we are less than 
nothing — ^we have not a word to say." I was 
about to make some observation of a conciliatory 
nature to allay if possible this unlooked-for ebul- 
lition of fury, but the time was unlucky; my 
happy star was obscured, and the frown darkened 
on the king's forehead as he interrupted me in a 
•wice of thunder : — *^ What ! would the unclean 
dog still bark ? — Silence, thou hound without 
shame, or by the king's soul thy tongue shall 
take leave of thy mouth ere thou canst howl 
again! — Seize him, furoshes! — hold him whilst 
he witnesses his well-beloved brother and coad- 
jutor receive the reward of his practices: we may 
then consider his own deserts." 

At these words the furoshes, having torn the 
military accoutrements and dress from the. back of 
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my unhappy brother, laid upon it mercilessly with 
rattan canes, which drew skin and blood at every 
stroke, until between pain, indignation and shame, 
he fainted upon the spot. 

** What ! is the unclean dog dead V* said Na- 
dir, who during the execution had been talking 
unconcernedly with some of the officers near him, 
until his attention had been recalled by the cessa- 
tion of the stripes and of my brother's groans : — 
" Good ! — ^we are well rid of such traitors; drag 
him out and toss the carrion into the next hole ; — 
and as for his worthy brother and comrade here, 
strip from his back the garments he has dis- 
graced, and turn him out of camp: let him 
not appear within its precincts if he values hifk 
eyes ; ay, or his worthless life : — and hark ! the 
goods of both are escheated to the crown : — let a 
nassakchee be sent forthwith to seize them : let 
no favour be shown : let it be seen whether the 
shah's countenance or the friendship of a traitor is 
best worth retaining : — these are your orders — the 
shah has said it." 

Had the peaks of Hindoo-Coosh themselves, 
which lifted their heads at a distance, fallen upon 
me at the moment, I could not have been more 
confounded, more utterly crushed down, than I 
was by the issue of this short but eventful scene, 
which passed with a rapidity that mocked all 
calculation or foresight. Befcnre my brain had in 
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the least thrown off the stunning weight of the 
shock it had received^ my coat and arms were torn 
from me, and I was hurried from the presence 
beyond the inclosure of royal tents ; and while 
yet staggering like one who has received a violent 
blow, I saw two furoshes dragging out by the 
heels the body of my wretched mangled brother, 
Noor Mahomed. 

Like others, so far at least as my bewildered 
senses could take in the impression of external 
objects, I had believed him dead ; but when the 
unfeeling executors of the tyrant's will threw down 
the carcass, as they beheved it, on the ground, I 
thought I saw it move : the rough usage of the 
furoshes had awakened the slumbering spark of 
life : he groaned, and opened his eyes. I flew to 
him, and lifting him in my arms, carried him to* 
one side, and sitting down on the ground, laid the 
body on my lap, and placed his head upon my 
bosom. The action was observed by one of the 
guards on duty, who instantly called out: — 
** Holla, there ! the nassakchees must be clumsy 
dogs ; they havVt half done their business ; there's 
one of the dead men come to Ufe, and another of 
the fellows is carrying him off; — give them a call 
to finish their work." 

I trembled at these words, and cast a glance 
around to see if there was no mode of saving my 
poor recovering brother ; but it was already too 
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late ; for a nassakchee with two of his men came 
instantly from within the serpurdehs at the call 
of the sentinel, and running up to me, ordered one 
of his assistants to complete the business with hi^ 
heavy mace. It was a moment of intense horror. 
I thought all was over ; when, looking in the nas- 
sakchee's face, my hope revived ; for I recollected 
him well, and guarding my brother with my arm, 
immediately addressed him : — " Dost AUee,'' said 
I, " thou rememberest to whom thou owest thy first 
promotion ; prove thy gratitude now : — spare this 
broken reed; there is no order of the king's 

against his life. I have no reward to offer thee ; 
but God will reward the merciful; and thou know*- 

est that the head which is now in the dust may 
yet wear a cap of brocade. Leave us, friend, as 

though thou hadst not remarked us.*' 

The nassakchee, recognising my voice, looked 

aghast for a moment. My appeal was successful ; 

for a sign stayed the club of the furosh ; but such 

is the pestilent^ial atmosphere which floats around 

a disgraced man, that he did not dare to look at 

me a secwid time : he retired without a word ; 

and I felt that it was perhaps the best service he 

could have rendered me. 

This danger being past, the next consideration 

was how to dispose of my poor suffering brother. 

My own tent was at some distance ; and long be^ 

fore I could get theue, little of it would in all 
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probability be standing; for well did I know how 
active in the discharge of such duties were the 
officers of justice, or rather of his majesty's plea- 
sure; and yet to remain where I was could nei- 
ther be long safe nor practicable. 

Necessity sharpens wit. With a portion of the 
rags which yet hung about my person, I made 
shift to cover my brother's bleeding shoulders^ 
and once more Ufting him, no longer molested by 
the guards, nor much regarded by the crowd of 
comers and goers to the royal durbar, I made 
shift to carry him beyond the precincts of the 
maidaun, where the artillery were drawn up in 
front of the shah's pavilions. By the time I had 
reached the first division of tents beyond the royal 
quarters Noor Mahomed faintly informed me that 
he should now he teheved be able to walk ; 
and setting him upon his legs accordingly, I found 
that with my support he was just enabled to make 
very slow way along the line. 

Aware how swiftly ill news spreads, I was un- 
willing to risk the chance of repulse, or even more 
positive ill treatment, by applying to any of those 
who had been my friends while in prosperity ; 
neither did I think it wise to place myself in the 
way of discovery even from the soldiers to whom 
I might be known. I had observed an old heap of 
stones, the ruins of a small building, which might 
have been a water-tank or tomb, no matter which. 
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Of the whole mass there was but one vault re^ 
maining above ground ; and I thought^ if haply 
unoccupied, it might suffice to protect my brother 
from the night air until some place of retreat to a 
more convenient asylum could be arranged. 

To this ruin therefore we directed our steps ; 
but it was not unoccupied. An Affghaun horse* 
keeper in the service of our officers had taken up 
his abode there, and had spread his coarse horse- 
cloth in one comer of the little vault. The urgency 
of our case, however, made me bold : leaving my 
brother at two or three paces distance, I entered, 
gave the salute of peace, and received the cus- 
tomary return in a rouglj. but good-humoured 
voice. I told the occupant that I was a traveller, 
and had with me a sick brother ; that we had been 
maltreated by certain plunderers from the camp ; 
that I had succeeded in bringing him on thus far ; 
but that he could proceed no further; and I 
begged him to give us a share of his cell for the 
night. 

The man looked hard at my disordered dress, 
which gave some colour to my story ; and after 
a moment's pause, he said, ^^ In the name of Gpd, 
enter! we are not uncharitable infidels: bring in the 
man.'' I did so accordingly, and he cast another 
scrutinising look upon us both ; when, as mis- 
fortune would have it, the rags fell from my 
brother's shoulders, and exposed their whealed an4 
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bloody condition. '^ Ah ! Yaftim ! I comprehend 
— I see the affair ; but no matter :< — ^have no fear — 
you are safe for me. Ay^ safer here perhaps than 
in these grand tents. No one can call Ghuzzab 
Mehter a cowardly tell-tale. Come, sit down — 
bismillah ! Here, take part of this numud ;" and 
the good-natured fellow insisted upon Noor Ma- 
homed reclining upon part of his horse-cloth. 

" Perhaps, my friend, you are not far wrong," 
said I, willing to make a friend of him by a show 
of confidence, and to put the best face upon our 
imhappy flight : ^' but I am sure that you are as 
you say, too good a fellow to kick down an un- 
happy wretch who has already had a fall which 
he never deserved.'' — *'Ah,God help us! there are 
but too many in the same evil case, sir, now^ 
a-days ; but I swear by the holy Kaabah and my 
father's tomb, that no ill shall befall you from 
me« Here, take a whiff of this calleeoon ; it will 
comfort you, — so." — " But this poor fellow needs 
some help, you see," said I : ^Met him just stay 
here while I go and procure it for him. I will 
not be long." — *' In God's name, he is wel- 
come ! but perhaps I may get you what is wanted 
at the bazar there : yonder, just at the turn of 
that line of tents." — " There is a bazar close by 
then? — Good, I will go myself." — " But stay, 
your clothes — your looks will betray you. Here, 
wrap this coarse felt cloak about you : — it will 
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cover all these rags, and in the dusk no one will 
remark you." — " May God reward you and pros* 
per you for your Jdndness, good friend !" said I ; 
and throwing the grey joobba over my tattered 
clothes, I took the way with all speed to the 
quarter where my own and Noor Mahomed*s tents 
had been pitched. 

My own being nearest, I reached it first; or 
rather the place where it had stood. I had not over^ 
rated the zeal and rapidity of the nassakchee's 
movements. The tents, already struck, were in 
the act of being rolled up under the inspection of 
two or three of the royal tent-pitchers, and all the 
rest of my property, including my share of plun- 
der ; all arms, utensils, furniture, clothes and va- 
luables were in process of being inventoried on 
behalf of the king, or had already found owners ; 
for in such cases, as the measiure itself is more 
often an act of plunder than of justice, and is per- 
formed iu a corresponding manner by ruffians 
fitted to the duty, the portion of goods which 
reaches the royal toshik-khaneh is generally but 
small. 

A great uproar there was, and no small con- 
fusion among the crowd of officials who were en- 
gaged in the affidr, and the idle gazers that were 
attracted by it. The increasing dusk of a September 
evening favoured me as I glided imobserved among 
them, intending if possible to rescue something 
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from the wreck : but they had been too quick for 
me : a few scattered articles of dress^ and a sword 
in a coarse scabbard, which appeared to have 
been thrown aside as worthless, were all that I 
could get hold of. But I rejoiced over the sword ; 
for it was a true and very valuable Her&t blade 
of the old temper, although plainly mounted, and 
had been a token of my master's kindness in for- 
mer days, when every thing I did found favour in 
his eyes, and he valued the zeal that watched his 
every glance, and would even prevent his orders, 
be the hazard what it might, beyond the glitter of 
jewels, and the wealth of Shahjehanabad. — I 
sighed as a thought of these days of high en- 
thusiasm and generous, frankly yielded applause 
came over my mind. But time pressed. — " My 
luck is but small here,'' thought I, recovering my- 
self: " let us try another department:" and I ran 
to the place where my horses were picketed. 

But here also I had been forestalled : my stout 
Toorkoman^ chargers ; my Arab steed of the real 
Nejidee breed; my beautiful Dekhinee, a true 
BheematuUee,* which had been the parting pre- 
sent of my friend Allee Verdee Beg ; all were 
already in the hands of the shah's jeloodars, or of 
the nassakchee's attendants. I could not stoop to 
beg, although the use of an animal to carry my 

* A district in the Deccan in India, celebrated for its fine breed 
•f horsea. 
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wounded brother-in-law was absolutely necessary 3 . 
another idea struck me. — Of my own particular 
followers, there were some furnished with horses 
and yaboos belonging to me, which were always 
picketed with a corps of troops under my imme* 
diate command, not far from my quarters. Hither 
I went, and found as I expected, that on hearing 
the news of what was passing at the tents of their 
commander, most of the men had run off towards 
the scene of pillage ; so that the horses were left 
unattended. A stout yaboo stood ready saddled and 
bridled, along with some others, to be ready in 
case of a call : avaiUng myself of the bad look- 
out, and of my own resemblance' in dress to that 
of some of the horse-keepers, I deliberately cast off 
the head and heel-ropes, by wjiich he was fastened, 
and leading him out of the line, was on his back 
in a moment. One of the men seeing this act, 
which was somewhat premature, took the alarm, 
and called out to me ; but before he could take any 
effectual step to stop me I had clapped iny heels 
to the beast's sides, and was out of his sight in the 
darkness. 

I now rode cautiously in the direction of Noor 
Mahomed's tents; but a glance was enough to 
show me that the pillage there had been to the 
full as complete: so, unwilling to lose more time,, 
or -to encounter bootless risk, I rode through the 
camp to a bazar at some distance — for there were 
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regular bazars established in each quarter of the 
encampment — ^in order to supply myself with what 
was requisite both for the cure of my brother's 
wounds and for clothing him and myself decently. 
In a camp full of plunder^ which was constantly 
changing hands^ this was not a matter of difficulty 
Vhen the means of payment were forthcoming, 
and these I fortunately possessed. A secret pocket 
beneath the left arm of my ulcaluc^ or vest^ had 
escaped the hasty violence of the furoshes at the 
audience tent, who, expecting no plunder upon 
my person, had done no more than comply with 
the orders of his majesty; and in this pocket there 
was a parcel containing about thirty ashurfees or 
gold mohrs of India, which it was my custom to 
carry about with me for any sudden occasion. 

Taking forth one of these coins, I passed by the 
more tempting and gaudy array of brave Indian 
silks, and muslins, and brocades, or the more gor* 
geous dresses of the Moghul nobles, which were 
to be seen in almost every suttler's shop, and 
went on to an obscure booth, where some coarse 
shirts and cloaks of the country were exposed, 
hung up along with other meaner wares. A bar- 
gain was soon struck for two AfFghaun shirts and 
pairs of trousers, vrith two cloaks of brown felt, 
such as are worn by the peasantry ; and two tur- 
bans of striped cotton cloth, for which I gave 
some part of my own recovered clothes, and re- 



APVBNTURER. 23 

*deived back & few rupees in change of my gold 
mohr. Besides this, I purchased from a pan- 
saree"*^ some appUcation for relieving the pain of 
a bruise; and thus prepared, I returned to the 
ruined retreat of my Affghaun horse-keeper. 

The inmates were startled at the soimd of my 
horse's feet; but the kind-hearted mehtur was re- 
joiced at my success. *' We must try," said he, 
" to conceal this yaboo in the hole where I have 
stowed my ass, and that honest beast must have 
his share of our cell for the short time ye can re- 
main here. But this is no fit place of safety ; and 
you must leave it with all possible dispatch. But 
see ! this poor fellow is in pain — ^we must try to 
give him some relief. — Ah ! no; — ^these things are^ 
of no use : — ^leave the business to me. I have had a 
bastinadoing myself in my time, and have learned 
how to cure it. Do you keep quiet here, and in a 
moment I will bring the very thing you want." 

Leaving the cell accordingly, he returned after 
a few minutes* absence with a large bundle of 
fresh-pulled leaves, which he put along with some 
water into his brass cooking pot, and placed upon 
a fire which had been lighted to prepare his even- 
ing meal. When properly boiled he took the 
leaves soaked in their liquor, and fomented the 
bruises all over, continuing the operation for more 
than a quarter of an hour. At first it was attended 

• Draggin. 
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with giea^ paia^ for th^. muscles h^djt^Qcome stiff 
and sore^ and the app)ii9^iQa.did not &il to scoflxt 
the WQuadi^.. 4^?' ^^ ^^^ ^ whil^ the genial 
heat and m<:^9ture rela^^^d the parts^ and produced 
a : soothing ^£(ect ^ ^tonishing^. thnt Noor Maho^ 
med dedar^ he felt compfiratively weU« 
^ >^ Ah ! it, is a Pfipital thing certainly for a bruised 
back; and a clever rogue of an old Soonyassee* he 
^as .who gave^ xoe the secret in India* That was 
not the cmly. tbjy^ bfi could cure, nor the only 
trick he knew ; b^ you are not to expect this 
swelled flesh or that poor, peeled skin to be well 
all at once: the pain will return, and you must 
repeat the saine thing again, until all swelUng and 
stiffness shall be gone; and see! here is the leaf:— 
the tree is cpnunon enough here. But now, what 
are your plans^?'' — I professed my utter want of 
any : — I had not had time even to think of them. 
— " To tell yojilJie truth, friend, we were soldiers, 
and favour^ ones, in the camp only this morning; 
but the shah haying thought fit to suspect us of 
loving Hindp^tanee jewels better than his service, 
took this mode of . informing us he could dispense 
with our presei^^e; so, finding he needs our ser- 
vices no long^^ we would willingly shape a coiurse 
which might parry us back in as much safety as 
may be to our own villages, with bare backs and 

* One of the cattes of Wftuderisg Hindoo religioiu beggan . 
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empty pockets: — all, forsooth, we fire likely to 
gain by this grand expedition/' 

/' Ha ! by the beard of Omar I guessed some- 
thing like it : your case is not a solitary one ; and 
between ourselves, there is^ many an Iraunee who 
will give his majesty the slip between this place 
and Candahar ; all, at least, who wish to keep 
hold of a single piceworth of their hard-gotten 
gains ; for, by the bones of my father, every one of 
them will be sucked like an orange before they 
pass the Urgund-&b. But, after all, what is to be 
done ? — your friend can neither march nor fly as 
he is; and you won't leave him here I take it?" 

" No, certainly," replied I ; *' if a safe retreat 
could be had for some days, in the town for in- 
stance, until the army should have passed on, we 
could then perhaps make shift : they move in the 
morning, and all stragglers would be gone before 
three days, surely." — *' No, no ; not in the town ; 
they would never receive you there. And besides, 
God knows what may happen to the town itself yet ; 
a single suspicion of harbouring stragglers or per- 
sons under the royal displeasure would, as you must 
know, give it up in a moment to plunder. Stay — I 
have it; about a mile south of the town, in a 
little grove of mango trees, there is an old half- 
ruined tomb, which is held sacred hereabouts, and 
is called ^ Cudum Allee Shah.' An old fakeer has 
taken up his quarters in it ; and if you were to go 

VOL. III. B 
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M if you intended to perfonn reUgious dqties for 
the recovery of your sick friend, and give the 
fakeer some trifle fojr feeding you, I doubt not 
you might remain theve in peace ; for there ie 
nothing in the pJace to tempt hirda of prey to 
take a flight that way/' 

' " It is the very thing, n^y friend; the very 
place for us ; but how are we to get there ? — ^that's 
the point ; fpr the sooner we are away from hence 
the better, both for your sake and ours : perhaps 
after a little refreshment, and when the camp gete 
still, you might finish your charitable work, and 
guide two imfortunate fellows yourself : — the 
blessing of God — " — VAy, the blessing of Gfod, in- 
deed ! but what if my ass, and all I have, should 
chance to be stolen while I am about this act of 
charity ? — But stay, perhaps I can manage it." — ' 
** Ay, that you can, if you will, good friend ; 
what should hinder it when the troops have gone 
to rest? they won't be stirrmg till the drum beats, 
I'll engage for it ; and you sha'n't want for reward 
altogether; here's a- good gold piece shall be 
yours the moment we get sight of the Cudum 
AUee Shah." — •" Pah ! gold piece ! — ^nonsense ; 
a pretty charitable job it would be to rob a poor 
fellow who has just lost his place, and all he had 
in the world, of the only bit of gold that may ever 
bless his fingers ; . for it's my belief you have 
•not another of these good-looking ashurfees about 
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you : no'^Atit would^ bd Biore in the line of one 
of your kii»d^ old fakeeiSy und you &ad be^ 
keep it for ike old feUow^ at the eudumr-^ut 'Stey^ 
be'n iofdly know the colomr of gold ; ^ve him 
some dilfrier; he would be smelUng something 
witmg if you bribed him too high. — But I ani 
forgetting that you are hungiy all this time ; we 
must get you something good for to-night, for 
you may fare badly enough toHoiorrow.'' 

I insisted on adding my triifle for the additional 
expense, and the good-natured fellow went out to 
make his purchases, leaving my brother-in-law 
and myself .alone in the cell. It was the first 
tranquil nuxnent which had occurred since the 
terrible occurrence of this eventful evening; an 
occurrence, which in a single instant had effected 
a change in my fortune no less complete than 
sudden ; and so stunning had been the means by 
which this change was effected, that I could not 
immediately comprehend its whole extent or con- 
sequences. I could not in a moment figure myself 
poor, destitute, humiliated, dishonoured; hurled 
down at one blow firom high distinction and ex- 
tensive command, to absolute penury, and utter 
helplessness ; from the enjoyment of warm and 
numerous and noble friends, to almost total deser- 
tion in a distant and a hostile land ! 

Heavy as the effects of such a blow must in all 
cases be, they fell upon my iNrother and myself 
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with greatly a^ravated foro^. t If the axiger o£. a 
mighty king, whose will, ia finite, an4vwhose ye^ 
eye conveya^ the mandates of life ao4 d^ihi of 
prosperity or destmction, caa crush the iUustri^a 
rnrid the iK>ble9 ean depi^Te! them of fortune tQr 
iife/and' breathe around ihem^an atinosphere whtich 
make& them hateful to those who: pUoe loved aad 
caressed them-*^if such he the effect of royal dis- 
pleasure on men blessed with family i and friends, 
and name, how infmitely more annihilating must 
it prove to those possessing none of these advan- 
tages — ^whose fortune and whose hopes rested solely 
on the fiivour of that monarch who had long sjU9- 
tained theni with his gmcious smiles; but who now 
thought fit to spam them from him^ helpless, 
amidst a host of enemieal .I'o Noor Mahomed 
and myself what was Persia itself without the 
favour of its king? We had no Jiindred, no 
tribe, no powerful chief to Y:ling to; Nadir had 
been all4n-all to us ; and he now not only shook 
us off himself, but had denounced his virrath on all 
who should harbour us. Still Persia was our only 
home; the sole objects of our desires were een- 
tred there. But how to reach that loved yet 
distant land, alone and abandoned as we were 
among fierce and hostile tribes? The more the 
real nature of ow condition dawned upon our 
minds the darker did the prospect appear ; yet the 
full consequences' of our misfortunewere only- to 



be estiai^d'y^likfe th^^naiub: oftksm l^kflsiqgs we 
hW lost,^ by-diad e*pftrien68^ . ^.^ -: . ■ ; -, 
^ Happ^ ^fA8 it^for'me that the year* of 4ayjpros- 
perity had 'Wsb ii^efir years of * energetic a^ttpn> 
which had ixici«a9^d raiher than diminished' the 
hardihood of odyieaiiy lifer my frame was more 
vigorous, and my mind more powerful and fertile 
in resources Hbkn formerly^ in .proportion to my 
increased expenence in the >way^ of mankind; and 
perhaps at ^nO'peiiod of my^rlife. should t hi^ye 
been more^eqiial toithe emergeqicy istwhieh I was 
dO'unexpe(5tedfy|>laeed-«-^«& emergei^y which cer- 
tainly promised to reqoire^ eFery? eiiergy. I « inight 
po8seiis> and , whidh, ai tiui timciii /n»ii9t lOonfess, 
had almost oii^erpowecedtxnyiifi^olulion^. 

A c^wd ^ ^ su^h refleetions ftovnedi t^em^elv^s 
tumnltuously x^on^me tas l/sat in liie dimcelly 
silent and tbougbtfiil ; for the mind ip^a b^y tJ^g, 
Imd will flit thrcmgh a wide wotidvofitSi own for- 
mation in a very little time. jN^oor Mahon^ed was 
probably engi^ed in^sunilar cogijtation^, although 
the state of sick ^ depressioa iQtQ which his suf- 
ferings had thrown.him tinged. hi$ thoughts and 
anticipations^ nb. doubly witJi ^ -darker hue. r.But 
rousing himself a Utde, after t^ while^ l^ld ^^tt^l;mg 
some groans of mingled men^al,^ and bodily, j^-, 
guish, he began^to bemoan th^ ,f%t^ w)ii<pb> t^ he 
would ha^e it, my lovp Irt km k^^y 4mwjjL Tfflon 
me.: " .Why^//.^rfwud,;hftrc*VyQ^.jy/^!J).,/4^^ 
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between a tyrant and his victim ? He who seeks 
to rend the deer from a tiger's fiemgs is sure to be 
hurt by its claws. You have drawn down ruin on 
yourself, my dear Ismael, without doing me an;^ 
good." 

" Content yourself, Noor Mahomed/' replied I : 
*^ it was my &te, and therefore not to be avoided. 
Shall a tyrant bely his nature? — shall he leam 
justice and humanity? — No; it was your turn 
then, and would, no doubt, have been mine some 
days later ; for think you that the unworthy sus- 
picion which alighted upon you to-day would long 
have spared your brother? No, no; better, far 
better to know one's fate, and brave the worst ii 
has in store, than live in doubt and in danger, as 
We all have done more or less of late/' — ** Alas !" 
said he, " who will now protect your own Shireen 
and my poor Hoosseinee ? — ^What safety will there 
be for them when our disgrace shall be known ?" 
-^** StafferuUah ! — ^that is too true f'' exclaimed I,- 
for a suddien qualm shot through me at the bare 
thought of what might happen to our unhappy 
wives, if the story of our misfortune should reach 
Mushed before ourselves. ** I see their danger; 
but what then? — ^God is great !-^Hie will do as 
seems good to his providence ; but nevertheless we 
must see to preve)^ mischief: ouk^ biliject is^ to 
eross the country as fast as possible; atid snatch 
them from tbe danget bdbre it dLn reikch them. 



ADVENTVREX.. 31 

If, inchallah ! we reach Her&t unmolested — "— ^ 
**Ay, inchallah !" echoed he; " but where is He* 
tkt ? and where Rawil Pundee, with all' the wild 
Afighauns and Hazairehs, and a hundred tribes of 
savage Eeliauts between ? Aiid as for me, wben» 
in God's name, shall I be able to travel ?'' 

'^ Pshah ! man, don't talk so gloomily-^-never 
despond: what is Written, must be. ^^ And see! 
yonder my star shines still in the heavens, although 
these confoutided clouds do flit over her bright 
and lovely face;" and I gazed at the beautiful 
eagle of the sky ; and as its clear radiance shot 
every now and then through the light shifting 
clouds, my heart felt gladdened at the sight. But 
all at once a heavy dark mass sailed on, and swept 
away, as it seemed, the very place and habitatioii 
of my guidittg planets In spite of all my efforts 
to be cheerful, I felt- my spirits sink at this evil 
omen ; nor could the view of a pure bri^t sky 
behind, from which the clouds had fled, and were 
fast sinking in the Weftt, revive them« I gazed oa 
without speakijUg iuftothef W6rd, until our kind 
host returned with the materials of a savoury re- 
past, which was soon prepared ; and We aH pro^ 
ceeded to diilbusd ii. 

There are few men^ of soimd constitutions^ imA 
youthful appetites, however oppressed with care, 
who afler a long fast are quite insensible to the 
comforts of a plentiful meal, and the influence of 
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a cheerful fire in the deepening gloom of a chill 
evening. Our hunger being appeased, and the 
kindly feelings of repletion being enhanced by the 
exhilarating fumes of a well-filled calleeoon, the 
prospect began to brighten a little, and I could 
have conversed somewhat more at ease upon the 
subjects most interesting to us. But the mehtur, 
rising, informed me that M^-duty now called him 
to his charge, where a comrade had till then 
taken his place beside the horses. '^ After every 
thing has been arranged for the night," con- 
tmued he, " -and^the jeloodars have made their 
rounds^ L will get my comrade to resume his 
charge for an hour or two, which will enable me 
to put you < on your way ' to the ^ cudum ; your 
friend shall rule my ass; it is an easy beast, and 
may as well gowith us as run the risk of being 
stolen if left here. I shall ^be b&ck, uichallah ! 
long enough beforethe jeloodaiT'retuiftis in the 
ntoming." These observation^ recalled my at- 
taition to ouriitunediate situation^ and reminded 
me of the steps to be taken that v6ry night. So, 
after minifftering, as far as I could, to the comfort 
of my suffering brother, we both laid ourselves 
down to seek for a little repose, until the re-ap- 

pourauce of our kind guide. ^ - 

• ' ' • * . . . #»' ■ •• • 
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tur eoter^ .thQ. c^:An(^ .vei^nneft9 /had 
us botb mi4h.* ilW^W^dv/OT^atb&ctaiT^^^^^^ 

his footsfep^, . i^^hii^i \w^ y^g.^bpiddrmwe^? 
said he; *^A%i t^tr^l^prs^Worfidiflr-Ji^ivthe dru» 
will be^ fm^ tb^c|ii¥kj^,wiU ma^.e: — ^y^ musKt.inot 
delay a uw?menfc,i^^il^^3^^,iEt:ii4di!g^ 
Cuduni Alle^ S(iab^. Bi4,w€^,m^y^(|^d spme^Uffir 
culty in pa§^wg 4fa<^ AaiM;ii)<il9j; mdi iiw^ elkouUtht 
eballeagedj WQ ^ftn^t }m^ Wn&e jrtory Mi teUvtrr 
Wbatifi ijb to hfiM'-r'l Be 4i.< i»st v^ponithfttbeftd^P 
replied: I ? " liitoow. tbfi |»«8-««)]jdi;-^we are 

r^ady.-TJBiimiU(^l" >; - -i:^ ^ > i 

The horse was now gpfc iref^x;^ ^od :tbo mehtmr 
placed his pack-saddle upon the ass. Noor Ma- 
homed was lifted into his seat with pain and 
difficulty, while the mehtur taking hold of the 
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halter led it carefully along. The fires of the 
camp were waxing dull, and the stillness which 
reigned throughout the city of canrass was only 
interrupted by the roar of revelry from k>me party 
which preferred the pleasures of wine and mirth 
to those of sleep, even on the eve of a fatiguing 
march ; or the hum of the meerzas and secretaries in 
the outer tent of 3ome principal oflSbei*, forced to 
perform the weary duties of theii* station at the 
sacrifice of some hours of needful repose. We 
stole along unnoticed or unheeded through the 
leiEist frequented avenues of the enJmmpment, 
I i which stretched for miles in every direction, bend- 

\ 7 ing our steps towards the town of Rriwil Pundee> 

V whifch showed its terrace-roofed hduses just be- 

yond the precincts of the camp. 

We had' nearly attained the eiit^nce of the 
tiown through which our road lay, and: were sur- 
rounded by a number of lai^e tents, the ropes of 
which barred up every interval betweeh their walls, 
When the sounds of voices and of horses' feet, 
accompanied by the glare of a lantern or two, 
approaching fi?om the very quarter whifher we were 
tending, arrested our progress in sodle alarm ; and 
before we could either retreat or detehtline on what 
^^as to be done, several mounted persons, whose 
dress- declared them to be officers, foHowed by six 
or seven, soldiers, catnerapidly upon us. '^ Holla ! 
—who have we here ?" exclaimed a voice which I 
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hiBtat^ly rdcognised z'^^' dome* of those robbert no 
doubt who haire beat easing our camp of.its. horses 
und.oattle of late : some knarish Sings,''^ 111 be 
sfTom. — Folrwaid^ dehbashee; — seise tihte tillains, 
and let us see ti^o they ate f and immediately 
four or fiv6 of the horsemen dashed f(»*ward/and 
grasping my horse's bridle, endeavoured to shove 
me off; while others seized upon Noor Mahpn^ 
and the ass. As for the mehtur, he dived wider 
the tent-ropes in a moment, aad made his eacape* 
- I saw that there remained but one course to 
take ; so shakingoff the grasp of the horsemen ^th 
a jerk, which nearly did for them the favour they 
intended for me, I pushed forwards to their chief, 
who, apprehensive of an attack, from the sudden- 
ness of the act, plucked, out his sword with. all 
haste. '^ Tlie worthy Lootf Allee Khaa need ap- 
prehend nothing,'' said I, bending towards him, 
and in a voice intended only for his own ear ;— " a 
poor outcast of fortune desires only a singly word 
with his lordship." — " Yah Khodah .BuzofE>rg ! 
Ismael Khan?" — " The same," replied I,."changed 
m outward fashion, as you see. The sun of royal 
fiivour has withdrawn its fostering beams, and the 
Sower of my fortune has withered. I Qbey the 
royal mimdate in leaving the camp ; and the poor, 
halfntiurdered wretcdi along with me is o^ mine: 

* Or Sikhff, ft people inliiarftiDS th« Poftjttlib, th«tt in dieir ijif^ 
BOW a p«werjfiil nmtioii. 



3€ THE:t>Bir9rAK 



have nothing hot 'our U^res and thifi soiry 
beast. In the nameof-Ood ! talDsna notice ; ndtfa^ 
draw yottr meny'and^et^ ns'itNKi»sJ'''-^'^riindev^ 
stand^V replied the khan.^*^'^-: I am Ufnd : I can 
do no more. May God protect you, and restore 
you -to favoiir !— Hoh ! thereymen ;- all is nght. — 
Let the fellows go ; and one of you see them clear 
out of camp : — ^pass the out-^post and sentry there> 
and then return to me/' We -passed on with - a 
fervent prayer of thankfiilness: for this most fortu- 
nate escape ; for another expmeiibe of the loving- 
kindness of the furoshes to us would have .beem 
worse than instant death; nor would the tender 
mercies of the troopers have been at all more de- 
sirable. 

Just as we passed the last sentinel; and the 
horseman had left us to ourselves, we were re^ 
lieved from much anticipated perplexity by the 
presence of our good friend' the mehtur, who issur 
ing from among some broken ground.on the left, 
joined us at this moment. /' In the name of God 
and his Prophet f" exclaimed he in a voice which 
still trembled, '^ how did you^eseape^ the clutches 
of Lootf-Allee KhtiL? — foe him it surely was. 
Well did I know hisr black beard and keen .eye; 
and still better that gallanli chestnut horse of his-: 
there was nothing for it hut to bolt :— ^but, thank 
God ( ypu^re safef and'my^poor ass too.-^ -Mash- 
Allah ! h began to tMn)& ittyreasy igood-will was 



going m coftl.m«:4ear;T-but^ bUmiH^b*!' in GM's 
Bamt^for the tQwo.^ theierSB ^othiog loora to &ar.; 
they are* quiet people bere; >«nd would as jseoa 
toucb a red-hot <sw<N:d!.aB^aiiy thing, from -the 
camp.'' •*-...,; , ' o »••. .1 • ' -ii 

And so in factiit proiired. M isolitary/ light wa^ 
burning here : aad there in. the straat*' of ^iBawil 
Pundee^ as<we passed tJbrough^ them quite anmo^ 
lestedy and^ tuming to the south, by- a oiarrow 
lane, issued once, anoretintouthecountry) am^ng 
corn-fields, and trees and gardens, which, extended 
the greater part of the way ta the Cudum AUet 
Shah< Of thisi building we could only now observe 
that it was 8ituaied<.anu>ng.a. grove of trees^ia 
broken ground, and was itself of no great e^sfen^ 
exhibiting: a sort of /octagonal massy^- rising ^to a 
dome, part of whiofa- had fallen in. . A { number of 
ruined arches^ and fragments of mason-woric stood 
around it, whidh might have been the J^mains of 
a former courtr>yard, now eiitirely demolished^^ 

Carefully jpiddng his w&yiamong the nun^^^our 
mehtur proceeded to lailarge* archway, which apr 
peared to hameofonnued the piincipaL entrance of 
the building, and began to caU out. Uponthe *old 
occupant i>f iheidace.- • ^f- Ai/i; Soobhaun^AUeo') 
whare<arttf)oujl«-rHappear«l''ntI^ preseoli'^hiare are 
fiiends. ; 'SLckt M ynh' uUak ! ^ iHu^ Jk luik'!^' bul;^ 
the old fakeer seemed rVtery^unwiUingTito qiiit:bij»' 
lair, and it yf^A, necftaaqii^to ceitera^ the dbove 
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adjuraticm Beinerel times before a little twinkling 
dnragh* vf^ Bern, ihfoi^^ing abroad ite ^ddj ray 
m tiie dark air of midnigbt. ^^ Whose roice is 
Aat? — who summons Soobhaun Allee from his 
midnight meditations ?" murmured the voiced of the 
withered old man who bote it, in tones tremulous 
as much from ^r as i^e. '^ What untimely dis- 
turbance is this ? — 'Ye are accursed if it be with- 
out sufficient cause. "-^^' Ay, cause enough, old 
uncle ; we are friends, man : — ^remember Ghuzzab 
Mehtur, who gave thee a silver rupee for a charm 
last year against the evil eye, when he was going 
to Shahjehanabad. Heaven knows whether it 
kept off evil eyes, but it seems to have frightened 
away fortune ; for sure enough little of good has 
«ast its eye or ita influence oa poc^ Ghuzzab since 
we pwrted/' 

*^ Ah ! my son, is it thou ? — and dost thou want 
another charm ? — I have a powerful talisman/' — 
*^ No, no, miele, no more talismans for me ; but 
here is some game that may serve for thee as well. 
Here are two pilgrims, one sick, the other well, 
who wish to say their own prayers at the cudum, 
and to have the b^iefit of thine, please God : they 
will pay for their maintenance ; and perhaps you 
may contrive to sell them also a charm i^ainst the 
evil eye : they stand much in need of one at pre- 
sent, God knows." 
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** Ah ! mychildreB, ye are Wdicome; — my prayen 
ye shaU surely haye^ and a talianiaa too if need 
he. Fritad Ghuzzab, it seem^ as though ye doubted 
of the value of my charm ; but trust me^ had it 
not been for that same precious artioley which ye 
wheedled from me so much under it& true value, 
ye would have now been a withered cripple 
begging about the streets of Shahjehanabad — or 
perhaps an ape : — what say you to that ? — ^a long- 
tailed ape, mowing and chattering on one of their 
pagan temples ; a fine condition for a good Mus- 
vulraany truly. La-illah-il-ullah ! may God avert 
all evil! — ^but come, my children, enter: I will 
show you where ye may repose till morning. — Ah ! 
a horse, I see :-— well, show the lower vault, my 
son : the beast may rest there until day : it will not 
quarrel with the old tanyan,* which carries my 
older bones, will it V 

The horse was duly installed in his dark quar- 
ters, the entrance of which was closed by an old 
mat, while we were led up a few steps into an 
apartment, dirty enough, and blackened with the 
smoke of many years, where the fakeer had fixed 
his abode. In one comer lay spread his mat, with 
lan old cotton resai, or quilt, which served him for 
a bed ; and the only other furniture was a brass 
pot or two for drinking and purposes of ablution : 

* A aonr J kind of ponj. 
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an e/sffthm v^^ foir (jh^rc^qal, a,,>p^ar-headie4 
staff of coppieyabte vMng^r- a^d .somje bundles 
of rags, ; as i^eyr ^e^^w^, *J?^gJPgK :wpon , nails in 
th^ walL, A.%f^ of, oba^Tpoal smouldered in a 
chulahy o]:>€Opkii|g pl^fcejiof ba;ic)^ii» jaear the wall^ 
ai^da na];gevel;,OTji¥|ite|'rfiipQ| made o^,a cocoa nutj, 
with a clay^befided ^c^fj^p-^hpjidej:,. fiitpod close by> 
as if it had jvjstbeen 9n^]^ed}0^t. ^From two coi*f 
^er^ of this a{)artnvBQt brfk^^^dtoff i^inaUer cham; 
ber;», into one of jji^hic;^. b^r^how^ my brother 
and imyse^ft an4 .tbjroiyjingdQWA W^9Wi half-yptten 
maty h^ besought , US: to e^ccjt^i^^.tiie, poverty of an 
old fakeer y adding^ that <m the morrow he would 
endeavQui* to. make ^ome addition to our comfort. 
• We now took leave of pur kind-hearted horser 
keepej^y on whom J forced a pi^ce-pf gold^in spite 
of his resistance, ass^i^ring, him that. I was better 
provided than he gaye i^e credit fpjr* I then be- 
sought the old man to permit me to prepare a 
fomentation fpr my sick friend, who had hurt his 
fopt (I told him) by i^. fall from his horse, intend- 
ing thus to account ^ h^ ^^abiUty to move about ; 
but my plaO) Wfi9'.aflmp$|; defeated by the impor- 
tunity of our. i host, whpi insisted upon operating 
himself, and even mpQU. applying a charm which 
1^ assured me was soyeiseign for a sprained ancle ; 
nor was ijt without gr^aat ^ifficalty that I evaded 
his-offi^r of service.,, , 
At last .we wf^ left to. iQur^lves,. and to such 
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repose as we tnight bef able to procure ; and I had 
juBt began to sink into a troubled slumber^ when 
the sound of drums and trumpets^ and the occa- 
sional discharge of a musket^ aroused me with a 
starts and I heard the full rush of a distant multi- 
tude. Forgetting for a moment my change of con- 
dition and present circumstances^ I sprung from 
my.hard couch^ and called upon the names of 
my customary attendants : my voice roused the 
old fiikeer^ who supposing me to be alarmed, 
exerted his tremulous voice to appease me. '' Fear 
nothing, my son," said he, " it is only the camp of 
that scoui^e of the earth — that dog of a Persian 
shah, which, by the blessing of God, is quitting the 
place to leave us in peace — ^may he be roasted in 
hell ! the infidel accursed ! — ^may every drop of 
Mussulman blood he has shed upon earth turn to 
a sea of molten lead, to refresh him when he 
thirsts!" 

Thus did the old man growl out his curses; 
and I felt my cheek flush as he proceeded, and 
my brow contract into a frown preparatory to an 
explosion of indignant wrath; but a thrill of most 
punful remembrance shot through my brain, and 
stopped the ill-timed ebuUtion as the truth became 
present to my mind. "They are then gone! — really 
gone !" exclaimed I mentally, " and I am left here 
deserted, abandoned in a foreign and a hostile 
land ! This is the reward of so oiaiiiy years' faith- 
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fill service!— H30 mvtch zeal and attachment to bis 
j^terson l~so much blood dpilt iti his cause ! and all 
my former favour, my rank and command ; my 
property and followers ; nay, my very name and 
place on earth are gone! stript from me by the 
very man for whom I have done and suffered so 
much ! And all for a hasty word, uttered not for 
myself, but for a friend. But no, it Mras not that* 
hasty word; it Was no act of mine that produced 
this fearful change. It is that accursed thirst for 
riches — ^that greed of precious thmgs, which hath 
besotted him, as wine doth the drutdcard. He in 
maddened with prosperity and success; his reason 
is perverted. H^ is no longer the same Nadir 
whom I loved and served, and would have died 
for; but a grasping, jealous, bloody tyrant, who 
loves only himself, and would permit none other 
to prosper. — I renounce him !** . 

'' But what after all am I to do ?" was the 
question which still recurred, after each burst of 
furious indignation had left me more calmly to 
contemplate our forlorn condition. " My occupa- 
tion — the business oi my life is gone! — ^There is 
no other warrior, no chief, no captain in all Iraun 
to whom I can attach myself, or who c^d afibrd 
protection to an outcast like myself: and I would 
not— no, I could not, lift my sword against the 
leader I have followed — ^the patlvm whom I loved ; 
the approving glanoe of whose eye has so often 
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made my heart bound with delight." It was a 
wild and strange fbeUng that came over me ;-— -the 
change, the fearful vacancy which had occurred, 
was now becoming palpable : as he who has lost 
his only and well-beloved friend/ feels at each 
step, in every act and attitude of life, the aching 
vmd which weighs upon his soul ; so did this over- 
Ifhelming calamity present itself to the mind at 
every turn, and brood like a spirit of evil over 
every suggestion for the future. 

One thing however was certain: I had no busi- 
ness here ; my wife, my sister, the only remaining 
ties I had in life, were in my native land, I had 
left them in Mushed ; and on my prompt appear- 
ance to relieve and take them thence might de- 
pend their lives, their honour; for what might 
Hot the slaves or minions of a tyrannical despot 
attempt — ^nay, perpetrate against the family of a 
degraded, ruined man? So far then my duty; 
my course of acting was plain ; and to this point 
did I always return : — ^to fly homewards — ^to secure 
my family against insult and dai^r, or 40 d^^ 
in tibeir behalf, if such should be my fate ; and if 
I should succeed in rescuing them, fortune might 
then do its worst. 

To perish of want, if I should once reach my 
native land, was scarcely to be feared. My 
strength and skill could hardly fail of procuring 
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me 8etticfe> ei^ti'>^i6 subordiHiH^ 'ehiefe : and it 
shot across sfy^^a^n^tioxi like^a gleain of sun- 
shine on a wintry track — " May not the day y%t 
come when"^ &e diaU find that the disgraced^ de- 
glraded Ismail can do gbod service ?-^-when he may 
rifepent of his crud, groundless sfeverityj — of his 
hasty injustice?^'— ** But," whisperedHeason, **he 
has been moire than cruel and unjust; he has beai 
tmgrateful : he' has unworthily broken faith, and 
deceived ybitr Well*fi>unded hopes. Trust not to 
such'a master any more."—" Oh ! but he may re- 
pent," returned Hope, '* expferiebce will make him 
wisei*; he will learn the value of zeal and affec- 
tion, and cherish those who possess them ; he will 
lavish %n you tenfold kindness."^ Bctt, alas ! the 
wound wdii yet tob greeny reason could not be 
satisfied .'—besides, as Nobr Mahomed had said, 
"where was Mushed, and where Rawil Pundee?" 
— ^Ho w w^lre "Wfe ' to get there ? The disturbed 
state of thie country was entirely adverse to travel- 
ling, and we had not «ven the advantages of ordi- 
nary travellers; — ^we were proscribed persons, and 
dsaed hot ^how ourselves in open day : bur pro- 
gress muilt of necessity be secret and in disguise, 
and consequently perilous, uncertain, and slow : 
yet our affairs demanded the utmost speed. The 
toate I reflected on oar difficulties, the greater liley 
ifeem^ t6 bec(mie; and revolving on these tiitings, 



I remained awake, until the beaias of morning 
entering my cellj aroused me from a sleepless 
lair.. 

:The voice of tbe old &keer, who^ believing that 
retigioiis motives alone had led us to the shrine, 
presumed that I would of course wish to avaU my- 
self of the earliest moment for commencing my 
devotions, summoned me to morning prayers ; and 
I 'lost no time in joining him at the tomb* The 
grave was covered wilii an old worm-eaten chest, 
said to be n;^e of ebony, from India ; over which 
lay the remains of a keenkhab cover ; . and it stood 
in the centre of the principal domed apartment, 
under a canopy of some rich material,, once glitteiH 
ing and brilliant, but now buried in dust, and tar^ 
nished as well as tattered with age. After the due 
observance of such forms and rites as our host the 
fakeer thought fit to. prescribe upon the occasion, 
I returned to attend Noor Mahomed, who, some- 
what refreshed by his night's rest, but stiff and 
sore, awaited me with impatience to minister to 
his hurts. 

I now took occasion to explain at greater length 
than could be done the night before, that we re- 
quired the abater of the durgah for some days, 
until my brother should be able to travel ; and I 
put into the fakeer's hands a few rupees, request- 
ing jbkn to procure us some victuals and neces- 
saries ; and the old man left the place for that 



46 Tttl 7!BBfrIil)( 

purpose^ tAyiemg tkal if we wifA^d to remaia un^ 
dUturbed, yN» should keep a$i close a» possible te 
the chamber which he had assigned us. The «d<- 
Tiee wds good ; but I could not sa stnctly follow 
it. a^ UQt to look atvound the place,, and eyeu; jsaeeiid 
by a bioken statzcase to the roof of the mausoleumy 
fircMs whjdiv looksag westward, I could still discern 
' the clouds of diuflt caused by the departing host of 
my coimtryment ; and close to the town, and around 
the ¥ery durgah, numberl^s little hazy columns^ 
mified by the straggling parties which yet lingered 
behind, afforded hints to enforce the counsel of 
the old man. So I returned to my cell, where I 
passed the greater part of the day in speculating 
with my brother-in*-law upon our prospects, consi- 
dering our future plaas, and vainly seeking to 
penetrate that future, which was in mercy concealed 
from our view. 

When the fakeer returned, we learned that 
both town and country still swarmed with the 
laggers of the Kuzzilbash army; — "And," re- 
marked he, " these aogs of Sings will have rare 
work with them ; many a throat will be cut, and 
many^ baggage horse carried off before they cross 
the Attock ; — ^may the devil help those who lose, 
as well as the winners ! for, what with Sikh and 
Kuzzilbash, Affghaun and Oozbeck, the fair 
Punjaub is a sorry sight to see.'' In £act, great 
part of the losses which the army suffered every 



day in baggage wA cattle were kiflii2(ed by this 
fierce aad turbident sect, wbicb, aeither Hiadoo 
nor Mabemetw, are eaemies to both, and op- 
preefied by the e^aperoro. of Dehlee, wreak their 
▼cogeance in return upcm all of his faith. 

^* But what people or tribes have you in this 
inunediate neighbourhood?^^ inquired I ; '^ for we 
are strangers, fronn the eastern parts of Hindos- 
tan, bound to Caubul, and were glad to pay for 
the protection we received thus hx, from an officer 
HI the army that has just passed by, but which 
we have been forced to leave, in consequence of 
my friend's accident." — " Strangers indeed ye 
must be, my children," replied the old fakeer, 
" iM)t to know that here you are on the very bor- 
ders of the Eussu£2ehees, one of the most power- 
ful of all the Affghaun tribes. The plains around 
us, and to the south, are indeed partially inha- 
bited by Guckers, the remnant of a very warlike 
tribe, which once possessed great power in these 
ports ; and in those lofty rugged mountains, which 
you may see rising blue and distant yonder, there 
is a race as wild and savage as their habita- 
tions ; they are called Seaposhes, from their black 
woollen garments, and Kaffers, because they are 
unbelievers ; — ^but the AfFghauns, and of them the 
Euflfittfrehaes on the north, and the Khuttuck 
tribes to the south, are those who now are the 
most powerful." 
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'^ And what may be the character of the 'Em- 
sufzehees ?" inquired I, anxious to be better in- 
formed upon a sulject which might probably have 
much influence upon our future proceedings. — 
" Hum ! — ^well — ^the Eussufzehees are not a bad 
people/' slowly articulated the fakeer, as if afraid 
of committing himself: — " at least," added he, 
** there would be little discretion in saying other- 
wise, so nearly within reach of their spears." — 
'^ But are they kind, hospitable, honest ? or are 
they fierce, cruel, deceitful ? How do they be- 
have themselves to strangers that go among 
them ?" 

^* Why, as to that — they are — between our- 
selves be it said — almost all that you have men- 
tioned ; and that seems contradicting enough, 
you will say ; fierce and cruel enough they are to 
their enemies; — ^nor are they very scrupulous 
about the means of getting these same enemies 
into their power; but to their friends they are 
kind and faithful enough ; and as for hospitality, 
you know little indeed about the Affghauns if you 
make any doubt of their possessing it in the 
highest degree ; but then it must be claimed 
under a proper title, ^and in the regular form. 
With regard to honesty, no men have more of it, 
when they don't happen to be tempted Jby the sight 
of a weakcafilah, or a traveller with a pair of well- 



iftuffed yc4tdaltaB,** a good K6rse, dr fair anns^ 
tnily they Kke' not to see in aiiy other hands than 
their own. Bift tra^ Mulssulmatis are the Eussuff- 
zehees ; they )revfere holy men, and do not spare 
tlieir alms on fakeers; no one need die of hunger 
in their country prodded he covers his head with 
a dervish's cooHah/* 

*' And what think you, father ? would a man 
then be safe in trusting himself among these Eus- 
sufizehees ? and in what fashion had he best pre- 
sent himself ? — as a dervish ?" 
• *' Truly, my son, that might depend upon 
many circumstances; — but you are not dealing 
openly with me : — ^if you want my advice, speak 
out plainly* — ^the physician prescribes not until 
he sees hiis patient and knows his ailment." — 
*' Well then, truly, father, I have been consider- 
iAg that for poor peaceable fellows like us to 
travel in the rear of an army, which leaves little 
more than poverty and ill-will and disorder in its 
track, would scarcely be better than to throw our 
lives avray ; for as to property, small matter of 
that have we to lose. And it struck my poor 
brain that we should be safer by turning aside 
iix>m the direct road to Caubul, and taking a cir- 
cuitous path which might lead us clear of the 
Persian host and its perils." 

* Travelliiig trunks. 
VOL. III. C 
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" My son," replied the fakeer, " there is much 
reason in what you have said ; for the kites and 
vultures that hang upon the skirts of yon multi- 
tude of robbers and murderers consider not cu- 
riously what prey they stoop upon ; — ^but for the 
Eussuffzehees :" — ^he stopped abruptly. " Well, 
what of them father?" — " Truly, my son, if you 
are cautious and prudent ; — ^but what young head 
is so ?" — " Oh, father, fear me not : — I am no 
such young nestling : — I have seen the world." — 
^^ Well, then, I say, that with prudence and dis- 
cretion, a man might get on among these sanie 
Eussuffzehees well enough. But they are a wild, 
proud, fierce caste ; the taunt is ever on their 
tongue, the fire in their eye, and the iong knife in 
their hand. Even among themselves village is 
against village, clan against clan, and chief 
against chief ; nay, the inhabitants of the same 
^village thirst for one another's blood, and nourish 
feuds which blood alone can quench. With one 
mullich or one chief you may be safe ; but how is 
a man to steer between the various jarring inter- 
ests that spring up aroun^ him to perplex his 
path ?" 

" But is there no great chief, father, by the 
bridle of whose steed we could seek a refuge, — 
under the shadow of whose arm we might rest or 
journey in peace?" — " Hum! — such there are, no 
doubt ; but how are you to reach their dwellings, 
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fkr removed as they are within the jaws of dan- 
gerous passes^ and deep among the momitains ? 
Khoosheal Khan^ for instance, lives at Judara in 
the valley of Boonere; his khyle * is powerful, and 
he knows how to maintain authority over it ; in 
truth they say he stops at no means of strengthening 
his sway. Were you once vnth him, and were it 
his good pleasure so to do, he might pass you on 
to Dilawur Khan of Swaut, who could easily 
procure you a safe conduct through the country 
of the Otman-Khyle, from whence the road to 
Jelallabad offers but trifling difficulties ; and there 
you might remain at leisure and in safety to re- 
solve upon your, further progress." 

" And how far from hence do you reckon the 
dwelling of Khoosheal Khan? — ^what country 
should we have to go through ? — ^and what sort of 
people are its inhabitants?" — " Well, let me see: 
what should I say? A stout man might reach 
the place with ease in five or six days, or even 
less, provided he took the most direct road ; but 
you would have to go through the hills in order 
to avoid the light-fingered followers of the camp, 
and that will lengthen the journey. As to the 
people on the way, truly there is little good to be 
said for them, especially in times like these, when 
the only law is that of the strongest. The Guckers 
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are stout resolute fellows, who will have their toll 
from wealthy travellers that take the road ill at- 
tended ; and unless you could gain the good-will 
of some Eussufizehee, your throat might be cut 
l6ng before you could reach Joodara. But the 
Sikhs are the worst rogues to deal with, for they 
care neither for AfTghaun nor Mogul ; and woe 
betides all who fall into their hands." 

" Well, father, you give no very tempting ac- 
count of the northern districts : what say you to 
the country south of the direct road? — ^what dan- 
gers and what facilities does it present to a peace- 
able traveller?" — " In truth, then, my son, if you 
desire the truth, I do not believe your safety 
would be at all increased by attempting any line' 
to the south of the usual caravan route. I confess 
to you that I know less of the tracks which lie in 
that direction ; but this I do know, that the Khut- 
tucks and the Khyberee tribes are the most noto- 
rious robbers in all AfFghanistan ; and you would 
have to fight or to pay for every step of the way, 
with a tolerable certainty of being at last betrayed 
for the sake of the clothes you wore or the horse 
that carries you. Besides, the country is as wild 
and intricate, if not so high, as the Hindoo-Coosh 
themselves. Allah alone knows the perplexities 
of these regions; and he only could say when you 
might reach Caubul, even if you could contrive to 
keep your head upon its shoulders so long. No 
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no ! bad as the Eussuffzehees are, they are better 
than the Khyberee savages ; and perhaps^ after all, 
some good chance may cast up to give you safe 
convoy into their country: without it you scarce 
can move; for truly this neighbourhood is in a 
terrible state of lawless confusion. But God is 
great ! — Your friend will not be able to move for 
many days ; and we shall see what happens in the 
mean time." 

This conversation afforded me matter enough 
for reflection, and that not of the pleasantest de- 
scription. Our further progress seemed only to 
present a choice of difficulties and impediments, 
which could scarcely fail of occasiixiing much de- 
lay; and to us delay might be ruin. No caravan 
would attempt to travel from Lahore to Caubul, 
or in any part of that route, for many months 
after the army should have passed: as soon might 
the hare take its course through a herd of hungry 
jackalls. Single travellers might indeed make the 
attempt; but the risk would be so great, that no 
one who had much depending upon his personal 
safety, as was our own case, would dream of peril- 
ing it upon so poor a chance of escape. 

My hope — ^my object was, rather to precede than 
follow the army, and this could only be effected 
by making some long and rapid marches in ad- 
vance, and so cutting into the track it would pro- 
bably take, when the speed and lightness of an 
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individual or small party would doubtless surpass 
the movements of a military march ; and in that 
case we might hope to reach Mushed before the 
news of our misfortunes. From my own know- 
ledge of the country between Her&t and Attock I 
thought that this measure might best be attempted 
by keeping altogether to the north of the Caubul 
river, and along the skirts of the Cohistan to 
Ghorebund and Boot Baumian ; and from thence 
traversing the thinly inhabited country of the 
Hazarehs and Feerozecoees, with whom I was 
better acquainted, and from whom I had less dan- 
gers to apprehend than from the AfFghauns, we 
might come down at once upon Her^t, avoiding 
the long circuit by Ghiznee and Kandahar. 

Now certainly this scheme of proceeding was 
more Ukely to be promoted by adopting the 
northern route proposed by the fakeer, leading 
through the country of the EussufFzehees, than 
by any other ; and this one therefore, in spite of 
the difficulties and dangers it presented, I became 
resolved to attempt, provided no better plan 
should occur to us in the interim. 

For several days after the conversation I have 
related we continued quietly residing in the durgah 
Cudum AUee Shah. Noor Mahomed gradually 
recovered the effects of his bruises ; and after the 
stragglers of our camp had quitted the neigh- 
bourhood of Rawil Pundee, I ventured into the 
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bazar of that town to equip both myself and my 
brother more fiilly than it had been possible to do 
on the evening when we quitted the camp ; and 
thinking the AfFgbaun dress best suited to the 
Affghaun country, I completed the apparel of both 
according to Aat fashion. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE CARAVAN, 



" MvjDEH !^* exclaimed the fakeer one day, 
on returning from one of his excursions, — " a 
present for my news ! learn that there are seve- 
ral very respectable person^ intending to proceed 
to Boonere and Punjecorah, who propose uniting 
themselves into a small caravan for mutual pro- 
tection. On hearing of this I mentioned that I 
had some friends, brave fellows, who talked of turn- 
ing their steps in that direction, and who, I doubted 
not, would readily join the party : they were de- 
Ughted at such a promised addition, and will accord- 
ingly receive you with more than the salutation of 
peace." — *' And when do these worthy people 
talk of setting off? ^I am quite aware of the value 
of such an escort ; I only fear my friend's health 
may not be recovered enough for the exertion." — 
" Why, they did talk of starting two days hence, 
but they expect certain dealers from Guzzerat and 



ADVENTURER. 57 

Sinde, who will pay well for protection ; this they 
mean to afford them at their own rate^ and a 
delay of some days must consequently take place." 
This was just what I wanted; for in truth my 
brother was already so far recovered that I 
doubted not ynth. the help of our horse he would 
get on comfortably enough. 

It appeared that these travellers consisted of 
about a dozen Taujuck merchants of the place and 
from Peshawur, who were carrying up sugar, 
spices, coarse cottons, and such similar merchan- 
dise for sale to the khans of the Eussuffzehees 
and Otman-Khyle, from whom they were to 
receive in return hill ponys, Kaffer slaves, 
fruits, nuts, &c. To these a few dervishes and 
fakeers had joined themselves ; and by the temp* 
tation of tolerably high wages they had induced 
three or four fierce-looking fellows, armed to the 
teeth, real lion-eaters by their own account, to 
accompany them, and assist in repelling the 
attacks of Sikhs and all other robbers on the 
way. 

Being introduced to the principal merchants as 
a Patau from Hindostan desirous of proceeding to 
the abode of Khoosheal Khan in Boonere, and 
understanding that I had carried arms, I was 
received with great cordiality, and assured that 
arrangements should be made for mounting me to 
my satisfaction. As for the Hindoos from Guz- 
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zerat^ from all accounts it appeared that their 
numbers were more likely to detract from than to 
add to our real strength, inasmuch as their addi- 
tional wealth would increase the temptation to 
attack, and probably be the cause of its being 
made with additional numbers. Nevertheless, to 
wait was resolved upon, and there was nothing 
for it but to submit. 

In three days these merchants made their ap- 
pearance, and it was resolved that we should break 
ground. Noor Mahomed by this time had quite 
recovered of his bruises, although the wounds 
were still somewhat tender. To him therefore I 
resigned my yaboo, and was accommodated with 
a stout Toorkee pony at the expense of the prin- 
cipal pacific travellers. 

Accustomed as I had been from my earliest 
outset in life to the promptness and regularity of 
military movements, and especially to the strict 
discipline and rapid manoeuvres of a master like 
Nadir, it was impossible not to be disgusted with 
this my first experience of the movements of a 
caravan ; for such was the imposing appellation 
assumed by our party, small though it was. And, 
to say the truth, in point of slowness, irresolution 
and cowardice, we might have competed with the 
lai^est cafilah-that ever travelled through Affghan- 
istan. 

In number we amounted to five-and-thirty per- 
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sons ; of whom the original Taujucks and Hind- 
kees^ with their servants numbered nearly fifteen. 
The Hindoos and their attendants, with Noor Ma- 
homed and myself, and six or seven camel dri- 
vers, dervishes, &c. formed the residue ; and I 
must say that a more motley, ill-assorted group of 
travellers never before met my eyes. Each man 
was mounted ; the Taujuck and Hindkee mer- 
chants in their peaceful-looking garb, comfortable 
gowns, good sheep-skin or cotton quilted cloaks, 
and ample turbans, bestrode their sober beasts 
(which were accoutred after a substantial and 
cumbrous fashion) in a manner suited to the 
gravity of their character. Few of them made 
even a show of carrying arms, and on those who 
did, the heavy matchlock and curved scimitar 
hung rather as troublesome incumbrances than 
useful and appropriate weapons. Their servants 
indeed presented a more formidable appearance ; 
hung round with swords and guns and powder- 
horns, as well as with the long Affghaun knife, all 
of which they wore with a familiar air, they at 
least looked well the parts of their masters' de- 
fenders. Some of them, Persians by birth, were 
readily distinguishable by the more rakish air 
with which they girt their loongees (or shawl 
girdles) round their slender waists, and by the 
affected set of their Affghaun bonnet on one side, 
as I have seen our Kuzzilbashes wear their caps. 
The Hindoos of the party, on the other hand, ad- 
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hered to their own wide-skirted jamehs * of muslin 
or cotton cloth, and large crimson or yellow tur- 
bans of formal shape, defending themselves against 
the increasing cold by wrapping up their persons 
in rich shawls of Cashmere. They also left to 
their attendants the task of protection ; and these 
wore the peculiar round-hilted tulwar of Hin- 
dostan, with long small-bored matchlocks made 
at Lahore, and excellent of their kinds. Some 
too carried at their backs shields made of buffalo 
of rhinoceros hide. 

But the vaUant sworn defenders of our party 
were those among it who attracted most attention, 
and they were three in number. The first, a dark 
ruddy-faced thick-set man with a black curling 
beard and whiskers, that concealed nearly all his 
countenance except the eyes, wore a long-skirted 
sword-proof jacket of thick-quilted cotton, which 
increased his apparent bulk to an extravagant 
degree. His head was defended by a purple 
turban, formed of some dozens of yards of narrow 
cotton stuff, twisted hke a rope with small steel 
chains, so as to render it also proof against a 
sword-cut ; and over this gallant head-dress was 
niegligently thrown one end of the scarlet loongee 
turhich hung across his back. A handsome ivory- 
ornamented matchlock was slung across his 
shoulders ; a silver-mounted scimitar depended 

* A peculiar »ort of robe or gown. 
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from his side; and a large Affghaim knife was 
stuck into his girdle, which had also to sustain a 
Turkish pistol as big as a small carbine, and a 
peishkubs or strong sharp-pointed dagger. An 
innumerable number of cartridge-boxes, bullet- 
cases, tinder-boxes, and other warlike appur- 
tenances, completed the personal equipment of 
this hero, who was mounted upon a horse the 
minuteness of whose size seemed to mock the 
fierce dignity of its master's robustness. Never- 
theless the spirited little animal moved at once 
with firmness and activity under its disproportioned 
burden, bearing, in addition to its rider with his 
heavy saddle and holsters, (filled, no doubt, with 
the appropriate instruments of dea^h,) a pair of 
small but well-stuffed joals in front, and a to- 
lerably sized bundle, wrapped up in black felt, 
strapped to the crupper. I ventured to inquire 
of this gallant figure his name and country, and 
received in reply a good-humoured but somewhat 
portentous roar, in good harmony with his appear- 
ance, purporting that he was Sheer-dil Khoon- 
khor Beg, a Ghiljee from Ghuznee, well known, as 
he was pleased to intimate, for his feats of prowess 
in all quarters, but particularly against those sorry 
dogs the Kuzzilbashes, hundreds of whose heretical 
necks had attested the biting sharpness of his 
scimitar (slapping its scabbard as he spoke), and 
that it had even drawn blood from the unblessed 
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body of that sinner their ruler, Nadir, whom 
might the fire of Heaven destroy ! In short, had 
all only done as he did — ^but no, the time was 
past — the Affghauns had lost their ancient name, 
and become a nation of cowards, &c. &c. 

The second of our defenders formed a striking 
contrast to the blood-drinking hero just described. 
He was tall, broad-chested, and well made ; his 
complexion, once fair, had become embrowned by 
exposure. A nose, which for length and size I 
have seldom seen equalled, seemed to grow out of 
a long bushy beard of a bright-red colour, and 
was joined at its insertion in the forehead by two 
thick red eye-brows, which slanted violently up- 
wards in opposite directions, as if they were habi- 
tually elevated in astonishment or alarm : these, 
in their turn, added ludicrously to the length of 
an enormously long visage, and left the large grey 
eyes beneath them absurdly prominent. 

This tall champion was armed in a manner 
befitting his personal appearance. A jacket of 
steel mail covered his body ; and his striped tur- 
ban was twisted round a steel cap with a spike at 
the top : a red shawl fell picturesquely over his 
shoulders ; and a blue loongee, passed round his 
waist, served to suspend a long dagger. A shield 
hung down behind his left arm ; a capital match- 
lock was slung across his back ; and in his right 
hand he carried a long steel-pointed lance. His 
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steed, a powerful northern horse, which bore the 
stamp of its Toorkoman origin, was more in unison 
with the appearance than adapted to the skill of 
its rider, who did not seem at all delighted by the 
occasional curvetings with which it expressed its 
impatience. The demeanour of this lofty person- 
2Lge, Ikhram Khan — such and no less was the 
designation he rejoiced in — corresponded with the 
pretensions of his appearance. It was haughty 
and overbearing ; scarce did he vouchsafe a reply 
to the salutations or questions of the party : he sat 
silent and unbending, awaiting the movement of 
the caravan which he had deigned to honour with 
hi8 protecting presence. 

The third and last of our guards was a well- 
made middle-sized man, mounted upon a stout 
active horse of the Punjabee breed. A swarthy 
but expressive countenance, and a piercing dark 
eye, distinguished him particularly from his com- 
panions, and lent a character of intelligence to his 
features, which impressed me strongly in his fa- 
vour ; and I felt at the first glance that he was 
the man of all the company on whom I should be 
inclined to rely in case of need. 

On the day preceding that which was appointed 
for our departure the principal parties met in a 
caravanserai of the town to arrange the plan of 
the journey. One of the merchants, an old tra- 
veller, was chosen cafilah-bashee, or chief of the 
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caravan ; and all persons interested ivere ordered 
to be in readiness with beasts loaded, and persons 
equipped at two hours before sunset on the fol- 
lowing day. But it was easy to perceive that 
several of the company were filled with no small 
alarm at the thoughts of their journey ; and the 
various reports which were industriously circu-^ 
lated betrayed this terror. The Sikh horsemen, 
it was asserted, had been more than commonly 
audacious since the retreat of the Persian army. 
They had even plundered several villages, which 
had not yet recovered from the panic inspired by 
the Kuzzilbashes, and were incapable of defending 
themselves. They had, moreover, taken posses* 
sion of some of the hill passes, and were swarm- 
ing towards Hussun-Abdal, in the rear of the 
Persians. The Guckers too, who inhabited certain 
districts of the hills to the north, had become more 
insolent and greedy. Three Hindkee merchants 
from Peshawur, with seven camels, were said to 
have been detained, and forced to purchase their 
liberty with the loss of more than half their goods; 
nay, rumours of serious disturbances among the 
Eussuffzehees themselves were whispered about ; 
and the alarm of one of the merchants was so 
great, that he declared his intention of abandon-^ 
ing the journey and adventure altogether. He 
was persuaded out of this, however, at last ; and 
the party separated, under an engagement to meet 
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again^ as at first settled, upon the following even- 
ing. 

The evening came ; the appointed hour arrived, 
and with it came the travellers, all duly prepared 
and arrayed. The men were mounted ; th^ camels 
of the Guzzerat merchants were already loaded ; 
and the loads of all the rest stood ready prepared ; 
and you might have heard the sarwans and mule- 
teers swearing and quarrelling with the, other 
servants, according to their custom upon a jour- 
'^^y f yc* with all this note of preparation, there 
was something in the arrangements and aspect of 
the party — a certain tardiness, an indecision — 
which at once declared to the experienced eye 
that there was no serious intention of moving for 
that night. 

But I was not then experienced in the ways of a 
cafilah ; and annoyed at what seemed a most un- 
necessary delay, I could not help inquiring into 
the reason of losing so much time : if it was re- 
solved upon to make a start, why should we 
linger so long and so uselessly here? ^' Patience," 
solemnly responded one ; ^^ we shall start soon 
enough, no fear." — " Would you break ground 
without knowing whether we have a lucky hour or 
not ?" demanded another somewhat indignantly. — 
" What in the name of the Prophet is all this about ?" 
suid I to a third: ^' have not the munajems* been 

* Astrologers. 
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already consulted ? have they not already fixed 
upon this day and hour ? — what would we have 
more?" — " Kia janoon! — ^what should I know?" 
responded the Hindkee with a shrug. 

The chief merchants having retired into a 
corner, were smoking their pipes in consultation, 
while I was impatiently endeavouring to forward 
the object of our meeting, and induce the party to 
break ground at least this night. " Make your- 
self easy, friend," observed the individual whom 
I have described as the third of our trusty guard, 
and whose name I found was Daood, " there will 
be no start to-night ; not one of these worthy 
muhagins"^ have the smallest idea of moving a 
foot — ^they can't make up their minds in such a 
hurry. It will be much if they break ground three 
days hence." — " To-khodah !" cried I impatiently, 
" what do you tell me ? why then appoint a day 
and an hour?" — " I see you are a stranger to 
undertakings of this importance^" replied Daood, 
with something of a cool sneer: " every thing 
must have a beginning, you know : if they nevdr 
appointed a day for starting, they never would 
meet to settle the business of the journey, and to 
pluck up courage." — " Pluck up courage ! — the 
devil ! — ^but since the cowardly fools know that 
go they must, why not do it at once ?" — " Pray, 
did you never ford a river in a cold winter day?" 

* Merchants, traders. 
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— " Yes, certainly." — " And did you never linger 
a moment upon the bank, half unwilling to com- 
mit yourself to the freezing water ? Well, these 
honest merchants are afraid of the water ; they 
dread the danger though they love the profit, and 
they hesitate to encounter it. Besides,' there may 
be other reasons for delay : one of these worthies 
has not been able to make up his bale of spices or 
indigo in time, so he circulates a report of an 
hundred Sikh horsemen being seen near Noorpore, 
and that sickens the rest for a day. The servant 
of another falls ill, or his wife has had a bad 
dream; and thereupon comes an express with 
news that the Guckers have seized upon the 
passes, and have eaten up so many poor Hindkees 
alive, because they could not ransom themselves. 
Then another knows of some expected arrival by 
which he hopes to increase his speculation pro- 
fitably, and a good well-sounding lie is got up to 
create time for this arrival. And thus it often 
goes on for weeks instead of days, when a 
greater number of jarring interests are set in 
motion by the assemblage of a lai^er caravan." 

" But what do you and your companions say to 
such delay? Is time of no value to you ?" — " Faith, 
not of much ; and we always make our bargain 
accordingly. They must feed us fi'om the day we 
engage with them; and good food and quarters 
are always something. When the job is over we 
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must shift for ourselves. — But how do you come 
to be a stranger to all these matters? did you 
never travel in a caravan before ?*' — " In truth 
noy friend ; I have been more of a soldier than a 
merchant ; I have travelled more with camps than 
with cafilahs ; and hence my ignorance." — " Ah ! 
a soldier ;-^may you be prosperous ! But that 
is a poor garb for a soldier." — " It is a safe one, 
at least, for the occasion ; business leads me to 
Boonere, where my own coat might bring mQ 
into jeopardy: — I may cast my slough, however, 
some day." — " You are for Boonere ? and whi- 
ther, pray, in Boonere ?" — " I am for Joodara, to 
the presence of Khoosheal Khan Eussuffzehee." 
— " Hah ! — Khoosheal Khan ? — ^well, well ! — no 
doubt your business is urgent ; success to you !" — 
"What! do you know the khan?"— "Know 
him ! — well." — " In that case you can tell me 
something about him." — "Truly, friend, it appears 
to me that a man ought to be acquainted with his 
host before he visits him; and doubtless you 
know Khoosheal Khan as well as I do : at all 
events, I see no reason why I should discuss his 
character with a perfect stranger." — " Ah ! par- 
don me — I meant nothing wrong ; only I am in 
truth a stranger in these parts, and I thought you 
might have had the charity to give some hints to 
a brother soldier." — " Hark ye, friend ! — ^but 
what in the devil's name is going on next among 
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these worthy sages ? — ^let us know what they are 
about/^ 

In fact, a murmur and a buzz just then arose 
among the council, which increased as we drew 
near. — " No, no ! may God avert it !" exclaimed 
one. — " Certainly, thfere is no other way," cried 
another. — " By the tomb of my father, ye are 
mad !'' shouted a third. — " Barekillah ! the sug- 
gestion is worthy of Lokman !" roared a fourth. 
— '' Larillah-il-uUah ! what occasion is there to 
pull beards about it?" said a grave personage, 
with a long grizzled beard, and a huge green tur- 
ban, which indicated him as one of the descend- 
ants of the Prophet ; — " the way to correct your 
judgment is open ; try 2ifaal,* here is a koraun." 
— " Nay, there needs neither koraun nor Hafiz for 
that matter," observed another of the party; — " I 
have counted my tusbee already ; I called odds, 
and my hand was on the thirtieth bead." — " Yes, 
yes ! — ^that's very well," interrupted another; ^' but 
the koraun is still better." — '^ Ay, the korami ! the 
koraun !" cried several other voices tumultuously : 
so the holy book was produced; and the whole* 
party once more sitting down, silence prevailed for 
an anxious interval, during which the seyed uttered 
several prefatory prayers, calculated to insure a 
proper efficacy to the appeal about to be made to 

* A presage : a practice in the East resembliDg the *' Sortes Vir- 
giliane." 
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the sacred volume. At length it was opened with 
solemn ceremony, and the passage indicated was 
read aloud by the seyed : it was as follows : — 
" Therefore art thou inexcusable, O child of 
clay, that darkenest thy judgment with folly, and 
settest at defiance the Most High, by rejecting the 
admonition of his Prophet : — ^verily, thy punish- 
ment is sure/' 

" Alhumdul-illah ! praise be to God ! never 
was a plainer reply — nevfer a clearer injunction !" 
ejaculated the seyed. — " Ameen !— clear as the 
noon-day sun!" burst forth a second; — "and 
therefore let us load and be off." — " Off?" cried 
the seyed in angry astonishment. — " Off?" shouted 
another, in the same tone. — " Off ?" roared half 
the party. — " La-illah-il-uUah ! the man is dis- 
tracted : — does not the response plainly prohibit 
our moving a foot until the Prophet shall have ad- 
monished us of our safety ? — ^what prophet has 
declared it to us yet ?" — " In the name of Allah 
and his Prophet, oh, thou blind reader," retorted 
the other ; — " what more positive admonition 
wouldst thou desire? — ^wouldst thou have the 
blessed Mahomed, or the angel Grabriel come 
down and roar it in our ears ? If we depart not 
upon this command, be sure that punishment will 
fall on us." — " Then go thou alone," vociferated 
the indignant seyed ; " for, inchallah ! there is no 
one here impious enough to accompany thee." 
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But enough : the timid^ or interested party, car- 
ried the day, and the journey was deferred until 
next evening at the same hour. 

Why should I detail the irksome and prepos- 
terous delays which detained us yet four days 
more at this wearisome place ? The only conso- 
lation we had was that the health of my brother- 
in-law was improved by the lengthened rest, and 
his strength for the journey increased. At length, 
the courage of these bold merchants was screwed 
up to the proper pitch, or their several interests were 
reconciled to proceeding. We took leave of the Cu- 
dum Allee Shah, and of our friend the old fakeer, 
to whom from my trifling store I gave a parting 
present. The party was assembled, and the beasts 
all loaded ; and at two hours before sunset on a 
chill October evening, we left Rawil Pundee, 
and proceeded straight across the plain towards the 
hills. 

Our journey that night was short, and without 
occurrence of consequence. It was exhilarating to 
our depressed spirits once more to find ourselves 
in motion — in progress at least, towards the object 
of our earnest wishes, although in a style so widely 
and painfully different from that to which we had 
so long been accustomed. I rejoiced to feel that the 
journey which, if fortune were not altogether ad- 
verse, should restore us to our homes and families, 
was at length commenced ; nor was it a trifling gra- 
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tification to observe that Noor Mahomed was so 
perfectly recovered as to be able to perform his 
exercises as well as ever. " Good/' thought I, 
" if but one or two of this numerous company 
will stick by us, it is not a small body of Sikhs that 
shall either stop or scatter us." I did not then 
think how soon our valour was to be put to the 
test. 

Leaving Goureepoor, the village in which we 
had passed the heat of the day, we resumed pur 
course in the evening; and having travelled till 
the hour of morning prayers, we dismounted in 
a little plain, or rather valley, chiefly surrounded 
with hills, and thinly sprinkled with trees, in 
order to say our prayers and to refresh ourselves. 
The spot was not considered as free from danger, 
and therefore some of us remained mounted while 
the rest perfonned their numaz,* or warmed 
themselves and partook of a water-pipe at the fire 
of dried weeds which had been kindled. Daood, 
the Ghiljee, and myself, together with half the 
armed attendants, remained therefore upon horse- 
back, while the merchants all alighted. But 
scarcely hud they smoked a pipe or said a prayer, 
when our ears were saluted by the sound of horses' 
hoofs, and looking around us, we saw a troop of 
twenty horsemen wearing high-peaked blue turbans, 
with short wide trousers and cloths round their 

• Prayers. 
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middles of the same colour^ and all armed with 
gpears and swords, bows and arrows, or match- 
locks, come riding full tilt upon us. 

The alarm and bustle of our merchants may be 
conceived. All started up, and ran about in 
strange confusion, calling out for their horses, and 
for quarter in the same breath. But their attend* 
ants had something else to do than to look after 
their masters or their steeds, and many of them 
set off at once, as fast as their own beasts could 
carry them. The Ghiljee " hon-eater" seemed 
utterly confounded, and uncertain whether or no 
to follow their example; and our red-bearded 
champion, in bustling towards his horse, fell down, 
and probably overpowerecj by the weight of his 
own armour, could not immediately rise again. 

Daood on the other hand, riding up to me, said, 
*' Now is your time, old soldier : if your liver is 
stout, stand firm. These blue devils are arrant 
cowards, and a little steadiness will put them to 
the right-about. Let your companion join me, 
and do as I do." — " Agreed, by your head !" said 
1 : ^' but let me profit by the fall of this re- 
doubted champion, smd arm myself a little better ;'* 
and galloping up to the horse of the red-bearded 
khan, which was picketed to the ground by his 
spear, I snatched the carbine which was hung at 
the saddle-bow. — " Now for it. — Bismillah !" said 

VOL. III. D 
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I ; and accompanied by bnly three of the attend- 
ants, off we 9et to meet the marauders. 

The Sikhs on their part, when they saw our small 
party advancing to meet them, drew gradually up, 
cautiously irresolute^ and bending their bows, sent 
a flight of arrows at us. The most of these mis- 
siles, whistled past us, and increased the cohftisioh 
of those we had left behind, by falling in am6ng 
them, while one or two slightly wounded some of 
oqrselves. To stop this • inconvenient practice, 
still pushing on, we discharged our matchlocks at 
the whole body with such fortunate aim, that one 
or two of the Sikhs fell from their horses ; upoa 
which the party scattered on all sides, as if a shell 
had burst among thenu "Bismillah! — ^have at 
those to the right,'' cried Daood ; and dashing 
at one nearest him, struck him a blow with such 
good-will, that his neck was almost divided, and 
he too came rolling to the ground. 

Nor were Noor Mahomed and I upon our side 
idle. The play of the sword was familiar sport to 
us, and in a very few moments each had brought 
down his opponent, fortunately without receiving 
any injury ourselves. "Hah ! Gholaumee! — Hah ! 
Naderee !" shouted I, in the excitement of the 
moment, while my brother returned the well-known 
response; and the Sikhs starting at the sound, 
spurred away from us, and collecting in a Uttle 
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knot, commenced a fire of matchlocks upon our 
tittle party. 

A shout told me that this fire was not without 
its success, and looking round, I beheld my red- 
bearded friend, who had now mounted his steed, 
and rendered bold by our success, was pricking 
forward to join us, suddenly fall from his seat. 
'*This won't do," said I ; ''we must charge these 
fellows ag^in ;" and, joined by a few others of the 
attendants, who seeing some probability of gaining 
credit for courage upon easy terms, had stopped 
their flight and come up, we did charge them. 
But it seems they had enough of it, for off they 
rode at speed, without waiting for us, and leaving 
five of their number dead or wounded on the 
ground. 

Giving them a farewell volley, we rode back to 
our party, which had now got into some degree of 
order, and had the satisfaction to find that with 
the exception of a few sUght arrow wounds to 
nVBn and cattle, and the extinction of our red- 
bearded hero, we had come off scot-firee. As for 
him, poor wretch, his caution had probably proved 
his destruction ; for while beUeving the fray at an 
end and all danger past, he thought he might 
cheaply support his character for courage against 
an already beaten foe, a stray matchlock ball 
had struck him right in the heart, and penetrating 
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armour and all, left him dead upon the spot : had he 
charged with us he had probably escaped ; but it 
was hisfate. As for the Ghiljee blood-drinker, we saw 
no more of him ; at the first fire he had put his little 
steed to its mettle and ridden off, arms, bags, and 
all, as doubtless was his practice in all frays ; and 
he thought it best not to show his face again. 

The party now gathered around Noor Mahomed, 
Daood, and myself, loading us with blessings and 
commendations; and adding, at the same time, 
their remarks upon the skirmish. " Holy Pro- 
phet !" exclaimed one, " how they did gallop up 
to these blue-turbaned knaves ! saw ye ever such 
boldness V — " And how the fellow did whirl about 
that sword !^' cried one of the Hindoos, shudder- 
ing as he looked at its bloody blade ; " shah- 
wash ! shahwash ! * — one of our rajepoot thakoors 
could have done no better." — ** Ay, and how the 
unclean villains scampered away from them! — 
blessed be their heads for it ! — Mashallah ! we 
have got some lion killers among us, and we 
now know vvhich they are. — Oh, we shall get 
gallantly to Joodara now. — Thank Heaven we did 
start ! thank Heaven we have them with us ! — 
But see, here is the dead man's horse ; what is to 
be done with it, and with his arms ? — Does any 
one know his family?" — " Here is his match- 

• Well done. 
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lock," said I ; '* it has done some good to-day, — » 
more I fancy than on most occasions in its mas- 
ter's hands. And his horse is a more serviceable 
beast than my yaboo ; with your leave, gentlemen, 
I will ride it instead." — " Ay, ay, it is but right ; 
do so ; and take his arms too," exclaimed the 
whole party, " you have well deserved them." 

During this colloquy our friend Daood had not 
said a word, but stood eyeing us with interest and 
curiosity. When I was turning away to prepare 
(or resuming our march, he followed me. " Sa- 
laam Aleicoum ! comrade," said he with a very 
peculiar emphasis, " may your house flourish !— r- 
old soldier, indeed ! — truly, I believe ye. Hah ! 
Gholaum-e-Nadiree ! — aha, aha ! are we there ? — 
Mash-Allah ! I thought there was something in 
the trick of that sword and the handling of that 
matchlock that smacked neither of the Affghaun 
peasant nor the Hindostanee sepahee. Country- 
man, I greet you well. Salaam Aleicoum !" say 
I. ** Aleicoum Salaam," replied I, in a corre- 
sponding tone of jocular irony ; *' yafteed, you 
have found me out ; it is true that I am from the 
H£Lk-e-Iraunee ;* — ^but where would be the profit of 
telling that here ? — ^you know on the contrary it 
might be very inconvenient to be recognised as 
such ; and therefore if you are a countryman, as I 
have for some time suspected, you will oblige me 

* Hiky earth ', the Fernan toil. 
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by saying nothing on the subject to others. "-^^ 
^' A countryman !" echoed he with kindling eyes ; 
" ay, you may swear it ; every inch of me a 
careless frank Iraunee, whose delight is in his 
horse, his sword, the ^ cypress waist and antelope 
eye ;' a cup of wine, and a song of the divine 
Hafiz ! Fear me not ; I am true as steel ;-Tyoi^ 
secret is safe with me. — But how came you here? 
— ^Ah ! I can guess ; — a scattering from the skirt 
of that huge body that has just swept by; — a 
grain dropt from ita overgrown mass : — ^many such 
are sprinkled Qver the cSountry: — I marvel you 
have not met with them." 

*' My friend, your guess is just ; I did beIon|^ 
to it ; but do so no longer. I am my own man, 
and on my return homewards. But see, we mus^ 
join the party : — ^we may talk over this' subje(?| 
kereafter : — ^we cannot be far from our mu^L" — 
** No, not quite two cos."* — " Well, thep, we 
shall resume the subject this evening; per-* 
haps you may now be more disposed to tell m^ 
«omethmg about Khoosheal Khan." — " Chusm ! 
rely upcib me," said he^ , 

Accordingly, when we reached the village wbete 
the day was to be passed, after having reposed 
ourselves for a few houi;s, my liew frie&d ai^ 
countryman, Daood, came to the corner in which 

ft 

* A cos ig about a mile and a half. 
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Noor Mahomed and I had fixed our quarters, 
and settling himself as comfortably as possible, he 
began at our request by informing us of his o'wn 
history* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



KHOOSHEAL KHAN. 



" I am/' said he, '* a native of Tubbus in 
Khorasan. When Malek Mahmood Seistanee 
was in the height of his power I was a soldier in 
his household troops. During the period of his 
rule in Mushed I was attached to his person, and 
fought with him against your late master, until 
destiny frowned upon him, and he lost his power 
and his life together: you may comprehend then 
how familiar to my ears was the war-cry which 
escaped your Ups this morning. Many of my 
comrades enlisted with the conqueror ; but I pre- 
ferred returning for a while to my own home, from 
whence I passed into various services, in which 
circumstances more than inclination led me, to be 
in opposition to the great conqueror. I have 
been a good deal in Ballouchistan and Sind, from 
whence I was led to take service with Hussun 
Ghiljee ; and we had some tolerable experience of 
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your mode of fighting at Kandahar. There I was 
severely wounded, which again frustrated my in- 
tention of joining your army on its way to India ; 
and I have remained among the tribes of this 
country ever since, supplying my wants by such 
means as Providence pleases to send me. Nor can 
I say upon the whole that I have fared ill. The 
supply it is true has neither been very regular ngr 
of such a description perhaps as a moollah would 
in all cases have approved of; but we have con- 
trived to exist. 

" As for your late master, however strong may 
have been my desire to enter his service, it has 
now passed away. I have ever had the most de- 
cided taste for preserving on my person all the 
members and features which God was pleased to 
give it; and I am fond of enjoying in my own way 
the poor pay or plunder I may honestly acquire. 
Now, as it seems the shah's opinion and mine 
might differ upon these points, I am resolved not 
to place myself in a situation where his might 
prove the ruling one. I have seen too many poor 
devils maimed or cast adrift to think of running 
the same risk. As for you, friends, I dare say 
you have reason to thank God for coming off with 
sound limbs ; but how happened your disgrace .' 
what rank had you ? what did you lose ?" 

I communicated to our new friend Daoorl 
such particulars of my story and condition as I 



93 THS fE&SIAK 

thought it safe to trust him with^ concealing how- 
ever my rank and name. I told him my reasons 
for taking so roundabout a course homewards as 
that by Boonere, and again requested him 'to gra- 
tify me by describing the khan's character, and 
by giving me such advice as might best enable us 
to present ourselves to him without danger of haim 
or detention. 

" To tell you the truth, friend Yussuff, (such 
was the name by which I chose to be known for 
the time,) I cannot ^flatter you that the course 
you have taken is likely to be either short or safe ; 
and yet, under all circumstances, perhaps it is the 
best within your choice. Following the army is 
oiit of the question; and as for the southern routes, 
they are all worse than this. The old fakeer was 
right in that ; the IQiyberees and Wuzeerees, and 
all the tribes of the Speenghur are nothing but 
fierce and bloody robbers ; nor are the khyles of 
Damaun much better : yes, if you must get on in^- 
mediately, this is your best way : — ^head the army, 
and strike down upon Herlit through Balah Mooi^ 
ghaub, and you will find your way home easily 
enough: but, Allah! its a wild tract, and many a 
vnld tribe will you have to pass through; our 
honest Eeliauts are sheep and lambs to them !" 

'' Oh !" replied I, " of all that I am aware— I 
know the gentry well ; but this Khoosheal Khan 
— what say you of him ? — you know, that in such 
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cases, a fortunate start and a happy hour will 
often make a prosperous journey/^ — '* Well ; with 
legard to Khooaheal Khan, you will have a nice 
and difficult game to play; for his penetration 
and discernment are as great as his power. 

*^ Khoosheal KJian 4s the second son of a chief 
of the Laweezehee tribe — a branch of the EussufF- 
zeheesy who possessed a few villages and a strong- 
hold on the banks of the Boorrundoo river in 
Boonere. The father, Anwar Khan, was a man 
respected by his dan; but, for a Eussuffzehee, 
peaoeaUe, and not likely to increase his property 
either by force of hand or power of head : but in 
spite of this pacific temper, as it is impossible to 
live among the Eussuffzehees without quarrelling, 
or being quarrelled with, he died with more than 
one feud on his hands, which, along with his au- 
thority and other property he bequeathed to his 
eldest son. The younger, Khoosheal, did not 
dispute his succession to either ; on the contrary, 
he feigned the strongest attachment to his bro- 
ther, appeared most zealous in his cause, and 
attended him, well armed> to defend him upon all 
occasions. Nevertheless, there were not want- 
ing rumours that it was no other than Khoosheal 
who gave access to the shedders of blood scarce 
a year afterwards, when they entered the apart- 
ment in which the young khan lay asleep, guarded. 
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as he trusted and believed^ by this very brother 
and his friends. 

" The suspicion of this treacherous intrigue 
received no small confirmation in the sequel, from 
the facility with which the new khan suffered 
himself to be reconciled to the family of the mur- 
derers ; for an overture being made upon the part 
of Durogh Khan^ the prompter of the murder, to 
give a beautiful girl, an orphan niece of his own, 
as the price of blood, to staunch the feud, Khoo- 
sheal Khan not only accepted of the offer, but 
retained the girl as an especial favourite in hid 
harem ever after, 

*' Having thus become possessed of his bro- 
ther's power, the khan sought by all possible 
mean» to accumulate riches, and to attach to his 
person followers independent of the tribe of which 
he was now the head. Well did he know that 
to strangers only could he trust for the means of 
promoting his ambitious projects, which would 
be vehemently opposed by every family of the 
clan, and nipped probably in the bud if unsup- 
ported by foreign aid. Accordingly, he purchased 
and trained to arms many Kaffer or Seaposh 
slaves ; retained in tis service, and conciliated by 
high pay, a number of wild Ballouches, Sindees, 
and Hazarehs ; all of whom he made no scruple 
at sending out, under officers of approved fidelity. 
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to waylay travellers and small caravans. In the 
mean time he employed all the powers of a very 
iSMTute Judgment^ and an address which he well 
knows how to render prepossessing^ to sow dis- 
sensions among the chief persons of his ooloos^"*^ 
attaching them one after another to himself^ until 
his party became so powerful as to fear neither 
internal combination nor conspiracy against 

By such keen-sighted and evil policy, and by 
watching and profiting by the difficulties of his 
neighbours^ often fostered by his own devices, 
has Khoosheal Khan amassed great possessions, 
acquired very considerable power, and exercises 
an influence in the tribe of Eussuffzehee which 
only yields to that of Timoor Khan of Punjecorah ; 
and so ably does he veil his ambitious views from 
the principal men of his ooloos, under a show of 
zeal for the general benefit of the clan, that they 
continue devoted to him in spite of the many acts 
of arbitrary tyranny of which he is often guilty. 
He is in short an able, active, and ambitious chief, 
whose natural cruelty and rapacity are veiled by 
craft and dissimulation, or checked by prudential 
motives alone ; who is moderate or just from con- 
siderations of policy, and not from any inherent 
love of virtue. 

" It was as a captive that I became acquainted 

* Or division of a tribe. 
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with I^hoosheal Khan. Tak^ priBoner in a skir^ 
mish in Ballouchistan^ I was purchased by wi 
emissary of the khan^ who was then adding as fast 
as he could to his miUtary force^ and I was ushered 
into his presence along with half k dozen others 
in much the same situation. After havii:^ ques- 
ti(med us regarding our respective countries and 
former occupations, and admonished us to be at- 
tentive and obedient to the directions we might 
receive from his nazir, whose business it was to 
appoint us our several duties, he was dismissii^ 
us, when I requested leave to say a few words to 
him in private, under whatever precautions he 
might think fit to order for the security of his 
person. The khan cast a look of surprise at me ; 
smiled something scornfully at the suggestion of 
possible danger from me — ^for he is truly brave, 
and desired me forthwith to approach the window 
at which he was seated, and speak what I had 
to say. 

" * Khan !' said I, after a fitting salute, * I am 
your prisoner — your slave; for you have pur- 
chased me : my life is in your hands — ^but only my 
Kfe. My will is still my own; and I tell you 
plainly, that it will rest with yourself to render 
me a useful servant for a fixed and Umited t^emf , 
or to lose your money and your pains in the at^ 
tempt to make me work against my inclination. 
I know the country well; and nothing short of 



ADVENTURER. 87 

chains or death will keep me in it longer than I 
like. If you will promise to restore me to liberty 
after two years from this time, I will for these two 
years be a faithful and zealous servant ; and you 
may find it more for your advanti^e to accept 
sueh willing work, than by seeking for more, to lose 
slave, money, and service altogether.' 

'^ The khan smiled again, and beckoned me to 
leave the presence ; but, as I afterwards learned, 
he charged his naadr to watch me well, and report 
of me especially. What report the nazir made 
of me I know not, nor need I weary you VBth 
detailing the struggles which took place upon the 
khan's part to reduce me to unconditional obe- 
dience ; upon mine to evade all work, and to pro- 
cure my freedom. Both, however, failed; and 
(me day the khan, provoked at my obstinacy, but 
recollecting the conversation I had held with him 
on my first arrival, sent for me, and told me that 
he had a mind to make me useful to him on my 
own terms. ^ 1 have certain enemies,' said he, 
^ and I require a stout friend who will undertake 
to remove them. Will you be that friend?' — 
' Chushm !' responded I, Met your highness be 
pleased to indicate them.' And sure enough he 
did discover to me a tissue of plots and dangerous 
, intrigues which might have daunted many a stout 
heart. But mine is not easily daunted, nor is my 
conscience particularly tender ; besides, I was 
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extremely eager to regain my freedom. I under- 
took the various enterprizes, with full latitude 
as to time and means, but under a system of super- 
vision, which the khan was satisfied I could not 
evade. 

" I cannot now enter into a detail of the means 
which I made use of to circumvent and delude 
the thick-skulled AfFghauns : it is sufficient to say 
that the conditions of my liberation were per- 
formed, and the enemies of Khoosheal Khan slept 
with their fathers. But it was a still more diffi- 
cult matter to force the khan to perform his part 
of the bargain : he saw and felt my value, and 
would fain have retained me in his service ; but I 
soon made him sensible that it was the shell, not 
the kernel of the nut, which he alone could grasp; 
and I believe that it was only his full sense of the 
impossibility of extracting any good from me 
against my will, added to a wholesome recollection 
that an active and ingenuous friend might make a 
very dangerous enemy, and that the stratagems 
and contrivances which he admired when directed 
against his foes, might prove as efficacious against 
himself, that at length induced him to give me my 
discharge. I quitted him in spite of his high 
promises and repeated entreaties, well pleased to 
seek a less perilous and more satisfactory, even if 
a less lucrative service, although the latter could 
scarce be ; for now that he feels firm on his seat, 
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the khan is not the man who loves to see his fol* 
lowers become wealthy: he keeps them largely in 
arrears upon principle ; and moreover, surrounds 
them so thoroughly with his secret spies, that 
every motion which indicates a desire to quit the 
service is known and prevented, and they remain 
little better than prisoners or slaves for life. I 
jMreferred, and I dare say you will think very na- 
turally, the more liberal terms and more soldier- 
Jike employment of Hussun Ghiljee. 

** So strongly am I impressed with the deceitful 
and treacherous nature of Khoosheal Khan, that I 
never mean again to trust myself in his power. 
My knowledge of the country induced these mer- 
chants to engage me as a guide and guard to its 
borders; and their high wages tempted a soldier 
of fortune like me to comply. But I have stipu- 
lated, as they well know, that I leave them at the 
first carawul of the khan's dominions; and that, I 
shall accordingly do, one day's journey after we 
cross the Attock." 

Such was my countryman's narrative, for which 
I expressed my thanks ; and then craved his ad- 
vice as to how I should conduct myself in dealing 
with the khan. ^* I comprehend the full difficulty 
pf my part," said I, " and must entreat you to 
assist me with your experience. Think you, do we 
run any danger as travellers accompanying these 
merchants?" — "Your question," replied he, "is 
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a proof of how little you are prepared for the mui 
mih niiom you will bave to deal. Yon sun doee^ not 
mote surely shine in heaven liian you would b^ 
of' detention and eaptivity^ unless you can find 
some effectual means of eliding it. The cruel 
asftd tte crafty are always suspieious and jealous i 
your very -annival unannounced would awaken miisK 
tmst in' a- man who dreads, or at least watche&^ 
the approach of ev€^ traveller, and who knows 
instantly of every one that enters his territbriedi 
lib: ihere must be no concealments^: you must 
report yourself as a Patan from Rohilcund''^ if 
youf like, and can- support the charactisr. TkeB4 
Petans are blood of the Eussufizehees-, and sbotdd 
be well received by tile parent clan; but beware of 
admitting yourself to be a Persian. The Affghauns 
hate us for having conquered them: the inde- 
pend^it clans fear aikl are jealous of us. If indeed 
you could ciHitrive to throw yourself upon his 
pvoteetion, and to claim his safe conduct as a bootf 
of hospitality, it might lessen your danger." 

** I might take the sanctuary of his table,'' 
said I : ** the A%hauns, I betieve, regard it aft 
sacredly as we Persians." — " No,*^ replied he, 
** that is not the A%haun custom ; but they have 
a custom which is of equal sacredness and force r 
they term it tmnnawaufee. If you desire to re* 
c^vie a fkvour from any man among these dans, 

* A proTince of India, peopled hy t colony of Patant , or Aflj^biiinf* 
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be he khan or lyot^ you muBt repair before him and 
proclaim yourself his guest; but at the same time 
declare that you will iiccept of no office of hospi*^ 
tdity ; that you will neither taste of his salt nor 
share his carpet, unle^8 he consents to grant your 
request; and this request, so demanded, be it for 
protection only, or for more efficient assistance^ he 
capnot consistently with Affghaun honour deny, 
provided it be at all vvithin the boiinds of reason. 
^ '^ Your best course, I think, will be when you 
approach Joodara, where the khan at present re^ 
sides, to push forwlEtrd a-head of the party ; pfe* 
1^ yourself at the gate of the castle; demand 
admitiaiy^ on the plea of business wHli the khan ; 
aad then claim his protection in the manner- J 
h^ve told you. Make ti part of your request that 
you shall be forwarded safe out of his temtones 
ifi t^ose of such neighbouring chieftain as may 
best suit your views;- and he will surely perform 
his promise and redeem his pledge, at whatever 
violence to the more eVil promptings of his 
mindr" 

I cannot but allow that this acoouoft of the per^^ 
$qa ii^to whose hands I was about to commit my taie 
ffidfi me lively concern ; yet, unhabituated to fear, 
and relying perhaps too much upon my usual 
good fortune, and^ above all, unprovided with 
i^y more promising course to pursue, I resolred 
<q follow the advice of my friend Daood, and to 
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claim the Affghaun chief's protection in the man- 
ner and custom of his country. The dubious as* 
pect of the future, however, threw a damp over 
my spirits, which a superstitious person might 
have considered as ominous. 

The coimtry, after passing the hills which oc- 
curred in our second day's journey, became rough, 
and varied with wood and rock ; but the coldness 
of the weather had already nipped the verdure; 

On the fourth day we made a stretch to cross 
the Attock river, which we did nearly opposite the 
point where it is joined by the Boorrundoo stream, 
encamping at the small village of Moonere. On 
the fifth day, my friend Daood having, as he pro* 
mised, seen us to the borders of the khan's terri- 
tory, recommended us to proclaim ourselves at 
once his guests ; gave us his *^ khodah Hafiz ;'* 
and turning his horse without a moment's halt, 
doon, I have no doubt, placed the Attock between 
him and the chance of being arrested by the re- 
tainers of Khoosheal Khan. 

Next day, the caravan having reported them- 
selves as proceeding to Joodara, and guests of the 
khan, were accompanied part of the way by one 
of the guards in charge of the out-posts. And 
here, having learned that the residence of the 
khan was not more than a long day's journey dis- 
tant from our munzil, I resolved to push forward 
with Noor Mahomed as soon as our horses should 
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have been rested, in order to pursue the advice of 
our friend Daood, and to anticipate any reports to 
our prejudice. 

Instead of finding any objection urged against 
this plan from the guards at this out-post, no sooner 
had I stated that I had business for the khan's 
private ear than an Affghaun in his service imme- 
diately presented himself as our guide, and pro- 
posed to accompany me to the presence of his 
master. He was a tall, heavy, indolent-looking 
young man, clad in dark garments and a leathern 
cuirass ; and appeared, I must say, a true speci- 
men of Affghaun stupidity. He did his best, as we 
rode along, to pick out from Noor Mahomed and 
myself the nature of our business ; but so clumsily 
did he go to work, and so inartificially did he put 
his sleepy questions, that there was neither merit 
nor difficulty in evading them. I must do him the 
justice to say, that we had no cause to complain 
of incivility or disobligingness; and certainly if 
he gained but little intelligence from us, we equally 
failed of extracting information from him; for 
excepting a few vague expressions in praise of the 
khan his master, who he assured us was a brave 
man, — ^a worthy excellent person, and condescend- 
ing, kind to the last degree — not one sentence 
could we elicit to make us in any degree better 
acquainted with the chief in whose power we were 
so soon to find ourselves. 
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Restipg for a few hours of the night with the 
mullick of a Httle village, we mounted again at 
day-break and pursued our way. In consequence 
of the prize I had secured in the horse and arms 
of the dead soldier, my appearance was altered 
c<HJsiderably for the better; and forced by neces- 
sity to assume a feigned name, I determined to re- 
tain the Patau name which I had just adopted, 
and apply to it a plausible story for the ear of the 
EussufFzehee chief. Before we had ridden an 
hour the path which wound along the right bank 
of the Boorrundoo river, among stunted brush- 
wood, rocky hills, and scattered cultivation hang- 
ing in terraces upon the slopes, at length ascended 
a projecting range, and enabled us to look down 
upon a scene of very considerable beauty. 

*^ Behold the country of the Lawezehees ! — be- 
hold the dwelling of Koosheal Khan!'* said our 
Affghaun guide, with an air of importance, and a 
proud glance at us, as the valley opened up under 
our eye, displaying a fine variety of prospect. 
The stream which flowed rapidly in the centre 
was bordered by a stripe of cultivation of consi- 
derable breadth and richness. A fair succession 
of smaller glens sent down their tribute of waters 
from ridges of rocky forest-covered hills, which 
shut in the landscape on either side, terminating 
in bare cliffs. Lofty mountains of dark blue, 
whose spiry summits were clad in eternal snows, 
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dosed up the prospect in distant perspective. 
Many villages dotted the sides and points of the 
rising ground above the valley, and the smokes 
which issued from the lesser glens gave token 
that they were not without inhabitants. At the 
distance of two or three miles appeared the large 
and thriving village of Joodara, the residence of 
the chief, covering the ridge of a rising ground, 
of which the most elevated end was occupied by 
its kallah, or castle : it looked, as it was in truth, 
the mistress of the surrounding valley. 

Nor did Joodara lose any of its interest upon a 
nearer view. Gardens of fruit-trees and vines, 
mingled with noble walnuts, plane, and mulberry- 
trees, skirted the town, (for it was far beyond a 
village,) of which the flat-roofed houses rose in 
terraced succession up the sides and easier slopes 
of the rising ground ; and the castle, an extensive 
and somewhat gloomy structure, with walls of 
atone and lime, furnished here and there with 
round towers and bastions, crowned the top of the 
rocky eminence, inclosing a considerable area. 
The outhne of these walls was varied by several 
buildings, constructed either for ccmvenience or 
defence ; and the screened windows of one lofty 
structure, which rose above the dark precipice of 
rock, and overld^ed the black foaming pools of 
the river, sufficiently indicated that it belonged to 
the harem of the khan. 
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Passing through a maase of walls simouiiding 
gardens and houses interspersed with mulbeny'*^ 
trees and vines, we entered an irregular street^^ 
part of which formed the principal bazar, in which 
some dozen or two of shops displayed their rather 
scanty wares ; and yet there was about the |daoe 
an air of comfort and plenty, which argued the 
presence of a fostering hand. Tlie sort of lazy 
bustle that prevailed showed that the place was 
populous. A number of men accoutred in their 
quilted war-jackets, bearing swords, and tong 
spears, or matchlocks, were sauntering indolentfy 
about ; others with unbound tunics and ' their 
loongees"*" thrown carelessly over theiK heads^ aodf 
shoulders, looked like rakes wha had strayed 
from the baths after a debauch ; the peasants, in 
their coarse rough caps and felt doftks, were 
bringing their produce to supply the daily de^: 
mand ; women, in their long boorkbas, flitted^ 
about like spirits ; and all turned listlessly roimd 
to gaze upon the approaching strangers. 

The maidaun or open space before the entrance^ 
of the kallah was occupied by groupes of men on 
horseback or on foot, as variously equipped as 
employed ; and numbers of handsome fair robust 
youths swarmed about the gates and in the guard* 

* Long cotton sheets or scarfs of various colours^ used as 
wrappers or girdles by the Affghauos. 
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rooms anaexed to it. Some of these were hand- 
aomcly clad in mail or plate aim6ur^ with swords, 
-diields, spears, and matchlocks ; others only wore 
a laathem cuirass, or a thick quilted sword-proof 
jackert of silk or cotton. Some lounged carelessly 
jOH charpoees''^ of leather or cordage, covered with a 
qmlted resai ; others leant lazily against the wall, 
watching with listless eye the amusements of their 
•comrades in the maidaun. 

These amusements consisted of shooting at 
marks witk bows and arrows, or matchlocks, or in 
exercising their skill in the use of the sword or 
tke battle-axe upon the various substances and in 
the innumerable ways which are commonly made 
use of for that purpose ; and truly so little cau- 
tMHis were they in the use of their weapons^ or so 
little did they heed the danger or lives of others, 
duit we were aware of the bullets whistling and 
die arrows singing very close to us, as we rode 
■«p to the gateway. An air of listless haughtiness 
—of idle independence, amounting even to an in- 
dolent defiance of order, characterised the depoilr- 
ffient of all these youths in greater or less degree ; 
and it occurred to me, as I looked at them, that 
never was there better stuff for soldiers, while, to 
judge by appearances, never was there less gioA 
nutde of it. 

* R«d* WditMdi or fraaes of couches, od four feet, wlienco the 
VOL. III. £ 



1&6 Ifitfii VER%lA!r 

-^ A*^' Word* ftotil bdi^^tfide ib fee gtlAWs^Af flic 

"gAt^' mibfe l^usHtoo^lfehgtae, t^hith 1 dM Acvf^'tih- 

^c^^tAftS', pfb^ured ibur adinasaion into' the^irtiter 

'^c?6uri, trfiich was spacious, and contairicd bti&dings 

^ibr tfci6 " accommodation of both men and horfees 

fitelbtiging'to the khan's estabhshment, '-Dft- 

^^tetrtintirig here, we were ushered by an esseeka- 

*ghas§ee* along a winding passage, into an asslem- 

blage of buildings which, from being occwpiffd^'by 

persons like men of business, I conjec^uiieff to 

Consist of various offices ; and in fact these Wiere, 

f found, the secretaries and mooHahs cdftoectfed 

liHfh the femily and public d^partm^ts of' the 

khan*s government. » -*; 

At this place a chamberiain came forward ilftd 
tfeceived us, demanding to know our buskieiRS. 
Oh being informed that we came as gHebts; 'Bit 
decline\l stating either our names or btc^iifi^s 
until in flie presence of the khan, he left' us' %o 
report accordingly. A quarter of an hcAifr iit6W 
elapsed before the chamberlain returned' to say 
that the khan his master was graciously^ plesu^ 
to receive us ; and after passing through anbther 
tortuous approach, we reached a screen of "ein- 
broidered cloth, which being lifted to onie'i^de, 
^ Splayed a handsome court laid out in ']pl6ti[r of 
flowers and garden shrubs, with a pondt>f etear 

* Ad officer equivalent to a groom of the chambers or master of 
MiemoDies* 



^HS^F. WJft»fi B(H44^€^ii>A iajf;.rai;>g^ pC^i^l^^ oc- 

IfBPM^ ^ hwpT^ ^d,9f ,^Jbis oQwrt,' hmog, in\^ 

,S^«(* i^U or ope^ apartoent much r^^p4>topg 

,Q|^|ci .4>^waiik|w\eh» iu Pewar It yo^ e^ppf^ed 

•$^,^fty jFoodeu pillars and sc^lc^d or Sajp^Qpic 

^lUfhes of great height; the whole arc^ie^.tibi^- 

j^i^,.beiAg occupied by screens o£ qarved, wppd 

./ijp^ered wii^. oiled vpoper, for the trapsmissioo, pf 

^^frttcB^excktsiioa.pf the es^temal air. Them- 

>i(e]rioriQf. the hall^ highly. carved and ornamented 

^|i[^paiqt|ed^..^(H'ky J^ad galleries running round 

IjC^j^^rnaJ^ wall^i lurcaded and adorned iu the 

^mniek ^ii^^dioo^,, a^ opening r into suuiller qp^* 

ments above. The walls themselves were gtuc- 

' ,* k > 

y^^iwiiiih a, whitp. gUtteWg sub^j^uce,! ii^ich 

jBiif^f^ Miet,»iU^T^f >nd fonpp^ a happy contrast 

TiW^ j^^ painted work upon it. The flo^ \vas 

^^jC^^ifj^ed with rich Her^t caipets .and. haiidsqine 

.^H^u^udf,;, and all the doors which. opened into the 

Jjjl^^^re curtained with eoibroidered, crimson cloth. 

,^54t?tbf!i. upper corner, of this handsome apart- 

l^i))^t,^w^9 seated the khan himself, upon a richly 

j^blK>idered silk musnud^ and leaning against a 

./;{]^llionvC.overed with brocade. These particularsi 

i^jpajt^^ supposed, were the result of after ex- 

\(pf^ff!^^^ ; for at first my whole attention was 

,jijf^tf4i^,the per$k>n of the .khan himself— the 

arbiter of our fate ; which, seated as he was, at the 

oipen low-silled window, 1 could see almost entfrely 

' • '".'■{«" ^**A< -1-9 



from tlie stadbh wlier6 t Mad Ibeeil placed Bytife 
clmmberlain^ in ohJer to corit6rsd with hith;'fct 
my apparent or" assumed rank did hot entitle tti^ 
to admission into the apartment itself. 

The khan was a man of forty y^rs or more, of 
grave demeanour, and a noble presence. His sta- 
ture^ when he stood upright, was lofty, afid his 
person, though large-boned and Square built, was 
biit little inclined to fulness. A large but well- 
Formed nose, strongly marked eyebrows, and keen 
grey piercing eyes, with Very dark eye-lasheiSi, 
were the remarkable features of his countenance. 
Its lower parts were chiefly covered by a thick enisl- 
ing beard of a rich ruddy bfown colour, bordeting 
upon red. Such were hik features ; but ft Was-Uie 
peculiar expression with which they were imbued 
that chiefly fixed my attention. Those keen gr^y 
eyes shot their seaifching glance into the very sotil of 
nim on whom they w^re beht"; btit scarcely was their 
etfect perceived, than the fierce intensity of thcJir gaze 
Tfkded as it seemed in a moment, as a filmy cloud 
will somietimes veil the noon-tide sun, till they 
cast only a bland regard, calculated rather to 
encourage than appal the beholder. At the same 
liine the close wrinkling of the broad and noble 
bjrow, and the harsh lines which the momentary 
emptibn would draw around ifee mouth, percep- 
'Bble e^ thrortrgh the httkiif bettrd, would tStdfer 
k correispbnding charige ; so thsct the stkA, and 



almost terrifying character of the countei^anc^ 
pf^ssed, swift as the flitting shadow^ into all the 
sunshine of a radiant smile. Still, even in that 
smile did xlanger seem to lurk, and whether it 
was the influence pf previous reports, or that the 
lines of his wary features did in reality bear the 
^amp of dissimulation and perfidy, it struck me 
that the sage accustomed to read the character in 
the countenance, could scarce desire to s^e these 
qualities more strongly marked than in the fea- 
tiires and aspect of Khoosheal Khan. 

\X is said that the peculiarities of dress h&ve no 
small reference to those of character. I know not 
if it be so generally, but in the present case little 
was to be gathered from this source.. The khan's 
(Ifess. was plain, though rich and becoming his 
station : p. tunic of dus^y yellow shawl, made in the 
Pc^an fashipn,, was girt arpund him by a dark* 
i;^ girdle of the same material, in which was 
t^urust a short, gold-mounted Affghaun knife, 
sh^thed in crimson velvet. A dark-coloured 
cloak, or barounee of shawlj, worked in a rich 
pattern, and lined and t^mmed with fiir, hung 
from the shoulders, gracefully around his persc^ ; 
wd on his head he wore an embroidered silk cap^t 
trimmed with sable fur. 

'^ Health and prosperityto the exalted Khoosheal 
K^n!" exclaimed th^ airu^beggee, in loud and 
nespectiul tonq§ ; /' two strangers wait to kiss the 



e*xcliBii(!Miai, coitSh^ forward oil herariig fliis fJ^l^l 
DfiSsHiii/' afafid iaymg iny 'hahds tijxjh the 'W^dfl^'^ 
work of the window-sill, at which the khan 15ffEys■ 
««Kifild^ • ^'^ I^m yotiir gu4sf^,'lBiy"loid^cfti^ ser- 
▼kift^ ! atid I thrdtr mysiaf bn your pr6t«^to; Sm^ 
ywir ^eifVant comes in tmnha'^atttee^^nd be^dlii^' 
ni(A' Teceivfe ydnr h^pltalil^j/^; he <jan rieitfafer^ij*^ 
ujaS^thfe tarpet ^hieh "f&ttt favmirfmfey-dj^^a* fef i 
hfen,'li6r ^t of the i^alt y^tir lib^rriityttrtjr jte*^ 
▼Wte fbr^Mm nntil yt>u shfell gm^iottsly giie^^^lili 
lnftbWe|)etitioh1'' ■ ■' '-^'^^^ -^''i- i.^.'^^-^'iv^isu 
'^^%fe tH)iin^enahee 6f ^h^'klMtm ife!x]^i^es$^'Uiiq^i 
h^d^do^iH^ei « Str^gei-;'' said fce^af^ a p^ 
^ iviih y^u we^ are ^iinkcqukinfed ; but thm' y^ * 
kti6w W i«i ^ptein, iBiiiee you have sought' our dvffiSf^ 
irig ; arid tliat^you are afware of the A%liauli^tilft^ 
t6m8 is^ ho less clear/ sinee you have claimed^l^ii^ 
hdi^piiitlity tinder one the most revered aihcA§g<' 
tfaeto; "But dial thou feirljrwith us : let eil bfe-t>* 
idet ei]faality at least in knbwtedge of each^ oth«rr.^ 
SiifiiAto and what ^filsfe yon 1"^^-^^ Sfay, lasy tord^^^ 
e!ii1^t your reply to my app^al>'th!eH ishaUtb^-sen^ 
vant disclose his name and business. ^-^-^^^Sltfafe^^O^^ 



pI^4g^fiEa^tr.be qualifie<i;. bew^e of fe^^pfgi.^>^ 
eptisap^mfi^linto ayght tbat may ill consist ^^^t^R^^ 

tM Sly lord," replied I, *^ the pledge,, the, jfpL-. 
iiM^e I '.require, can in nowise interfere w^th t)).^, 
duly Tifbioh you perlbrm, so well*. I requirja »fpr. 
BKjpsQlf iandf fmcoid, while, in your dominions, ijovior 
l%tli[Q;^£^ty.iQ peri^oaiand in liberty; and ( dei^^f^ 
sitcjb^ ^j^anceand safe conduct as ^}ie laws /^. 
hQP|)itality to a.gmest prescribe, to certain. of t^,. 
neighbouring tribes and chiefs, so far as youTfi^' 
flij|^i|Q6i|iay^eLxAend, upon the road tp J^lallabadpr 
Cwbml. It; is little more than, is warr^gatec^ Jty, 
ttiQ'^u^qmsof yourlaod tO; the.cpmiag: g^est^^r 
tl|9J»/. the most scrupulous host would voliuU^j:: 
bc^^j yet it imports us much to knpw qui^Tf^i 
afpan^ of it." The khan examined joie with bia 
a§fir(^iuig eyes: the faithless , are. ever suspiciqi}^^ 
lk.w9A pktia thai in ibis caution of miue he drea^^^ 
SWH^. >deep^laid purpose; but after a pa^se o^ 
80a)et iliOBftenta he said,^^ Stranger, thy ca»d^$^f' 
tl^^'i^qudst ds singular.; but it is grant^i^nicrm 

SigSj^^nWhpm?'' - >■ .:r .;- ■'■:.c' ^^it- -r^i/rv 

Miy'J)ty4wd^ your J Jierfirant Ypssuffiia of Vfi^ 
origin, and corneal fi:Qja^4l;\e,:ei^t;en)k provinces of 
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Hindpstan, in the, armieaj" 9fj?bich,he.hwf.,9Wre4» 
Thit l&te disturbajxces in tli^tqounjtiy,, destroyed 
his occupation : business leads him to .Caubul, axwL 
thi^er he <was proceeding when he found his ^hare 
in the perils of the time^ being robbed along idth 
his &i^nd of aU they had^ and so severely huit, i^s 
to delay his further progress. In this condition they 
were overtaken by the march of the great Persian 
army, which rendered all journeying by the usual 
routei too dangerous to be attempted; thy safr 
yants therefore joined themselves to a small carar 
van proceeding hither, in hopes that they rnigl^' 
reach their journey's end by a safer^ aUhoy^ m 
more ciicuitous road. But their business havk^ 
been sa long delayed by their nusfortunea^ .1b» 
greater speed becomes needed, that. they mAjr.ji^ 
y^tin time to secure their objects; and thiw,iij|i» 
diat. thy, .servant has been induced to stipulatii^ 
perhaps in too urgent a manner, for such Aid^Mi^ 
may beat provide against fiirther and fatal 4ft^ 
teption/* ^ , ff 

Thiice while I spoke did the khan band lijiff 
.ejtB japon my &ce with all their eagle keennoi^jr. 
and a^i many times did that searching keennnii' 
&de in a moment into the bland mnile o£ eoic^iiT 
ragement. which I have described* Once, wheii I 
alluded. to my P^n p^ent9ge^,.again»: wb«i^,j( 
described the disaster whioh bad delayed q^r 
joamey ; and a third time» while I was detailing 



my reasons for trardling by tl^e circuitous route 
cir*Bb6nfere' : nor could I help being throwa into 
BbiAe c()Afusip&'uuder the^ pierciqg glances, whik 
cotBBcious of uttering an untruth. , . 

' ** A Patau, you say ?" repeated the khan in H 
tone of doubtful inquiry ;-^*'' yet you do not speak 
the language." — " Your servant has been long 
absent from his home, and has lived where Fer- 
sttt Was principally spoken/' — *' Ah ! is Pensiim 
thus spoken then in Hindostai3i ? . jVIethought the 
tones and accent there were different ; but I was 
wroog, doubtless: — ^what can we poor moun- 
taineers know of the courtly usages and style 
of iShahjehanabad ? And so you were plim- 
dened, and wounded?" — "Yes, my lord.'*-rr- 

^ " What ! robbed of every thing ?"— " Ay, left 
ahiaest naked/' — ^^^^And yet you seem tolerably 
dothed and armed at present: — ^you doubliess 
fell in with very charitable persons after your 

- misfortune V I told him the whole of our ad- 
venture oh the road, which appeared to arrest his 
attention strongly. *^ Shahwash !'' exclaimed he, 
half ironically, yet with a degree of energy which 
proved him not unmoved-—" you must be a stoiit 
hand at the sword. — But stay— ^I forget the pkrt 
of a Ao5f ," — ^laying an emphasis upon the word ;.-*- 
** y*ou have journeyed far, and must be fatigued ; 

' ascend, thou and thy friend, and be seated; we 
shitll converse more at ease.'' 
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** Your favour is great/* said I, inwardly 
cursing it, however ; for I feared this condescen- 
sion, which was probably not without its object. 
Nor was I mistaken ; the conversation proved to 
be a series of cross questions and observations, to 
which I felt it most difficult to reply. It seemed 
as if the khan had already penetrated my dis- 
guise, although too polite to say so; and often 
and bitterly did I repent of" having followed that 
part of my friend Daood's advice which sug- 
gested the adoption of a feigned character. More 
^bflitionise was a co^e^sion.c^the ti|uth vjpqi^ my 
jjtongue's endji but as ofj^eudid tfi^)^^<itPf^s^,f^ 
.ppTBQi the unple^ising subjept,ja3 af.v}^^a.vi[ fJ^|^|it 
y^^si painliil to me; and, ^t Jepgtl^Jlne d,b^p§d 
^p^f X^mjnending us both, tp the qw^, o£ Jth^..5|f^ir 
^£ his household, lybq bad prd^^),tp1S^ppJJ[.,J^s 
.l^^very.qwlbr^. ;...^ .. ;,.,. ,,, ,,,/ 
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>-i^ ....... !■ : . - ,,cHAP;rpi,n- ...:• .-.,,,r ,>p^^ 

if , DOUBLE-DEALING. 

/(i»j4^ij*j.^j flays^ passed Oft in quietiiess^ taid ^s6^ 
^idid^T'Btte^rfie inxiotis to resume ourjoitnle^.^^ 1 
tlMfdif^^waited 6n the khan, wha recfeivedf%e 
"4H!K^%«{ ctistotoafy politeness; but wlreti I^fg- 
iHSftd'%3^ \W^hes, he assili^d m<* ^^^^ tlnft^couhfty 
betWiiri Joodara and the pksses toTvairds JelafflaUkd 
was in much too disturbed a condition fof* safe 
travelling, and that he could not by any means 
permit a friend and guest whom he valued to pass 
beyond the limits of his own authority for the 
present. " We have made ourselves responsible 
for your safety,'' said he, *' and your blood would be 
upon our head were any evil to befall you after 
quitting this place during a perilous time, with our 
consent." It was not my business to irritate the 
khan, or to afford him any handle for throwing off 
this responsibility ; so I was fain to admit the 
excuse, though dubious of its sincerity. 



- Stroiiing {Mm l)aiiBlf a>«hdrt i^le after tlii»^ 
ihiiSryiew, 1 met with Somte 6f thfe Taujuok toer-- 
ch&nts^ niyiate caravan coAipknlons'; tod inc^ottrsb- 
of convJersafion with them was made aware of a 
report, which I did not hear without alarm. It 
wias said that Nadir, enraged at the refusal of the 
Eiissufizehee chiefs, either to repair to his pre- 
sence, or to furnish him with the supplies of men 
and stores he required, hid detached a large force 
against them, with orders to spare neither men 
nor time in bringing thetn to then: senses, and 
forcing theiu to obedience. Even while I remained 
talking with these men did Sreish accoonts arrive 
in the place confirmative of the same tidings | tod 
it was plain by the increased bustle and the. 
angry stir which speedily €^dse in it, that prepara- 
tions of some sort were already commencing. 

I could not avoid fueling that my own positioii 
must become extremely critical, if snch a measure 
should be taken on the part of my late master; 
and a doubt regarding tiie expedience of the 
course we had taken, which for scmie. little time 
had begun to haunt my nund, revived with more 
force. Still the question of " what better could 
be done V remained unanswerable as before, and 
reconciled me to a prdspect which was not in itself 
too cheering. 

On the following day I pnce more attended the 
audience hall of ihe khan, in hopes of learning 



ol)servijig/i?«^hat]»(as going pn,; but I paw the kl^a^ 
iBl his wstpnwy ,se^,:?^nd, 93 it appeared,. ^ar^cas^ 
occupied^ Thej:-C( was. something ojf €vil forjej^pdiiiff 
ia the ii»p>ils?i» ,^hicb iu^wed m^U> pr^^^s Jfoj:^^4 
ta^ee whaA flight l?e tjie witei' ; ainl tlie gu^r^a 
su^d youag efi^ajn. ^tte3j,danc^ recognising ipe^as 
theikbaaf^gu^sfe made room foj; m^ to pass, so tliat 
i3%;% moment I. fpund ??xy^^I{ within the circle of 
tMteiidmt% »f^/ ia iuU view , of the khan, and^ c^ 
every, persoai 2^ the. presence. . , 

) I *HaviEig made, cay obeisance in the usual f9rm^ 
mjr efyes mechanically ; turned towards the spa^e 
i|i- front; of ctibe phie^.^nd it may be iujiagii^ed with 
what S^elings I perceived three men <;lad in th^ 
Per»an habit» who with arms, bound, apd djress 
very much disordered, stood i^ charge of several 
A%hauns, with drawn swords in their bands* 
l!he trifliag movement caused by my approach 
made these men turn round at the very moment 
when my eye. was upon them. , Unfortunately ^r 
ma, peiiiaps' fe(r both, the recognition was mutual 
oehI instantaneoua* I knew them for soldiers, Ioimt 
» iibft. royal servic^^ an4)>^nging to the corps of 
Jalloyei^ which had often been lunler my com- 
miandf; and they d»id. not .feiji j^ j^^adily.to ^col- 



- Stroiimg into tte balzdf a^^ after tlii» 

im<iryiew, 1 met With'Sbmfe^f thfe Taujuok toer-- 
chtots^' niylate caravan companions'; And in^c^ottrsiEi 
of cohviefsation with them was made awai^ of a 
report, which I did not hear without alarm. It 
was said that Nadir, enraged at the refusal of the 
Eiissuffzehee chiefs, either to repair to his pre- 
sence, or to furnish him with the supplies of men 
and stores he required, hid detached a large force 
against them, with orders to spare neither mea 
nor time in bringing them to therr senses, and 
forcing theiu to obedience. Even while I remained 
talking with these men did Srdsh accocmts arrive 
in the place confirmative of the i!$ame tidings f and 
it was plain by the in<ireased bustle aai} the. 
angry stir which speedily arose in it, that prepara- 
tions of some sort were alrieady commencing. 

I could not avoid feeling that my own positioii 
must become extremely critical, if snch a measure 
should be taken on the part of my late master ^ 
and a doubt regarding the expedience of tbe 
course we had taken, which for some, little time 
kad begun to haunt my mind, revived with more 
fofcc. Still the question of " what better could 
be done V^ remained unanswerable as before, and 
reconciled me to a prdspect which was not in itself 
too cheering. 

On the following day I once more attended the 
audience hall of the khan, in hopes of learning 



fflfed. Jhe court, wJh^ J,,/^qjl^e(jl^ pi^e vented iiy 
observing what )vas going ou ; but I saw the kha|i 
iu his ^ustoma^y se^t/and, 93 it appeared, earnestly 
occaipied^ There, was something ojf evil f9rebodihg 
ia the impulse, ^hicb induced m^ to press fejrws^fd 
ta^ee what iipoght be the mattei* ; and tlie guards 
9ii4 young meain attendance recognising me, as 
thei khan's guest, made room for me to pass, so that 
ii^s% moQ^ent I found myself within the circle of 
tMendants^ m4, in full view .of the khan, and p|f 
evesiy. person 'm the presence. 
).Ha^angmade my obeisance in the usual f9rm^ 
my efyes mechanically turned towards the spa^e 
i|:i front. (^. the ohie^ and it may be imagined with 
what feelings I perceived three men clad in tha 
Penian habits who with arms bound, and djress 
very much disordered, stood in charge of several 
A%hauns, with drawn swords in their hands« 
1!he trifling movement caused by my approach 
made these oien turn round at the very moment 
whea my eye was upon them. Unfortunately for 
ma, pertiaps far both, the recognition was mutual 
oehI mstantaneouB* I knew them for soldiers^. lopg 
»liift.xoyal service^ and belonging to the cprps of 
JalloyeiB, which had often been lunler my com- 
nsatid; and they did not fail as readily to j^ecol* 



kctstbebqldkmnafli^ifxlet^rj^ ^ ^ftoo#4^ lftdif>^ 

mJ^htnuigiiB not xoore rapid tibtitti(>r&&^ Ihshi 
the glance which shot towaJrde nitofrota tte feyfe 5f 
tberiiiifin fit tMB anfoitui^t^' diivcoT^lry f-^tvbr BBes 
tUH^Qfud frctoi>wheiic^i it issued dose tytfer it - nfeife 
quicHtjr ^ and return to its' dull* *ftt€^/ than 'did Mi 
eomxtenance resume' itd caliU' 'and^ pl&ic^id '^^g^^dil 
Biat it was enough j-^^^c^i^noealm'^t -Wtts fi^ito"^d: 
And Qh, how bittedj did' I j«gr«(t it^h^deito- W^ 
lowrted to! Such regrets; 'fretfe hdWi«i^ef^4ftW^ 
amd^I prepared to bide the Moriiiy WMd^dd^^^ 
WB»jabout4K> burst upoflfttnie; " /n,iv ot^u-: io' 
-J^iaing the slight ccmfufeidn ifttD'v^hftili f ^<vSi 
thiotvn by tliii^ nneficpected imjidifetit; • ^M' th^^ ^at- 
tention" kidrewi- upon: m'd, I hfeid ttttfefttjyfc^a^^fe 
jlMmse the men by 'a sign, indicatiMi^ tny^gl^i^tt) 
refinadniunkaown^ and^ tAf eyes tr^re iku^ fd^^L 
few scK^da diyerted ffom tih^ khan. * But'ii^'iyik 
tiiaiir ;a dnniite jaft^/ dne b# his peti^na! *&W^!iS3^ 
«Bft& appfeoalehed me^f and respectfully iritin^H;^ 
hs^onaster'Js liesiKeithat I should e^ei^ t!ie Sei^^ 
-Uianfihiaiid tiibe a. seat -I 'c>bey^ * ' aiid V^ 
mmzhtgget iodicated a^aeat for highei^ thahtiitilir; 
on my way to which tb^ichief/'bca^rnhg l^ctei 

* Alas ! dlas ! 



i(i^> acluioi/dbdged xnalvith- one of thiftkindkat* 
looking smiles,.! '^ Strangle jftiis/' thought I^ wUh 
an emotion of mistrust, as I saw myself the object 
of $o jaauch misplaced ciyility. ^^ Heaven grant 
that.itmey beforgood I" r 

The khan now gave directions, in my hearings 
that the men should be placed under a guard'; 
but well entertained, and suffer neither insuU nor 
iUrtseatment ; an order which quieted myimme^ 
diflte apprehensions (H2 their account: and not 
lopg after,, dismissing the audience and greater 
niji^beil^ .of his attendants, he turned his person 
and kis. attention to me. • After a few expcessiotns 
of customary civility, which, however, were litteied 
in.the mpQt courteous tone, he continued to sa^, — 
'' Tl^e circumstance which has just occurred has 
pnly Qipnfirnied a&ct, of which, permit me to say, I 
Yfai^. before aware*^ I mean that you, my giHst, 
were a Persian. To discover tbia required <bttt 
little penetration. Of your ^emk, whatever may 
haire been my suspicions, I yna ignorant ; andblisrt 
ibis, I pray you, be my excuse for all short aMn- 

» 

ings of attention. It remadns for you to compkte 
the imperfect information which accident rJtae 
afforded, and to favour me vrith the true siotivcs 
of your visit to my country.'* 

Surprise at this very unlooked-for result to so 
threatening an incident kept me silent for a mo- 
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tx^ent. But suspicion was still awake as I as^ed 
mysfelf more than once wKat uii^^cHef^d mtitita^^ 
view could be? what he codtdptirpose' by thii* 
overstrained courtesy to one who had attempted so 
grossly to deceive him ? At last I replied : " Khaii ! 
the confusion I have felt atid still feel in your 
presence, is but a just punishment for the at-^ 
tempt I have made to deceive you. It was the 
suggestion of another, and I suffer as I ought to 
do for rejecting the more honest promptings of 
nay own judgment and of right feeling, in favour 
of an advice which I could not approve of. It i^ 
true, I am a Persian; but as in the first instance J 
scarcely thought of appealing to your loi'dship, 
I saw no necessity for awakening your suspiciofls, 
or risking my own detention, by declarilig this 
uncalled for: my conduct should have been al- 
tered with my arrangements, and I nOw regret 
that it was not so.- — But t^ proceed — I have been 
an officer in the service of that prince, who, now 
it is said, has resolved upon invading these r^ 
mote regions. — I am so no longer : and the rei^ 
of my story is true. My friend and myself hav^e 
been plundered, and we are anxiously desirous to 
return to our families, which are exposed to great 
dangers in our absence." I then related suocin6tly 
the substance of our real story, suppressing how-^ 
ever the worst particulars of the iil usage we hict 
experienced ifrom our, late master. 
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^^j^^jl^Jjfl^ liiifjten^ to. the recital with siknoe 
a^ att^tion^ poly aow aod then uttering an eja^ 
cviftjfii^ of j^ynapathy or of abhorrence as the cir- 
cwx^^taiLQes of our disgrace were touched upo^, 
" By the soul of my father^ this is but sorry treat- 
mmt for a faithful servant I" said he^ when I had 
do^e ; " ajKl a tyrant deserves no better than to 
lo^lua m^st zeaJk>us, adherents when he make9 
th^m dogs to apurn at, as this shah of yours has 
don^it I do not wonder that you have renounced 
him^j I only marvel he continues to retain so many 
friends &9 do stick by him. But suppose now; 
he., should become wiser, and hold out the saluta** 
tioQ of pardon and peace to his old dishonoured 
son^ants, think you that you. could resist thein<- 
vitetion ? have you so utterly abandoned his ser* 
v^ce, that you joever would again receive his salt, 
nor djraw your sword under his banner 1" 

." My lord/' replied I, " they know little of 
Nadir who believe that he will ever unsay what he 
hfi3 once said, or repent of what he has once done, 
or reverse a sentence that he once has pronounced: 
— iind if he could so behe his nature, could we, 
hi£^ feithful, zealous, trusted servants forget that 
we have been disgraced, and again repose confi- 
dence where it has been so signally violated? — > 
My service with Nadir is over, and for ever:" and 
my throat swelled almost to choking as the truth 
of thifl declaration — for then I thought it was true 



-^pii^rjfapio^ v\¥ith , force aHpoi>j^yr»incl> 9x1^^ J 

,»,^^ An(lyeV'^i4*he kkanf, f,'iyouitb,in^ pf /iPfttu^^y 
ingto Persw^, wl^eaye you jwtistjfor ever U^igi^f^ 
Iu9^yean4 hand> and where he mp^y. cF^alf^y^; 
lil^ a wpnn, wheu his caprice, movf^s hmtcH^O/^^i^i 
•^n-*- MytlDrd,5we Iraunees lovethe spU whiah,l>^F€^ 
ua^r^its roQks and its plains, its. weed».ai^d>(^<^?. 
ikfwais are dear to our very SQu)^»r- Oiir.bearta e^^t 
light ; the land ia wide : the lordty lionanti th^rhif^l 
bla mouse dwell there ^nd cross ^oft e9^)i 9tb^^ 
pf^ths :-^the sparrow tak^s its littl^. flight ^^9^*? 
h^paed of . the soaring e^le ^h^^ jtjti^. j^i^jj^, 
WTiath.wiU pass away— he, will Geas^.tp 1jy«j^|e%, 
his old servant's life. Besides, my lord, werl#iffi> 
faijailiosTrr-faipihes ,whom we h>ve, and tcf.ji^hem 
ot^r prolonged absence may be fiaital.-" ^ • »i.tBm 
A sajrc;astic smile i^ghtly curled the thj^ b^^t^g 
aa well as th^ features of the khan. '* A .IpW^ite^or 
1^ repeat^— '^ ah, a family ! Bat suppqi^i^ir^r^f 
ap^ther service to be placed in your offer-rrft J^fit^, ; 
sittrer service^ under $, master of a. differi^nSffiFlQDsI 
—suppose suck a thing, might you iiot be'tje^Bt(^i 
to accept it ?"-*■" No,' khan," rjsplied I wjit^ijgi^pi^i 
n^fiiS : " my first. duty, my iirat wishf is- to-S§fi ifly^ 

C9^ I accept ^o sfi?;Yice,f^Q?;:tom.,t^ th^ lagblij 
h§fl^,^rftheileft,iA.j^Mwrneyi^ mM^^Ah^m^'oB 
-^^ %l^ think^be,w^j5fifltiaj:>J;^^ipatl«i%^ydoC^ 



ir^i^ft**(jH««t life- 

mediately, it is a <h(^§ltfikd^fei^t<^'td '^i^^^ 

xMOMfl' *hW fell tip<»i' 'JikHiif^ 'fe^ ted ill -^di^^ 
ti^'tHey wotild lode tlieit belfert hop^; tf^lr K^tfi* 
nusMy^throWrt" away 'in the vain attempt 6f doitig- 
ii)ftp6bdibiiitieiFi to Bticeoiirthem/'~^<The kha^ hail 
sj^kfeti the tmth/' replied I; "the way w loi^ 
ahd Ikd^^^dngeris many, but the lives of mem ttr^M' 
UMi^liiftild^ bf Ood. The fate which was i^amp^ 
by^^e Almi^ty on this forehiead cannot but bi* 
ai^li^lifiliied ; ahd if that fate bie to perish in ih& 
pafli^irf dti'fy/Whether' 4h the field or in the-dtitt*^ 
geitafj-^by fl6od ot by firfei Ismael desired not W' 

^^^But'refltectj be calra/^and took into mn 
matter," urged <*e khan." *' It is true, as thdti* 
s^^ {ii«b€ the appointed fate of ihah mnist be 
acedUi^hl^d ; but he is not therefore warranted' 
irf'Wfehing wilfully to 6eek that fate; the law of 
G6f declares that man shall use the obvious and 
li^i^^ineans committedto him for the purpose of 
Mitf^tisservation. Be wise, — ^be just ; a little de- 
loJ^'iMiy sav^ ft great evil; Th6se disturbed tiitteB 
vAB pasff away, and you t^ay then pursue yOtii!* 
path itt safety. Suppose," continued he, aseuiili» 
ii^-^' iltill more gracious and coniSdlentiieLl toH^; 
anda^ift^ t6wards i^e^-^^kttpp(M€^,^l^m^^^ 
tdb€i^(iteik^Wlth'j*)if^thfef y6u#tre W fb? 



so9^ tiB^e wUb Qie^ I reqw^ alM^V «ui4 9^9(b>lli 
(^ers : my Affghauni young laeib ane ME>jie «r¥i 
itiUingy/^^ut altogether. unskiUcil in Xht ^moitui^fk 
of war:-.to you these are familiar; gtayand^iiir 
struct them ;^-be my geiieral and my friend; 4i<<r 
tate your own terms, and you will fiud my Ul^eriii]ii|y 
will surpass them. Then after a timte i^tumi tp 
Persia, for your family, and bring them to ^ 9IHW 
asylum — to a friend who will not, fail yw.'' 

The countenance of the khan grew mpr<^ a^i* 
mated as he unmasked his real views a^ {^^93^ 
his tempting offers upon tone; but ;the ^milo/g^^ 
w^y to a darkening gloom ^ he sa;ipr tb^ v^ei^4r 
ing determination of my soul^ and beafdrff^.y- <}^ 
cided reply. " The khan is very gracious; ^b^^bAls 
ipouch^afed mw^h favour and honour to his, s^^rvim$ ; 
but he entreats forgiveness ; .he is u^ihai^y in t^^t 
he cannot a^ept of the khan'-s mumficenpe^^^H^ 
is bound by duty and by promise to visittKh^w^iiiw 
without delay. Besides, let truth be told, f hqujlfl 
its words prove the sentence of fate: my lc^;^|^ 
n^w abput to draw hi^ sword against tb^ i|l^9J|^.f^f 
Pfirsia. Long has thy servant eatein bis saltp^ai^ 
ajccursed is he who injures^ the hand wbiqb 9Wffi 
cherished him. Never sbs^U the arm of tl^y4i|iH 
vfuit be lifted against Ij[adir^ the p^roi^i .fnd 
protector of his youth: this is bis unal^eriib)^,;^}- 
solution. And now^, O khan J forg^ npt. i%t 
Ismaelis thy guest 5 h^.fi^c^^Jb^ie^it^^tB^ 
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m't»m*mtfMhSi[i^iSjb^ybvk his mind "was blam«- 
teSB towards the^« ^o thfee it was the salste 
^Itb^ti^v ¥t!s^^ tSie Platai^, <h^ Ismail Keerkloo 
W^rithy 'gtiest to these few fleeting days. By 
His s^rexl natne of guesi then ^o I claim thy 
(AMlise^ to be "^ safely, and without delay, con- 
"tteyed'to fttf As thy |)OWer extends towards Jelal- 

Long did the khtito combat iny resolutions, and 

TAatiy ^re the ^a^s in which he sought by 

ilsi$(ptfttk)tti, -liy pcf^trasion, and by a fonnidable 

atvay of danger and difficulty, to make me alter 

ill. 'A*id it wfts a atriking thing to see the command 

irf t^pi^r which during this long discussion he 

1fil^filyed>: aUhetfgh the cloud did more than once 

^dGuAcen'his brow. At length he ceased to contend ; 

^#fcid I ^hkn Hot ettsiiy forget the peculiar and 

^i^st^diiied expression of both face and tone with 

^Wkfchi drawing himself up, he said, " It is well : 

^thiy 'ifefusal disappoints me, but thy obstinacy 

^riuitiphs: thou hast my promise, and shalt see its 

^^rftjwnance. On the morning after to-morrow 

1Mb 'ttibu and thy friend in readiness ; on that day 

ah eacdH true and brare shall wait on thee, until 

thou ait clear of the limits of my sway : beyond I 

iSfo neither influence, nor answer for events. Thou 

iBi^^ the dangers and difficulties of 'the attempt, 

mnA dht^st upon it ^th thihe eyed fully open : 

VMi* thfy Qwh tie&d ^Iterefbrcr be the consequences ; 
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.^^.Q]^fi|Q^^sai:^pltS(^enm.a^ thi&disdiaaatoiy 

j^rmpgi .J^wft* r^joicedi beyond measure. at thte 
^HP^^h . off £K) speedUy resuming our jouinfiy, 
^]^^f^^>^r .imghi b^ >he dangers^ to be encounteKedy 
i^Yi y^t tDiQt/jlii^ly to. ,8uj!paB6 those /iw^"Jbftd 
j!^^dyiesoa,pi^^^di¥bioh; had beset u»/beret; 
i^^d J :^fter . ^xj^Y^mng ;miy thfu^ to the khim; £»r 
jkU^Us k^qdnessy It returned,, to our quartern- to 
jqgpmuQicat^ , these, , »good tidiogs to Jfao5 \JMSiar 

That very evening the khaa'9/lia9nrr<es«m ito 
^ij^p ^Qfi^rtift^t in f4;hai:ga Qfa. , ihandsoisie. ^ntdnUdn- 
.f|)^.j[r(^. thfe; kitebeRof: his m^ter// wjwb ;>»us 
l9Pt>]^lore iusi with > high respects The! fe$i9t.u«s 
iltlj^ndedrby ^eyeiral'.ofilhe /khan's ofi^oerS): .wlu) 
^p^e<^/pay. .their ^respecta^ und, wfaomjl iflrrited 
tapartfikQiWiiiuus. :This they declined, bij^ije- 
m^iQed , converging with us in such sort: asi the 
imperfect knowledge of •each others langungie-rrfer 
^ey spoke odSbly the Pushtoo tongue— enabled us 
tQtdo. . We. bad 9Wxy visiters .in the. course of 
th)s eveqing, and, amc^g them one whose peeu- 
^sa^Y ill-favoured -^ppeiirance was the : qnly^ xause 
l?f rPy remarking hm^ at all ; ibr. the view I bi4 -Of 
Im^ws^ b^t wpe?fe^t,,and. tbf^ diM^epa too gn^ 
foijifpbct obsery^tiiQ^^; ^ty9fL$^m^W^'%mffrh&mi 
figure of great size, who wor^^e lAig^iiiWitcap 
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«Hd tmbM »ve#>^ld: l^npbidding -featutes^ r^^ered 
more revolting by a* pair of 'sqmb?6mg efes^ ai&i 
Im ispehs&a*^ vmM wrieipped in a thick felt cloak; 
H^ fmB^.Hkej said/ a relative of the kliaH^d> lirKt) 
mnafaecording'to that chiefs desire to pay'tto Ms 
jtaBpeots; and he was introduced by the name %{ 
iKdftas»'Klian. He remained however but a. few 
iuiMitc»; and soon after his departure the nazfr 
iMd^Us whole party quitted our apartment, v6^ 
fSeatiiilgtthe admonition to be prepared for marching 
iN&^the«c6[t succeeding morning, when our* escort 
should be ready to attend us according to thk 
4ird6rB'of the khan. ' 

iiiil^luiiistlierethat has passed through this earthly 
^|filgrmiiage without occasionally experiencing certain 
>ii£tho8ebminous forebodings, those whisperings bf 
"tlmgs Qkboiit to be, ^hich frequently precede im- 
(portmttand fetal events; and which, were man 
iDom- heedful, and less blindly rash, might serve 
avt useful warnings to prepare him for his &te? 
FW jufictores of consequence, in my own career 
^ leHsly have come upon me unannouneed by 
tedl*mysterious intimations, either palpable at the 
iill9l^ ot subsequently rec<^nised : and such a dim 
i^tiidng of Providence did I consider the singular 
*drGMi ^hich oppressed me this night ; -although 
HASUe 4)ai^t ba;v^ attributed it to tiie impre!si»btis 
'IMAdtft^te^iiy^tniad^rfthe agitating cohviereation'g 
Irftb^jpifeReieBng day. • 
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Without that oonaciousness of sleep which often 
acGompaniesadream, I foimd myself, as I thought, 
upon a wide plain, above which shone the azure 
sky, sprinkled with innumerable stars. While 
gazing upon the brilliant vault, my attention was 
arrested by the sound of a voice, which pronounced 
my name in solemn accents. I looked, and beheld 
the dim figure of a dervish, in whose shadowy 
iHitline methought I could distinguish the form of 
him whose counsels had so often influenced my early 
life. "Ismael!" said the voice, "beware! — ^the 
lustre of thy star is dimmed. Look to thy steps :" 
and my eye turned mechanically to the deep Uue 
sky above me, where my own auspicious star was 
wont to bum with clear unvarying brilliancy. But 
it was not to be seen ; and after a while I saw a 
little dark cloud occupying its place in the 
heavens. A mournful sensation came over me ; 
and I was stiU occupied in contemplating Urn 
emblem of my darkened fate when its faint and 
half-quenched beam appeared, strugghng to pierce 
through the densest portion of the cloud, as if 
about to shine forth with renewed glory. '* Be- 
hold,'^ said I, triumphantly turning to the shadowy 
monitor — but he was gone; and in his place 
■appeared the gaunt person and ill-fitvoured face of 
the Affghaun, Keflar Khan, whose countenance 
Ind struck me so forciUy on the pi^ceding evening. 
He now stretched forth his arm as if pointing oot 
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my^ ^way y and it was bis- hand that had interposed 
likea'doud to hide from me the* influence of my 
protecting star. 

iThls scene too had changed with the swift in- 
c(M»istency of nightly visions^ and the AfFghann 
wafl beckoning me with a hideous mockery of 
courtesy, along a narrow path which terminated 
in a precipice of fearful depth. I strove to free 
myself from his guidance, but was horror-struck 
at finding myself impelled forwards by some 
unseen and irresistible force : my efforts increased 
to violent struggles, while the face of my guide 
became more fiendish as these struggles failed and 
I. Approached the gulf. Other and well-known 
voices mingled their, tones in my ears ; but me- 
thought there was one above the rest, which in 
tones more felt than beard, exhorted me to '^ be- 
ware! and be firm!'* and with these words 
thxiUing through my very soul I awoke, bathed in 
perspiration, the effect of my real struggles while 
under the influence of ideal agitation. 

It would be vain to deny that this dream had a 
strong effect upon my mind : I considered it as the 
presage of some impending misfortune, although 
it was impossible to guess from what quarter it 
should be apprehended. The khan had most 
unequivocally pledged his honour for our safety 
while in his dominions ; nor had we any reason to 
mistrust the pledge ; and I sought to throw off the 

VOL. III. F 
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uncomfortable weight which lay upon my spirits. 
But it was in vain ; nor could Noor Mahomed, to 
whom I had communicated the cause of my unea- 
siness, although he endeavomred to make light of 
it in conversing with me, avoid being equally de- 
pressed with myself. Still, what was to be done ? 
-T-nothing but to be patient ; to watch events, and 
shape our conduct by them, — " God is great!" 
said I ; " without his will no evil can befall us ; 
and if it be his pleasure, he can save us harmless, 
even though the knife were at our throats." 

Our preparations did not occupy us long ; we 
had Uttle more to carry than the clothes and arms 
we wore. In the stuffing of the saddle belonging 
to the dead soldier's horse, to which I had fallen 
heir, I had found, stowed away, a tolerable sup- 
ply of gold ; which, with that which remained of 
my own store, was disposed of in small parcels 
about the persons of Noor Mahomed and myself, 
in such a manner, as might leave the best chance 
of some portion escaping even the strictest search, 
short of being stript to the skin. 

On this evening also, the khan, who seemed 
anxious that we should quit the place impressed 
with the most favourable notions of his hospitality, 
after requesting to see us, and loading us with 
the most flattering compliments, upon our return 
to our own apartments, sent us handsome presents 
in dress and arms, together with a well-accoutred 
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horse a-piece, adding the expressibn of his hopes 
that they would bear us safely, and that we 
might reach our homes in peace. 

Early on the morrow, according to appoint- 
ment, we were roused to commence our journey. 
Ten young AfFghauns, four of them mounted on 
stout northern horses, and the rest on foot, all 
under the command of an officer of the khan's 
household, were ready to escort us. I will not 
say that the natural emotions of joy at finding 
ourselves thus clear of Joodara, and in full march 
up the valley of Boonere, were not a little checked 
by a still remaining depression of spirits; the con- 
sequences, perhaps, of the unpleasant suspicions 
we bad at first formed of the khan's intentions, 
united with the recollections of my ominous dream. 
Nor would it have been difficult to persuade our- 
selves, perhaps, had we given way to the moody 
feeling, that the stout, active, and well-armed 
troop by which we were escorted, might be a 
guard conducting us to perpetual captivity, rather 
than protecting us for a certain distance upon our 
journey homewards ; but we combatted these un- 
comfortable suggestions of a diseased mind, when- 
ever they became palpable, and sought amusement 
in pleasing anticipation, or in the increasing wild- 
ness and majesty of the scenes around us. 

The first day's journey carried us far up the 
Boonere valley, disclosing a succession of well- 
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cultivated glens, which opened upon the Boorrun^ 
doo, swelling its waters with their respective 
streams. At night we were hospitably entertained 
in a village, where the rude manners and appear- 
ance of the inhabitants was compensated by an 
honest frankness and sincerity of welcome, which 
could only have their origin in true kindness of 
heart. 

Next morning our course slanted to the left; 
we ascended gradually, and became involved 
among a maze of lofty ridges and intricate glens, 
the sides of which were principally covered with 
forests, while their lower regions were varied with 
pasture and patched of terraced cultivation sur- 
rounding the villages. These were in general 
perched upon promontories of the hill, or occupied 
the crests of insulated rocks in the vallies, occur- 
ring not unfrequently at the junction of two 
streams. The aspect of the country and its inha- 
bitants, increasing in peculiarity and wildness, 
declared that we were reaching the remoter ter- 
minations of those valleys which stretch down 
from the roots of the Hindoo-Coosh. Fresh pangs 
x)f suspicion began to shoot through our minds 
with this conviction, for my information gave me 
Ho reason to suppose that the passes into the 
neighbouring valley of Swaut lay so high up 
'among the hills. I took occasion to remark this 
' to the "offic^ of our escort^ who contented himself 
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with assuring me that he was obeying the com- 
mands of his chief, which were to conduct us into 
Swaut. 

The third day at length carried us to the top of 
a long and lofty pass, from which, high raised 
aboye the forests, we looked over many ranges of 
mountainous and undulating ground, upon a fair 
and varied valley. " Behold the Swaut!" said 
the officer, addressing me: '^ these are the lands 
of the Accozehee clans, with whom we are at feud : 
beyond this pass the power of Khoosheal Khan 
does not extend; nor can we accompany thee 
further. Stranger, farewell ! The chief of the 
Lawezehees and of Boonere hath performed his 
promise : I take thee and all to witness of the 
same." — "But," said I, "is this the hospitality of 
the khan, to leave his guests upon a bleak and 
barren hill-top, without either food or shelter, and 
so near the fall of night ?" — " Thou hast wanted 
neither food nor shelter," replied the officer, '* so 
long as thou didst remain my master's guest; and 
again shouldst thou enjoy them if thou didst re- 
turn as such. But it was thy will to depart, and 
he furnished thee with the means ; and lo ! here 
are guides who will conduct thee to the first vil- 
lage of the Aoul. But these men, upon the vei^e 
of whose territories we stand, are the enemies of 
Khoosheal Khan and his clans : we cannot tres- 
pass upon them without hazarding a fresh and 
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immediate quarrel; and this the khan will not do 
to gratify either stnmger or guest^ be he whom he 
may. Once more I bid thee farewell!" and, 
without biding further question, both officer and 
men turning their backs, and throwing their long 
spears and matchlocks over their shoulders, struck 
down the winding pass at a rapid pace. 

It was impossible that a conduct so rude and 
abrupt, — so much at variance with the hospitaUty, 
real or afiected, of the khan, could fail of awak- 
ening the strongest suspicions in minds already 
so keenly alive to the critical nature of our situ- 
ation. We looked at each other withcountenanoes 
reflecting back our respective apprehensions, but 
imther of us spoke; so uncomfortable were oar 
thoughts, tiiat we fdt ho desire to interchange 
them. From this unpleasant state of fediing we 
were roused by the impatient signals of the two 
guides who had remained, and who were endea- 
▼ouring to indicate in thai way, as well as by their 
unintelligible jargon, that it was high time to be 
moving onwards; and accordingly, as nothing was 
to be gained by delay, we followed them along 
the rugged tortuous path which led down towards 
the Swaut. 

We might perhaps have proceeded thus for 
about two miles ;. : trees and brushwood were 
lagain thickening around us; and we had readied 
ii^snai^ holloWy> where one or two petty ravines 
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from &e crest of the j mountain united together , 
pouring their waters into a single glen, when the 
screams of an eagle close above us startled «und 
induced me to look round for the bird which had 
uttered them. The scream was repeated irOia se- 
veral quarters ; and while gazing around me in eome 
surprise, my eye caught the glitter of spear-points 
liflii^ above the bushes. ** By the holy. Kaaba, 
Noor Mahomed/^ said I, *' the dream was true! — 
we are. betrayed: — it is all over with us now : but 
peepare for a stout defence." — *' Chushm!" re- 
sponded he ; '^ but by my head we shall find enough 
•to do !-r*^Wullah ! there are more of them! — -they 
'ttffe all around us : — I saw a lighted match in that 
: thicket to the left." — ** Push on, push on ! — keep 
tbepa&:-i-quicker yet!" But at this moment the 
guides made a dart, one on each side, towards the 
jungle, and were out of sight in an instant; and at 
the same time upwards of twenty men, all com- 
pibtdy armed and principaUy mounted, issued deU- 
berately enough from the copse and hollows around 
xm, with lighted matches and spears extended, 
. bkiddng up all further advance. '^ Cut your way 
^ thimigh them to the road beyond," cried I to Noor 
Mahomed. ^' Bismillah ! the first village may 
iKive tis yet, if we can readi it;" and. we were 
dappkig stirrups to our horses, when a. single Aff- 
gfaaun ic€une forward and spoke in ih^ P^sian 
language : — " It is all vain,'^ said ;be : " h^ yf'iBe, 
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toad subfnit. 'Na ill is intended you, provided ye 
eo^miinone: seek not idly to sacrifice a life, and 
iftkireby assuredly to lose your own. Were ye 
Zttf and Rodstum themselves, ye could do nothing 
here/' 

*' The ghorumsaugs are right,** said I to Noor 
Mahomed, dropping the point of my sword as I 
looked hopelessly round at the multitude of stout 
and well-armed foes, and thought of the track- 
lesis unknown jungle by which we were sur^ 
rotoded : ''we are fairly in the wolf's jaws; 
our star is dimmed at present, but it may shine 
otrf yet again.** In fact, I considered that with- 
out knowledge of the country our ultimate escape 
would be impossible, even should we succeed at 
the expense of a life or two to cut through the 
riiig of enemies ; while the price of blood would 
surely be demanded from us if we should spill it 
in so hopeless an attempt. 

Turning therefore to the person who had just 
addressed us, I demanded what they wanted with 
travellers peaceably proceeding on their journey? 
— " Your submission,** was his reply. — " And 
who is it that requires this of me?" — "Those 
whom you see before you,'* replied he, " and who 
will speedily compel it if you are mad enough 
to resist." — " And by whose directions are unof- 
fending travellers thus unhospitably arrested and 
detained ?'* The man laughed scornfully. — " You 
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dpeak/' said he, *' as if you were now in the }and 
of rahdars^* and posts, and had a thousand Kuz- 
zilbashes at your heels ; but you will find, should 
you have forgot it, that you are in the mountains 
of the free tribes of AfFghanistan, who treat as 
they see fitting all who enter their country unin- 
vited or unpermitted. — But no more words ; give 
up your arms, or we take them/' — " Hold," said 
I ; — " do ye belong to Khoosheal Khan, or not ?" 
— *'We are our own masters, and do as seems 
good to us," returned he, with increasing i^lpa- 
tience. " Submit, obey, or take the consequence." 
— 7^' Do ye then swear that our lives and liberties 
shall be safe; — that no violence is intended," — 
''Tour lives are safe," said he : — '' as for Jiberty, 
yqu must accompany us just now ; — thereafter de- 
pends not upon us." Further resistance or re- 
monstrance would have been vain ; so, throwipg 
down my unbloody sword with a very panful 
effort, Noor Mahomed and I submitted to our 

fi^te. 

Stript of our arms, our elbows pinioned behind 
our backs, and ourselves bound to our horses ; a 
stout Affghaun on foot, with drawn swords and 
lighted matches, being stationed on either side, 
we were now led forward in the midst of the 
party. The path they took struck out of the 

♦ Road-keepers, police. 
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more bfeaten track, 6.bout half a tnile further on, 
and then slanted along the hill face, crossing the 
indentings of more than one chasm, which poured 
a little stream into the hollow below us. Even- 
ing was now closing in, and the way became 
obscure : but our guards seemed to know it well, 
and pursued it without stop or hesitation ; and 
although I could not determine the exact direc- 
tion, I was perfectly sensible that, upon the whole, 
we were ascending. After a full hour's progress 
in this way, chiefly among scattered trees and 
small copse-wood, the nature of the ground 
changed somewhat suddenly ; the gloomy and 
indistinct forms of the mountains seemed to fade 
into dim vacuity ; and rounding a shoulder of the 
slope on which we had been travelling, a deep 
gloomy hollow appeared upon our left, the fea- 
tures of which were lost in the total obscurity of 
the night. 

From the momentary halt and quick inter- 
change of question and reply among our guards at 
this point, I imagined they were at a loss respect- 
ing the path ; and whether it were so in reality or 
not, the pitchy darkness might have furnished 
them with a fair apology. But the indecision 
was soon at an end ; for one or two being sent in 
advance, we all plunged after them into the depth 
of the thick forest, and committed ourselves to the 
dangers of a very rough and slippery path. The 
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instiQ/st of our horses prov,ed^h^re of more.vfie 
than the skill of their ridei*s ; fori picking their 
steps as if it had been in broad daylight, they 
trod amongst the round and rugged stones and 
the deep slippery soil^ scarcely making the -small- 
est stumble or trip, until at length we reached 
the bottom of a deep hollow, where our ears were 
saluted with the roar of a stream. 

Crossing this stream nearly girth deep, and 
with no small danger fix)m the rapidity of the 
torrent and the roundness of the stones which 
formed its bed, we continued to ascend its right 
bank for another full hour ; when at length, to 
the no small comfort of all the party, a hght 
gleaming among the trees saluted our eyes, and 
called forth from the foremost of them a loud 
shout. 

We soon reached the spot from which it issued, 
and beheld some eight or ten men seated around 
a good fire, which they had made under an over- 
hanging rock, a little removed from the bank of 
the stream. Upon hearing the shout, several of 
them started up and came forward to meet us ; 
and no small merriment was produced by the 
dialogue which ensued, in a language which I 
could not understand, although well did we know 
that our unhappy selves were it^ object. 

On being dismounted and led into the cavern, 
the first object on which my eyes fell was a man 
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wrapped up in a cloak^ who had retained bis iseat 
upon a numud spread on the ground by the fire, 
but who raised his head at our approach. The 
recognition was instantaneous; — ^it was the ill- 
favoured visage and ominous distorted eyes of 
Keftar Khan, which were turned on me, with the 
same malicious and ironical smile that had glared 
upon me in my dream. 

" Welcome," said he, "welcome, khan ! — ^Your 
place has been empty : — we rejoice to see you 
here. — Your health is good, I hope : — ^but stay, 
you are fatigued, doubtless ; — pray be seated. — 
Here, men, hither with a numud ; — ^the Persian 
khan would not deign to sit on the same carpet 
with a boorish Affghaun. — So, now unbind his 
arms, and do you, Sirundauz and Ghorawun, take 
your places as attendants behind his lordship." 
And the loathsome rufiian continued to mingle 
sneers and taunts with the very ofiices of hospi*- 
tality, which he was, no doubt, constrained by 
superior orders to perform for us, giving a con- 
vincing proof of the cheer we might expect if the 
power were more fully in his hands. 

For the present, however, although strictly 
watched and cut off from every means of escape, 
our treatment in other respects was not to be 
complained of. Wholesome food was placed be-r 
fore us ; our bonds were taken off, that we might 
eat in comfort ; and when the meal was over, a 
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decent numud was provided for us to sleep on : 
and although the common precaution of throwing 
another over us, on each end of which a man lay 
down to prevent our rising unawares or escaping, 
it did not prove any inconvenience, and rather 
supplied a warmth, very desirable in so cold a 
night. In short, loss of liberty was the only real 
evil we had to complain of ; and had it not been 
for the painful uncertainty which involved the 
future, we might have congratulated ourselves, so 
far at least, on the result of an adventure which 
had assumed so suspicious a character. 

But however grateful for present comforts, to 
shut our eyes upon the future was impossible ; 
and we exhausted our ingenuity in trying to elicit 
from those around us an explanation of the real 
motives of the violence practised towards us. But 
it was all in vain: most of them understood us 
not, the rest were too well tutored to reply. At 
length, wearied and harassed, we resigned our- 
selves to rest, which, notwithstanding our singular 
situation, had been rendered too necessary by the 
exertion of several days, not to prove very accept- 
able in any shape. 

It was not until morning that we had a just 
comprehension of the singular and fantastic spot 
where we had passed the night. We were in a 
deep chasm, at the bottom of which ran a full 
stream, broken by fyaguxents of rock into a thou- 
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sand ra^ds o£foam> ahd black pools.' From the 
bank of this stream, and forming one side of the 
ravine, a wall of dark rock rose, swerving rather 
forward from the perpendicular, to the height of 
many hundred feet. Its face was bare, except 
that clinging herbs and ferns had found rooting in 
the crevices ; and here and there a gnarled stump 
had fixed itself in some larger fissure, spreading 
abroad both roots and branches, like some great 
insect crawling on the black surface. The base of 
this rocky wall retreated inwards even yet more 
than the upper part ; in some places overhanging 
so much, as to afford a cavern perfectly sheltered 
from the weather, and capable of accommodating 
a far larger party than ours. That such a use was 
often made of it, was attested by the remains of 
numerous fire-places, and the smoke-blackened 
roof, with the cattle litter and other tokens of 
a traveller's resting-place ; and they told me that 
the place was in fact known in the country by the 
name of the Munzil-gah (or resting-place) of the 
cave. 

The opposite bank of the ravine was covered 
with a thick forest of towering pines and great 
oaks, and a luxuriant underwood. The tops of 
the mountains retreated beyond sight; but on 
gaining a more open view upwards, they might be 
seen bare of forest, but covered with grass, or 
sprinkled with grey cliffs, and spotted with yet 
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utidiissolVed snow. All this I htiid time' enough to 
examine while the party was preparing to prgi- 
ceed ; for I was anxions to note the direction of 
our course^ as affording the best means of conjec*- 
turing the intentions of our captors, or of effectiiig 
our escape should an opportunity present itself. 
On their part, our guards, satisfied probably of 
our entire ignorance of the locahties, and relying 
upon the intricacy of the country, paid little atten- 
tion to the way in which we employed ourselved, 
provided we did not actually attempt to run away. 
To dream of such an attempt at this time would 
have been absolute madness ; so we waited until 
our conductors were prepared, and then quietly 
accompanied them. 

The road, which though rugged and diflSicult, was 
plainly a frequented path, led still along the banks 
of the stream, crossing many tributary dells in its 
ascent, until the gradual rise carried us up among 
the cliffs which had been seen from a distance 
below, to a long arduous pass, winding among bare 
rocky summits, and along the brows of very ugly 
precipices, resembling some of those which I had 
seen in other parts of the country, but still more 
wild and bleak ; for the rocks were more splintered 
and weather-beaten, and the forests had been left 
still further below us, and great patches of snow 
lay thick on the shady sides of the slopes. 
, The pass after this toilsome ascent wound for 
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isome time among the highest peaks of the moun- 
tainSy and terminated at length in a descent, not 
imlike that on the western side, but through more 
arid and less fertile hills. From several points of this 
descent we looked over a dark and misty extent of 
forest, varied with patches of pasture land and 
cultivation, all very indistinct ; and I now became 
persuaded of a fact which I had for some time 
strongly suspected, — that we had been seized by the 
orders of that very chief who had pretended to 
escort us in safety from his dominions, and that 
We were actually on our way back to them, in 
charge of his own people. My blood boiled at 
his treachery; but indignation or remonstrance 
were alike unavailing. I could only note events, 
to be made use of as opportunities might occur. 

The particulars of our journey need not be 
dwelt upon. Before we halted at night it became 
obvious beyond all doubt that we were once more 
in the valley of Boonere, but in a far higher and 
remoter district of it than that around Joodara. By 
noon of the succeeding day, after traversing some 
difficult country, and descending by a pass not 
unworthy of the rest of the scenery, we came in 
sight of a castle, built upon one of those rocky 
islets or peninsulas, planted just in the gorge of 
a dark rugged hollow, which are so common in 
these mountains ; and which reminded me some- 
what of the ^'falcon's nest" of the Ghiljee chief. 
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which it had been my lot to dismantle. But this 
was far more dark and gloomy ; and the valley 
over which it frowned was less rich and smiling. 
The precipitous mountains by which it was almost 
overhung rendered it more difficult of approach to 
an invading enemy : but if once occupied, these 
mountains, commanding it so closely, would have 
rendered it less defensible. A sharp stream flowed 
down the chasm behind it, insulating the rock 
with its noisy but shallow current ; and its best 
defences were its steep precipitous sides, which 
left no means of access, except by the regular 
approach, and that was always strongly guarded. 

The decent respect with which, although as 
prisoners, we had been treated since our capture, 
had inspired a hope which was somewhat damped 
by the appearance of this place; for it did not 
long remain doubtful that our journey was for the 
present to end here. Still there remained sufficient 
room for speculating on what was to befall us, and 
it was not without a powerful interest, that upon 
entering the walls we followed our conductor* 
through one or two courts until we reached an 
inclosure, containing several small but comfortable 
apartments ; all of which, however, bore the ap- 
pearance of having been fitted up in haste from a 
state of disrepair. Into one of these we were 
ushered by a respectable-looking person, who 
received us at the entrance of the court ; and who. 
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judging from his appearance, might either have 
been an attendant upon some nobleman, or one of 
the officers attached to his dewan-khaneh. 

This person showing us the apartment with all 
its conveniences, requested that we should con- 
sider it as our home : then pointing out separate 
'sleeping chambers which entered from a balla- 
khaneh above, he informed us that these were also 
for our accommodation. Always anxious to elicit 
■fresh information, I than]eed the man for his po- 
liteness, but observed that the quarters as^igned 
us were ujmiecessarily good for the short time we 
should occupy them, as we hoped that oijr. de- 
tention could not prove of long continuance^ _^ut 
he, casting on us a scrutinising look, only bq^|p4 
and kept silent, and soon after withdrew, inform- 
ing us that a servant was in waiting within call, 
who should attend to our wants and perform our 

behests* 
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CHAPTER VL 

A VISITEH. 

' L'e!pt to OurselveB, Noor Mahomed ahd I for 
thk^fr^ time had leisure to talk over and didcuss 
tlke^liigtllaLf nature 6f our adventure ; and though 
liiaij}/ a cotijectur^ occurred to us, wie each con- 
fessed ourselves fairly at fault as to the object of 
this most tantalising detention. The only proba- 
ttlltyiidiich occurred to me was that of the khan 
sJtSU ^mjtertaining a hope of forcing us to accept 
his tteWice ; but even this could not, we thought, 
account for the nature of our present treatment, 
and the regularly organised plan which had been 
laid for bringing us back from such a distance : 
and still more singular did it seem that we should 
not have been carried at once to Joodara, where 
the khan ndght have dealt with us according to 
his pleasure. But conjecture was vain ; patience 
was the only remedy, and to that perforce we 
resorted. 

Towards tlie hour of evening-prayer a bustle 
at the entrance of our court announced an arrival. 
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and we soon saw as well as heard a person, 
handsomely habited in the Persian costume, but 
wearing the white turban of an EussufFzehee 
wrapped round his cap, enter, with a numerous 
retinue, and approach our apartment. A servant 
who preceded him shouted forth both his name 
and titles, by which we were informed that the 
person who now honoured us so far, was to be con- 
sidered as Nuwaz Koolee Khan, darogha of the 
stables of Khoosheal Khan, and high in the con- 
fidence of that chief. 

The khan stepped forwards with a sort of trip- 
ping air of bustle and importance; besought us not 
to rise — ^not to move : made us a respectful salute, 
with a grin of self-complacence ; and pouring forth 
a thousand disclamatory phrases, made a move- 
ment at seating himself, first quite near the bot- 
tom of the room, then, at our desire, a little 
higher; then, as if we had insisted upon it, and 
in perfect violence of his modest nature, he shuf- 
fled up nearly as high as ourselves. His behaviour 
betrayed the struggle that existed between his 
self-sufficiency and his desire to appear attentive 
to the duties of politeness. He fidgeted about 
upon his seat ; ordered one servant one way, 
another, another; then told so many to range 
themselves in the room, and so many to stand 
without in the court: and not until he had puzzled 
the whole of his retinue vnth contradictory orders 
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did he find leisure to turn his undivided attention 
to the guests he had come expressly to visit. 

Then, indeed, did the compliments fly thick. 
The health of both and each was duly canvassed 
and inquired for ; the hopes that neither head 
nor body, spirits nor soul, felt incommoded, nor 
were the worse of our long journey ; — ^that we 
found ourselves comfortable in our quarters, 
inchallah ! and a hundred other equally sincere 
wishes were fervently expressed. Every conven- 
tional term of officious politeness, which the 
language of Iraun affords, and its customs autho- 
rise, was exhausted ; and our visiter, long before 
fa^ came to an end, had perfectly succeeded in 
persuading us of what he soon after informed us : 
---riz. that he was himself in reality a native of 
Iraun, although by the favour of destiny a servant 
bf the khan of Boonere. 

• To all this courteous flummery of our country- 
man, what could we reply, but that however 
comfortable in bodily circumstances, or well in^ 
bodily health we might find ourselves, it was im- 
possible that our minds could do otherwise than 
suffer under the assurance that in spite of all 
^ypearances, we, in fact, were his prisoners — 
nctims of deceit and violated hospitaUty — ille- 
gally and dishonestly detained jfrom proceeding 

* upon our own important business. — " Punah-be- 
khodah !•— what words ! — ^well ! — ^hear them .then : 
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"—what a story is this to tell ! — ^no, no, no ! never 
speak so ! — La-illah-il-uUah ! is this treatment for 
a prisoner ? — ^is it thus that betrayers, violators of 
hospitaUty deal with their victims ? — No, surely — 
you have mistaken. — But after all, of what do you 
complain ? — Pray let your servant be intrusted 
— ^he has some influence, perhaps, and will be 
too happy to exert it in behalf of his countrymen.'- 
— " Then it is true that you are a Persian ? we 
surmised so from the first; so much politeness 
belongs to no other land." — " May your favour 
never diminish ! — ^it is as you say; your servant is, 
inchallah ! a Sheerauzee. At the time when Meer 
Mahmood Ghiljee led his fierce followers into the 
pleasant plains of Pars and Irak, I was seized and 
made prisoner, along with other youths, and sent 
away into the country of the conquerors. There 
my friendless state moved the compassion of an 
Eussuffzehee, a soldier of fortune, who carried me 
to his own village. My lucky star predominated, 
^and I was seen by the mighty and generous 
Khoosheal Khan, who rescued me from obscu- 
rity, aud taking the half-blighted bud which was 
withering in the wretched field of indigence, 
placed it in his own garden, and fostered it with 
the hand of beneficence, until, inchallah ! it be- 
came a goodly tree." — And the darogha, as he pro- 
nounced this mprsel of rhetoric, stroked his black 
beard^ smoothed his well-shaped mustacbios. 
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looked at us with a placid smile before dropping 
his eyes modestly on the hilt of his dagger ; and 
then resuming a grave countenance, muttered over 
the fatheh, and ended with a deep "la-illa-il- 

ullah !" 

" And pray," pursued I, after throwing out a 
few vague observations in reply to this biographi- 
cal sketch, *^ as the khan is our countryman, dare 
we be so bold as to ask him wherefore it is that 
we have been brought back by the servants of 
Khoodheal Khan to his own dominions, after that 
these same servants had by his own orders carried 
us in safety across the borders ; and to what end 
we are still detained here ?" 

*^ I would state in your service," replied' the 
khan, with a full measure of importance in his 
air, " that nothing ever happens without a cause- 
Relate, if it be your pleasure, what it is that- has 
happened to you: the cause may then become 
apparent : Lokman himself could otherwise say 
nothing." 

In the hour of danger or of doubt what is so 
welcome as good advice ? what is so encouraging as 
sympathy ? — To him who treads alone in a foreign 
and a hostile land, what is so delightful as the 
voice of a countryman ? Little as I felt disposed 
to confide in the professions or abilities of this 
person, there was something exhilarating in the 
very feeling that he was a countryman, and I was 
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easily induced to make Kini kcqiiahited with what 
it could not hurt tis for hini to know; I'^felated to 
him, therefore, all that had occutred from the time 
of our entrance into the khan's country, including 
ottr reasons for taking so devious a route, Up even 
to the present time. 

'He listened attentively, muttering only now 
and then a la-illah-il-ullah ! aajeeb ! een che per- 
ftrst ! barekilla !* or such like expressiohs. When 
I had concluded, he settled himself lipori hi^ i^at, 
looked extremely solemn, and stroking his b^rd 
for some time as if cotnmiining deef)ly with him- 
self, he at last gave utterance to his thouglits r 
^'Certainly the khan (blessings be tipdh hiih!) 
must have a reason for what he has done : fevery 
thing, as I said beforfe, must have a reason — the 
business is to discovei*it. Doubtless the roads 
W^re dangerous, and he values your safety too 
highly to permit you to risk proceedirig.'*^^— " I 
#ould fain wish," said I^ " he had permitted us to 
judge for ourselves. Our business is urgent ; and 
as our wealth is small, so also must be' oul* risk ; 
arid surely we have a right to be masters of our 
pWti movements." — " Ah !" said tile, *' I do hot 
know ; the Affghauns would count it ah indelible 
4ii%race were one of theit guests to come by any 
iff 150 near their borders. The khan, who is a 

♦ Heavens! wonderful! — ^wi^t do you tell roe?— well doiidi 
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wise aa well as a good man^ would never suffer^ 
as he could never, survive an affront of such a 
nature. : and, what can we tell ? he has many ways 
of coming at the truth, of which we have no con-* 
ception. Depend upon it he has acted for the 
best. But pray," added he hastily, as if to 
change the subject, " have you heard nothing of 
the last exploit of your late master, the shah of 
Persia — ^Nadir Koolee, the son of the old skin- 
dealer that was ?" — " You will please to speak 
more reverently of Nadir Shah, even to a dis- 
carded servant," said I, interrupting his abusive 
flippancy ; '^ the steed may stumble, but it ill be- 
comes the ass to jibe him; the lion may die, but 
let the jackals beware of polluting even his car- 
cass. But what has the king of Persia, the con- 
queror of Affghanistan as well as of India, 
thought it expedient to order or to execute in his 
march through these his realms ?" 

" Why the king of kings, if you will have him 
so," returned the darogha, wonderous little 
abashed at my somewhat sharp reproof, '^ thought 
fit, it seems, to summon the chiefs of the Eussuff- 
zehees to render him homage, and tribute in men, 
money, and provisions. They refused to acknow- 
ledge his sovereignty : he sent a force against 
them, which has been repulsed with great loss in 
the lower parts of this valley, and in Swaut : — 
probably it was a well-grounded alarm lest his 
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gnefits should £el11 intp the hands of their enemies, 
as Oke Kuzzilbashea now nuist be deemed, that 
kktuced the khan to prevent their farther progress 
even against their blind inclinations." 

The look of mingled doubt and surprise,, which 
was. exchanged between Noor Mahomed . and 
myself, did not escape the observation of our 
visiter. — " You disbeheve my report," said he ; 
^* but I can bring many witnesses to the truth of 
what I have said."—" We cannot need them," 
sold Noor Mahomed, unable to contain himself; 
*' the word of an Iraunee, who testifies with so 
much apparent regret to the defeat of his country- 
men^ surely can require no confirmation^" A 
look from me restrained Noor Mahomed, and a 
smile of very equivocal meaning was the only 
reply of the darogha. 

" But will you not offer m^ a c^leeoon?" said 
the latter, immediately recovering his natundly 
faniiliar air; — "are the customs of Iraun to be 
forgotten among the mountains of the Eussuff-' 
2ehees ?" — " You do well," repUed I, " to remind 
us of a courtesy which the kindness of our host 
has put it out of our power to offer. I have told 
you that we ate prisoners, without baggage or 
property, — ^without even Ae clothes upon our 
bodies so soon a& it shall please our captors to 
deprive us of them; but let us be no restraint 
upon you, — ^please send (or your own calleeoon." 
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— ^'Touvab! touvsth!* this is^ a ftne' way to take 
ihe matter indeed !—^and do you re&Uy believe 
yourselves in the hands of robbers ? — On my head 
be it, it is not so ! Holla, there, peish-khidmuts ! 
— who waitff? — -where are these gentlemen's 6al- 
leeooi^ V And now we were informed that the 
whole of onr baggage was safe and untouched in 
the outer apartment, waiting our orders; other 
calleeoons were instantly brought until our own 
could be prepared. 

As «oon as we had all smoked the customary 
Mfflber of ceremonious whiffs, the darogha, as- 
snining a more friendly and familiar tone, as if he 
by this time considered himself quite entitled to 
our confidence, again addressed us: — "Well, 
friends, you were sharp upon me a moment ago 
for my foolish sally against your king, who, 
maBhallah ! is a great conqueror,^ ami a very good 
shah ; and good cause doubtless you have to say 
so, and to take his part ; — ^but let that be. I swear 
by your heads, and by the life of the khan, that 
I meant no ill : no — shame upon my beard 
if I did ; — and to you, by my Ufe and soul, I only 
desire happiness and prosperity, and all good 
things. Alia beshnewed !— ^listen to me now : th^ 
khan — on whom be the blessings of Allah ! for 
he is a worthy chief, a protector of the poor, a 
real help in need — ^the khan, I say, has, as you 
tell me, made you offei-s — great offers, to enter hid 

* A remoDstiatory exclamation — ** nay I nay V 
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service — ^is it not truie ? — It is true. — ^Well, then^ in 
the name of God, friends VwKy h6t atcept them ? — 
ton have left one service, and aVe by yonr own 
accounts afloat on the surface of the world : — why 
riot enter another ? and such a service ! la-ill&h-il- 
ullah ! — ^you have no conception bt it : — why, tne 
khan will often perform ten times more than he 
promises : if he says he will give twenty ashurfees 
a month, who can tell if he will not make it forty, 
sixty, an hundred ? — ay, and horses and kh^luts 
to boot : ah ! God knows his Uberality !— then 
his words are so kind, and his heart is so good. 
Ah ! he has a tongue Uke L6kriiari, and a h6^t 
arid hand like Hatim Taee!* — Speak — say-^—ari- 
swer me, friends," continued he, finding We ^U 
kejpt silence ; *' by your heads I conjure ybu 
speak, and tell me what is iii your thoughts V * 

^' Kiian,** replied I very coolly, ** we give? you 
all due credit for the good-will which you hive 
expressed for us ; but as to acting upon the ad- 
vice you have given, excuse us; we seek no 
service, and vnW accept none : we have been a 
very lorig time absent from home, and we would 
return to see whether our vrives and children yet 
live. They mourn fbr us: — ^we would go to dry 
t^eir tears:— why should you or the khan seek to 
prevent it ?" 

" Barekillah !" returned the darogha with a 
loud laugh — " dry your wives' tears ! — excellent ! — 

* A proferbiaUj liberal and geneioai eaatem worthy. 
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as if ^14iers,' iviyes wer^ ever at a loss to get 
that done ! — ^why, comrades^ what are you think- 
ing of? — ^who can tell what may have become 
of .your wives ere now? and what are the 
stupid moon-faced daughters of Iraun to the 
£ftately Afighauns, with their cheeks like roses, 
skins like alabaster, eyes like diamonds, and waists 
like the slender cypress-tree? And then, these 
l^ouris of Kafferistan, who are brought here 
daily. — Staffer-ullah ! a swoon of dehght comes 
oyer me whenever I lliink on them ! — oh ! such 
divinijdes ! — what are the Persian women to them ? 
IPooch !* why a dozen of them won't be too much 
for each of your harems." — ^And in this manner 
did the darogha run on, delighting himself so 
mudi, that he thought little of his auditors, until 
jat length happening to glance at me, at the end of 
SffXfxe of his periods, he saw something which he 
^id not like, and stopped abruptly: — ^^ What are 
.all you rascals about V resumed he, turning after 
a inoinent's pause to the servants : "be off! — out 
ynth you all! — ^leave only Allee Peish-khidmut. 
. Sp now, friends, we are quite private, in the name 
of! Allah and the Prophet, speak out your minds." 
V Khan," replied I, in the same cold tone 
which I had all along maintained, " we have lite- 
raUy no jnore to say:— we seek nothing\what-> 

•Dirt, 
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ever M tb|B h^de of Kooshenl Khan, beyond 
that which he swpre and pledged himself by his 
a^icient custom to secure to us — ^freedom and safe 
conduct. Into his service we neither can nor will 
enter, be that service to lead us against Persia or 
not; we want neither high wages, nor horses, 
nor presents, nor your beauties of KaflFeristan: 
— ^we only want to go about our business ; and go 
we will, unless detained, as now we are, by 
force." 

*' Larillah-il^ullah ! what obstinate people !" 
exclaimed the poor khan, fumbling fast with his 
tusbee,* in a sort of perplexed vexation, which 
would have amused us had our minds been suf- 
^iently al e^se for mirth. But soon recovering, 
he came tx> the charge again, urging nearly a repe- 
tition of the same arguments, with little variety 
of terms, until I stopped him short by asking 
him, whether he had not been sent by the khan 
to try his ^kill in persuading his countrymen to com- 
ply with the chiefs terms.— '^ No, no !" exclaimed 
he, hastily, as if alarmed j^-^^ no, by no means:'' 
and he drew himself suddenly up : ^^ what I said 
was all in pure friendship for you, my countrymen. 
r-rrl havc goue too far perhaps. I was wrong ; but 
forgive me, and farewell ! — ^unless, indeed," added 
hie, as if recoUeeting himself, " you mil let me 
eat my shaum f yviih. you. I do really wish you 

* RoBary of beads. t Evening meal ; dinner. 
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rery well, although you are so obstinajte and so 
short with me : and I am a meny fellow: my 
talking will drive away your diltungee.* Come, 
what say you V^ And to say the truth, we had no 
^'ection ; for as we knew his drift, and there was 
no danger of his entrapping us into any scrape, 
his company, which, to do him justice, was amus* 
ing, and on the whole agreeable, might on the 
one hand beguile us of something of that heaviness 
which oppressed our spirits, while, on the other, 
we might possibly elicit some information worth 
having in the course of more unreserved convert 
sation. 

A very comfortable dinner was accordingly 
soon served up to us ; and when it was over, and 
the purdehs dropped all round, a bright fire of 
wood burning in the fire-place, and two large 
brass vessels filled with grease and stuck with 
lighted wicks, set down to give us light, the 
darogha with an affectation of mystery, but an 
internal chuckle, ordered his fisivourite peish- 
khidmut to bring in the " dervish,'^ The man 
accordingly went out, and soon returned with a 
laige bundle, from whence he produced two or 
three drinking cups of silver, and a large grey 
earthen vessel filled, as it proved, with very toler- 
able wine. This was an indulgence which, al- 

* Low tpurits : liteially, constriction of the heart. 



Abiigh ' We ' cfertdiil^ dM ' nek '6]j^6*t> we wfere by 
iSt6 means dispoi^d 1;o rejeiSt.^" BeholS 1*^ said 
flie darogha>^' a' dertish of the trtie stamji ; a 
pe^l iNrfresher* of the soul ; ' a bestoWer of joy ; a 
wise expounder of sage doctrines ; an elevator ^ 
the senses into the seventh heaven.-^— This is the 
dervish with whoin I love to consort — ^who is bl- 
wAy^'a delightful companion: try, enjoy, con- 
verse vnth him, friends, and dismiss your cares/* 
Atid indeed the good darogha appeared fully dis- 
poned to make good the utmost of his words i so 
far from partaking in moderation like my brother 
and myself, Nuwaz Koolee, once cup in hand, 
seiemed to forget every thing else.- He drank, arid 
spoke, and sung ; rattled out extravagant praises 
of the khan his master, mingled with expressions 
of good-will toward ourselves, till at length the 
wine entirely conquered all his caution, and the 
truth began to ooze out along with the last glim- 
mering of departing sense. Several of his half 
intelligible expressions were confirmative of our 
belief that he had visited us under the express 
orders of his master, to endeavour to inveigle us into 
hi^ service ; and there were others not a little at 
variance vnth that extreme love and respect which 
his more sober language expressed for this same 
admirable chief. At length, however, his favour- 
ite peish-khidmut, who seemed perfectly accus- 
tomed to his master's foiling, casting an expressive 
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look at US; interfered,, and carried him off duriog 
a lame atteaapt which he was making at a con- 
temptuous comparisoa between the service of that 
" clever, flattering rogue, Khoosheal, and the son 
of the skinner. Nadir Koolee," as he termed the 
khan and shah respectively. 

It was probable that Nuwaz Koolee ELhan was 
too much ashamed of his failure and of his drunken 
exploits to show his £^e again ; for he appeared 
no mot^.z and several days passed on without any 
fiirther visit or occurrence to mark the time. One 
night) however, the very favourite peish-khidmut 
of th^ d^ogha presented himself before us in a 
mystenous maimer ; and after carefully ascertain- 
ing that he could not be overheard, informed us 
that his master had entirely mistated the event of 
the: shah's attack upon the Eussuffzehees. ** It 
has b^n," said the peish-khidmut, *^ like all the 
shaji's undertakings, perfectly successful ; he drove 
the whole force of the tribe before him ; took and 
would have destroyed Joodara, but for the timely 
submission of Khoosheal Khan, who was forced 
to furnish supplies that have greatly crippled his 
means, and who consequently hates all Iraunees 
ten times worse than before. I, my lords, am a 
Persian, God help me ! and fain would I quit 
this abominable country ; but that is not an easy 
matt^, as I fear you will find. But I do not, 
like some (and he spoke with emphasis);, wish to 
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inveigle my countrymen into a service which, God 
forgive me ! is worse than that of the gins and 
deeves of Mazunderaun." 

The peish-JLhidmut's intelligence was perhaps of 
little immediate consequence, for we were far 
enough beyond reach of our countrymen, even if 
their success would have availed us; but they 
were pleasant to our feeUngs-rrrto our pride,-^-and 
to Qur recollections of the past. On the other 
hand, it developed to us another link of the chain 
of deceit and perfidy by whicli we were hemmed 
in; and while we reflected on all the mischief 
which this unhappy delay might be the cause of, 
it was no wonder that our spirits should sink 
at the prospect before us. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



VICISSITUDES. 



Another fortnight now passed on in painful 
tediousnessy and we were neither visited by any 
person apparently in authority, nor could we elicit 
from those around us the smallest hint atS to our 
future destiny ; most probably not one of them was 
in any degree acquainted with it. Our freedom was 
rei&tricted to the round of our own court and of the 
two outer ones ; nor was any objection made to 
our mounting &uch parts of the walb as the pre- 
cipice they overlooked rendered secure against 
escape ; but whenever we approached the gate- 
way we were always respectfully but firmly re- 
pelled. Our own apartments were not in them- 
selves unpleasant ; for they afforded from one of 
the windows an ample range of view do^tt the 
valley into which the ravine above the castle 
poured its stream; but little could we tell whrfhef 
either of these led, or, had we been at liberty, 
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cottld V^e have knbwn whkh tmy Iks bend our 
st€j)9 foT escape. 

One dity, about three weeks after our arrival at 
the fortress, while gazing from the window crfour 
prison, our ears were startled by the sound of a 
trumpet or horn ; and looking down the valley, we 
could discern the glitter of spear-points and of 
araiOttr among the underwood which clothed the 
roots of the hilk. That men and horsemen were 
marching there I could perfectly distinguish, but 
they were too distant for my vision to make 
out their costume or colours ; and presently they 
all disappeared behind a turn of the mountain- 
foot. 

The excitement which such an incident xx>uld 
not fail to produce in both of us was increiased by 
a bustle in the place, which assured us that some 
arrival of consequence had taken place ; and that 
very night we received a visit from two persons 
whose appearance at least was suflSciently respect- 
able. The one was an Affghaun, whose militisiry 
dress and air announced him to be of high rank : 
the other was a mooUah, of grave aspect and a 
long white beard, which doubtless betokened the 
presence of much learning and wisdom in the head 
which it adorned. 

Hiese personages, after a long and somewhat 
verbose preamble, in which they declared the 
high esteem which was borne to ine by Khoosheal 
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Khan^ and attempted by a specious sort x)f casuistry 
to excuse the outrage which had bew inflicted 
upon us by his orders^ went on to declare that^ in 
consequence of this high estimation^ he desired ex- 
tremely to retain two such valuable persons in his 
service, and offered large emoluments and great en* 
coun^ements if we should close with his proposals. 

It is unnecessary to say that we rejected 
these in the most unequivocal manner, as we had 
done all other overtures of a like nature ; nor need 
I repeat the ai^uments they made use of to alter 
out decision, nor those with which we supported 
it, ?13iey left us at length, coldly observing that 
this our ultimate decision should be duly reported 
to Khoosheal Khan, and wished we might not in 
the end repent of our obstinacy. Ominous as this 
observation was, it made no impression on men 
who considered such a service and the detention 
which it involved the next worst thing to death 
itself ; and who, as we certainly did, entertained a 
iiill hope that finnness and steadiness in refusal 
would at length bring the matter to a favourable 
isisue, by wringing from the khan an unwilling 
consent to our ultimate liberation : — we , did not 
know the man with whom we had to deal. 

That very night we were supplied with savoury 
.food as usual, and, as sometimes also had> hap- 
pened^ a vessel of wine was add^d. to thc^ repast, 
accompanied by a courteous message^ jtuforming 
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US that it was sent by a benevolent host to cheer 
the hearts of his guests. We drank without sus- 
picion ; but the sin, if sin it were, met with 
speedy and severe punishment. We fell imcon- 
aciously into a deep sleep ; and when I awoke, it 
was in utter darkness, and parched with burning 
thirst. I cannot express the horror of my feelings. 
I thought at first that death was already past, and 
that having entered the regions of woe, I was ex- 
periencing the tortures of the damned ; for my 
bones were full of racking pains, and the sickness 
of death was upcoi me. I gazed about me — 
stretched my eye-balls tiU their strings almost 
cracked — ^but nothing could I see. Darkness — • 
palpable darkness pressed upon me on every side ; 
Qor did I dare to move for some minutes lest I 
might touch some horrid object, or plunge into 
some still deeper abyss. For my brain was con- 
fused by the sleeping potion, and visiMis of hell 
md of the grave were mingled with my awakening 
sensations. Thus writhing with both mental and 
bodily pain,, for my thirst was excruciating, and 
the cold of my dungeon had filled me with cramps, 
1 lay upon the damp floor motionless, except for 
the occasional shivering which shodL me as with 
an agiie fit. I fenaad that most of my clothes had 
beeft tora off; aad that the only things leifit upon 
me were an Afighaun peerahun or shirt, with my 
dmw^rs iud a sort of nBcdex^vest of warm stuff. 
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which had probably escaped the aotioe of those 
who had carried me to the dungeon : these were 
but a miserable defence against the cold of a 
NoYember night in such inclement regions. 

How many hours were passed in, this way I had 
no means of guessing. The first thing that roused 
me was observing a very faint line of light upon 
the wall; which gradually increasing^ enabled me 
to discoTer that it proceeded from a door-way. 
The door was however fast. It was the entrance 
to my dungeon, of which I could now better com* 
prehend the extent. It was a square eeU^ perhaps 
of five gez"*" each way^ and in h^ght less than 
three. Moje I could not detect by eyesight; 
but rousing \ip my faculties^ with a strong effort 
I made the circuit of the waUs^ resolved to learn 
the worst and best of my condition. 

The walls, cut as it seemed out of the solid 
rook, were cold and dan^ : the floor, probably of 
th6 sam.e materials, seemed to have been levelled 
with clay, for some parts of it were soft and wet, 
^d my feet slipped in them. I had not gbne 
balf round when my progress was arrested by an 
elevated object, over which I almost fell. Groping 
alpiQUt with my hands, I discovered that it was a 
riused platfonn like a bench, fc^rmed either of 
rock or clay, the exact nature of which I could not 
discover ; but on stretching still further abroad^ my 
ka4d9. oame in ccoitact with a solid body, which 

• Bet, ft yaw}* 
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proved to be an earthen vessel Qf considerable size/ 
lustinctively I lifted it: it was heavy, ajid the 
movement and splash of water was heard as it 
shook in my grasp. The burning thirst which 
was consuming my veay vitals, and which had 
parched my tongue to utter dryness, was in- 
creased tenfold as it seemed at that sound, 
and. I was hastily lifting the vessel to ,my lips, 
when a thought arrested my hands. Could this 
beverage have indeed been placed for me? Might 
it not rather be the leavings — the putrid disgust- 
ing .leavings of some poor wretch — some former 
tenant of the place, , who had perished in his loath- 
some dungeon, as I perhaps was doomed to do? 
or might it not be a poisoned liquid, set there on 
purpose j to finish the business which the sleeping 
draught had left undone ? The victim of many 
treacheries becomes suspicious even against rea- 
son; but Reason soon resumed her ascendancy. 
Why, if my death was their object, should. they 
have left its accomplishment to a second chance ? 
Why not at once administer poison instead of a 
milder drug ?— rdjCath instead of sleep. Why then 
suppose the water poisoned ? And as for its purity, 
the urgency of thirst soon overcame all scruples ; 
yet not without a shudder did I Uft it again to my 
lips : — it was pure, sweet, cold water. Oh, how I 
drank ! how delicious was it to my feverish lips! 

Panting with the eagerness of my draft, I 
paused, and carefully set down the vessel : it was 
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eviclent tliat deatK by poison was not to be my 
portiou; for the' present, at least ; iior probably was 
starvation to be resorted to. The thought in 
some degree calmed me; but the bewildering 
multitude of other considerations which soon 
rushed m upon me quickly disturbed that im- 
perfect repose. What could their ultimate view 
be, in such conduct, but to force by any means 
into submission to their will, or in case of failure, 

r 

to put me to death as a useless burden ? And I 
weighed closely the expediency of yielding a 
feigned consent, in order to obtain a greater de- 
gree" of liberty; but when I considered the 
jealousy with which so tardy an acquiescence 
would be viewed, and the length of time which 
must elapse before it would be possible to establish 
a confidence sufficient to permit of my project 
being carried into effect ; the chances of being 
ordered upon a duty which I would rather have 
died than perform, and being put to death as a 
traitor for refusal; and the great probability of 
being discovered after all in any attempt to es- 
cape, combined with the extreme difficulty which 
must attend on all such attempts from my total 
ignorance of the country ; when I pondered all 
these considerations, I decided that it was better 
still to wait events and trust to the will of Provi- 
dence, than to earn so shght a chance of safety 
by a sacrifice which would at all events be most 
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painful to an ingeauous mind : besides^ thotigh 
marting under the migery with which I wa*. 8Ui- 
rounded, my mind was not yet utterly bow<^ 
down: on the contrary, it turned with indignation 
at the treacherous tyranny of which I had been 
mcule the yictim, and became more firmly nerved 
with the spirit of resistance and manly courage, as 
the superior dignity of such conduct made itself 
more convincingly apparent. 

The light which streamed from the crevice of 
my dungeon grew stronger, as the day advanped : 
probably too, my eyes by custom became more 
able to penetrate the darkness, for they wandeied 
around the walls of my prison with less difficulty. 
But the contemplation brought no increase eitfaar 
of hope or comfort. A noise in the passage 
leetding to the door was the first thing that 
awakened my attention, and a man entered, 
placed a coarse wooden dish with bread and a few 
crumbs of cheese upon the earthen mound, re* 
plenished my water-jug, all in utter silence, and 
then turning away, left me, in spite of all my 
efforts to draw from him a word. The day wore 
away, and night was approaching, when the same 
man entering once moref threw down a Uttle straw, 
and a dark cummul, or coarse woollen blanket. I 
was grateful for this boon, which not only promised 
me a better night than the former, but served as 
an additional proof that death, at least imme- 
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dietely^ was not in (xnitemplation ; and as I 
wrapped the blanket aroand my still shirering 
body a ray ofcaaitbrt entered into my soul. 

This night again^ while stretched upon my 
scanty couch of straw, was I visited by one of 
those visions which Providence, as I believe, often 
s^ids in its benevolent care to comfort or to warn 
its creatures, at times when without such aid they 
might sink under the burden of their misfortunes. 
The samie solemn voice which had so lately 
warned me of my danger, now whispered in my 
ear the words of encouragement and confidence; 
aborted me to firmness, to courage, and endu«- 
irance; pud so powerfully was the tendency of this 
dream impressed upon my mind, that most assu* 
redly to its influence did I owe the strength which 
was so necessary to support me in the trial which 
was approaching. 

On the following day the very same officer who 
had visited us on the evening of our removal iQ 
the dungeon, entered, attended as before by the 
white-bearded mooUah, who acted as his secretary, 
noting down the replies which I made to bis va- 
rious questions. He now again appealed to me, 
as having had experience of the khan's displeasure 
as well as of his munificent kindness; and de- 
manded to know whether I had yet reconsidered 
the oSerB formerly made to me, and was inclined 
to alter the determination I had then signified. 
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' To this appeal I replied, " liiat the resolution 
which mild and reasonable persuasion had failed 
te shake should never be overthrown by tyrannical 
chielty; that my body was indeed in his master's 
power; but to render ihat body useful, unless by 
my own consent, was beyond his utmost strength 
or skill ; that my resolution never to be the 
servant of EJioosheal Khan remained more firm 
than ever." 

" Had I considered,'* he inquired, '^ that it lay 
with the khan to confine me in that very dungeon 
until disease should rot me ? — to starve or torture 
me to d^ath ?" — '* I have considered,'^ replied I, 
''every thing that you can do to this body, wtich, 
if not,free, is as worthless to myself as it shall be 
to Khoosheal'Khan. I know too, that to die is 
always in my b^vn power: the khan can liasten 
that death, but he cannot make me live," — But it 
is unnecessary to enumerate all the variety of 
threslts and of defiance which were exchanged 
between us : long, long did the interview continue, 
and tediouk viras the eternal repetition of stale 
arguments. My visiter, to do him justice, was 
faithful to his task, and just in pointing out to me 
the fatal conseqtiiences of persisting in my obsti- 
naby; but I was firm, and his patience at last 
failed. " Enter, then !" exdaimed he in a voice 
of thunder to the guards, who had it seems been 
posted at l!he door : — ^' enier, and give this obsti- 
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nate ass a specin^^ of what he has braved and 
must endure !" and in an instant three or four 
fellows rushing in, laid hold of me, and binding 
my limbs, laid upon me with their sticks and 
clubs until I became nearly seuseless on the spot; 
When they judged I had enough for the time, 
the whole party withdrew, leaving me to recover, 
as best I might, at leisure. 

Why should I dwell upon the continuance of 
my sufferings ? — My body was sorely wounded ; 
my mind became gradually diseased — broken 
down. Had my persecutors come with their pro- 
{^als upon any of the few following days, I will not 
v^ture to say what might have been my reply ; 
for when the body has been enervated by suffer- 
ings, the mind sympathises in it& weakness; and 
if at such a moment protracted misery be placed 
onth^ one hand, and ease, with comparative enjoy- 
ment on the other, we may pity, but scarcely can 
condemn a choice, which, under other circum- 
stances, might have been more worthy. 

But Providence, who knows what its creatures 
are fitted to endure, spared me this painful strug- 
gle- Day after day passed on, and neither visiter 
nor executioner appeared : — food, coarse, but not 
unij^holesome^ was regularly supplied me. My 
bruises healed by degrees ; but my mind was em- 
biitteired, — reckless, and my heart, almost broken 
by protracted anxiety and disappointed hope. 
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I thought of Iraun— of my poet foridm SMr^eii'-*^ 
of my faaoDtily — of my aiFectiofiate fellow-offerer 
and brother, Noor Mahomed — of all the brilliaat 
days of my past life^ until my brain waa bevril^ 
dered ; and they all seemed remote vii^otisv uih 
substantial dreams^ which never could have had 
existence except in the wretched prisoner's ima-^ 
gination. My brain had, indeed, become fearlhlly 
weak; so much so, as to confound reooUeetions 
and sensations m the most unaecountaible mdH- 
ner : even the remembrance of the past and the 
anticipations of the future became wildly mingled 
together ; and surely had my confinement under 
such depressing circumstances continued much 
longer, the scene would have closed entirely. 

Such, however,, was not the wiH of Heatefi* 
After three mcmths' imprisonment in tiiis duitg^n^ 
as they told me afterwards, the same g^aoler who 
had brought my daily food, and who, though pep- 
severingly silent, and uniformly disregarding my 
questions, had never l;)een otherwise harsh or crael^ 
entere*d one day abruptly, and ordered me to rise 
and follow him. The words were said in the 
Pushtoo tongue, which I did not understand ; but 
instinctively comprehending his meaning, I rose 
with bewildered haste to obey him. I rushed to 
the yielding door ; but scarce had I got beyond 
it, when the fresher air and increase of Ught, even 
in the passage itself,' overpowered me so much, 
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that I feH half fainting on Hie ground. The man 
seemed tcniched with compassion : he lifted me up^ 
and seatting me upon a mat in his own room^ pro-* 
cured me ar little sherbet^ which refreshed me ; and 
in a few minutes I was able to rise again and walk^ 
although my eyes were still so weak^ that for a long 
time I could not distinguish objects in the light. 

Passing onward, scarcely knowing whither they 
led me, we caisM, as I could just perceive, into the 
court of the castle next to the gateway ; and while 
groping about, and trying gradually to use my 
eyes a little, I felt myself suddenly embraced by 
some one. The voice, hollow and sepulchral as 
it was, more than either eyesight or feeUng, told 
me that it was my brother^ Noor Mahomed ; for 
it was a skeleton that I clasped in my arms. The 
sudden shock, painful though it was, did good ; 
for my feeUngs were instantly excited, and I wept 
like a cUld in his arms. 

I beUeve that the spectacle of our meeting 
effected some among the by-«tanders, who till then 
had carelessly beheld our wretched phght; for 
some trifling indulgences were now tendered to 
us, vad more than one person came forward with 
offeiB of food and raiment : some of these were 
women, and I could distinguish many expressions 
of commiseration and kindness from individuals of 
that sex, the voice of which never foiled to fili me 
with delightful emotions. 
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At length I comprehended that Noor MBhomeA 
and myself^ along with some other Persian cap- 
tiveSj were to be sent to a certain district, to work 
as labourers upon estates belonging to the khan* 
Even this was a state of bliss compared with re* 
maining the tenant of that noisome dungeon which 
I had so long inhabited, although to what happy 
chance we owed the boon remained to us unknown ; 
and when I declare that at this moment the doom 
which I should but three months before have con- 
sidered as nearly equivalent to death, appeared to 
me a blessed relief from that which I had lately 
suffered under, it proves how very indefinite and 
comparative are the feelings as well as the temxi 
of human happiness or misery. As to Noor Ma- 
homed, he, poor fellow, had kept pace with me 
in suffering ; and the effect upon his external ap- 
pearance was equally remarkable, although his 
health had suffered less deeply than mine. Both 
were haggard, shrunken skeletons; pale, ghost-fike 
shadows of what we had been : our very mothers^ 
had they lived, would not have recognised their 
sons. 

I will not dwell in detail upon what followed. 
By slow journeys, and by the help of ammals to 
carry those who were unable to walk, we wem 
conveyed still higher up the valley, and yet neaito 
the loftier ranges of mountains, to villages, among 
which we were distributed and placed at agrieul- 



(gild iab^uiw Xoor JdUiaiB^ being kaowa 

ij^i^ «ei#te4, weie bwfciftnely «ii£Bered to Gontinue 

^together; mAM\ )^ undue isteTerity ceased to be 

^iimaistd* We w^re forced^ Uge othera, to wcark at 

certain -taaks ; but were neither iU*used nor iUrfed, 

.Wi»i were flavee in fact, but considered much in 

^e siiHie light as tbepoorer ryots^ termed ^' fakeers^' 

«bgr«thef£iiaeuffzehe^ ; a elase of peasantry who in 

Him country perfopoi the laborious works of the 

4iM« while. Ibeir proud masters choose only to 

lights «H>d. live upon the ^prodaice raised by these 

fjifiiealsr ■ i . Ouy. health and ettengfh improved fiist 

bjfi^^ wb^k^ioiQte air and exercise of the country; 

flft^ aUlre.hs4^ Iwient was our protracted sepa- 

Jltii^n from every thing we had on earth to love^ 

fip4 1|ie/hopel#6«;iess of ever rejoining them. But 

^^ ki^m^^% whQ^ At the birth of mortals, writes 

ufon* their foreheftde the events of their future 

'^^;and who in his own good time worke out his 

•f)fi^ designs, had deseed for us better. things, 

^9f|df |)ffo^§^t them to pass by means of a very uor 

The <duef of Deereh in the valley of Punjecorah, 
w)w Va# secognised es ^head of the Aoeozehee 
tffba^ ;ll#4 ^ hereditary feud with Khoosheail 
K^MlUr: Qe ImuI besides e(»iducted himself as a 
li09Rll^#F^^t tc^wexd^ the deputies sent him Ji>y 
Ke4iv^ Wd was th^riefore upon friendly terms 
wgjftb, JP^if ia* "Vm Timour Khan, increasing in 
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strengU;^p4 B0wer>fha4.niade a /vw to invade 
.BooQ^e^aEj^jto. reyenge. himself for fe^er ag- 
gressions and iBDrderSi - upon his eiiemy, now 
V^eakene4)>y' his unsuccessful struggle with the 
Piersai3«i iw^narch. 

.^uAGCordiQgly^ mustering his forces^^ he made a 
rapid inroad ; crossed the Swaut^ and entering 
Boonere by the remtote district where we were 
stationed, cut the Eussitfzehees who were there 
to pieces. The slaves^ however, and the &keers 
who made no resistance, were not hurt :^ on the 
contrary, the khan having learned that ; there 
,were Persian captives among those who had ^sub- 
mitted, ordered "US all to be called before him, 
and ^gnified that. such of us as chose^toentef his 
service should have employment ; but that all who * 
deEAre^ to return to their own country should. I>e 
supplied with the means of doing so. : ( ; . 

It would be vain to describe the delight of my 
brother and myself, as well as of the othei^ Persifm 
captives at this unexpected, turn of affair^ nor the 
joy with which we accepted the proffered boon. 
All difficulty seemed now at an end : the magic 
spell which had bound us so long was faffoken. 
Timour Khan suj^lied us each with deceit clothes 
and a small sum <^ money, and sent us under- a 
strong escort as far as Jekdlabad. Unwilling/ ^o 
.i^sli encountering the inccmvemences whi<ph might 
have attended owr beix^ known as officers^ neither 



Noor Mahomed ttor-'inyftdf elibse t^ claim' any 
other rcodL ifalin^thiEt 'of soldteirS; taken prisoners 
by the Boooere EuasuffSsehees ; ihe supply of 
money which we received was Ihcrefote corre- 
spondingly small : a trifle had likewise escdped 
the search of our jailers^ in consequence of the 
precautions we had taken. These resources enabled 
us to pay our way with caravans, the only safe 
mode of travelling, as far as Furrah, where our 
means were so nearly expended <hat we were 
ferced to agree with a sufly sarwan to carry us 
to Mudhed upon condition of our little baggage 
bring- made over' to him as security for the 
bflSanee of hire to be paid him at that place. 
- At length we departed from Furrah; and at 
every fi^h munzil which we reached our hearts 
beat with more anxious alarm, as we anticipated 
the tidings we might receive of those from whom 
w>e liad been separated for so many tedious years. 
Even in the full year and half which had elapsed 
fi^om the time we had been abandoned by the 
army of our former master, at Rawil Pundee, what 
BSiight— what must those objects of our fondest 
ilfifection have endured, when that army reached 
thSbb^iative land without a word of cheering in- 
teffigence from their husbands — ^their fathers ! 
WhJAt might not the family of a disgraced favourite 
•lttl% suffered from the rude and unprincipled me- 
i^ifeils of a minister or prince ? My blood ran cold 
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within me at the thought : the cfpeed of the falcon 
or the dove would have seemed el^w to \k^^r voje 
to the place where all this aiu^ety was to be 
terminated : what tiien must have h^Xi our suffer- 
ings while enduring the snail-lifc^ pace of a 
caravan ! 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



DISAPPOINTMENTS. 



Thbre are some epochs a^eyents is the life of 
man which mock the lapse of ^^ears^ and in spiter 
of the storms aiid whirlwind* which sweep over 
the memory, live in it ever fresh and unchanged^ 
Were mj life to endure tor ages I never could 
forget the morning 6n which, retumtiig from my 
long captivityy I came in sight of the venerable 
city of Mushed ; and still Icss^ the fearfed dsry 
which succeeded that anxious, feverish morning. 

For many days before it sleep had fled from 
my eyehds ; and ra^re cessation from actual bodily 
exertion was the only refreshment which I ob- 
tained at our daily baiting places. Indeed eveiz 
this rest was a weariness in its kind ; for the eager: 
desire of getting forward r^dered the necessary 
halts themselyes vexatious^ Had we possessed 
the means of pressing onward, no fear of danger 
should have prevented us from shortening the 
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distance l)dlw6i^^iiB:Aii4| oxii^iaiie^^ jfmrae^mg 

day and night : but this ¥ii(thoutrhofte(l^oip atiimtls 

of aiiy^ de(M»ipti(Ma c^wtis: impMM tMe< li^ere 

most utiw31ii!iglytfbrced te^ide tli^moviBdients^ 

the «^raiiiid^ to'* which we b^ngeid.; Upon tKit 

arrival <iit 'Sungbiidt, boweter, si]^ ftiniangs^ or 

about tW6nty>4bui^ guiles only, from Mushed, we 

ewM m^ lodger enduie the dday ; and instead of 

remaitiing ^th tiie rest for tire few customaiy 

hours of repose^ Yatigcled as we Were by theday'^s 

march, NidorMtkhk^^ed and mysdf/ leaving our 

trifling/ baggage ia^lAie hands of ^our churwadar/l* 

pushed owwards^an^ walkiiig*by tibe light ^i^, 

brilliafit' tsiom, r^adiedf t^a Ibttlei^bcfofe aunsa) 

^bt top ci 'M^iSLCtlvniy or g<M^ firomf whsnce^Ube 

whole loagplaiil op(Sned i^b^^bre us^mth-Mushed 

itself about im mfl^s dis^tant, loommgiiidistiniatly 

througli the gi^ haze of morning*. -v^.iAtiai^r^ 

at last it is ihere !'' -exclaimed Noor Mahomed^ 

^^ .MhumduliUabl«^--4dhBmdulillah !-^thanks be 4x> 

the Moi^ ^HigbS'^^Mrmi^ the blessings of the Al* 

mighty teston its holy. domes and shrines! and> 

oh! may poor pilgrioaslike us find our homes and 

all they conltain preserved to them in peace and 

•ecucity as omrpiayeiB: would hare the»ii'-*^r< 

'Mnsballah! inahaltah t'^ edioed I, my eyes half 

blmded with tears, jmd the sobs of mingled i^ 
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Muleteer. 



While iv«.,defloeiw^i x ithe / ei»i»e«c%>x.tlv3 jrioh 

paw^fi^ ligktj and {ri^vleiigtji. tl^ 8Am:.faimsQlf 
aroaeiikea globei of rwidy &re,j,ftom tht^4fiftp 
empurpled haze which skirtediaU.Ae,bQnzoQ^;aud 
seat Btreamd of brillimt light aQn>9A tibie ^Jprn^ 
azure that hty e^vread ajbove tts, noflecked bjr^ 
single cloud* ^^ See,'' said JHf ooir Mahomed, ** how 
the holy lainarets and doioes gtow^ike fiery points 
h|;tbese LeyeLbeamsLpf-tr*'^ Ay> and pKiy >their 
glory effer inoreasei'ismd Iy:.ejficulathoig the S'ar 
tbehsi^ as a derotit cand t^^er ^oiHitiogi^^^^ 
within :iBe at >the s^iit ^o£> o^ects^^ ^hkh. i^alkd 
to.w&vso ma&y .aeasoufi ofi l^jtb; ii>y:^and uwi^e. 
V\ HvA what may yoa te/^iowitiaued h ff iwhich 
rifiea. to / intercept: our view^?'' ap^ v|ft% ; I sppkc^ : a 
dkotL-naddy vapour aacended; shioc^din^.tl^ city 
iboHL ear sight, and hdvering lilt^ a cloud nbove 
it/ And .still the filmy ^^ rose .and torn, obr 
jiiciinng the whole horizon, fintil the «un itself waf 
hid firom as, and the distant plain, grew dark aiid 
indiatinct. : /' It is the dust," said Noor M^ 
honied : <'' thia is the hour when both men aind 
dattla^nove out to their labour, and they haim.' set 
^be ^lisi in motion; or it may beLthB.vapowralcif 
last evening's dew, only now rising under the in- 
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fluMC^ Qf the sun : — the occunrence is a cmnmon 
one." — " It may be so/' Bead I, " but it has a 
singular eiSBBct, and impresses me painfully. God 
grant that w© find all right in that city !— And see- 
see these birds i — ^they are ravens surely :-Hsee how 
they eross our path ; — ^there, in the distance. — 
Little do I heed such things in general, and yet 
my mind misgives me now." — *' Look ! look !" 
interrupted Noor Mahomed, ^^ what has come 
over the city ? By heavens ! it is taking flight 
altogether from the earth." And in reality the 
city did appear gradually to rise from the lower 
line of vapour, far above the level of the plain, 
until domes, gates, minarets, and other buildings 
had attained an incredible distinctness in relief 
against the sky. We watched them thus starting 
marvellously into being upon their airy foundation 
for several minutes, when a dark uncertain vision, 
like a cloud, at length was seen fluttering over the 
fair fabric. For a while it hovered over it with 
changeful play ; then shot down many lines which 
joined the loftiest points : others followed in thick 
succession, until the once clearly defined edifices 
of the city became blended in confused and waver- 
ing bands uniting the two streaks of vapour. 
These bands speedily became more solid : they 
joined, quivered with an uncertain tremour for 
a while ; and then the whole pageant dissolved. 
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and wats absorb^ m the dark sea of 'mist.^ 
^* Ls-ilk^it^nHah !" exsclaixoed Noor Mdliontfi^dy 
^' whatpycKfigy id this 1 saw ^ytf my one sueh a 
marvel ?'*— ^* May God «eifcd it be a fovtvmlLte 
cme!'^ daikl I : ^' hope has revired mmy heart ; for 
the tenninaKion of the oxmtn is better than its 
begmning* And yet the whole may be bitt an^ 
appearance natural to the honr aiid place : — ^maay 
of the saifie descriptioiii have I seen ; bitt nonie I 
OQPfifess so distinct, so tronderfal, so speaking as 
this. Almighty God grant a bbppy ksue is& true 
briievergr !"— *' Inshallah ! let n$ continue our 
course/* said my brother; and we held on our 
way with fresh energy. 

In dae time the vapoum dissipated, and the 
city rose upon our sight, with all its survounding 
gardei», villages and sacred shrines> the same as 
in happier days. But fear asid anxiety increased 
upon me as we approached ; my heart beat thick, 
and my knees trembled, and a cold sweat stood on 
my forehead in spite of the burnkig smi, which 
now rose high in heaven. More than once I was 
forced to stop and recover myself before we 

*^Tho0e who may hare witnessed tlie wonderful phenoinens pro- 
duced by powerful refraction, or the *' mirage," on extensive dusty 
plains heated daring the day, and cooled during the night, by 
the alterations uf temperature at these seasons, will ha^ no diffi- 
culty in accoanting for what perplexed the travellers. — Transhftoy'a 
note. ' - :.. 
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reached tbe gate; 'for, exbEamsted Jia I had been 
with fatigtte and misery^ thi3^eiQi»l»tpiui mthin* me 
wete 'too powerful for my frame. iFor Sluj^en 
-^I scarbe dared to let my thoiights appi^oach th^ 
name— ^fe^ and litdeonee, and home/ floated in 
misty specidation before my eyes ; but I had no 
eoun^ to rush on ttnd raise the veil which might 
d^tooy hoipe and happiness at cmce. 

At length we entered the gateway which opens 
upon the chief street of Mushed. But as we 
passed along the banks of its canal, now cleared 
find beautified by the munificence of our former 
inaster, I scarcely ventured to raise my eyes, lest 
they should fall upon some o1::ject of evil omen, 
or recognise some one who might greet me with 
ill tidings. How then shall I describe what J -felt 
wfa^n ive turned into the very lane in which my 
houses had been situated? the beatings of my 
heart wete audible ; and as the well*known little 
entrance came 'in view, a mist seemed to rise be- 
fore my eyes^ and shut out every object. O God ! 
is it not true that our minds can sometimes look 
dimly into futurity ? that the force of evil bodings 
endues them with a prophetic power, which over- 
leaps the pres^it and gazes upon misfortune yet 
to come ? I knew it — the moment I came in sight 
t)f the place I tould have sworn it — ^that all was 
lost; that home, and wife, and family, all were 
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goM; 4md tiiat I^^mi&ca inifierabie wrdtch^ mi^ 
adtUn]^i«ft tip<m^eartteto^ave ormaare*f<^ !i/' 1 1-^^- 
. 'Evefi whto therejply was givsen to if oar Mahor 
w^d, who inqtdred " who livedodiere V^ for / 
cottid not do it^-^asd when tiiiey named the name 
oi a iltranger, so slxong had b@Baf.my vprevious 
oon^ctkm that my family were there no Icsiger 
that my emotion was scarcely increased by this 
confirmation of my calamity. I reeled indeetly 4nd 
half fell upon a raised seat of earth near the door* 
way; so evidedtly over<^ome!^.ithat theiperson wh<^ 
had answered the inquiry took notice of it^ and 
offered assistance ; but it was more firom the effect 
of previous agitation thanof the last efiectual 
Uow. I . . . . h • 

'The heart of NoorBlahomed, although lighter 
than mine^ as his frame was less shattered^ simk 
at this reply : but it occurred to him, as he after- 
wards informed me, that our wives might not isi^ 
probably have changed their dwelling ; and with 
the view of eliciting something that might lead to 
such a discovery, he proceeded with his questions. 
^^ How long had the present possessor of the 
house occupied it?" The servant believed neady 
two years. '* And who had been his predecessor ]" 
The man knew not ; he was a stranger, lately en- 
tered on his present service. ^' Could, we see his 
master?" — " No ; he was not then at home.". 
But at this moment the nerveless state of de- 
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spair kito which I had fallen experienced a fren- 
zied re-aetio«. Starting from the seat, I darted 
through the open door-way, swearing that my wife 
was within, and thail see her, and speak with, and 
i<escue her I woftkt. And when the servant, aghast 
M my violence, «m forward to oppose my progress, 
r threw him to the earth with the force of a mad, 
man, and rushed towards the entrance leading to 
tfie private apartments. Noor Mahomed, however, 
recovering from his surprise, ran up and retained 
me forcibly, until his earnest remonstrances in- 
duced me to pause ; ftfid then, assisted by the ser- 
vant, he made me once more sit down, while, in 
order to- account for my outrageous conduct, he 
shortly mentioned that in this house some years 
before I had left my vrife and family. 

The man, touched by the appeal, and by my 
evident distress, was «!Mieavouring to soothe me 
with some , common-place observations, when an 
old woman, attracted probably by the noise, made 
her appeat&nce from the inner rooms. " Ah ! 
Mahboubeb," said he, " in good time you come : 
perhaps you can tell these gentlemen something 
about the persons who lived here before our master 
came?" — "What say you?" said she: "how 
should I know any thing of them ? — ^All I know is, 
that the house had been half destroyed, — by the 
shah's order it was said : we did not*come until it 
had been quite refitted." A fresh ague fit came 
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oyer me at these words : nor was Noor Mahomed 
pow in a much better condition ; for they seemed 
to carry with them a dismal confirmation of our 
very worst apprehensions. The servant felt for 
ns. "Pshah! Mahboubeh," saidhe, "that may 
be a mistake ; besides, who can tell if the thing 
happened while the house was occupied by this 
gentleman's family? — is there no one who could 
tell?"— "Ah!" sighed the old woman at this 
reference to our interest in the affiiir : — " is it 
then so ? — Poor man ! — ^but stay : — doubtless old 
Humza Dullauk, who lives at the end of the lane, 
may know something of the matter." — " True! 
true !" exclaimed Noor Mahomed, " old Humza is 
just the man. Ismael, let us quit this unlucky 
place, and seek information from the old man." 

The least glimmering of hope is sufficient to 
rouse the despairing ; and to the old barber's shop 
we went. He occupied the same wretched hovel 
as when I had left the place ; but had shrunk, 
through age and poverty, into a mere shadow. His 
senses, however, were sufficiently acute, and his 
recollection exact enough to drive me utterly to 
despair. " Is it of that house you would ask 
me ?" responded the aged creature. " Ah ! agas, 
well do I know it and its master AUee Mouraud 
Thajir, and every tenant it has had for the last 
thirty years." — " Well, well; but we only want 
to hear about the last — those who lived there im- 
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laedifttely before /the\ pJesftaJb OBtes — you underr 
stand l"-rt^^{ Ah ! it ib efiiiem you woidd know ? 
Ah ! >poor thingB «5 --y«B, Ihey . were unfortutiate 
creatures !i^M;hey were women^ agas — -poor unprcH 
teet^d women l^^^the fimoily of a bzaVe gentleman 
to<)— a gallant soldier; — ^ay^ and a khan! He 
wa« >a * gre€tt fayounte with the shah — may God 
piesdrv^ usl-^'^-^and went with him when all x>ur 
brave youths went to Kandahar: ay, and further 
too — to Hindostan "Ihey say z-^^but what does old 
Humza know of such places ?>^He brought back 
mountains of gold, they say, and cameMoad^ of 
diamonds/'—" What ! the khan ?"— « No, no, the 
shah I was speoddng of: they say he does not 
leave much wealth with other people."' — "Well, 
but die khan? — ^it is of him we want to know,-^ 
•His name — ^what was it?"— *^ Ah! his name- 
well did I know him, poor young man! many a 
time have I shaved his head, and cracked his joints 
when I was duUauk at the Vizeeree Hummaum: 
he was -a wild one in these days, God forgive lis 
all !— but— "— " In the name of God," cried I, 
loosing all patience at the old man's garruUty, and 
speaking out for the first time in my natural voice — 
"in the name of Heaven, O man ! tell us his name, 
and be done."—" AUah-il-uUah !" exclaimed the 
old barber, starting back as if he had been shot, 
"' what sound is that ? — it is the voice of the 
Ulan himself !"^—" It was Ismael, then," said I in- 
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quuriogly. 'T-'^ Khodak Buzoorgi'k wafi^ 'to be 
fluve^tiifr^tt is he ! (O ^khoaU are you alire ^oe 
d€Ad:?>'^H>is a shaine to. irighten. an old man ili 
this^fashioB.''— *^^ Peaee, oldinan«^*-Iiam weil^ and 
no haxm shall liappen to jou : only tell me of m^y 
family ;r*-*teU me what has be&llen them ?" — " O, 
Mahomed! — ^then you don't knovrV'^ — ^^ I know 
nothii^^ man, but that I shall go distracted if you 
keep me much longer in this suspmise. What, I 
say, in Heayen's name, did happen to them?" 
. " La^iUaril-ullah ! how I do pity you!" stijl 
muttered tibe old man; '^they a^e gone! Allah 
only knows where." — "How gone?" — "Yes, when 
the house was pillaged." — ".Pillaged!" said Noor 
Mahomed, — for I trembled with fear and impa* 
fience too much to speak. " Say, how did that 
happen?"—" Why," replied the old barber, 
*^ when Prince Reza Koolee Meerza was living 
here, and. &esh reports were daily coming from 
the. shah's army, — ^no doubt of. what was going on 
there> — many a house in Mushed, and many a viK 
lage in the country was pilkiged and destroyed 
by his orders. So, one day up came a number of 
furoshes, led by a nassakehee and his men from 
the palace, and came to the lane yonder. What 
can this be about? thought I,- and I closed my 
little shop for fear ; but down they went to the 
khan's bouse yonder, where all his family dwelt, 
peslceably enough, poor souls ! — ^bang went the 
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doofs, and in went fhey : and there were criea and 
shrieks, and a great crowd collected ; and I woulct 
fain have gone among them to see what was doing, 
though for that matter it was easy to guess it. 
But ah, agas! the fellict*is a chiel thing, and a 
nassakchee*i9 knife makes short work with a n^se 
or an ear, and so I staid quietly here ; and the 
hubbub went on, and the house was clean pil- 
laged, and the whole party went off, learing 
neither man, woman, nor child ; no, nor a thing 
living nor dead within its walls. Carpets', numuds, 
vessels of brass and vessels of china, clothes, 
purdehs, furnishings, all were gone ; not a rag not 
a shred was left, and the house itself v^s half 
pulled down. They would have pulled it down 
altogether, but that old AUee Mouraud came shuf- 
fling up in a great hurry to tell the fiiroshes thai 
the house was not the khan's but his. * Get off 
with you, ye old unblessed dog !' said they, * ot 
your house shall be your grave.' — But he knew 
another language which they understood well; 
and so off they went, leaving that part of their 
work only half done." 

" And the unhappy women?" asked Noor Ma- 
homed, in a voice of subdued agony, ** was it 
never known what became of them?"-^" No, aga, 
I believe not : /at least know nothing ; but what 

* The noose used to secure the feet of persons undergoing tlie 
bMtinado. 
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eguld have become of them in the hands of these 
brutal furoshes?'' said the old man with a half 
shrug, half shudder. The thought was too much 
for me : with a loud shriek I fell senseless on the 
flcKH*, and recovered only to the delirium of a 
raging fever. 

Well was it for me that the old duUauk, taking 
for granted, probably from my furious movements 
and burning skin, that my disease was of a hot 
nature, immediately got my arm and foot held, 
and took some blood from each ; and better still I 
have since seen reason to believe it was, that the 
bandages being torn off by the violence of my 
feverish efforts, the wounds bled three times as 
much as the old man intended, to his great alarm : 
the wholesome discharge probably saved my life. 
Poor Noor Mahomed ! himself a prey to the most 
racking despair, — ^for doubt was now at an end, — 
hung over and nursed me Uke a brother, as he 
ever has been to me; and perhaps it was fortunate 
for his health of mind and body that he had so 
in^rative a demand upon the exertions of both : 
it left him less leisure to brood over his own mis- 
fortunes. 

Seven long days elapsed before, weak and mi- 
serably reduced, I regained my senses ; and, to 
the delight of my affectionate brother, and the 
great relief of the old barber, in whose hovel I 
had necessarily remained during my illness, began 



gm^Mily, dfim^lnaif i and ev!ett>^tlie&; ^ rithovgk' iUi 
iosei wi^saffi«teiildy ovei9rfa€knti^^'t^ weaketi^ 
state d£ my ^bcM^y^^i^veiited ipr effect ffewb^iAng 
sa^keaviiiy tipoti iheiiniiid da^ first; Kooi^ Mabo^^ 
med^ to0^ in Ma boiamiiuiicatiotis^'eliddaircmi'ad'to 
inspire ^e ifith'^a hope^ #bidy he^Jeit Ao<t liim^^lfy 
tifl^thei.v«inst to>4>^ap|»«tiei^^ inoV hUv« 

oQcaUre^T^ :and^ tiiat^«S''itb^e;^asi3i<^^'gdd<^c6 '41^ 
fwie thalt ouTi pcHiriwi^es'iiadibeeiiPiiiairdi^r^d*'' 
otheridfti^ dedti«»yed^4t|qy/dkasti^^ 
existence^ :xuid^TnQ^ht. jjofaibly^' baiter e^si{>6d>ifi$^ 
oufigioss i0utragttci]ii;<tbec«nreok 'ofviheir affairs^' iii> oi 
Th&;wietehed wx^i'gn»p ati jefcadows lor mlidf ; 
and I; by tfainknigv tatkii^: and . reasoning: ufMK 
tlieaalajeet^ aif^lengtk:b0canie>bidf p^rsotd^i^tbllt' 
Tve bad toeuQUfitdenly: ^ym.waif^ toideaptmd^xky^ 
diofc tboaei iveqouHifned as lost most bai^beeAit>i«b 
tonef Bkanoer^iraaeiired^iEiBd would at last bd'if^ 
stored 'tOL tisMand s«eb anefiect did ^tibk^ildy 
tbis abno0t. insane idea produce upon tay healA 
axld fiptritSy /tbat I bi^^ rapidly to reeoyiUiiy-HoA 
erery day increased in bope, and grew stroiiger 
in the resolution o£v comiaenciug a vignvoui^ 
searcb aitet oar missing z&milies. ' ' < : bjc. i 
//fiit no svKh bope sustained my iM*Qtheir-x]>«btw: 
Btepnii' seemed to ifly(&0BL3ne.<»il]^it0'8eiae oponi 
bifici: SB.! ngained jxxy istrepgtb, xso^ did: be^tose 



t)wA J^fefig^ aoriaiisly ta.irinBMievfiQandhia:.Ufe^l^^ 
fi^fj^Miat >whatevtff might be ;thfi late of om* miJiee^ 
090 .nt .leaai of them iwoiiU .soQD:J)eatt widows , : * ii> 
uSiwIiQtbiMtiiidfttBWBit^d us^ jPovetty and\waiit> 
wiiii^ their ^kitso&c^emBet{'(t&^ 
iqK)|ijJU#f}iAn<i;BtrEageitf> thisik^mrtb^ of my 
9ati!f#!|bra!wcif»«?-^^ days 

bit4jl)tteii(thei sotaie: of hiq^ptaeas «nd: of jdant^^r^ 
]iqftl<M»4 ^^9^1'^ home^ I coidd* novr s^ no fe- 
sourcee-AgiBunst. absolute' jidestitutkniu ^ ^ Cat. off by 
onB.' miafisrtmifiai from the; i suppbes j «ipb hoped • to 
immffmA>bsxt, ^we haA been ipce^dxto 4ii^^^ 
0ui|idebt»Ao the mideteer fiY>m Eurcah by making 
oiier.40ihua the trifling baggage 'wi^/possessed^ so 
ItoAf^nrttfeing i^emained to usi except the clothes 
upon(i)iu^haek8| and two pieces of gold which I had 
fiferifunaidy been able to preserve in all our wan^ 
^IMgs.vii Of these^ one had been given to the old 
Mlauky for necessaries required during my ill<^ 
]MMt*c*^tbe other, after paying a few trifling debts 
incusnned for the coarsest food, lefl; scarcely i any 
residue. A few days must see us depcived of 
boead r-faow, under such circumstance&y could we 
hcqje i» eomipience any. efficient search fbr^^the 
ob^^ctacifiiMVJEtnxieiiyl.h po8-< 
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dible to support my poor deoliniiig brothtr, who 
no^ stood doubly in need of those ^omfbtti ydu^k 
I had no means of fMrocuring him ? 

Necessity makes men bold* I did possess i^ 
soufcea in Mnshed ; but to attempt availing myw 
self of them might prove not only very difficulty 
but extremely dangerous. But when now it be^ 
came a questicoi of life or death, of comfiovt or 
starvation^ it surely was a more manly as well as 
a more politic course to meet our &JU in' a bold 
i^:ruggle for safety, than to await it by the skdr 
approaches of famine in otir lairs. In additiim 
to the property which I had left in the hands of 
my wife, with the forecast so requisite in times of 
trouble, I had secreted several mxb» of money 
and valuables in places known only to Shimen^ 
and myself. Some hundreds of tcnnauns in gold 
were buried in a private spot of the court in the 
house she lived in: another considerable sum 
was in the same manner committed to the earth 
in my residence at Futehabad. Besides tiiese, I 
had lent sums of money to two or three persons in 
the Mushed bazar, merchants of fair character 
and sufficient substance ; and had deported with 
them arms and jewels of sctfne value, for sale <m 
my account; and the acknowledgements of ^ail 
these sums and goods had been left by me in the 
hands of my wife when I was quitting Mushed to 
frfkxw the army* 
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' ThnB tbere was property sufficient for all our 
wi^ts wi^in t)ie city walUi, prodded only we 
could fall upon ih^ meaii« of claiming it with ef*;- 
£Bot Z'-^^but to do this waft the very difficulty, for 
w^ I knew th^t to claim a debt, unsupported by 
'^ther wi^neBB, acknowledgement, or interest of 
my <1^0eriptioOL to back my application, would be 
irttei'ly useless, and might be dangerous. 

I( was now that we were more than ever seos^* 
ble of the baleful effect which in our peculiar case 
fiiUowed the loss of royal favour. Orphans as 
]|K)th of us were^— brothers in misfortune, without 
Juj^yor friends of blood, we stood alone and unr- 
f9{4X>rtftd in the world, save by the gracious light 
of that auspidous countenance which now was 
olonded to us £Dr ever. What was our intrinsic 
worth or merits in the eyes of those friends who 
eourted our regards or honoured us with their at- 
t^tion^ but while we shone bright in the beaiz^ 
of ihat royal fii.vour in which they themselves 
te|(ked, or which they sought to enjoy? When the 
isloiid aame, and that sun shone on us no more, 
th^iwitibdrew; they renounced us: the gay, happy 
ioseotfi which fluttered in the full ray regarded not 
tj|pa w>uiuled worms that crawled darkly upon the 
mrjAij tj^ey were left tp pine, or die unnoticed and 
akme. 

AlfK^ M I blMl Uved in Mushed, and well as I 
blMl.oMe hj^en k/ILOwn there, th^re wa^.npt, so far 
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is'i. 'i^^draf Wu, TmhlSlts waM a siqgle^aiyiatal 



nBt^'orfe to' wB<^' we mig^t fcr'ah* act of 

kmane^s p<by<Sha the exercise of common cpanty. 
''OilTO^ ibntiS^, denounced as we were ^y rdyal 

)ut tP be 
shufinetf like' mfected cteaitii'es WHp '(iniect with 
tH^m a pesmential'aiim^ ? Tttie oiily tneMs 

frcon whom i mi^nt have hoped assistance were 
all far away Wh" the aimy;'^iand**evai'liM^^ 
bfeen at hiand,' was it to W expected tftat^^fliey 
would brave" tfi^e wrath of liieir jKingitb hetp* a 
'rtiined fivburitiB*?— Wol — ^neitlier fnenasIiiK 'hos*- 
pitalit'y, nor cnarity, not ev^ii common "jn&fice 
was to i)e tdbked'for by excdnimuiu^ated wre&nei^ 
like us. And^iich/in tfiilfli, proved t6 be tKe case. 
Except the poor old diillauk^ whose Tibv^l stiil 
petforce yielded us shelter, not oiie of dio^ who 
had been our ^(;quainiances wbuld deign'^tb a^ 
knowledge'tis: or if they did, their corfneMi'^'bf 
regard Would have driven us off^ even before tfe^y 
turned their faciss frbm us. Some greeted iis with 
hiaii*sh upbraidings for our supposed impfudeiiccis ; 
and a few honestly declared that they dbiitd^ nbt 
risk encountering the wrath of a gloomy tyrant 
by any renewal of intercourse with his disgraced 
servant. 

Thus situated, what hope could I reasonably 
entertain of recovering the pioperty I had lent, 



^pymrvv-:^^. 191 

U]^n>vide4 as I w^ witl^ aijy jSM?kno^MgjDae^^ of 
the^diebt ? JITeJ i^^attempt iiy^. oi^*, only chance 
for obtdinmg the m^ans of supporting, existence, 
and what was still more in our thoughts, of search- 
ing for pur lost families : so to make the attempt 
I resolved. 

.^Although I foresaw greater difficulties in any 
operations within the city than were to be appre- 
hended; in my search at Futehabad^ I thought, 
coi^sidering the distance of that place and the 
urgency, of our affairs, that It was best to com- 
mence wjth the former- So soon, therefore, as I 
wiui able to wajik abroad, I presented myself at the 
outaugh* of the merchant to whom I had lent the 
largest sun^ of money. The man contented tiim- 
self with coldly denying all knowledge of the 
^tnm^ction or of my person : he warned me of 
t]|ie danger which impostors incurred; cautioned 
me against impugning his fair credit by ground- 
.less and defamatory reports; and finally, chal- 
lenged me to meet him, if I had a mind^ before the 
^va/^, with proofs and his acknowledgment of the 
debt^ without which latter document he protested 
ihat^he never entered into any transactions of such 
a d.^ription. 

. IVl^rtified^ but not discouraged, I applied to an- 
other'of my debtors, who assiuned a tone altogether 
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difierent. Beckoning me into an inner room, he 
^dressed me with the most impudent air imar 
ginable :— ^' You call yourself Ismael Khan of 
Karaboulagh/' said he; '^ and it may or may not 
be the case ; for^ although you are a sad4ookiiig 
vagabond, there is, I confess, something in your 
leatures which resembles the man you speak of. 
Neither do I deny that certain money transactions 
did take place between me and the khan ; but 
whatsoever may have been their nature, I certainly 
shall not dream of accounting for them with you. 
For either you are an impostor, and have no just 
claim to urge, or you are an outlawed man whose 
property has all been confiscated to the crown. 
When called upon by the shah, then, I shall know 
what reply to make. Get thee gone, therefore*^ 
be off; or I may find means to summon oertain 
fiiroshes from the palace, who will know better 
than I do how to deal with thee !" 

Confounded at the man's insolence and villany, 
I remained speechless for a moment.— ^^ Shame^ 
less scoimdrel !" at last I began; but reflecting 
that I had no power to enforce either threats or 
abuse ; and that, doubtless, I might fall into a 
scrape worse than the loss of my money, I stopped 
ahort in my abusive address. — " It is well,'* con- 
tinued I ; " my time, however, may come r— to-- 
day for you, to-morrow for me ; and then, trem- 
ble ! for your account will be severe." — *' Good," 
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implied he, grinning maliciously ; " and wh6n yoiir 
day does come, my account shall be ready/* I 
left the house, not trusting myself with another 
word, but muttering bitter curses upon the heart- 
less knave* 

I next called upon a grave personage, of good 
report as an honest dealer, and a well-disposed 
charitable man. To him I had intrusted several 
valuables for sale, as also no inconsiderable sum 
in money ; for all which I had received his writ- 
ten acknowledgment. My appearance must un- 
doubtedly have undergone a very considerable 
change, for Hadjee Abdool Kauder, such was the 
merchsmt's name, looked long and earnestly at me 
before he could satisfy himself of my identity : 
when he had done so, however, he did not refuse 
a few kind expressions of condolence on my mis- 
fortunes, and of his regret at being unable to 
afford any substantial relief to one whom he had 
certainly esteemed. As to the goods and money 
which he had received of me, for these, as he 
could prove, he had faithfully accounted to the 
holder of the acknowledgment which had been 
given by him upon the receipt. And, unlocking 
the iron-clasped trunk which lay before him, he 
drew forth from it a bundle of papers put up with 
true mercantile precision ; and after searching for 
a few moments, he handed me one, which I 
instantly recognised as the very receipt of Hadjee 

VOL, 111. I 
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Abdobl'Ki^i^eit; far 1;b^^go«6d^4i$i4ukti^^iK»k«d 
with my own haiid, tifiU witucl^ ' I 'had' teft wi^ 
other papers ia &iL€^taiA^dltnyf6km&^^ 

"And whence; ki Gdd^s ^iiAtfie,'<Df fhtt^efe ! 
had yoii this ?" inquired I earti^tly.^-*^^ 5ftf^," 
repUed he, "that 'you should swfelyj best fcfirtyw, 
for yon must know to whom ytm gave^it.?*- ft Wlis 
brought to me by a respectable^lobl^iii^^set^^mit^ 
who said he had been sent t6 r^o^«%^h^^xi<§i^y^ 
-and such goods as might' ^nM^H'^uni^dld.^'^ Of 
course I gave them 'u|); and loo)^!< ydtt'^lll^e 
here the name of the ladyw^o s^tlt^^df^^e 
calls herself your wifei^'^^^*Greai»^€rc>4^J^te4Pme 
see,^ said I ; and truly in <ya^ edh^4<>l^ad 'the 
dischai^ of Skireeri, tksf n^jk of Itm^tKhaf^i^o 
Hadjee Abdool Kattda* ; and ^if ^i^ \aiptesA6a of 
a small signet, which also bad been left ^^inii^ 
hands. Here was proof enough that- ^nr^eti had 
received /the deposit, I questioned the mef^ailt 
over and over again respecting theparticulafs* of 
the transaction ; but he had no further infonnatton 
to give, and I turned to depart, agitatdd* and 
excited, but on the whole more elated than reason 
might have warranted at this token of her exist- 
ence. The good hadjee was not ins^vsible to 
my emotion ; and guessing, no doubt, from my 
isippearance, that my circumstances were not too 
flourishing, he told me, that God had |m)spered 
his industry since we last had* met, and that if a 
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JWd^^limi v(rf , popiey w<tul4 tbe/Kji ^lerirtae . tp me, 
*)^r Tf^Uliii vrilliipgly*' pli^ce tU (Et my .^^pofi^ ; 
althQ9gi|iy.imd6raU cijrcumBAfmces, I umst see that 
^: =1l§4ld^ be lie^ter for both that we should not 
ofysi meet V ! Spftt^ of this cautious qualij&cation, I 
jWM:i¥>^' insei^eibl^ tp a kindness, which was the 
jl^B^ pr^cip^^ because so rare ; but I could not, 
i|Eg:yefc.at|^9st> briog myself to accept of charity 
fy^ .fj^yi mm ; and thus we parted. 
.} It^noW'i^iQ^gmed for me to attempt recovering 
. di€(-|iio|iey bujried in my former dwelling ; an en- 
^erpffi^^^b^ ^^ puzzled us to set about in any 
.pfCHoistDg way. Standing as I did beyond the 
pfotoctioD <^ the law, I had nothing to trust to in 
stiy. dealings, with men- except such natural sense 
of hoDQVur aIld»i^teg^ty as those individuals might 
pfsa^si^ with whom it was my fate to be con- 
nected in business; and, alas!. I had already 
f6miA this to be a slender reed to lean upon. My 
house belonged to AUee Mouraud Thajir, who, 
as landlord, might insist upon the privilege of 
searching within his own premises for any legiti- 
mate purpose : but I was too well acquainted 
with his grasping character to risk a discovery to 
fkim; for not one tomaun would he ever have 
given up>, find the smallest hint of buried treasure 
woi|ld never have been lost sight of by him until 
he should have ferreted out the deposit. 

Of the present tenant I knew nothing ; but to 
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throw myself upon the hoijour of a stranger ap- 
peared altogether too wildly haz^ardous. ^^ An ap-; 
plication to the cauzee, who, possessed the .power 
of insisting upon a ^parch, was another e^p^djei^t 
vl^ich suggested itself; but how oftei^ ai;e such 
officeirs mercenary or grasping : and in ^ase of his 
seeing fit to seize the, whole sunpi, in the king^^ 
name, and applying it afterwards toliii own be- 
hoof, how was I to prevent it ? and, in smm a case, 
what the better should I be of the Aeaxph ? .Yet, 
upon consiQering^ every thing,--thp hopelessness^ 
in other quarters, the necessity of makins, some 
attempt, and rjyining some , nsk,— and ,when I 
called to mind the stricmess of Nadir in alt mat- 
ters relating to pptjrts of justice, and the^^eri^us 
and notorious danger of pffpn^ihg in such poii^j^s, 
it appeared fo me,, that confiding to the, integrity 
of a public officer was, on the whole a safer course 
to pursue than putting so senpus a trust in any 
pnvate individual of whose character 1 was utterly 
igno|:^nt : and therefpre I made up my mijid to 
seek the cauzee's assistance in the matter. , , 
The cauzee, a dark square-built man, with an 
aspect and demeanour well suited to the, terrors 
of his office, received me with moody solemnity. 
I took the precaution of Bxacting an oath' from 

hmif . PY which he bound hunself to let ma depar ; 

T'l; •'■ h Ti iij .o.f If . / To :');io 7fT.fi vfonT^ : » 
unmolested frpm his presence, in <!!iase,he snoulc 
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gleam of wistful impati 
ot the -buried treasure. — '^ Be at rest,'* said he, 
controlling his satisfaction with difficulty, " I 
will attend to the matter : do you leave with me 
Ae marts and bearings of the spot where this 
tnbhey is aej[)08ited; — six hundred tomauns in gold, 
yoii say V^ — '^^ Only five hundred, may it please 
you/' — ^^ Weil, five hundred : let me know the 
spot, and We shall soon release them. Yes, yes : — 
come hither again the day after to-morrow, and 
you siall Tiear a^l about it." — " Pardon me, cau- 
zee, t go with you, or you have nothing to do 
with the business." — *' How, fellow ! — you go?" 
-^" Yes, caiizee." — "What! you go into the 
man's uhderoon — ^his harem ? What an extrava- 
gance ! — No, no ; — that would never answer : — you 
must tirust to me, the proper officer ; — justice will 
see you righted." — " Pardon me, cauzee, it 
must be as I say, or not at all." — " StakfuruUah } 
I tell you it cannot be ! — What ! a man like you> 
— an outlaw, interfere with justice ? — ^Take care, 
you had best, and attend to my orders." — " May 
God protect you, then, cauzee ! — if this is your 
way, the money shall lie quiet enough I warrant 
k: — I defy any one of you to find it." — " Hah ! 
dare you brave me ? — ^Without, there ! the fu- 
tosbesJ — ^be alert ! — seize this fellow !" 
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off the^iri& 'wiiti eiitferea fo'sefte fii^V'*' litol^ 

ofel iisteei'ri^rffet a i^m^krpti^k/m»fr^ 

or'ydii wbpid not hfive d^rfed ta-us^ tdtiUxA /^aiitt 

th'^ day My yfet cbine when the shah-^iB'-ttf 

iti^iiiK^r' *is old and feithfol serr^iit. Tile Sttt 

inky b^ hid for a sekson, but the stotin blcnlrs hfi^} 

and his tate shinies out ^s light^ as'isfvigi^r-^btrt k* 

that pass. I am an old soldiefr^ atid liibW ^hall 

|>4ih aiid'suffeilhgs Kte J^nffict on tide'to^iniich as 

you d^re, but ndt ok^ w6rd do yifiii grf frbm % 

lips, nor 6itie- tomauh for yoii^'fitirseV^' Otf^ithe' 

other ftandl', db' yOXir diAf ' feirty y asmiit' me m rti^ 

covering Whatis'myowS, and iiellh^ JrbtirYfouliU 

nor yout civility flialt^gd^ykib^^ '''-" ^ 

The C^ioLee paiiBed^pbba^lfea fi'fittl^ V sigiied 

to the men who Tidd beeb si&hdirig aiSAfe low4f 

end of the haft toV^tifiii add sooh ritified wfth 

me It compact, by 'which, ^afteJr'a certain ijJei^^ 

transfer froik the propertlyto bfe recovcJried, I'tWa 

to receive the iremisdnder. *' And, furthef^,** teid 

he, "as prompt measures tare' best in sitch dasiift^, 

remain a few minutes until 1 despal^h some pi^is- 

ing I?usin6s8, andf I wiB attetid yoil with^Wie^nec^ilj^ 
feary party/' -'->'' ' -•'^- ^- r.'v>it:;/i.'r. t^ .i- 

In fact the worthy ihagiittate^aid 'libr l^t^ftie 
^sfcg*owtti&idfer^ Me pTt)*fie<^d-4^feir 

of^niy udfdrtuiiate^^^py4if se^m^ ^e^i^^f^ 
the c<mr^ o^ti^-'tl^Te&s-f htyw lOte iou^bett 
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causes ,wjBr^ '?olve4 f^sit were .by magic ! — ^pUun* 
tiffs, . 4^feiHiaAts, yritn^es, appear^, w^re q^es- 
tio;Eie4>:. and 4ianu^ed^ with a speed and alacrity 
which astonished th^nselves as well as the whole 
attending uudienoe. Nor did a trifling mumur 
from tb^ parties, by any meaus discompose ^ly 
fiieod -t^ cauzee ; the furosh's stick was the 
quieto^iinstaptly. and effectively administered^i and 
ev^ry mputiii was shut 

.^At^cng^jh. the, court was declared to be clpsed. 
Tim rf^uz^e ro^e hastily, indued his cloak and 
siipp^]^ and. calling for a secretary and half a 
dozeiTi QJ^j^VQshes to att^d him, he sallied forth 
wit^ H^ to the house of my once happy family. 
I will not dwe^lupon ihp emotion which the sight 
<>f.tl^Jwe^lkmQwn s^partiipents excited in my soul. 
Tb^, ,pwaiie]Pi i^. some uneasiness at the cauzee's 
YJ«^ rP^fui^ . fori^ tp meet him; but dared not 
q]^ect,t9 the search, and he retired to place his 
taxf^ljf Oftt pf our sight. The cauzee seemed 
i^;f9^ne4 to forbid his accompanying us ; but 
aj^iopfc. J^ ,bave all possible checks upon that 
oSc^'^ ^y^PQients, I insisted on his being present ; 
ajp4.t^Jpdg^^;ii^9.ble to urge a^y tolerable reason 
in prohibition, ceased to object. 

>iiWsl8ftft!^ iireached.the inner court, and, having 
i|Sk4^^^,f^£{e g!^ ^oma particular spot; and 

wwdrfJ ^fW^ it^)t9,b^i.^^v Wd th^ 
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toT>6 dug. this was ittifnedijiitely'done • and no 
soohl^f tad thy irtotie been tdmbvied tt'aii evident 
tmcecl aippeai^ of the gi^ound having been lateW 
disturbed;' for the eatth was loose. ^^ The pot 
lies dee jjier/' said t, somewhat alarmed at thi» 
appearance ; ** dig at least two feet below the 
pavement." They did sa, and the instrument 
soon strack upon a substance which emitted a 
metallic sound. The cauzee's eyes gUstened, and 
my ovm heart beat lighter. Another stroke or 
two, and a brass pot was iincotered. " Hand it 
liither," said the cauzee. " It is very light/* said 
the fiirosh, taking it up ; — " as light as a 
feathei*," repeated he, chucking the vessel up in 
the air, and catching it, '^ may the devil seize any 
gold that's here !" The cauzee's face grew blank ; 
and I felt a sad sinking of the heart as this last 
hope passed from me. " Dig further— dig about ; 
the money may have fallen out;" and they did so; 
but no money was there. The ground around it 
wad hard, and unstirred as it had been before I 
touched any part of it. *^ Punah-be-khodah !" 
cried the cauzee, " here is some confounded 
roguery. Be sir-e-shumah ! by your head, oh, 
Hadjee Shamal [".continued he, addressing the 

r 

tenant of the house, " say, what is the meaning of 
this ? Have you ' been eating dirt ? — ^have you 
turned thief? Say, oh, kumbuclit ! (wretch) how 
is thig ?": — *' Kumbucht ! qn thy beard, oh, cauzee ! 
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• • - 

why dost tbou. ab^se, me thus ? . It is thou that 
eat;est filth, and that. iii{ np pjdjnary. quantity : 
when you jpin thief yfith .the name pf Hadjee 
Shamal. By the head of the. Proph^, and the holy 
Kaaba, which I have kissed! I know no noiore of 
this gold of the devil, which you are pleased to 
demand at my hands, than you do of your busi- 
ness;, and that's little enough, Heaven knows !" 
, sputtered the hadjee in a fury at the cauzee's 

atbacK.* 

• ^- •■• ■ •/ ■ . 

." lA-illah-il-uUaii !" exclaimed the judge, 
/' have ye heard him ? — and is it me, thou lesd 
than man ! thou ill-conditioned, foul-mouthed 
hadjee, whom thou darest to accuse of ignorance 
of my duty ? Barekillah ! but have a care ; the 
cauzee and th^ fellick have some connection 
.together," Sec. 8cc. And they continued to abuse 
<^ne another for some time unintermittingly, and 
both speaking at once, until, ashamed I suppose of 
th^ir unseemly violeij^e, and recollecting that it 
could lead to no result, they came to a compro- 
misfe^ and the hadjee swore upon the koran that 
he neither knew nor ever had known of, nor touched 
the gold or pot in question. 

*' He saveth the truth, O cauzee!" observed I, 

.holding up a. small ^roll which had dropped from 

out of the brazen vessel: — "had this pfian been 

th& thief, what need. had, he to mopk us with this ? 

And yet who can hi^ye doqe it ?" . ^d I read, as 
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fblloieB :r^^ Life^ismt^tlumiy pa^:-^ortu8e will 
fix)^ p^Hriohes^de jomf^ ! firieddebip: aioae ^m- 
mametU^ IUdql tdieigold lihat ia pure, mnofaadDged, 
oa dieiunace ^ akkersity e-rseek then, .O.&iend, 
thy sohcd ill the iiodonii Df friendship !'' .; <. ■ 

^' Mockery, indeed i^^may tbeir fathers biurli 
thai^fpaiaed theijesiti'' exclaimed the cauzee; hei 
1T6 must exaiaine okl Allee Moumud Tliajir/4he^ 
owner of this dweDing.' ■•»— *^ It wiU be to-no p^ftpose, 
I fear/'-UBjdied I with a sigh, for strwuge indefinite 
^rms/were ndw darting iihraugh my bc^m; And 
so indeed it proved ; not a prbbf^ aot a rea«OQ$bb}e 
ground o£ suspicion co»ld be adduced agaiast; the 
old thajir^ the very look of greedy disappoijEit- 
m^it witii which he hetud of. the treasure wb^eh 
had, as might be said,, been witliin- his ^lutcbc^) 
although he knew it not> was suffieient' to dear 
him from all doubt : ^ven the cajUseia saw this, 
and found himself forced, yeryunwiltingly^ to give 
the matter up, «nd submit to.his dis^pointment. 

But what was his disappointment to mine? 
Desponding — almost deprived of hope, I returned 
to our wretched home, which, miserable as it was, 
we might soon be deprived of, and communiicated 
to Noor Mahcxned the fruitless result of n^y in* 
quiries. Poor fellow ! bitteriy.. was he sufiering 
under :the pangs g§ dfeferrc)^. hope :■ nor could I> 
depressed aa I was, afferdjhimiai^y ^ellrgrdustded 
eonsolaticm. I rdrainad - bowevfer bpm aggm* 
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vating hk disteesa jby <conimmiicatiii^ any paort of 
tiie boiprible doubts whichiwere b^gimihig t6 sprang 
np jia>taf mind ; and which^ altkough I diu*ed not 
io*^ admit diem -even to Hxysdlf in anj iangible 
shape, nor boldly to w^b tbeir probability^ stiH 
failed -not to insinuate their serpent-like yeoGta into 
my souli and create the most agomsing pain :*^ 
^^Wlii^ 'urged tbese demons of suspicion—** who 
was.tbere that had any knowledge of thy secret 
tmajluvcs, ^except thy wife-^ihy dear Shireen-^ 
th^ adored of thy youth — ^thy earliest love — ^thy 
laiig4ostand joyfully recovered Shireen? who 
eouldt possibly havfe removed them except by her 
ecuficnli'atid instructions ? and to whom, consist- 
eitly with honour, or with duty, could she l^ve 
famish^ these instructions, or given that con- 
sent ? Remember too the acknowledgment re- 
tanfed tx) Hadjee Abdool Kauder, with her hand 
and seal r these were no foi^eries — ^no deceit — ^no 
mistdte could be there : — ^and what can all this 
mean?'' I shut my eyes, and dashed my closed 
hands agdinst my head with bitter violence, as if 
to shut out and drive away the frightful conclusion 
to'whkh'tbese inexpUcable facts and this involun- 
tary t^asoniftg' were fast reducing me. 

Ha|»pily' the safme view of the subject never 
a|>peiffed to have suggested itself to Noor Ma- 
hc^edi "Broken a8> the was ki health, he had 
enoogh to brood upon without this last evil ; — ^tfae 
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"((rife-pf jhi& -loYB^ and: ilia Utfl^i (»ie . enatofaed frofif 
hiaai' fer/eirerin^erifibed/ -petliapB -by ? btnital .yid*' 
leoee ^ or af still^existultgyr. fxindaog! m irremedial^lef 
Bii6^ry^^^0Bt to him and to herself 2 his friendtand 
brother latHi^iting^ «: ilike fbereayement, andpoverty 
aad inieery of icrvery sort pressii^ fast irpon iboth. *^ 
.-^if^ Wc= must turn calunders at last? in^good 
eam^sty and assume the dervish's: cloak and 
koolah/^said I with a forced sn»le> as we ialkett 
over' ourforiom condition insufficiently despondis^ 
tgrnjs.-^*' Ah ! you, my dear Ismael^ inay strivetcr 
lengthen out your existence ; and God grai^ that 
happier days may yet dawn for you ! but with.jBe 
it is over : — ^my journey ends beie :»t^H)ut of tMuslied 
never shall I go. My spirits are-aU .gone^ and my 
heart is broken^ I think,-^-! doubt if «ven the sight 
other could now revive me l^'-^-*** Pshah !— -how yow 
talk, man !" ^aid I, forcing • a laugh, while .my 
heart sunk at the gloomy solemnity of his tone >*r 
"what q; pitiful strain is this for a daahii^ young 
fellow like you to use ! — why, y6u are fit to beat 
me at jereed-bazee yet.-^I vrish we had but good 
horses, and a fairmaidaun to try upon,"^ — "No 
more tnaidauns for me,^' said he, shaking his head, 
vnth a melancholy smile, which went like a dagger 
to my heart y tmd yet there was a fiednt sparkle in 
his hollow eye at the thought of a maidaun and 
a go6d horsey which oommimioated a ray of that 
hope wMoh'I was eager enovgh to cherish. 
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• ** By the way,"r9aid''I,'t(>'ohsuige the most pain-* 
fuLpaitof the subject, **i^ have <)ne arrow in omt 
q^iive^ yet} and that not the worst ?-who can say 
but it may prov^ the ohe -to hit the mai-k? We 
ha»ve still my deposit at Futehabad, and it must 
be looked after without delay ; and God avert that 
any officious friend may have taken that alsb into 
his protection ! It is you doubtless^ my dear Noor 
Mahomed^ whom the taunting thief points at as 
the friend oiv whom I am to lean ; and in that at 
le^st^ he spoke' no untruth." Another faint smile 
replied to .the last part of my remark. To the first 
be answered^ ** No, Ismael, I will not cramp your 
tff<Pti»'hf my inability: I could not reach Futeh- 
abad in nqr present condition. Go you alone 5 
tke eftterprise requires activity. I will remain 
here, keeping view of our principal object. If I 
live, you will find me here on your return: — ^if 
not, — " — ** Nay, my dear friend, do not speak 
thus : I scarcely can tell you why, but my hopes 
are high, Noor Mahomed, and I have great faith 
in such presentiments: they did not deceive me 
when we first arrived here; nor will they, trust 
me, now; so keep up your spirits and your 
health. ^ la eight days, unless something happens 
more: untoward than I look for^ we shall meet 
again;'^ 

' But in ordefr to perform my journey with any 
tolerable speed, it was indispensable for me to be 
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mounted : this was not to be done without money ; 
BXkd in order to obtain that necessary article^ 
there was no other means than to swallow my 
pride^ and address myself to Hadjee Abdool 
Kauder, the merchant^ who alone of all my ac- 
quaintance had deigned to acknowledge me^ 
and not only to express himself touched with my 
misfortunes^ but disposed to relieve them. To 
him then I told all that happened, and explained 
my remaining hope, with the difficulty which I 
felt in proceeding to my former government with- 
out either horse or money, f ' 

Th& hadjee was a man of fe# wordi^, and <br 
traded his counsel on no one «Enasked.i '■ he Ustmed 
attentively to my account of thb isearch for my 
money, and approved of my immediately pro* 
ceeding to Karaboulagfa. ^'As fer the means^-- 
continued he, ^' they shall not be wanting: I have 
a yaboo as stout as any in Khorasan,' which shall 
cany you thither in three days' riding ; and you 
shall not lack wiiat will subast you bo&« But 
you had better put on some disguise ; although 
your altered countenance and attire < may als^ost 
answer the purpose. Enter the villk^e a£ber dusk, 
or, if possible, avmd it altogether,' and- makje your 
search at night and alone. In > one hour the horse 
shall be rieady :^f you find y6ur money you shall 
^y me for him' i if not, he todth^ m^ney I give yqu 
orcf yours;' So, bbknillah:! liii^ luck ga with you !'' 



bravery or merit besloW^d'in the face 6f tlie asserfi"^ 
bled host by a generous a(nd graciou^' fehitef— th^ 
kmgand toilsome marches-^the brilliant cohqnfests 
—the glory and the riches which crowrifed a long 
succession of heroic achievements, in all of which 
the now ruined Isinael hd.d lai^ely shared : — ^these, 
and a daz^^Iing train of such i*etrospections, flitted 
Kke shooting stars athwart my brain, in flittering 
but melaticholy contrast to the dreary present ! 

And was it ihen possible ? h^d all these glorious 
reahties ill truth faded-*-^raelted into nothing, like 
th^ vapo^iin^ of the desert that mock the thirsty 
trfiveller? was tfiy occupation and btisiness in life 
thin quite gone, tvhile yet my hair was d'ark ahd 
my cheek tinflirrowed by time ?' and could all that 
hbet of friehdsi living as well as' dead, be lost to 
.me for ever? Alas ? how many Were itideed 
thus passed aiVay; arid of those who retnained, 
how 'many countenances were dark towards the 
fallen Ismael f how few even dared to acknowledge 
him ! But were all in truth thus ? was tliet^ not 
one frietid who would stand forth to shelter his 
demoted bead, and cheer his withered heart? 
Yes ! Aboo Talib ; the good, the true, the stead*- 
fastly affectionate 'Abo6 Talib !—^how could I have 
so long fdrgotieti him ? Yes, if he liv^s — if he 
btit knew hife fKehd'i ditefre^s, hoWquickfy would 
he 'fly i(> Aid him ; for Jtteertia 'Abob Tatlib^s is not 
the heart to quail before the power bf ti tyraht, or 
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desert life were ,onjCp,i?[ipi:;Q^.ff^li before me ; the 

peaceful,days of piy!C^ildh<9q4? ^^^ tJiejBvjld tu- 
multupu^ de%ht of my firat explp^ts.. Theiniage 
of Selim ^o&e, th^ aobk, the kmd, thetrue ;— *-the 
brother of my earnest affections | But the springs 
of pent up tenderness gushed forth from my eyqs 
as the fairy form of the little Shireen pas^^d before 
my thpughts, and I rapidly retraced the whole 
tenour.of our intercourse, U»W we parte4-fpr ih^ 
last time^ And then would the indefatjigab}e. re- 
m^mb^^wqer conjure up the ,painft|l scenes )Wllich 
snatched mC; from my Tporkpmj^n life, ^^d tjir^^ 
me on th^ ^yorld. Th?.yo^)thful joy, the jtrg^n?'- 
port, the amazement whicl^; di^tn^c^d jppi.e.as.t}ie 
wonders of that world buyst ij> supq^ssjon upon 
my senses: then the true and, noble fri?|id,s wbp 
took the young enthu^ja^jt by the hand, aj;id placed 
him in the path of glory, J^he gallant. Ibrahim-^- 
ay, and his sterner brother, thien sp indulgent ;t-- 
the worthy Caleb Allee Beg; — the kiiiid and fait}*^ 
ful Yar Mahomed; — my own attached old Cossim i 
—these and many others, the early and the latter 
friend^ of the now forlorn Ismael, all passed before 
the mental eye like ghosts of the, departed, tear- 
ing open the wounds of my h^art until it seemed 
rent in twaim Then too came th|^ brilliant spec- 
tacles and pageants of my;lifer-tbe g^Uaijit |ie|fj$ 
-T-)th^ ma^d^iwng/ hour^ pf battle , j^fpf triumpb ! 
— tl^into^ci^^tji^ypiq^of p^l^A^ qf 
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bravery or merit bestowed in the face of the asserfi- 
bled h6Bt by a generous and .gracious chief— th^ 
kmgand toilsome marches — ^the brilliant conquests 
— the glory and the riches which crowned a long 
succession of heroic achievements, in all of which 
the now ruined Ismael had lai^ely shared : — ^these, 
and a daz^^ling train of such retrospections, flitted 
Kke shooting stars athwart my brain, in glittering 
but melancholy contrast to the dreary present ! 
And wasitihen possible ? had all these glorious 

I 

reaUties ifa truth faded — melted into nothing, like 
thtef iHBLp6fi!ifrs of the desert that mock the thirsty 
traveller ? was my occupation and btisiness in life 
thto quite gone, while yet my hair was dark ahd 
ihy cheek tmfurrowed by time ? and could all that 
hbst of friehdSj living as wiell as dead, be lost to 
.md for ever ? Alas ? how many were indeed 
thus passed away; arid of those who remained, 
. how many countenances were dark towards the 
fallen Ismael I how few even dared to acknowledge 
hini ! But were all in truth thus ? was there not 
one friend who would stand forth to shelter his 
devoted head, and cheer his withered heart? 
Yes ! Aboo Talib ; the good, the true, the stead*- 
fastly affectionate Abo6 Talib ! — how could I have 
so^long forgotten him? Yes, if he lives — if he 
btit kn^W his friend's distress, how quickly would 
hfe 'fly to' Aid him ; for Meeriia Aboo Talib's is not 
the heart to quail before the power of a tyraiit, or 
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to ^lBl)tndQBi.^l»^ fHmift be^fmsar that power, bath . 
fitrick^it^ihimLt ^Bttt wbj Qh^uld it he i$o ijiffi^utt 
tOvHtJi$ca¥eit th^ rt»id€»€e ^of my irieiidi i > jQ(ught><i<^i 
tkUDgs oft Um beliaid eten in Mushed^t, Tbe.^e3?< 
citement occasioned by this idea was sO'^beat^thUt, 
thethou^t of at once turning back to pf 0^9 ^an 
inquiry so important: occurred to me;'«b^ thje fer. 
collection of the still nearer and mi^ie intefestiiig 
object with which my pcedent era^oid >was c<lt^ 
iM^tdd reBtrcuned me^and I revolved :'^)Q9p$i(^ 
ibrming it^. b^ .the^^eqit what it^ iB(K>u]|Ki> be^i^ 
returning. Yet the belief ^a^^Aboo TaUb ^^ 
livedi and that im him.Itjpopdessed ^fV;rfrii^:i(u||> 
whcHn I could repose isa: perfect ie<^3^$|]|^^ 
indicated an exhilaration! .•and'coiafoillto^ 9^. 
s^piiit^.to which; for njcany ^a 4ayi.l i^ bQeD^4>' 
stiwg^r.. Jfor was it until lo^, itll^xwiur^s |t)^^ 
Iten^ember^ that AbocK Xs^^ laictwdly J|§^^^ 
ti«ust for, sne a sum of^n^c^y^ efficient to su{^jr 

^oor jyiillH^oaQd and myself ^tb^ll>comfQrts>:Qll4 
en^l^ OS to prosecute our search and inquh^es 
with^f^ ei&pt. ' 

. l^oug^t^^i similar to those, described, butsomi^l- 
what more cheerful in their comflexicm, W9^\nxy 
sole companions during the r^s^^dei^ of tins jfHif- 
ney« .Towa^s the,aft0jrj2O(iH|v^ 4jm ^^ipdt day^ 
Mleftdesa^ii^ ^erp^M^jofifKpthfdHGhkbohaiotor 
fereen^ ai^d<ipasfiiiigil^tov^<lB4d:]d^ soluUy 
^pifesfmt(4x>^i«9= it^niemtvaiMe a#iithi»r<0oene'trf^ my 



ADVETNTURBR. 211 

a^tti^^^^fD^rkoMfeLn^, iWadhi^ the distri^tidf 
my^at^^odicubttiid/ amd^ hot tomg-tdteit)^ Entered the 
8h«^ 6rusUwdod that *(lkirted and ^idtiftned^tbe 
yilldge ^ndtivation. 

Hating secured my horse in a retired thi^^ket^ 
and af^H^d to all his wantd, I lay down to take^ 
iflpQiissiU^^ a few hours' repose^ in order to fit my** 
self for 'the eSKertions that might yet be requireril« 
Tfcei eH^dte^miait of my mind^ however^ long k«pC 
sto^ltw^yy in spitef of fiitigue; and when it did 
lA^t itf^^ tt was rather in the ^hape of a fererish 
detiiitdA than of refi^shing j^lumber^ aiid bringing 
di^fiins and' Iri^icmd more like those which haunt 
tb* c(fuo!h of the sick or the guilty than the 
healthy ^^d innocent. Again Iwas a prisoner 
* aiti^bg th^ AfFgha)ms> aikl savage shapes applied 
Ate^i^i^m'Or threafCened the cord ; again did the 
sIbtiii'ToiGe 'of Nadir thunder in'taiy ear the words 
itrhick se^t' me from his presence a friendless out^ 
casl^ ion- ^h^ earth; and the same fiendish shapes 
were once more mangling my unhappy brotfr^^r. 
Then I was digging in the earth which teedied 
with pots of treasure ; but as fast as I touched them 
ttoey were whirled away, or began to reel about in 
a/e<mfEision that maddened tne ; and fiends yelled, 
atid wild -shapes, tall bearing a fantastic reseiii'- 
blknce -to those I had-AHlce kn^t^m, shattered and 
mowed around^ xxx(^ it^^lM^ » Jiettish • hubbub ; 
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and Aefiehfe fled'; atid the' seeficidHathgfe'd to a 
well mmembew^d 6pkD*-^it was this swetet <5hush- 
mtth Jemafllee, afe in the (feysvof my boyhifody and 
I vtblB running towards the vision who hid c^kiised 
^he chan^> ♦when my exertion awoke me. 
, The day wa& alrfe€^dy gone, and the shades tind 
dews of evening were fast falling. I gazed' ar<mnd 
me in astoteishmelit, for the visions of tfyldteafei 
had banished all recollection of inyr^rsituatioit; 
hor was that astonishment dimihifehetf'lirheii mjr 
eyes, as they wandered at^tlnd in 'Slow ireco^ttfefe 
of the truth, fell tipon the fig^iriel of a fetfidk, Wtib, 
covered with her veil, was Iseated titidet'4 btfeli. 
Opposite to, and Watcliing^meihtMitly. ^'Stili tax- 
able completely to disfefitethgfe th^ cbiifUrfoii b'e^ 
^ween my sleeping and my waking tHougfits, and 
doubtful whether this tfiight bot indeed be one 'df 
the obscure foraas' which had haunted my dreamB, 
I half started up ; upon which the figure rushing 
forward firil at my feet, and clasping my knees, 
broke out passionately, ** My master ! my dear 
master i" and continued to utter* a thousand ex- 
clamations exipressive tf the most fervent joy. 
I Utterly at a loss to comprehend what all this 
might mean, add divided between the confusion 
of my still wandering thoughts and an obscure 
suspicion of treachery, I strove to rise, in which 
I so far succeeded as to get .upon my feet;, but 



CQiaJji. wjVsbaU^ off th^ fipimftlQ,. wi^a^ung to. my 
lyiei^si wi^ almo&t <jouxulsiv€\ foiQfii fltill weeping 
ai^, ^€^ainc\ing in a .voice interrupted by: sobs. 
,,*{J^Jtb^ name o£ God!" aaid I at la$t, ** who 
a»i;^j;p.u, (^pui what does all this mean?'- — " Oh ! 
do you not know me th^n?" exclaimed she in 
tffl}^; ",y^t how should you recognise. me thus, 
af]Lf^^s^(4v.aplace.?— and: you too are changed, 
njj^4w^ W^^^>"^^^j I should never have known 
yoff^^-;^r^fT^}it,fin^iht xw»e pf the hqlyProphet! I 
a^^»?fgaipL-7t-say,..whQ,ai?^ you ? Your voice is 
f^fftr.^— >¥* tbis.fwliPg ligbtr-and that veil—" 
",J^^ i^jFpi^ot/Vetiarned sh^e, tearing off. her veil ; 
"('pH^t V®Wi'4q lyPVi know this voice; and well 
m^^ljfpu r^^^nise these features, if grief and 
mja^ry^^fjt^t sorely changed them! — Know you 
n^^tj ^itpii;^ I tf\ie Sitaffa? of your own Shireen ! — the 
li^^e,3|fiYj^ youi gave hei, wbept — oh, how hap|)y 
we^. we^he^n T' and again she burst into a pa8>«' 
sip^p^tf. fit tpf. sobs and: tears; and t^en I did 
reoa^efp^ef . her ; and, oh ! what a revulsion did the 
reQgl^ec);ipn create in my b^art ! " Sitara ! my 
pp9r ^\ I" I almost shrieked, as I clasped the 
slave ii;^ piy ?rm3, "and where — where is your 
mis^f^.?''^!^ terpoi; for, the answer she might 
S^Tfii ifiVJ'^ fr^W ^^. ^^ power of further words. . 

HM^Ml wj^ere An4!WJ. i^ /*t^ .• " 'Echoed the slave, 
" /fC^y^jBpq^iunb^ppy n^tfesai ! . Alaa I that is hidden 
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frctn Sitttra': she hoped tkat my >lonl>mi^ JlM^ 
knowfiiitf far sinee ttmi tenable jdapl have jiist^ 
seen her ; no^ nor your lordship's ndbieosister^ "Stt 
deat and excellent* Hoosscinee/**-^' Bttttl^at 
terrible day^Sitara? Explain; what doyom spetk 
of?'*—" Oh) isir ! that fearful day^ whta <wlr 
house was plundered by the prince's oiders^ -when 
every human beii^ in it was carried oS, <Qr twaied 
naked ^it of doors, as if it bad been^iaa cjin^^jTrS 
i411age they were chappowing.* Ay> and we wftte 
not the only ones that suffered*'- — ^' Aod^wb^ve 
was all this? Tell me ; for aa yet ftcarcerai&Gt 
beyond their loss have I beenable toeate^ish; 
although) God knows^ ever since my^ return, both 
day and night have my whole life, been spent in 
thinking, speaking, and seeking for uitelligtoee*" 
— " Oh ! I will tell you all I know, tuid ^yet'itxis 
but little. Peacefully and •calmly did We lip^, sir, 
from the- time when yourself, and my lord, your 
brother-in-law, lefb us, for more thanr two yean) ; 
and excepting the families of some of those officers 
diid khans who were your friends, my lord, not a 
soul did we see ; for the khanum, dear lady, is, 
as you well know, sir, a gentle and retired person^ 
of pensive disposition, and little did she cane for 
besides her children and her sister-in*law, wbofi^e 
lively spirits sometimes made her smile,, and 
dieered her. And they would talk <)f you, my 

* Plundering; 'sackings 



losd, ladi of your, brother ;; aM sometimes^, when 
tidings oame ficom the army; it rejoiced them, to 
bear «<^ your high faaote. . ^ 
'■ < i^ It' was principally for the sake of sudb inteUi- 
g^tiee that my lady cared to receiye the visits of 
tiie khanums I have spoken' of; for they some- 
times had accounts when she had none : at others 
it'wasi our good fortune^ and they came in turn to 
heiff of tiieir hi^bands from us ; and, oh ! what 
Idng con^Bibulations they would have together, 
f^bitethiet slave-girls sat and worked around them, 
Ufiftfenfaig^ as attentively as their mistresses to all 
tlMirgvand accounts of battles, and of. plunder, 
(Uldiriohes^ gained by the king and all his lords ! 
•^^^-Alas-! we hoped that this would bring you all 
sooa back to us again, and we heartily rejoiced in 
tiie silooess of the shah. 

*«^^' And diiriiig this time, my lord, your son, the 
dear little Ibrahim, had grown so tall and bold, 
and your daughter so fair and lovely, that she 
was like a child of the fairies ; and the little boy, 
who was not bom when you left us, sir, was such 
ft channing infant; and your sister's children 
too-r-your little nephews, both equally deUghtful. 
-»-Oh ! what infants ! — ^wbat children ! — how sweet 
it* was to see them all playing together, Uke a 
group of the fairest flowers in our little garden ! 
and their dear mothers watching them with such 
eyes !— only that those of my own dear mistress 
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would often fill with tears as she \^eni or«r 4itr 
little Aboo Talib.-'^-Oh ! where— where are they 
all now ? — Oh God ! oh God ! shall I ne^wt a«e 
their lovely faces more ?'''-^For some minutes l3ie 
agony of the poor creature rendered her incapable 
of proceeding ; nor could I, indeed , hare urged 
her ; for a feeling of suffocation in my own throat 
prevented me as effectually from speaking for the 
time. 

** Well, sir," continued she at last, " it was 
thus we lived, peaceably, and, but for anxiety, not 
unhappily. We felt not, although we heard of the 
tyrannical conduct of Reza Koolee Meerza, wHo, 
sometimes residing at Ispahan, sometimes in Cas* 
veen, and at others in Mushed, seemed to think of 
nothing else than plundering the merchants and 
ryots of the little money which his father's 
exactions had left them. The cry, though we 
heard it not, was great in the land ; for the 
methods he had recourse to for raising the money, 
he required were cruel and grievous to be borne. 
Among others, he had agents, it was said, in the 
royal camp, who gave notice whenever any person 
of consequence, known to have property at home, 
fell under die royal displeasure, by the same 
couriers who were charged with the shah's dis- 
patches. Thus, whatever might be the ultimate 
intentions of his majesty, the prince took instant 
steps for confiscating the property of such persons. 
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2JifiiSumiifie1mg tlMlir ntm^ nay, wb^re any b^ms- 
pifioa wm tfitertamed of money being ' coi^^led^ 
and', th^i .was not seldom^ their fisimllied were 
seiat^Ap ind made the ine^ns of extorting it by 
wa$f50£ iMWow. ' Inotiier cases^ the women and 
cWMimn were earned off to the prince's own ha- 
rei% or£[» the nde of his honsehoid^ or given up 
tO'Us 4^eerarr-^, often^ as has been said^ to the 
meanest of his grooms; while the males^ naked 
and'tnittmed^ were turned adrift to petish as 
th^mighl. 

'f^My kwd, thus did it fere with your own 
linffiTtanate. family.- Faithfully was the news of 
your disgraoe conveyed to the prince, and in- 
dtantl^ was .^ officer with a party of nassakchees 
dnd ftgmliefl despatched to plunder the house, 
s&nd seae upon yout femily. So sudden was the 
stroke, that not the reniotest fear of any thing 
itmifls had been entertained by one of its mem- 
bers :. fiw my own part, I was absent, having been 
^ent by my mistress on a messi^e to certain of 
her female friends, in order to learn whether any 
arrivals had in reality taken place from the army. 
By the time I returned every thing was in confu* 
mon ; a crdwd had assembled at the door, so great, 
that I scarcely could force my way in ; and when 
I had done so, not a soul was ta be seen exeept 
the fittoibes and officers, bearing off the pax^kages 
of furniture which they had collected together: 
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and the dust which arose from the almost ruined: 
building too plainly declared that it had no longer 
an inhabitant. 

'' The scream which escaped me at this sight^ . 
as I sunk thunderstruck on the ground^ passed un- 
noticed in the uproar ; but it attracted the atten-, 
tion of a kind-hearted female neighbour, who,, 
guessing that I belonged to the unfortunate 
family, had me lifted up and carried to her own 
house ; where, after recovering, I learned only what 
I have now related. Not one word could I hear 
of my mistress or any of the family: some indeed 
said that certain women and cliildren had been 
seen carried off to Tucht-e-rowans, which waited 
at a little distance ; but nothing in the least certain 
could be gathered on the subject, although the 
kind-hearted person who saved me from the 
wreck took no small pains in inquiring ; nor, 
although I waited upon many ladies of rank to 
whom my mistress was known, could they, or 
would they tell me any thing about her. Some 
asserted that she had positively never entered the 
prince's harem ; others spoke more darkly on the 
subject; but the greater number refused to hold 
any communication with even a slave who had 
belonged to a proscribed family. At last, my 
lord, wearied out with ineffectual and impotent 
inquiries, I resolved to come to this place, where 
it was just possible that something might be 
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gathered ; and where T thought that I might at 
least exist quietly and unquestioned until the 
truth should appear, and better days perhaps 
return." 

** And is this all, Sitara ? know you nothing 
more ?" — " Alas ! no, sir," — " Well, bad as it is, 
there is scarcely more in what you have told me 
than I knew myself. But what goes on at the 
vilh^e ? — ^who is in my place ? — ^how is the kallah 
occupied?" — "The prince, my lord," said Sitara, 
"has appointed Nasser Beg Khan Jalloyer as 
governor of the district in your room; but he is 
now in attendance upon his royal highness, who 
has set out to meet the shah: and the kallah 
contains only a part of his family left in charge of 
his naib, who remains there with a small garrison 
to protect its inmates from any sudden attack of 
rebels or of robbers; for people in these parts 
are not now kept so much in awe as when the 
shah was nigh at hand. But, my lord, they are 
aware of your arrival at Mushed, and have re- 
solved that if you approach this quarter, or 
attempt to use the smallest influence with the 
people of the district, — ^if, in fact, you are seen 
here at all, you shall be seized and imprisoned 
until the khan's pleasure be known : it was of 
this I came to warn you ; and oh, my dear master ! 
do not approach any nearer, for the men are fell 
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and bloody, and your death would be certain if 
you were discovered/' 

**They would find some work to do before 
they mastered me," muttered I with a grim smile, 
*' changed even as I am:-^but how, child, didst 
thou know I was here ? how cpuld you seek to 
warn me V— " I knew it well," she replied ; ^' it was 
revealed to me : the call was dark and doubtful ; 
but I thank Heaven that I list^oed to it, ainl 
have found you still in safety. For many a night 
past had my mind been dwelling on tha naelan- 
choly catastrophe of my mistress and. her &mily, 
with even more than usual. earnestness ; Sot yvhen 
— oh! when is it attogethero absent fnos^ my 
thoughts ?~and I saw myappop mistress m my 
dreams, sometimes shrieking a& she diA when 
torn from her home x)n thad ivightf^d dayy and 
sometimes smiling faintly as was bar wont ind&ys 
of hafi|>iiiess. But for three nights past 14 haa 
been borne upon my very spul that you, nqr lord, 
were near ; and I was bid to «eek you out, to 
warn, and to assist you ; for thaty friendless and 
alone, you were exposed to great dangec Hoiw it 
was that my mind became possessed with the assu- 
rance that in this very piaee yau were to be 
found, I taniiot4ell^^^fov it^iei not ofkoa yisksed ; 
and I ha/ve only jmti% il wUn the vifli^efa have 
come hither 4o «eefk thoiri^tny icattte s but the 
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voice was of a true hfeavenly messenger— of that be 
sure: and oh, my lord, listen to its warning and 
tempt no further danger.'' 

I mused for a while upon all that the slave had 
told me. At length I said to her, ^^ Sitara, the 
▼oice spoke truly and the warning was a kind 
one ; but we must read it right : the perils which 
we know of are not the most dangerous. I must 
go to the village — ay, into the kallah, and that 
this very night ; and it is by your aid I must do 
80*" The slave almost shrieked: a burst of 
firantic sorrow and earnest dissuasives evinced het 
utter horror at my fool-hardiness. When I ex* 
plained to her, however, that upon the perform- 
ance of my duty here might probably depend 
the best chance of discovering the fate of her 
mistress, she became more calm ; but it was yet 
tome time before she was composed enough to 
listen to my plans, and comprehend the means by 
which I proposed to execute them. 

** The point which it is essential for me to reach, 
Sitam," said I, when at length I had fixed her 
attention, "is the little garden, north of the unde- 
twm of the kallah. You know that it communicates 
with those private apartments by a wicket; and 
that there is another wicket at the foot of the 
ga;rden itself, by which workmen, when required, 
had access given them. Now this is what you 
must do ! — ^you must run back immediately to the 
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kallah, and coDtrive to unfasten that door: the 
retired lane on which it opens will be quiet enough 
before midnight ; and we can enter it and do all 
that I require after that hour, and yet be far 
enough distant before morning."—" Yes^ sir," re- 
plied the slave, "if you are not seen in the mean 
time. But you seem to have forgot that there are 
some windows of the women's apartments which 
look down into that very garden: and what are you 
to doif the alarm is given? Thesight of a man there 
would put the whole place in an uproar. As for 
women, — ^if you had a woman's veil only^ — " 
— " Right ! right !" returned I, ^^ a woman's veil 
is just the thing, if it can be had/' — "Oh ! if 
that Were the worst, I can supply that : I hitve an- 
other veil. If it must be so, I will meet you with 
it at the water-course near the south end of the 
village, and we can enter together: no one will 
think of disturbing two women."— ^^ No," replied 
I ; " and if they were to do so I am prepared— I 
have a dagger." — " Ah 1 little good would that 
do," said uhe, half shuddering : " we must try not 
to need it. As for the garden door, I think there 
will be little difficulty in managing that; for now 
that the principal part of the fisunily are absent, 
the Entrances are leas looked aftei^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^y 
fastened by bohs dratrn on tbe^^ inside ; and there 
is no difficulty in reaching the garden from the 
ui^er6oii> for herb^ atidl'fetvei^'tttidiranout things 
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are always wanted ; so that going into it even at 
.night will cause no suspicion : there is only an 
old woman to attend it, and she is half stupid.'^ 

'^ Well, then, my good girl, away. You can 
easily reach the kallah before the gates are shut. 
At half an hour before midnight I will be at the 
water-course, and from thence we shall go to the 
garden ; but mind, . fail me not ; for to . attempt 
the business I am resolved ; and if the door can^- 
not be forced dr opened the wall must be tried." 
— '* lushaUah !" said she, but trembling neverthe- 
iessr— " inshallah! it shall not need:" and again 
embracing my knees, she plunged into the thicket 
and disappeared. 

Left once more alone,^ I fell into a train of re- 
flections oa the fortunate and most unhoped-for 
rencQunler ; and oa the ^tory which poor.Sitara 
had related to me ; but, after all, what information 
did it afford me ? I knew already that I had been 
^illag^d^ robbed <^ name ajad place, of property 
and family, by ordeips of the prince : it threw not 
•a r^y of light upon the fate of any member of that 
fiosHy; and although the painful possibiUty of 
their having fallen into the . royal hands still re- 
naiaed, there was nothing: in .what I had heard to 
^confirm it» Tlie veiy ,>ente]^rise ,in which I wa^ 
engaged mighty if «UQsessfal,. yield me more satis- 
fiictory 'results*. 
; With such employment for the mixidy time 
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passed with unusual rapidity^ until I saw by the 
position of the heavenly bodies, and the well-known 
landmarks around me, that night was fast ap- 
proaching. Leaving therefore my horse secured 
Jn the same spot, and suppUed sufficiently with 
fodder from the meadows around, I hastened to 
the place of appointment. The slave was there 
already. " All is prepared,*' said she ; *' the door 
is unbarred : that was done easily and unnoticed, 
for no suspicion whatever seems afloat; nor, 
inshallah ! in this dark night will there be any 
great risk of discovery: so, if it must be, my lord, 
bismillah! let us begone: — here is my veiL" 
I took it and attempted to put it on; but the un- 
accustomed task was awkwardly performed, and 
the slave came to my aid. '* You tremble, girl," 
said I. " I do indeed, my lord : — oh ! have I not 
cause?— woxdd to Allah it were over! but indeed 
I am most willuig. Oh ! how readily would I give 
my life for good news of my dear mistress ! — It is 
only this midnight work : — it is terrible : — ^but par- 
don me, I will not fail, my lord :" and the poor 
girl, having adjusted my dress, was as eager 
to proceed as myself. 

Pressing through bush, brier, and cultivation, 
we noon reached the outskirts of the well-known 
village. The growl of a half-roused dog admo- 
nished us now and then to caution ; but we held 
our way unmolested to the blind lane, on the north 
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ade o^ the kallah, in which was the wicket. All 
was still as death: the silence and the solitude 
were as perfect as we could have desired. We 
Inched the wicket, which yielded to the impulse 
of Sitara's arm. We entered cautiously ; and I 
found myself once more in the little garden which 
had been the scene erf my own infant sports, and 
dince then the delight of my dear Shireen ; but 
now tenanted by strangers, who, had they but 
seen me, would have unscrupulously sacrificed me 
^ a robber and a thief. 

• The garden lay in profound stillness as well as 
darkness. At one end was the wall of the harem*; 
from the higher part of which two narrow win- 
dows, admitting light through screens of carved 
wood-work, could scarcely be said to overlook the 
place ; for the inmates of these rooms could not> 
without aid, rise to the height of the apertures^ 
Nof light was burning in them, and all things 
seemed secure ; so I proceeded at once to business^ 
Besides a variety of young and lately planted 
trees which embellished the garden, there was 
one remarkable group, consisting of a fine old 
sycamore, and two or three others of smaller 
size, which in summer formed a delightful shade ; 
and close to them had been formed a cistern^ 
usually kept full of water by means of a pipe> 
coimnunicating with a little rivulet on this side of 
the village. It was at a point between thes^ 
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trees and the cistern,— a part of the ground never 
touched by instrument for any purpose of culture, 
— and under a thick tortuous root of the princi- 
pal tree, that I had buried my treasure. To this 
point therefore did I immediately direct my atten- 
tion; and armed with the digging instrument, 
which Sitara had secured for me, with as little 
noise as possible I began to move the BoiL It was 
hard, and some slight sound was unavoidably pro- 
duced ; but no alarm seemed to be taken, and I 
worked with an earnestness and caution which 
made the perspiration stream from my brow. Im- 
mediately beneath the surface I was somewhat 
alarmed at observing the same looseness of tex- 
ture which had struck me in the examination at 
Mushed in presence of the cauzee ; and soon the 
instrument met with the resistance which declared 
its having reached the object of our search. 
Swiftly did I disentangle, and eagerly did I seize 
the vessel; but the first touch was sufficient to 
inform me that here also I had been anticipated, 
and that my money was gone ! 

Painful and chilling as was this disappointment 
of my last hope, I did not permit it to overwhelm 
me; nor did my inquiry terminate with ascertain- 
ing that my gold was gone. Removing the slight 
covering of liie vessel, I dipped my hand into it. 
This time I was not disappointed: a scroll of 
paper as in the fbrmermetmy grasp, which, draw- 
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ing forth, I placed carefully in my bosom. But 
scarcely had I satisfied myself of there being 
nothing else in the vessel, when the sound of dis- 
tant voices alarmed us both, and induced us to 
take shelter beneath the darkest shadow of the 
sycfiunores. 

The speakers approached, and we could hear 
first the voices, and then the words: *^ Allah!" 
whispered Sitara, '^ it is the naib himself, and 
Allee Khaujeh, the nazir of the khan's harem! 
what can have brought them here?" A pressure 
of the arm was the signal by which I silenced 
her; for their conversation now became intelligible, 
as they passed slowly down a walk but thre6 or 
four yards distant. " I know not," said the rough 
voice of the naib, " how it can be ; but the fact is 
certain : the chupper who brought the advice has 
half killed a capital Yamoot horse by riding day 
and night. He swears he is scarcely fifty hours 
from Mushed, and that that * pider soochteh' 
only left it six hours before him on a sorry yaboo ; 
so that he can't be near us till to-morrow or next 
day." 

'* Punah-be-khodah ! who can tell that ?" ex- 
claimed the shrill voice of the khaujeh, ^^ these 
lion-eating musahebs "^ of the shah can do most 
marvellous things ; and he was none of your meek 

* Companions; confidential serrants. 
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ones,-^a real azerburzeen * they (Mty : ami, lioly 
Prophet! old Kauder Bukhsh swears that she 
heard strange sounds to-night in this Tery gai^ 
den.''—" By the head of Allee, that is well !'' 
laughed the rough voice of the naib : " why, 
Nazir, you are becoming an old woman in truth, 
now : how in the devil's name could any thing get 
in here without your own knowledge, unless an 
owl or a fox perhaps ? — But come, I will take a 
turn here, and see that all is safe on this side ; 
you had better return and keep all quiet in the 
underoon. If I catch the ghorumsaug, there is no 
fear he will ever frighten you again : — ^leave me to 
deal with him. I know my master's mind, and my 
own too, mashallah ! — Away with you, friend !*' 
With these words, leaving the khaujeh, wlio went 
to the underoon, he proceeded down a cross walk 
which led him further from us. 

We watched him in his rounds until he reached 
the garden wicket, which had been left slightly 
a-jar for the convenience of easy egress, and 
could hear his smothered growl of surprise and 
displeasure at the neglect as he termed it. Soori 
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after the bolts were replaced ; but our apprehen- 
sion was painfully increased when we heard a 
key grate in a lock, which, for the most part, was 
scarcely ever used. " The fool has sealed his 
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own fate/' mattered I involuntarily, as I heard 
this ominous sound ; '^ I would fain have kept 
from blood, had he left me free/' — '' Oh ! do not 
shed blood, dear master," whispered the slave; 
grasping my arm." — *'Hush ! — be still, upon your 
life," replied I, in the low but fixed tone of des- 
perate resolution. And I balanced the possibility 
of wrenching open the door with the instrument 
in my hand, in order to avoid, if possible, the 
necessity of spilling life, even though of the very 
man who had but just made so light of my own. 

But when did human will or power ever alter a 
decree of destiny ? The events of this night were 
written in the book of the Almighty before the 
world began : — ^how vain then the hope to avoid 
them ! The naib in his rounds had approached 
the sycamore trees so nearly, that he stood at 
length by the brink of the cistern, when, by some 
accident, a portion of the earth which had been 
shovelled from the hole fell back into it, causing a 
slight noise. It startled him. ^* How now ?" he 
exclaimed; ** who's there?" and turning round, in 
spite of the darkness, the light colour of Sitara's 
veil, no doubt, caught his view ; for he continued, 
" What the devil ! — ^women ! — and the door open 
too!" This unlucky discovery was conclusive: 
yet still I paused, reluctant to adopt the last 
resource, when his rising voice which would sooh 
have spread the alarm, decided me, and the heavy 
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instrument which I held was raised like lightning, 
and fell as swiftly upon his head with stunning 
violence. "Quick, — quick, Sitara !'* cried I: 
" run and unbar the wicket, while I search him 
for the keys;" and, while the trembling slave 
obeyed me, I groped out from the pockets of the 
fallen naib a bunch of keys, among which proved 
to be the one I wanted : nor was I sorry to believe, 
from a heavy groan which escaped him during this 
operation, that the blow might not be mortal. — 
" Inshallah !" thought I, " I shall not have this 
man's blood upon my head !" But the chance of 
his recovery quickened our movements : the bolts 
were drawn; and after a few unsuccessful attempts 
the key was found. The gate opened ; and we 
found ourselves in the little lane beyond, with 
liberty for the price of our exertions. 

I need not tell with what speed we made towards 
the spot where my horse was concealed. But 
the poor slave was ill prepared for such rough and 
thorny ground as that over which we had to pass, 
and in a night so dark ; for, anxious to elude pur- 
suit, I left the plainest paths, preferring the wilder 
and less frequented tracks ; and before we had gone 
half our distance Sitara had lost a slipper, and 
wounded her feet with the stones so badly that 
she could scarce proceed. But what exertions will 
not the fear of death call forth, even from the 
weakest? Assisted, supported, — ^partly carried by 
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me, with a shred from my girdle wrapped roxind 
her wounded foot, at length we reached the 
thicket, where she threw herself exhausted on the 
groimd until I prepared the yaboo for his double 
burden. 

Before this was accomplished lights were seen 
glancing in the village, and tokens of alarm were 
perceptible; but, mounted on my stout yaboo, 
with Sitara sitting behind me upon a pad, formed 
hastily out of my veil, and a shred of old nuinud 
which had covered my saddle, I felt confident 
of gaining the passes, and probably the upper 
country, before they should overtake, or, at least, 
discover us, even should they urge their pursuit 
so far, upon the faint grounds they could have for 
suspecting the cause of the alarm. Indeed if the 
naib were really dead, or incapable of giving in- 
formation, the chances against us would still be 
diminished. 

Fortune, at all events, appeared disposed to be- 
friend us ; for, after travelling all night with great 
rapidity, considering the toilsome ascent we had 
to make, we found ourselves, by morning, high up 
in one of the passes, and among ground where I 
should have defied all the riders they could muster 
to detect us. Dismounting now myself, I urged 
on our horse to the full extent of his powers and 
my own ; nor did I stop, except occasionally to 
let him crop a mouthful of grass in some retired 
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nook^ or to refresh ourselves for a few moments at 
some clear rivulet, until the shades of night were 
nearly falling again, and we had reached the little 
plain of Hissarcheh, full eighteen fursungs from 
the village of Futehabad, Then, and not until 
then, did I halt in a little hollow where my horse 
might crop some sweet grass ; and having seen an 
encampment of Eeliauts at a little distance, I re- 
solved to repair thither and solicit from them what 
might sustain the exhausted frames of Sitara and 
myself: for as to placing ourselves in their power 
by entering their tents as guests, I thought that 
in our situation such a risk was best avoided. 

But before the failing light should quite depart 
there was a point of great interest which claimed 
immediate attention. During the whole of our 
rapid and arduous retreat from the village, although 
my mind in recurring to the adventures of the 
past night failed not to dwell with painful interest 
upoif the singular coincidence which marked the 
mysterious abstraction of all my deposits of trea- 
sure, I had not yet attempted to examine or even 
look at the scroll which stood in place of the lost 
gold. Wishing to preserve all my energies un- 
embarrassed to provide for the safety of myself 
and my new charge, I avoided encountering the 
painful emotions which this paper might excite, 
and permitted it to remain in the pocket to which 
I had con^gioied it, content' every now and'thien 
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with satisfying myself that it was safe, until the 
arrival of a less busy moment. That had now 
come ; and unwilling to defer any longer an ex- 
amination which might prove of consequence, I 
produced and unfolded the scroll. It contained 
only the following words : 

*^ Oh ! thou who railest against fate, remember 
that the decrees of destiny are irreversible ; that 
sorrow and disappointment are the precious balms 
of the Most High, who out of evil produceth 
good, and bringeth joy out of sorrow and mourn- 
ing. Thus sayeth the discreet Talib, the son of 
Hoossein, the traveller of many lands ; in whose 
works seek the solace and cure of thy woes.'' 

" Strange unaccomitable agency !'' thought I, 
as I pondered over this mysterious apothegmatic 
appeal ; '' is thy ominous and controuling influ- 
ence to thwart me thus in every effort ? — and yet 
thy words seem friendly ; God grant their mean- 
ing may prove them so ! — ^would I could decypher 
it ! And again I read the sentence, and weighed 
the meaning of every word, without discovering 
aught to enlighten me. A second time had I 
examined them as carefully as eyesight could 
effect ; when something in the flourish of one of 
the terminating letters, which I had till then taken 
for an accidental blot of the pen, attracted my 
attention. My eyes grew fixed to the paper ; and 
a gush of heat burst out firom every pore, as the 
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certainty of its bearing a familiar form rushed 
upon my mind. It was a small signet mark ; and 
as I strained my eyes to trace its lines, all doubt 
soon fled : it was the impression of a little seal 
which was well known to me ; for often had I 
remarked it upon the finger of my friend Meerza 
Aboo Talib himself. These were the curious 
talismanic characters which had so often excited 
my curiosity : there could be no mistake. — 
" Punah-be-khodah !" exclaimed I aloud, smd 
starting to my feet, as conviction darted through 
my soul, connecting with lightning speed the 
whole chain of extraordinary fiaw^ : — '^ Mereiftil 
God! it is he ; — ^he himself has done it all, and 
they are all safe. Oh, God ! Oh, God! it iiiust be 
so." And I fell upon my face and wept aloud. 

Recovering, after some moments, from this 
transport of hope and joy, I turned to the poor 
slave, who was lost in perfect astonishment . at 
this unexpected rapture, and in a few words im- 
parted to her a share of the hope which had just 
dawned npoa my soul : and the more I revolved 
every circumstance the better founded did this 
hope appear. 

That the signet and handwriting both of this 
and the paper taken from the treasure-vessel at 
Mushed were thcM^ of my friezid, I was perr 
suaded beyond all doubt* And how oould he ha^ e 
acquired a baowledge of the^e jpf ivate xieposits^ 
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known only to Shireen and me, except by infor-* • 
mation from Shireen herself? But when could 
that information have been acquired ? I had ob- 
served no date in either of the scrolls, but the 
communication could only have been made at 
some moment of danger ; and by the account of 
Sitara no such moment had ever occurred : — the 
threat and the blow fell together. It followed, 
therefore, that the communication could not have 
taken place until after the plunder of my house 
and property ; and if so, must not Shireen have 
been free to hold intercourse, and consult with 
Aboo Talib ? She could not then be in the 
prince's }X)wer ; Aboo Talib must know where she 
wa»; probably he was himself her preserver; 
perhaps at the momait of her need he stepped in 
and snatched her from the ruin that was gaping 
around her. Oh ! how I burned to know the 
truth — ^to hear the details of this most happy, 
most incomprehensible event : for my mind was 
made up as to the fact ; and never did a doubt of 
the truth of my friend, or of my wife, cross my 
mind. All former treasonable suspicions, all un- 
worthy jealousies, which had lowered like clouds 
of evil over my soul, were now dissipated, and 
had left but happy and confiding love behind : — 
and oh j how delightfiil wits the relief ! The con- 
tents of these scrolb, ''before so mysterious, were 
Hdw iUly imtelii^ble J whiles tckyod^d in terms 
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incomprehensible to chance finders^ they con^ 
tained intimation calculated for me alone^ that 
happiness and peace were to be fomid with him. 
To him then must I fly; and^ oh^ how tedious 
would the time appear until the hour of meeting! 
The fever of my spirits banished all sense of fa- 
tigue ; and had I been alone^ and could my pooi^ 
beast have borne it, not another hour should hare 
been wasted in delay. 

But policy as well as humanity forbade such 
imprudent haste. Neither horse nor slave were 
animated by the strong excitement which upheld 
me ; and the wants of both required immediate 
attention. Dear as Ufe and liberty had both be- 
come, it was necessary to risk them in order to 
procure necessary food ; and leaving both Sitara 
and the yaboo in the place where we had dis- 
mounted, I went towards the Eeliaut encamp- 
ment. 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE EELIAUT CHIEF. 



It Jm>ved to be an extensive one. A multitude 
of cattl6 find sheep, horses and camels, mules and 
assess were gathered round in temporary inclo- 
sures ef reeds ; or were still straying about the 
tents with dogs barking at them, and shepherds 
running about in all directions to secure them for 
the night. The men were lounging before the 
tents, and the women were engaged in their 
household duties, spinning, weaving, making but- 
ter and cheese, feeding the young animals, or 
carrying water for the use of their families. I 
saw at once from the number of tents, and the 
size of one or two in the centre, that some chief 
of importance must be in the aoul ;* and at first I 
had made up my mind to seek the supply of my 
wants from some inferior member of the tribe, and 
thus to avoid inquiries or delays, which might 
have proved embarrassing from a higher quarter. 

* Camp of the division of a tribe. 



238 THt PERSIAN 

But just as I had made up my mind to this ar- 
rangement, an . object which caught my eye 
changed the intention, and induced me to throw 
myself at once, and in the most impressive man- 
ner, upon the hospitality of the chief himself. 

The object which wrought this change of pur- 
pose was a troop of some dozen or so of armed 
horsemen, who were riding in great haste over 
the plain, in a direction not very different from 
that by which I had come ; and from their ap- 
pearance as they approached, I could have little 
doubt that they were, in fact, a party sent in pursuit 
of me. To retreat was impossible, for I was close 
in view of all the tents ; and the precarious gene- 
rosity of an Eeliaut chief was preferable to the 
tender mercies of such as I believed that party to 
consist of. Passing therefore hastily in front of 
the flanking tents, although their inmates called 
aloud upon me to stop, to turn in and tell 
them the news, to accept of their bread and 
roof, I halted not until I reached the dwelling 
of the chief, before whose tents were picketed 
several handsome horses under the hands of 
their keepers. " Refuge ! — refuge and protec- 
tion! — ^the sacred asylum of the stable!"* ex- 
claimed I, seizing one of these horses by the head- 

*Tbe most sacred asylum for a pioscnbed or punaed man — even 
for a murderer, in Persia, is the stable of the king or a noble. Se* 
Malcolm's Hiitory. — TraMilalor*$ note. 
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stalls while the groom, respecting the well-known 
privilege, fell back and gave me way. 

The khan himself, for such he proved to be, was 
walking about superintending the management of 
his stud ; but, upon hearing my words, and seeing 
itiy action, he turned and inquired who I might be. 
" I am a man," said I, " and an unfortunate one, 
although guilty of no crime: as such, khan, I 
claim from you present protection, and conceal- 
ment from my pursuers. As you love and practice 
hospitality, and value a high^ and honourable 
name among the tribes, pledge it to me, and let 
there be no delay." — *^ It is granted, friend," said 
the khan, coming forward and taking me with his 
own hand from the place of my asylum. ^* I swear 
it to you by my own head and the tomb of my 
father : — ^and now what is to be done ?" — " Be- 
hold !" said I, pointing to the party which now 
rose above the brow of a swelhng ground, only a 
short space distant — " behold my pursuers ! 
conceal me instantly from their eyes — the rest 
you shall quickly know ; and if you deem me 
criminal, you have but to yield me to them at 
last." — ** Yield you ! after my oath ! — No ; by 
the holy Kaaba, I have said it, and you are safe, 
if the blood of my son were on your hands !" And 
the words of the khan were echoed by his kin- 
dred who had gathered about us ; and who now 
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closing around, shut me out from view of sJl ap-. 
proaching eyqs. 

The khan then made me a signal to follow, which 
I did into a smaller tent connected with the public 
one in front. '* This is my khelwut ; here you 
are safe ; — but stay, you are thirsty and fatigued. — 
Ho, there! my sherbet and bread — let us eat:" 
and in a few moments buttermilk and water,- 
with some morsels of bread and cheese, wenB 
brought us, and the khan gave me to eat ; and 
drinking a few mouthfuls himself, handed me 
the bowl. " You are welcome," repeated he : 
" and now inform me what you further require." 

" These horsemen," said I, " if my suspicion i» 
just, are from the fort of Nasser Beg Khan of 
Karaboulagh : they seek my life." — " Piderish 
be soozed !"* exclaimed the khan with an angry 
contempt, which it rejoiced me to remark : *^ what 
has that unblest dog to do with thee ? — Hast thou 
slain his unde ?" — " No," replied I : "if the staiiv 
of blood attach to aiiy, it is rather to him than to 
me. — Listen, khan ! I was an officer of some con- 
sequence in the presence of the shah ; but evil and 
false reports were against me, and I was unjtiatly 
disgraced : the substance which remained to me 
has been devoured by Prince Reza Koolee Meensa, 
and this governor, who have also seized upon, or 

* May his father be burned. 



i 
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db^rsed my whole family. I am now seeking^ 
them ; and in the hope of obtaining some intel- 
ligence of them, perhaps too of collecting some 
reUcs of my property, I went to Futehabad ; 
but finding myself proscribed in the place where 
<mce I had a happy home, I fled only last night 
with a single woman slave, the only remaining 
creature of all my household. In my efforts to 
eseape their hands, I hurt — I hope I did not slay — 
the naib who holds the kallah in absence of the 
khan. — ^And now, khan, will you protect and assist 
me?" 

" Protect you? — and against Nasser Beg Khan ? 
By the soul of my father and your own head, I 
will conceal and protect you against that unclean 
animal and all his base-bom gang of followers ! 
May his father's tomb be polluted ! I owe the 
fellow a grudge, and shall pay my debt too, some 
day, inshallah ! — He must have a strong arm that 
shall wrench you out from under the shadow of 
Sooltaim Tymoor Sheikhauloo's tent !" 

" Well, khan, may the blessed Prophet reward 
you! — ^but it may be best to set these jackals 
upon a wrong scent. My way lies to Mushed, 
whither by your good favour I must hasten: if 
they could be sent towards Sooltaun Meydaun — '* 
— " Chushm !" said the khan; and speaking a few 
words in Turkish, mingled with a cant which I did 
not understand, to one of his sons outside the tent, 

VOL. III. L 
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he returned to me. " The dogs will hunt upon a 
wrong scent now, I think ; and you are safe, my 
friend. But pray, how are you to be addressed ? 
What is your fortunate name ?" 

" When the night is dark, and the stars are 
clouded, khan, who can distinguish between the 
eagle and the crow ? — But the clouds may dis- 
perse, and the stars may shine out, and the true 
bird be known from the base. Let it please you 
to permit your servant to remain unknown for the 
present. Confide in his word — on his oath, that 
he who has craved thy aid is neither mean nor 
unworthy, and let that suffice until more pros- 
perous times." 

" Be it so — ^be it so; and welcome, whoever 
thou mayest be," said the khan^ with hearty good- 
will, to relieve me fix)m all uneasiness : " but as 
for that beast of a governor, and his filthy naib, 
who have eaten dirt enough to choke them if they 
had been men — ^the curse of the devil upon them ! 
but they shall meet with their match yet. Happy 
that you have not killed the fellow, said you ? — 
By the beard of Allee-^but all that grieves me is 
to think you may have only done the business 
half. Ah ! it once was otherwise. We had a bet- 
ter fellow in his place at that same Futehabad ; — 
a brave lad, youog as he was« He was no squeezer 
of purses— no disturber of &mihes — ^no breeder of 
contentions — no backbiting slanderer or profligate. 
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mean,, pale-faced minion. No, the good Ismael 
was a worthy man and a brave soldier ; a staunch 
friend or a gallant foe, as might be ; but he, they 
say, is dead — cut oflf — expanded — ^thrown to the 
d<^ by this conquering shah of ours, mashallah ! 
with many another of the best of the land. Well, 
the end is yet to come : they may get old Tymoor's 
neck into the noose ; but he will never learn to eat 
filth after the fashion of the day, nor swear to love 
and honour those whom he has more reason to hate 
than to cherish." 

Delightful as were these spontaneous and ho- 
nest praises from the old chief, I still thought it 
most expedient to conceal my name, although the 
tears of pleasure filled my eyes. I now took an 
opportunity of mentioning how I had left my popr 
slave alone, and doubtless in great anxiety ; and 
on describing the spot, he instantly despatched a 
messenger with proper assistance to bring her in- 
to camp. Refreshments of every kind were' now 
provided for me ; a bath was administered after 
the rude fashion of the tribes, by pouring many 
skinsftil of tepid water over me ; while a rough 
sort of duUauk kneaded and scrubbed me most 
lustily. A change of raiment was provided, and 
after all was* over, I sat down with the chief and 
his family to a substantia:l nieeS, the chief dish of 
whH^'Was a lamb stuffed v4th plt^Msdnd raisins, 
stewed in ft whole mouhlftltiof^ rice: 
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When we had all feasted heartily, the musU 
cians and bards of the tribe came in with their 
instruments, and sang many poems and tales 
founded upon the history, and grandeur, and war- 
like achievements of the tribe ; until my eyes, over- 
come with the fatigue of many nights' watching, 
would no longer remain open. Then the chief 
signed to the party to withdraw, and leaving me 
in the tent, said, ** Stranger and friend, rest here 
in peace ; no one shall enter here except over our 
dead bodies ; on the morrow you shall be master 
of your own movements — to-night may God pro- 
tect thee!'' 

. Morning came, after a night of sound rest and 
cheering visions; nor did it bring with it any 
abatement of the old chiefs warm hospitality. 
He pressed me to remain with him some time, at 
least until the danger of pursuit should be past. 
But when I assured him that more than life, that 
the fate of my family perhaps, depended on my 
quickly reaching Mushed, where I had the means 
of eflFectual concealment, his urgency gave way. 
, — ^^ It is well," said he ; — " surely every man is 
best judge of his own affairs ; and the will of his 
guest shall always be a law to old Tymoor ; for 
well saith the sage — * Constrain not thy guest,, 
even with the fetters of kindness; but as thou 
hast welcomed his approach, so speed him on his 
way, when once the words ' I must depart' have 
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passed his lips.' And now see, there are two of 
you, and thy business requires dispatch; so 
behold, thou shalt be provided with another 
beast, and six of my young men shall see thee and 
thy slave well over from these plains into the 
quiet country beyond the hills. In the Chummun- 
e-Chinnaran there are tents of a tribe that are my 
friends ; with them shalt thou lodge this night, 
ahd the next day may bring thee easily to 
Mushed." 

Knowing the ground so well as I did, and 
covetous of dispatch above all things, I could 
willingly have dispensed with part at least of this 
well-meant kindness, as I thought it might possibly 
retard my arrival at Mushed for a few hours. 
But, besides that, however my own ability might 
consist with urgent haste, I had to consider the 
weaker frame of the poor slave and the condition 
of my already well-tired horse, it would have been 
too ungracious to accept only such portion of 
the old chief's frank hospitality as suited me, and 
reject the rest; and therefore I acquiesced in all his 
arrangements with thankfulness to Providence, and 
gratitude to my kind host. So after a comfortable 
meal to keep up our strength, I found a party of 
six stout fellows, headed by one of the khan's 
sons, all ready mounted before the door of the 
tent, and a horse of his own for myself, in the 
trappings of which the meerachor had consulted his 
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master's credit more than the appearance of its 
intended rider. The khan himself seemed sensible 
of this incongruity, for he could not help smiling 
as he looked, first at the toorquoise and silver- 
mounted^r^k (furniture), and then on my homely 
and tattered figure; and taking his handsome 
cloak, jstrhich I had worn the evening before, he 
threw^t over my shoulders, remarking that there 
should be some degree of uniformity between the 
saddle and its burden; nor would he hear of any 
refusal. Thus accoutred then, I pressed and 
kissed the old man's hands with an assurance 
that, if I lived and prospered, he should hear of me. 
But the chief seizing me in his arms, saluted me 
with a frank and hearty bughulgeeree,* saying 
such was the fashion of the tribes with their 
friends; that he was sure I was an honest fellow, a 
gallant man, who was well worth all the little kind- 
ness I bad put it in his power to show me. " But 
I know," added he, " you must be impatient, so. 
Bero, be off; andmay God protect thee !" — " May 
your house always flourish ! — ^may your favour 
never diminish!" said I; and mounting, I rode 
away accompanied by my gallant escort, who with 
their long spears, caracoled and curveted around 
in their impatient glee; and followed by poor 
Sitara mounted on my yaboo, staring around in 
astonishment at this sudden change in my affairs. 

* Embracing and kissing each cheek three times. 
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We rode along at a good travelling rate, avoid- 
ing the highways, and taking mountain roads, or 
skirting hills where there was least probability of 
interruption; my escort amusing themselves oc- 
casionally with an escapade to tlie right or to the 
left, as a bit of fine turf tempted them to inin a 
maidaun, or throw the jereed at one another; and 
they would charge with their long spears, and 
flourish them in each others' faces so close and 
furiously, that a stranger would have shuddered in 
amazement at their seeming danger. But from 
me, who well knew every sleight of the weapon, it 
called forth but a slight smile of applause ; for I 
thought of the thousand gallant horsemen whom 
1 had so often seen performing the same feats in 
all the brilliance of splendid military array. 

" The friend of my father smiles," said the 
young man, who watched my looks as he rode by 
my side ; " and the young men are glad to please 
him : he knows the exercises and customs of war ?'* 
— ^^ He does," replied I, " and he loves to see these 
gallant youths show off the spirit of their horses and 
llieir own skill. — ^Why does not their leader join 
them ?" — " Ah !" replied he, '' it is my duty to at- 
tend upon our guest ; but if it be the pleasure of 
that guest to see me play, I am ready :" and taking 
my smile for consent, the impatient boy darted 
away like an arrow from my side, and dashed into 
the fall spirit of the exhilarating exercise. ** Ah !" 
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said he, as breathing hard, after a while, he came 
back at full gallop, and reined up his snorting 
panting horse by my side, ** a maidaun or two 
does a horse good upon a journey ; it sets his blood 
in motion, and stirs his spirits up." — " Your horse, 
khan, requires but little stirring up," said I ; 
*' he is a gallant beast, and suits his rider well." — 
" He is not bad," repUed the youth, his dark eyes 
sparkling with delight as he stroked the arching 
neck, as smooth as silk, and as hard as marble, 
from the high condition of the animal. ''My father 
had him a colt from a party of Tekehs ; they had 
just taken him in a chappow from the Goklans ; 
he gave ten Khorasanee tomauns and a good 
matchlock for him, and all for me his son. — But 
he is worth it all. — I hope we may have a brush 
with these fellows next spring, and then I will 
try his metal." 

I could not help smiling again, as the handsome 
youth, whose beard hardly showed upon his chin, 
thus poured out the fulness of his heart to an 
utter stranger. My own early days, and those of 
my beloved SeUm rose before me, and the smile 
gave way to a sigh : — ^thus, thought I, is it ever 
with youth, when the heart is fresh and the spirit 
buoyant, and the eye sparkles with that light 
which tinges all earthly objects with the hues of 
Ghinnestan ! — All then is glowing anticipation — 
exulting, bounding delight. The pang pf disap-* 
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pointed hope has not then sickened the soul ; the 
blight of coldness and ingratitude has not chilled 
the heart; nor Wve the a;ffectionB been yet seared 
by schemes of calculating self-interest or reckless 
ambition. But, alas ! these things will come: the 
tree must bend or break before the storm; the 
steel must be tempered into hardness before it can 
protect its wearer; and these warm gushing iaf- 
fections must be chilled by caution for the uses of 
life. The spring of that eager enthusiastic spirit, 
if the body which contains it endure yet twenty 
summers, will be broken by misfortune, or must 
submit to chaSige its tone, to suit the cold, heart- 
less, and faithless world around it f 

Resting for an hour at mid-day under the shade 
of some overhanging rocks, we refreshed ourselves 
and fed our horses ; and then pursuing our journey, 
before the fourth hour in the afternoon we came in 
sight of the black tents at which our journey was 
to cease for the night. 

Our reception here afforded a good specimen of 
the primitive hospitality of the tribes. The young 
khan, our guide, riding up to the tent of the 
principal person of the aoul, gave the salutation of 
peace, which was answered with alacrity in the 
usual form, and followed by many cordial inqui- 
ries concerning the health of his friend Sooltaun 
Tymoor, by Kara Mahomed, the chief man of the 
encampment: to these the youth answered in 
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courteous phrase^ repeating the same inquiries on 
his father's part for the welfare of his friend Kara 
Mahomed^ after which he continued : — " Sooltaun 
Tymoor sends thee greeting by my mouth, and 
desires that for the friendship which is between 
thee and him, and for the hospitaUty of the tribes 
of these mountains and plains, thou wilt receive 
this stranger whom I bring thee, frankly, and 
entreat him kindly as my father has done, for the 
time he may sojourn in thy tents ; and when he 
shall seek to depart, let him be forwarded upon 
his journey hence as he has been from our tents 
to thine; nor shalt thou crave his name nor 
business ; for he has claimed the asylum of the 
stable from my father, who finds him worthy, and 
thou mayest trust to his honour. His present des- 
tination is the holy city, to which thou wilt give 
him safe conduct and conveyance. So may thy 
house abide in prosperity, and thy face be white, 
and thy name honoured among thy kindred and 
the tribes of Iraun !" — " Bash-ustun ! — ^upon my 
head be it!" replied Kara Mahomed, a man whose 
name suited well with his personal appearance ; 
for he was a swarthy, large, rawboned man, with 
somewhat of a gloomy character of countenance; but 
the gloom disappeared at this address, and frankly 
bidding us welcome, he insisted on the whole 
party dismounting and tarrying for the night. 
This the young man declined^ as contrary to his 
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father's commands, which were, that he should be 
back at an early hour on the morrow ; but they 
all remained to partake of a feast, which was in- 
stantly ordered to be got ready. Accordingly, 
after due time we all sat down to a grand smoking 
pillaw of sheep's flesh, and rice, and a lamb, that 
favourite dish, stewed whole, with fruits and 
spices. Aub-e-goosh (or soup) thickened with 
barley meal, a mess of eggs and onions, with 
sweetmeats and several other delicacies of rare 
occurrence, were added by the women, who prided 
themselves probably on doing extraordinary honour 
to their guests. Nor was the excellent sherbet of 
buttermilk and of grape vinegar wanting; and 
cheese, butter, and all the produce of cattle in use 
among the tribes, were in full profusion. 

During all the time we were discussing these 
substantial good things, and afterwards, when 
smoking the calleeoons with the comfort of 
men satisfied with food, the young khan and I 
were forced by Kara Mahomed to assume the 
place of honour. But while he pressed us to eat 
of the best, and conversed with us upon every 
subject of interest he could think of to amuse his 
guests, not a single allusion was made to me or to 
my business, beyond what might seem necessary 
to forward it. And before the young khan and 
his party rose to depart, some two hours short of 
midnight^ it was arranged that I should be per- 
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mitted to depart an hour before day, escorted by 
a party from the aoul, till within sight of the 
village of Khoosmeitee, from whence a single at- 
tendant should alone proceed, to carry back the 
horse on which I was to ride to Mushed. 

Scarcely do I remember an event of my Ufe in 
which the ruling influence of propitious destiny 
was more conspicuous than in the incidents of 
this journey; and often have I reflected on them 
with astonishment as well as with gratitude to the 
Almighty Disposer of all things. ^ The fortunate 
conjuncture at which I reached the village, the 
unlooked-for assistance of the poor slave, with the 
whole occurrences of that eventful night, were all 
providentially favourable ; but in nothing was this 
influence more remarkably displayed than in the 
impulse which led me to throw myself upon the 
hospitality of the Eeliaut chief. Had I adhered 
to my first intention, and restricted my request to 
the food I required, suspicion might have been 
roused, the generous and warm protector might 
have been converted into a jealous enemy; and an 
evil impression once given, might have terminated 
by landing me in a prison at Mushed. But a 
frank, open appeal to the heart and its better feel- 
ings is a mode of approach which few possessing 
such feelings can resist ; and a candid avowal of 
difficulty or of error I have at all times found 
more likely to ensure a favourable impression than 
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the most specioas misrepresentatkms or excuses. 
In the present case such a line of conduct proved 
the means of creating numerous and powerful 
friends in the hour of my greatest need, and of 
enabling me to pass through all the dangers of a 
very perilous journey in comfort and security. 

The gloomy, but to me hospitable and kind 
Kara Mahomed, failed not to present himself at 
the early hour of my departure, to bestow the 
departing blessings of a kind host, and receive 
those of a grateful guest : and leaving his black 
tents, in due time we reached the place where my 
escort was to part from me. It then became ex- 
pedient to consider where I should deposit my 
slave, and how I might myself best avoid the 
dangers which the city presented ; for prudence 
suggested that it would be wise to avoid an in- 
cautious or immediate return to the hovel where I 
had left my brother-in-law. Besides, why tor- 
ment him with an imperfect tale? was it not 
better to spend another hour in completing my 
information, and returning to cheer his heart per- 
haps with the full and perfect assurance of happi- 
ness ? To eflfect this it was important to discover 
the agent of Meerza Aboo TaUb in Mushed, for 
that he had one I doubted not; and the anxiety 
which I felt to ascertain this point resolved me; 
an irresistible impulse disposed me to this course. 
The whole of this journey had been conducted 
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upon impulse; and its results hitherto had been so 
fortunate, that I detennined to abide by the same 
until its termination. 

Having thus concluded, I dismissed the guide 
along with the horse upon which I,rode, with many- 
thanks — all that I had to offer, all that he would 
have received, — about half a fursung distant from 
the walls, and leading Sitara with the yaboo 
across a portion of the rugged ground which sur- 
rounds them, I proceeded to the mausoleum of 
Khaujeh Rubbie, where I knew that certain der- 
vishes of considerable fame and sanctity resided. 
Selecting one of those, whose appearance was 
guarantee for his conduct, I solicited his protec- 
tion for my slave, who was, I told him, a stranger, 
and intended to perform her vows as a pilgrim at 
the holy shrine as soon as I should have arranged 
for our accommodation in the city. The man, 
though with some surprise, accepted of the trust ; 
and having seen Sitara accommodated decently 
in a separate cell, I remounted the yaboo and rode 
straight to the city. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



ELUCIDATIONS. 



Entering by the durwazeh no, I rode at once 
to the outaugh of Hadjee Abdool Kauder, whom 
I found engaged in business with one or two per- 
sons of the same calling. I remarked that the 
hadjee started as I made my appearance ; but he 
readily returned my salute of peace, and whis- 
pering a few words to an attendant, told me with 
a significant nod to follow him, and that my 
business should be attended to. 

A little surprised at his manner, but guessing 
that it was connected with his scruples, I followed 
the servant. He led me to a small house, which 
entering, he took charge of the yaboo, and begged 
me to be seated in a little chamber near the door- 
way, where he told me his master would soon 
join me. 

In fact, before twenty mihutes had elapsed the 
hadjee made his appearance, and carefully locking 
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the door, took me into a still more retired apart- 
ment, and addressed me with every symptom of 
caution : — " You are welcome," said he : ^* I am 
glad to see you returned ; for I began to fear your 
enterprise might cost you dear. Are you aware 
that you have been the subject of strict inquiry ? 
— that evil reports are abroad concerning you?" 
'* In truth," replied I, " O hadjee ! I am this 
moment arrived in the city, and consequently have 
neither heard of the inquiry, nor the reports of 
which you speak: — of what nature are they, 
I pray you?" — " Of their nature I am ignorant 
myself," said the hadjee, " as well as of the ori- 
gin of the inquiry ; but it cannot be for any good 
purpose, and it is the part of a friend to warn you 
of it: it must I fear be my last good o£Bce. I 
wish you well, sir ; and under other circumstances 
I might express that good-will more openly ; 
but I have a family and many weighty concerns. 
I dare not risk their safety by maintaining an open 
intercourse with any proscribed person," 

" I comprehend, hadjee ; your fear is but reason- 
able; and I thank you for your repeated kindness. 
I will not be the means of injuring your house : 
may it continue to prosper ! — but yet listen to 
me, I pray you, while I relate to you what oc- 
curred to me at Futehabad." 

Thereupon I related my whole adventures, not 
even concealing my unlucky rencounter with the 
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mih, at wliich the honest peaceful hadjee shook 
his head* ''Ah ! it is this assuredly that has set 
the hornets' nest in a buzz: it is well if you escape 
their stingy : — but what is your intention next ? 
I have heard of that Meerza Aboo Tahb of Is-^ 
pahan: he is not now I thihk a regular trader in 
these parts ; but dtill he may have occasional 
dealings ; and I think I khow his agent : him 
surely you should se<s without delay," — " It is my 
intention so to do: I only wished in the first place 
to see you, hadjee, to thank you for your kind- 
ness ; to restore your horse ; and to beg your ad- 
vice in discovering this very person. I will not 
now intrude any longer.'' 

The hadjee was softened : — " You are all wel- 
come — ^very welcome," said he, '' to any thing I 
have done for you ; I wish more were in my power. 
— But stay ; in this case every delay is danger- 
ous ; and, as it is imsafe for you to appear much 
in the streets, it may be well to send for the 
meerza's agent to this place." To this arrange- 
ment I gratefully assented, and a messenger was 
accordingly despatched to bring Meerza Jaffeer 
Allee to the house where we were seated. 

It was fortunate for my patience that the meerza 
was found at home, and able to attend the sum- 
mons without long delay. He was an old man, 
slow of apprehension, and of speech, with dim 
eyes, and an impenetrable countenance. Upon 
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being informed that his correspondent, Meerza 
Aboo Talib, was a friend of mine, and that I was 
desirous of knowing where he then might be, he 
slowly took out a pair of glasses, wiped, hung 
them on his large adune nose, and with the same 
deliberation turned them upon my face. The 
examination probably did little to aid his judg- 
ment, for it terminated in his gravely informing 
me that it was not his custom to hold converse on 
the subject of his correspondents with strangers 
producing neither letters nor token to entitle them 
so to do : — if I possessed either, he requested me 
to produce them, otherwise there was no more to 
be said. : 

UnwilUng all at once to commit myself, by 
mentioning my name, I took forth the scroll which 
I had found in the vessel at Futehabad, and 
handed it to the old man. The scrutiny which 
ensued produced more rousing effects. He- 
opened his glassy eyes still wider; held the 
paper to the light ; looked first at it, then at me, 
and finally inquired where I had found it. " I 
found it,'' I told him, ^' in a place of which only 
myself and one other person knew; but my friend^ 
the meerza has doubtless obtained information 
from that person ; for see, here is his private sig- 
net, with which you are doubtless acquainted." — 
" It is — I am so," said the old man slowly ; " but 
-^" — *i But you still doubt ; — ^there was another 
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of the same description, found in another vessel, 
in a house of this city ; but I have it not upon 
me ; its handwriting and style were the same." — 
** Pardon me," said he, still hesitating, " I may 
be wrong ; but perhaps your name is — " — " Is- 
mael !" said I, abruptly, wearied of the teazing 
delay, and no longer able to support my cautious 
reserve. — " What ! Ismael Khan Keerkloo, of 
Karaboulagh ?" — '' Ay, — he who was all that, 
but now plain Ismael Keerkloo." — " Then pardon 
me, sir, again : you are my good master's friend ; 
and — buthowcan I be certain of this?" added theold 
man, correcting the unguarded admission with his 
habitual caution." — " I can relieve you, there, 
meerza," said Hadjoe Abdool Kauder. ** I vouch 
for this being the person in question." — " Ah ! 
good !" said the meerza; "then, sir, I have a 
letter for you, inshallah ! and I will go and fetch 
it." — " A letter !" exclaimed I ; " but stay — 
tell me one thing : know you aught of my family? 
— ^where are they ? — here, or elsewhere ? — safe ? — 
speak ! — ^tell me." — " Of that, sir, I can tell you 
little," replied the old man^, with his habitual 
phlegmatic slowness ; " I believe, however, that 
they are safe, and that my correspondent, the 
meerza, can tell you something about them, for 
he was here about two years ago ; but his letter 
perhaps may explain ; and my instructions go no 
farther than to deliver it, to supply you with 
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money, and to assist you where it may be 
in my power." — " It is well," said I, constrain- 
ing my impatience ; *^ for God's sake give me 
that letter!" and the old man shuffled away to 
fetch it. 

*' O God !" exclaimed I audibly, when the 
old meerza was gone, " has the time at last come, 
then, when my anxieties are to cease, and all I love 
to be restored to me ?" — " Doubt it not, sir," said 
the hadjee, touched by my strong emotion, ** the 
clouds are dispersing, and God will give you peace 
and tranquil happiness after these storms."-- 
— " Amen !" responded I, ^' and welcome will it 
be ; for severely have they visited me, and much 
have I suffered from them." 

In due time the meerza returned, and taking 
from the silken bag, which held it, a letter bearing 
my address, I hastily tore it open, and read as 
follows :-- 

^' Dear friend ! brother of my soul ! health and 
peace to thee ! — Misfortune, like the keen north- 
east wind, pierceth even unto the bones, drieth up 
the marrow, and freezeth the heart of man ; but 
friendship, like the early sun of spring, poureth 
gladness and joy into his soul, and causeth every 
member to rejoice in its genial heat. Come, then, 
friend of my soul, to the home of thy brother ; 
come, and tarry not ; for those whom thou lovest 
and mournest as lost shall welcome thee there. 
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and sorrow shall be turned into joy. To write 
more is not convenient ; thou art wise^ and wilt 
comprehend ; demand from the bearer of this 
whatever thou mayest require, he will supply thee.> 
Farewell ; may the Omnipotent have thee ever in 
his keeping !" 

Oh ! how shall I describe my perfect joy at this 
blessed confirmation of all my most ardent hopes ? 
I was filled with impatience and delight. How 
did I rejoice that I had followed my inward moni- 
tor's persuasion, and completed the glad discovery I 
for what now remained but to impart it to my 
beloved brother, and to commence our journey 
for Ispahan, where I doubted not to find Aboo 
Talib ? The shades of evening were already fall- 
ing ; the danger of exposing my person was dimi- 
nished, and I determined to proceed immediately 
to the lowly hovel of the old duUauk. 

It is a trite but true remark, that the rising man 
finds ready aid ; while the drowning wretch may 
sink unregarded. Whether this may arise from a 
belief, that until the chain of misfortune be broken, 
all aid is useless ; or from a natural impulse which 
leads men to assist the successful struggles of 
those who hav^ long borne up against the tide of 
misfortune, I shall not take upon me to de- 
termine ; nor shall I pause to examine what 
motive it was that diminished the scruples of the 
good hadjee, and led him to regard me more fa- 



262 THE PERSIAN 

vourably and warmly than before. Certainly the 
charitable assistance he had bestowed upon me at 
first was from the impulse of pure benevolence'; 
and I doubt not that it was from, the growing 
warmth of this feeling that he was led to offer me 
a more comfortable lodging than I could otherwise 
have easily procured, in the house to which he had 
brought me. *' You will not be long in Mushed," 
said he, " and this is a place where you may 
remain in perfect privacy, provided you do not 
wilfully expose yourself, until you depart. Remain 
here, therefore, and bring your brother, if he be 
able, this very night." I felt the kindnesd of the 
offer, and frankly accepted it, for I knew that a better 
lodging than the old duUauk's miserable shed 
would be essential to the recovery of my brother's 
health, and the ultimate. attainment of our most 
important objects. 

Having arranged with the meerza to call upon 
him next day, in order to settle the preparations 
for our journey, I wrapped myself well up in my 
cloak, and sped impatiently to the dullauk«s hovel. 
The prosperous result of my interview with Meerza 
Jaffeer AUee had removed every sensation of 
fatigue, and I strode along with the exulting pace 
of joy. But what happiness in this world is with- 
out alloy ? — ^what joy is unattended by its con- 
comitant sorrow? When I reached the hovel 
in which I had left my brother, I found it void. 
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deserted^ tenantless ! The gaping door-way per- 
mitted every passer by to see the dilapidated con- 
dition of its interior^ stripped of even the miserable 
furniture it could boast of before ; and when I 
entered, it appeared that the roof had been de- 
molished for the sake of the bits of wood which 
had formed it. 

Aghast at this sight, I quitted the ruin, and 
staring about for some one to inform me regarding 
this catastrophe, my eyes chanced to light upon 
a small druggist's shop at some distance, but in 
sight of the hovel. To this I went, and inquired 
if the owner could tell me what had become of 
the old duUauk. 

" Ah ! is it old Humza you mean ? Poor old 
wretch! he is dead."—" Dead?'' echoed I, " how? 
when? — ^he was alive only six days ago." — "May 
be ; may be ; yet I believe it is four or five days 
since it happened . They buried him immediately, for 
his kinsmen were poor enough themselves, I hear, 
and would go to no great cost about it : in fact 
they seized upon the poor old wretch's movables 
before the breath was well out of the body : — the 
bystanders cried shame upon them." — " But he 
had a lodger, what became of him?" — " A 
lodger ? May be, but I know nothing about the 
matter." 

" Holy Prophet preserve my judgment!" ex^ 
claimed I involuntarily, with a passionate gesture. 
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" what can have become of him?" — " Perhaps 1 
can tell you something about him/' said a graye- 
looking personage, wha spoke in a foreign accoit, 
and whose somewhat peculiar costume was chiefly 
concealed by a dark cloak trimmed with Bokhara 
lambskin : " will it please you to describe the per- 
son whom you mean?" — " The blessing of Allah 
be on you !" replied I, and gave the particulars of 
my brother's appearance. — ^* Follow me then, if 
you please/' said the stranger, *^ and you shall see, 
as I think, the very person you are interested in ; 
from this man you can learn nothing more:" and 
taking up a parcel of drugs which he had pur- 
chased, he quitted the shop, courteously beckoning 
me to accompany him. 

We had not gone a long way when, stopping 
before a door-way in a high wall, he entered, and 
ushered me into a little court, at one side of which 
there was a comfortably furnished apartment. 
" Be pleased to be seated," said the stranger, 
*' I must visit my guest — my patient, indeed, I 
must call him ; for I presume you know he is 
ill ?" My heart sunk at this intimation, which I 
took to be the prelude of some fatal communica- 
tion. " 111?— yes," said I, *^ he was indisposed, I 
knew ; — ^but surely not very ill ?" — " Ay, very ill," 
replied the stranger : " so ill, that only for the as- 
sistance sent him by Providence at a very critical 
time^ he had before now ceased to exist ; but I 
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hope — " — " Oh ! may Allah bless you for that 
word !" exclaimed I^ clasping his hand and carrying 
it to my forehead : " and may my poor brother yet 
live !" — " Brother ! is it so, then ? — but be calm ; 
he is better, but must not be agitated : — wait for 
me here." 

. Oh ! the agony of that interval ! It was only now 
I truly conceived the danger ; — only now had it im- 
pressed itself in all its alarming and distracting 
force upon my heart: the faithful companion, the 
zealous friend, the chosen brother of my affection, 
the associate in my weal and woe for many a 
weary hour, about to be snatched from me ; dying 
even when touching the well-earned reward of all 
his struggles. What then were all my hopes of 
happiness, — ^my own recovered blessings ! — wife, 
childre^ safety, riches, were almost utterly 
forgotten in the misery of this present mis- 
fortune. 

The stranger at last returned. — " You may see 
him, but, as you value his life, be prudent : agita- 
tion would destroy him. Much depends upon 
the events of this day ; for the medicines he has 
taken have acted beneficially, and the crisis is 
past: but the weakness which remains, if in-^ 
creased, may undo all the good that has been 
done." 

He led me to an upper chamber, comfortably 
fitted up ; and there, indeed, lay the object of my 
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MMiety, pale^ ^^aciated^ dftti witkoat mottoH,-^ 
the light of his sunken eyes almotrt eiLtkiguished* 
Oh, could thiit be the brave, thfe gallant, the joy- 
ous Noor Mahomed? With clasped hands and 
indrawn breath t gazed upon liis altered features ; 
nor could I persuade myself, for a moment or two> 
that death had not already set his seal ixpoa them. 
At last his eyes caught a glimpse of my figure : a 
slight inquiring contraction of the broW prwed 
that the presence of a stranger had attracted his 
notice ; and the faint succeeding smile which 
played Over his features told as distinctly that his 
recollection was immediate. It was like a beam 
of sunshine falling on my heart. " Ah, deaf 
Ismael,*' said he faintly, " you have returned 
then ? I feared that I should never have seen you 
more. I have been very ill ; but I am h^ter, I 
think." — " Speak not, young man, I pray you," 
said the stranger ; " and you, sir, be silent, I en- 
treat. Do not check his recovery, or prevent it by 
exciting him,"—" I will speak no more," said the 
invalid: " but let my brother only say he has 
been successful; — only smile, dearest Ismael, if it 
has been so : it will do me more good than a 
whole maun of physic." I could not refrain from 
the smile he sought ; and I saw a faint flush of 
joy overspread my brother's face. " Come, come^ 
sir, this will never do," said the stranger ; " retire 
with me : have you no curiosity to learn how your 



ADVENTURER. 267 

brother came to be here ? Please to retire belo.K ; 
I will but administer his cordials^ and join you.'^ 
I did accordingly retire^ casting a wistful look at 
the invalid ; and the stranger soon after joining 
me, gave me the following account :- — 

" That your brother still lives, sir, is, I repeat, 
a manifestation of the mercy of the Most High, for 
which you have good cause to be grateful ; for, 
had assistance been delayed one day longer, it is 
probable that no earthly skill could have saved 
his life. It happened just four mornings ago, 
that in passing through the lane where yon 
druggist lives, I observed a crowd collected about 
a hovel ; and upon inquiry, I learned that an old 
man had just been found dead in his bed, and 
that his relatives were disposing the body for 
burial. There was nothing in this to attract much 
notice ; and I was just turning away, when some 
words from die persons around the door of the 
hovel once more arrested my attention; and 
upon looking in, I discovered that there was 
loiother inhabitant of the miserable dwelling, who 
appeared to be fast following the old man's step$ 
to the grave, and whom the relatives of the de* 
ceased evinced no disposition to treat with hu- 
manity or even with decency. 

" I soon learned that this was a poor lodger^ 
who had fallen ill in the place ; and who, being 
utterly unable to pay for further accommodatioq^ 
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or, indeed, to put forth a prayer for assistance of 
mercy, the savages were going to abandon to hid 
fate in the open roofless hovel. In fact they had 
already torn away every thing worth carrying off, 
and were even debating whether or not the tat- 
tered quilt which covered him, and the mat on 
which he lay should not follow the rest. I was 
shocked at their unfeeling rapacity, and looking 
at the poor object of their brutality, became still 
more interested by his appearance, which indi* 
cated> as I thought, something beyond the com* 
mon beggar. At all events he was a man, — ^a 
Mussulman, as it seemed, — and it was clearly the 
duty of the faithful to aid a brother in distress^ 
A few abassees easily procured his removal to this 
place ; but the low fever which had reduced him 
to the state in which I found him, by the time he 
was placed in more comfort upon that couch had 
also rendered him insensible ; and the promptest 
means were required to arrest its progress. I am 
myself a native of Hindostan, where I studied 
medicine more for the interest I take in that noble 
art, than from any views of emolument ; and, in 
addition to the best instruction which that country 
affords, I had the advantage of being introduced to 
a learned Frank physician at Bombay, who gene- 
sTOUsly imparted to me many secrets of his prac- 
tice, and supplied me with medicines of much 
efficacy, which our eastern druggists know not 
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how to prepare. Thus I may, without any vaia 
glory, pronounce it to have been a singular inter- 
position of Providence which threw me in your 
brother's way at so critical a moment ; and I am 
thankful to the Almighty for having made me the 
instrument of prolonging, if such be his will, the 
life of a youth, who appears both interesting and 
worthy." 

" And may that Almighty Creator reward you, 
as he surely will, for your benevolent charity to a 
noble, but unfortunate youth !" exclaimed I, seiz- 
ing, in the enthusiasm of my gratitude, the hem of 
the stranger's garment, which I pressed to my 
lips. — " Nay, nay, sir, be calm," said he, smiling ; 
" this is going too far : but if you think me wor- 
thy of your confidence, you will not perhaps deny 
me the satisfaction of knowing to whom I have 
had the good fortune of proving serviceable?" 

It was impossible to refuse this satisfaction to 
a man who had so well earned a right to our con- 
fidence ; nor could I seie any danger, either to my 
brother or myself, in making him acquainted with 
our real situation ; and there is, besides, a gratifi- 
cation derivable from the sympathy of a bene- 
volent man, which I could not refuse to my own 
feelings. I therefore gave the hakeem a suc- 
cinct account of my own story ; my career in the 
army of Nadir, terminating in my disgrace with 
the shah ; together with a sketch of my sister's 
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and Noor Mahomed's adventures > and concluded 
with a description of the }ntier disappointment we 
had sustained on our arriral at Mushed^ in tiie 
disappearance of our famiUes; but adding the 
reason we now had for hoping to recover them in 
safety. 

The remarks of the stranger^ whose name ts 
he informed me was Kefayut Khan Hakeem^ 
were those of a worthy and sagacicHis man^ well 
versed in the ways of the worlds but entertaining a 
perfect detestation of tyranny and rapacity. It 
was a singular coincidence that he should, as he 
told me, have been in Dehlee during the whob 
period of our stay in that capital, and had wit* 
nessed all the horrors of the massacre and subset 
quent pillage : and that, desirous of visiting Per* 
sia and Roum,*" and of taking that opportunky ta 
perform the hadj to Mecca, he should have ac*^ 
companied the Persian army on its return fix>m 
Hindostan, under a promise of protection from 
Nadir, for whom, when indisposed, he had more 
than cmce been called on to prescribe. It ap- 
peared too, that my name and the somewhat pecu* 
liar circumstances of my disgrace had reached hit 
ears, although in the wide range of so extensive 
and crowded a camp, we had not to our know^ 
ledge ever met. The hakeem, more and more 
interested in our concerns, and in the. i^ecovery 
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and welfare of my brother, and not, I believe, dis- 
pleased with my own society, insisted upon my 
taking up my quarters in his house : and I believe 
that my friend the hadjee, although he was pleased 
to remonstrate upon the occasion, felt no great 
objection to this alteration of arrangements. 

The certainty that a favourable change had 
taken place in our affairs^ although for some time 
I did not dare to communicate its extent, pro- 
duced a powerful effect upon my brother's health 
and spirits. His recovery, in fact, became so 
rapid, as to astonish the hakeem ; and after ten 
<foys more had elapsed he could no longer op- 
pose my declared intentioQS of preparing for ouf 
journey to Ispahan* 

As my brother's strength would not as yet adr 
iKut of great or sustained e^jcertion, I was forced to 
provide accordingly; and, slow ais such jpokode of 
^veUing is, I w«s glad to make arrangements fov 
accompanying a caravaa which was proceeding to 
the westwardji at leaat as far as Pamghaun or 
Smxmmmk; from whence I trusted to beixig able 
ta push forward with rapidity to Ispahan. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



THE HAVEN OF REST, 



On the fifteenth day after my arrival from 
Futehabad did we accordingly take leave, with 
many blessings, of the good hakeem ; and sup-^ 
plied with suitable equipage and sufficient mo- 
^^Yf ^y Meerza Jaffeer Allee, quitted Mushed, 
full of impatience and the delightful hope of 
being, in due time, reimited to all upon earth 
that was most dear to us. Evil fortune seemed 
to have become weary of persecuting us: the 
storms were past ; our journey was prosperous ; 
and Noor Mahomed's strength had improved so 
fast upon it, that by the time we reached Las- 
ghird, one stage beyond Semnaun, he declared 
himself equal to the fatigue of leaving the cara- 
van, and of making long marches to Ispahan. 

Leaving therefore the faithful Sitara and our 
baggage in charge of a respectable merchant of 
Cashan, to be forwarded from thence, we quitted 
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the caravan, mounted upon stout horses; and, 
accompanied by only two attendants, took the 
shortest road across the salt desert towards Ispa- 
han; and such good speed did we make, that 
in little more than thirty hours we reached 
Cashan. Here it was necessary to halt for a 
night to refresh our weary horses ; but, mounting 
again upon the morrow, we pressed forwards with 
the augmenting impatience of men who approach 
the goal of their wishes ; and soon after the fol- 
lowing dawn, as we passed the low heights which 
intervene between Moochacor and Grez, the smoke 
of the great city, and its lofty minarets and majes- 
tic domes, became visible above the morning 
vapour. Oh ! with what bounding hearts did 
we view these well-remembered objects ! — ^how 
eagerly, yet tremblingly, did our souls fly on- 
wards to anticipate the events of the next few 
hours ! — ^to the longed-for, yet dreaded moment, 
which nmst end our doubts, and confirm our hap- 
piness or misery ! For, let our most sanguine 
hopes, our best anticipations have been realised 
in the preservation of our families, what might 
not grief and terror, and the anguish of long- 
deferred hope, have effected on the weaker frames 
of those beloved objects, when these same torturing 
emotions had wellnigh subdued even our own 
firmer natures ? But " God is merciful !" ejacu- 
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|ated I mentally ; ^^ he will not a£9[ict his creatumt 
of clay beyond what they ere able to endiure." 

Covered with the duBt of many a weary mile, 
parched with thirsty and ^ck with agitation of 
spirit^ did we at lenglJi reach the gates of Ispa* 
han. And how endless did its rich bazars now 
appear as we traversed their tedious length to 
the caravanserai^ where I expected to gain somie 
intelligence of my friend ! But the happy infiu* 
ence of our destiny was now prevaUing, and for- 
tune seemed resolved to be kind* Among the 
groupes which occupied the front chambers of the 
buildings used by the merchants as shops or 
offices^ one of the first object^ which struck my 
eye was the composed, yet dignified figure of my 
friend Meerza Aboo Talib, fuller a little in person, 
but in other respects unchanged, and scarcely 
exhibiting in his placid countenance a trace of 
the lapse of years ! 

Not so was it with me. Dismounting from my 
horse, I went forward along with Noor Mahomed, 
and placing myself full in his view, sought to 
attract his notice : but so changed had I become 
in face and figure, by hardship and by time, that 
his eye fell upon my person without recognition, 
and then wandered from it as from that of a 
stranger. A moumfol smile passed over my &ce ; 
and I named his name. Starting at the sound, 



he turned again/ and his eye caught wine : but it 
was no Umgcar the yaeaat ghmce of indifference 
that beamed upon my face ; he knew ih6 voice ; 
the truth flashed upon him^ and the next moment 
lie wa« in my arms. His sober^ grave demeanour 
wae all forgotten; and he clasped me to his breast 
like a long-lost mistress. It wzm a delightful mo- 
Vkeikt, but a very unfit place for such recognitionsy 
and he hastily withdrew me into his own mner 
chamber^ where we could give vent to our feeli^s 
without restraint. 

But in the stem age of manhood^ when the 
liours of enthusiasm are past^ such indulgences of 
the feelings are short; and speedily recovering 
OUFselveS; we set more calmly down to gaze upon 
each other. — "And is this truly Ismael?" said 
Aboo Talib; at lengthy half smiling, and half 
mournfully ; — '' is this the handsome beardless 
youth^ the reckless gay gallant, who dreamt of 
little else than the glories and the pleasures of 
existence, in days of yore at Mushed, but whose 
heart was always warmer even than his head ? Can 
this weather-beaten, deep-seamed, sarious, well- 
bearded face, belong to • the careless and light- 
hearted boy, who once saved the poor meerza's 
life from the gripe of the vultures who had clutched 
him? Let me hear his voice once more; — let it 
ikmvince me of thift wondrous change !'' 
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^' Ay, friend," replied I> " it is the same — ^thd 
same hot-headed fool, and inconsiderate dissipated 
rake, whom yom* wisdom tried so hard to reform | 
and whose course would probably have soon beeii 
cut short, had it not been for some sharp lessons 
of which your gravity may remember. These are 
changes which sooner or later come to us all : on 
me, both in person and in circumstances, they 
have wrought with some severity — ay, and in 
mind too; but not in heart, my friend — not in 
gratitude or aflfection to thee. Oh, may there be 
tio worse changes or misfortunes to deplore, than 
those which have already weighed on us so hea* 
vily ! — I dread to ask a question-—" 

** It needs hot, my friend, for I will anticipate 
your wishes : — all is well here : changes you may 
indeed perceive, for grief and almost hopeless 
anguish have been busy ; but they are only such 
changes as have affected yourself: — ^in plain terms, 
your wife and family are well — aU well ; and I, 
bless God, for your sake, that it is in my power 
to tell you so." — " AlhumduUUah ! AlhumduUl- 
lah ! Praise be to the Almighty !" ejaculated I, 
scarce audibly, for my heart was full, and I could 
say no more. — " But there are more than me who 
have cause for gratitude, meerza ; behold my ex- 
cellent brother, who also owes you a second life: — 
this is Noor Mahomed, the husband of my sis- 
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ter:" and there needed no more to one who had 
preserved that sister, and who had now received 
her husband Uke another brother* 

"And now, friend, forgive the impatience of 
husbands — of fathers : we would see these objectsi 
of our love which your zeal has preserved to us." 
— '^ And you shall see them ; but be prudent t 
remember surprises, even joyful ones, may be 
dangerous. Suffer a little preparation ; for re- 
number that this is the first intimation we hav^ 
had even of your existence." 

"You maybe right, my friend; but in the name 
of God let it be done immediately ! We are jealous 
of time ; too much has already been lost : — inform 
us where they are." — " Not far from hence," said 
the meerza, " at my house ; or rather in a sepa- 
rate dwelling communicating with my own. My 
wife is their constant companion, and they love 
each other like sisters. Zulfah is indeed more 
lively than your pensive Shireen ; but your sister 
has a spirit that would support them all ; and yet 
so feeling, so affectionate ! To say the truth, how- 
ever, I know these ladies rather by the report of 
my own wife than from any personal acquaint- 
)ance ; for you will readily believe me when I tell 
you that I have been to the full as scrupulous in 
all requisite intercourse with them as had they 
been under your own charge and care: in my 
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pi^eixce they ha/ve always becai T^led:'^— but come^ 
let mA proceed to my house/' 

No sooner were we seated m the meerza'a 
khelwut than he left us to prepare our fiuooilies 
for the joyful surprise which awaited them. But ii 
is not always that the actions of others can be re- 
gulated by our own prudence; and there is a 
magical expansire odour in good tidings, which 
is apt to exhale and fly about most unaccountably^ 
however carefully we seek to confine it. Scarce 
had we reached the house before some obscure 
rumour was conveyed to liie underoon, which set 
it in a ferment. Even where we were seated we 
could hear female exclamations and the pattering 
about of many female feet; and ihe meerza soon 
returned, lifting up his hands in despiur at his 
defeated precautions. ** Strange beii^, women, 
my friend V* said he : ^^ it is all over ; but the mis* 
chief is less than I dreaded: excess of joy is bear* 
able it seems. Enter then, and complete the hap- 
jnness your arrival has brought with it.'' 

Dizzy and sick with agitation, I saw not where 
they led me, until the opening of a door and the 
lifting of a curtain apprised me that I had reached 
the room. A mist overspread my eyes. Iremembcar 
the figure of a woman seated upon a carpet, with 
some children about her. I recollect a shiiek of joy 
and the clasping of arms around my neck : but I 
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inember no more ; for excitement imd&tigae wera 
too much for me : my bvaia reeled, and I fainted. 

The swoon, howeTcr, was but momentary. I 
looked up, and saw hanging over me, with looks 
in which joy and apprehension were still blended, 
the countenance of my own fieiithful and dear 
Shireen ; changed indeed, and faded from its 
bloom, for care and sorrow had worn deep traces 
in her cheeks ; her eye was sunk, and her visage 
pale and emaciated; but still it beamed upon me 
with the love and tenderness of eai*ly days ; and 
that one glance assured me of what I never 
doubted, that in heart and soul she was unaltered 
and the same. A little boy clung to the skirts of 
her garment : a lovely girl and two beautiful boys 
of more advanced years stood grouped together 
neaup her, in attitudes of surprise and concern. 

The mild eyes of Shireen met mine as they 
opened, and the beam of delight revived in them. 
^' Ismael ! Ismael ! at last then thou art restored 
to me !" exclaimed she, as she met my ardent 
embrace. But to dwell upon such scenes is 
ndther fitting nor convenient: it is sufficient to 
say I was repaid for all my toils, and forgot all 
my misfortunes ! 



'^ But how, in the name of Allah ! did it happen 
that you were so opportunely on the spot to assist 
these helpless ones?'' said I to the meerza, after 
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the first flush of agitation and joy was past^ and 
my brother and myself were snugly seated with 
him in his khelwut. " Your passion for travelling 
has^ as I think, abated ; and there can be no mo- 
tive for your visiting Mushed, surely, like that 
which was the means of bringing us first ac- 
quainted there." 

" You are right, indeed," replied the meerza, 
smiling: " I seldom travel now; and my journey 
to Mushed, although it proved the means of ful- 
filling the inscrutable purposes of Providence, 
originated in nothing either miraculous or extra- 
ordinary. The recovery of a large parcel of goods, 
seized, as I understood, by order of the governor 
of Khorasan, joined to some objects of lesser con- 
sequence, led me to the holy city. Doubtless it 
was the recollection of those early days, and of 
the hours which had been passed in your society 
there, which gave a colour to my nightly visions; 
for nothing could I dream of but Ismael, as I then 
remembered him, young, brave, ardent, and so 
buoyant in spirit ! 

^^ Some time had elapsed, and my business was 
drawing to a close, when one day passing down 
the lane in which your house stood, although little 
was I then aware of that fact, I remarked a party 
of the prince's officers and attendants proceeding 
evidently upon some official duty. Such occur- 
rences had unfortunately become too common in 
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Mushed to occasion any powerful sensation ; but^ 
I know not how it was, observing them to halt at 
the door of a house, I was induced to inquire at 
one of the gazing crowd if he could inform me 
whose dwelling it might be that was about to be 
so visited. The reply electrified me; for it de- 
scribed you so well by name, character, rank, and 
Occupation, that not a doubt was left upon my 
mind of your being the person whose family and 
property were about to suffer. 

" Absent, and at a distance from your family, as 
I knew you to be, I could not imagine what so 
tiireatening a visit could mean; but well ac^ 
quainted with the talisman which has so magical 
an operation on all such slaves of a despot, I made 
ao hesitation in applying it, and contrived by its 
means to transmute a most gruff rascal of a nas- 
dakchee into a mighty civil person: and he in^ 
formed me that Ismael Khan having been disgraced 
and driven from the army, denuded of his govern- 
ments, offices, and commands, and his goods being 
confiscated to the crown, the prince was of opinion 
that the sentence could not be considered as com- 
pleted without care being taken that all his pro-' 
perty in Mushed and in Karaboulagh should 
follow the fate of that which had been seized in 
the camp; and that his family, like those of others 
in Uke situations, should be turned adrift, or given 
lip, if they were worth it, to the officers of the 
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crown^ ais a reward for their zeal in perfimning 
this duty. 

^^ It wa6 not wil^ut difficulty ^t I eonstrai^sed 
myself wUle listeniag to hitk ammiiit ; bttt I ham 
lived to know that restraint upon the impulses of 
fedlingy as wdl as of passuDn, is important for thofl« 
who desire to succeed in life. To s^ve ycnur 
fiumly at any expense wa% yoa may behoTe, mjp 
inie^ant resolution ; butt it was no easy matter to 
^determine^ in a moment, hc^ that might best b^ 
effected. While the nassakchees and furodies were 
making their way into the premises, which they 
did with very little ceremony, I qucstioDed tfa^ 
leader as to his knowledge of this Ismael Khan, 
whose £stmily and property were to be so nncese^ 
moniously devoted to destruction.. The nasK 
sakchee acknowledged that he was a br»ve Si^diar, 
and an officer generally esteemed ; a great fatvoiorita 
with the shah ; and that every one was much «srv 
prised to hear of his disgrace. ^ I shoidd aa 
soon,' said he, * have expected to hear of Thamfrv 
seb Khan Jalloyer getting into a scrape.' 

^^ ' Well, then,' said I, ^ may not this work be 
somewhat pmnatene ? — say not the shah xdcot, 
do you think, and receive this Ismael Khan into 
&vour again ? And if he does, I supeet he will 
scarcely thank you for such precipiStation.'— ^ His 
all very true,' replied the naasakchee; ^ bul^ 
che me kumimf — what can I do ?-^it i& not my 
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buinniess* I only obey the fsrince's orders.^-** 
' FU teU you wK&t to do,* said I r ^ yoa seem aQ 
lioneBl> good^atmred feUo^w*' (a grafiEer looking 
dog, by the way» I nerer snw) ; ' the khaa can have 
no young daughters fit for the prince's harem; 
nd as for marned. wooden^ whBit cares he about 
them, you know ? Let the h^maci and furniture 
go to the devil or to the prince ; but let the poor 
iunily alone. I wiU take them off your hands, 
and pay you well for theiia. Yoa will then have 
eiedU with the prmce for having done your duty ; 
yoti will have a good friend in the khan, if he 
should come into favour again; and gain a good 
bnip of money isto the bargain. — ^What say you?' 
^By this tkiie the eiriefi of the womeob began ta be 
hoard. * If these ladies ajre insulted/ sai<i I, 
' ottr bargain is al an end. If they are delivered 
to me wi A their veils on, untouched and unseen, 
with all tiie children, I give yoa so much in hard 
cash.' Another cry or two quicketed the man's 
dedsioa. ^ Chushm!' said he, ^ be it so; 
'I shall send for the tucht-eriowansy''^ as if 
they were wanted to convey the women to the 
prince's harem, and they shall follow your orders : 
w^but when am I to have the money ? for by the 
head of Allee, if you think to dieat me, you had 
better bum your father !* — * Let the tucht-e- 
rowans accompany me ; and let any one you caa 

• LkteM. 
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depend upon go along with them: — ^he shall bring 
you the money/—' Good/ replied he ; ' and 
now let us see about the women, for my fellows 
are something of the roughest, and none of the 
slowest neither.' 

**In we went, audit was fall time; for so expert 
were these fulfiUers of the law, or rather of the 
prince's pleasure, that scarce a r^ or an utensil 
remained in its place. Every thing was stript 
bare ; and the ladies and children, huddled trem- 
bUng into an inner room, were every moment 
expecting to feel the rough grasp of the brutal 
furoshes. At that moment the appearance of 
the nassakchee, although little calculated to 
quiet their alarms, was the signal of safety. ' So ! 
ladies,' exclaimed his rough voice, * fear nothing; 
—calm yourselves ; no evil shall befall you. Here, 
you fellows ! turn out, — let alone this room until 
the ladies have quitted it. Respect the property 
of the prince/ 

*' A shriek burst fix>m all the females at this fear* 
ful annunciation ; but stepping up to them myself, 
I begged them to tranquilUse their terrors, for 
that so far from going to the prince's harem, the 
nassakchee's words were but a blind to his men* 
* A friend of Ismael Khan's watches over you,' I 
continued ; ' and the litters are at hand which 
will convey you to an asylum where you shall 
rest in peace until he comes to claim you.' 
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'^ By the time the Utters came the business wa$ 
over. The house, stripped of every thing, looked 
like a ruin ; even of the ladies' apparel scarcely a 
Bhred was saved ; so that the nassakchee himself 
wafi enabled to convey my chaises to my lodg^ 
ings, and receive with his own hands his stipulated 
reward. ' Ay/ said he as he clutched the gold, 
^ this is what I call punctuality in business ; — 
give with one hand and take with the other : — ^no 
credit for me. — ^Well, you are an honest gentle- 
man, and I care not how often we deal.' Oh, how 
willingly — ^how thankfully was the money paid ! 
and how rejoiced was I to see him and his litters 
move off, well satisfied with his day's work ! 

" You may beUeve that it cost me no small 
pains to soothe your wife and sister, and to dispose 
them to resignation under their misfortune. But 
the evil they had escaped was so terrible, that 
their distress was greatly lost in gratitude and 
thankfulness. Deep anxiety and misery for the 
dubious fate of their husbands, it is true, tor- 
mented them ; but I made it my business to 
cherish every hope, and represented that the re- 
ports of evil news are always exaggerated, and 
that doubtless the two brave brothers would 
speedily return in the renewed favour and good 
report of their noble master. 

Their experience of my conduct soon estab- 
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lished a confidence in my mtegrity ; and your 
wife was indooed to request say aid in arranging 
8o^me mattetd o<mnected with ker hnsbaad's inter- 
est. It waB then^ that considering the duince of 
tthiK>6t certain loss^ unless immediate steps were 
taken to prevent it> she confided to me the secrets 
of the various valuable deposits^ which you, 
Ismael^ had made^ and which t reserved to at- 
tempt recovering, in order to add to the property 
which I already held in trust for you. The con* 
dition of your pillaged house, deserted, and al- 
most ruinous, presented no obstacle to recovering 
the money buried there. But, desirous of afford*^ 
ing you some hope, I left in its room a paper con^ 
taining such a clue, as, in case of your coming to 
the spot, might lead you to seek a solution of your 
difficulties from me or from my agents ; but not 
of a nature so explicit as to afford to any stranger 
the means of tracing me or your rescued families. 
'^ To gain possession of the deposit in your castle 
at Futehabad was a more difficult and hazardous 
matter ; but I succeeded in it by means of a little 
address : and, believing that it was more remote 
from the chances of discovery by others than the 
position of your town deposit, I wrote what I 
meant to be a plainer intimation of my interfer- 
ence in your affairs, and deposited the scroll in 
place of the abstracted gold. Of the acknow- 
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ledgmentB for money knt whieh you left with 
your wifey only one was preserved ; and it was 
honestly paid. To have attempted recoTering tlie 
l^emainder "without vouchers or witnesses would 
certainly have been useless, and might have been 
dangerous ; the money therefore was abandoned ; 
and we contented ourselves with our partial suc- 
cess. 

" But the residence of a rapacious and arbitrary 
prince was not a fitting sojourn for a peaceful 
merchant, with a charge so precious as that which 
had devolved upon me. My business was speedily 
brought to a conclusion ; and, having left strict in- 
junctions with my agents to spare neither trouble 
nor expense in obtaining information of your fate, 
my dear Ismael, I joined the first caravan, and 
transferred the whole of your family, along with 
myself, in safety to Ispahan, where I was infinitely 
better able to provide for their protection and 
comfort. Of my agents in Mushed, one is since 
dead : the other, an honesty but formal and aged 
person, has, I fear, rather neglected the urgent 
instructions I left with him concerning you ; but 
considering the length of time which has elapsed 
since your misfortune, and the obscure way in 
which you at last did reach the sacred city, per- 
haps less blame may be imputable to him tlian I 
have been inclined to lay to his charge. Thanks 
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be to Heaven you are at length restored to ug i 
Longy long, have we prayed for your approach :— r 
long has your place been vacant; and rejoiced,— r» 
truly, heartily rejoiced am I, to see you oncQ 
more safe beneath my roof," 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



RESTLESSNESS. 



For full eighteen months did Noor Mahomed 
and myself with our families enjoy the perfection 
of repose and happiness under the hospitable roof 
of our invaluable friend Meerza Aboo Talib. At 
one time would that most considerate host, anxious 
to divert our minds from dwelling on the past^ 
carry us with him to a deUghtful property and 
vUlage which he possessed on the plain of Ko- 
meishah, near the Goombuz-e-shah Reza, where 
hunting and hawking^ and all the amusements of 
the country were to be enjoyed in perfection. At 
another^ we loitered in the quiet retirement and 
rich verdure of a garden and eywan,* near Ispa- 
han itself, where cool shady trees and streams of 
clear water deUghted the eye and refreshed the 
feofes. And often, also, did we prefer regaling 

* A kind of gsrdM or jimumr^oQBo. 
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ourselves with the BociAtyoftouT-^ host (imd/Jiis 
select friends^ in hia spacious {^od eomfortftble 
residence within the walls of the tapited,.o?!lire 
amused ourselves with the endless vari^y iitiijtth 
that capital proverbially yields, >•(•£' 

But pleasure itself will satiate if unpurcha9ed 
by toil; — ^the mind will not loosely cast awjay»i^ 
habitSy as the body does its garments. A lifet<of 
enervating sloth,- however free from care or ,pMa, 
could not long content those whose day^.I^^ 
been spent in eiiej^getic action and hi^ ^sjoii^ 
ment. You cannot tame theitiger or the waU'^M 
shepherds train their cwrs, or hunters their hoMi^y 
to do their pleasure : and although to men iRr^rn 
out with misfortunes an imterval of repof^e might 
be delightful, that ardent love of ienterprize^ 'and 
action, which had been nursed m the camp o£ a 
conqueror, in marches^ and in battles, in struggles 
and- in victories for so many years^ broke otiJt.«t 
last, and before the expiration of a twelvemonth,' 
Noor Mahomed and myself were languishing' for 
the perils and the pleasures of our former ani- 
mated life. 

^^ I feared it, and foresaw it,'' said the meena, 
shaking his head more sadly than repioaehfidly^ 
when one day I confessed to .him my feelings*; f/ I 
never believed that "active ^restless spirit of y^lurs 
would lopg remain satisfied with Aranqiollity; i . filit, 
after all, what is it you would propose^ my friend ? 



^^WbateftH yott d(v?-^Wirithef can you go ?-^The 

yp^er^BXid the name of your late mighty master 

3jBib aU^tlie Eaiert^ Affghanifttan is conquered — 

fialkhj( 'Bodkhasra and Khawrezm have been 8ui> 

dued. The sultaun of Roum contends no longer ; 

>6f6n the^khan cf Bxissia is content to withdraw 

"fi:dm''the<'dominion8 of Persia, and to keep the 

-'f>ea(ee ^ward6 its indomitable ruler. The armies 

"Af-'NaBdir have absorbed every independent chief, 

^ni^the'^ean swallows' up the rivers of the earth ; 

^^iM-they^isweep through the k&d, crushing down 

^%vfery'hiBad that ; lifts* itself but a little :— whither 

^Ahnu > » w«idd you go ?-^^hat service would you 

i«eekr'« 

<j0;ji1f' Hiaty my friend, is my real and only diffi- 

"oitl^'^l would not oflPer my sword, where it must 

be drawn against those with whom I have fought 

"i^ft a- brother* - And who is there in Iraun whose 

^Italt- 1 could choose to accept ? In very deed my 

hmift dces'Ianguish after my former life y — ay, and 

'A>rrjti(y old master ; for where, after all, is there 

/ime 80= worthy ? Stem, harsh, cruel, sometimes 

unjust, he may be ; but how brave, how exalted, 

4locW'8up<lteiaAiiiently gifted ! With what majesty 

.^oitid^ipO^^i^^does^hisTi^ look quell the proudest 

1 6f the:^ildren.of clay, aikl silence their murmurs ! 

^Tllfifi iti^^be^r -almost -to be smitten by his hand 

it&n»t6-Wk «i 4iie ftivour of any other chief. 
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What aire thef "toHim'^i-DYot'to-ifaei itofs ^ 
heaven!^"" •■'' ' -^ rir*7^>:. ..t f-»>.|:.':-;trii . -.. i 

*' Is it pOotMeri^f <«claimied' tke Bioemu 
'' Does th^ gik^de a/|«li«sryll& ad blM 
then; myfi4end/'tii i&l odwr ccd»idcTa^^ oren 
to self*re»pect> self^teraii^ iand 1^ i«elfiuteo%oiir 
family, tlxat for its sake yctu fTould agaiBv^xpott 
yoQTBelf fd indidts^and HMttrages mtdk wi(^ii{li»re 
suffered?^- ■ ^^ -" -'^ ^' ' '> '■•. ^.'rer'.-.* 

^^ Why/ to say tk^ trutii^ inseitH, cm 'tcMil ae- 
flectkm; I am not <fiipfiDi^ to Hf thernrdtsftaif iqy 
misfortunes' to tb6 clki^of NudikT; • IfinxDiie ^bOt 
his crisafCtif es^^ lil« t(>dn£>^k«ii offii&oim. / TherBniite 
Reza Koolee adsaredly wsted tipohiim x^wnaaupio* 
rity, and fromtkevkitpulsR^ 6f h^Dv^d veol^inDcijpl^ 

tremfti^s (imder wtiKsk ^y fyxsiil^(haghi>haafil bi^*- 
f^ri^. YiBt as t(0 haMfdiii^iiafiy wntnlxtiEff^ 
entetmg* tbe«er?ice, l^&in tM3ilimad'egbotigkA> tiiink 
of it: let thistt content yoi:k-^^Bat:«Aai(^i tor be 
do«e ?--4naetr?t(^ I oamxot nsmtetini:>il slMinM^^^cme 
t<>^d<3atUtfk^ih0p«iit^p.i!gd6€bi'^ S ^ lir^^n -t 

as 1^ tittle' irot^ o1n Anir ia^^impidieiiae^iufeaised. 
It TViH^ n^oK^* ^yfter^^dl^ ^ tiieae ^tfaat/ atililUngc/in 
tuet^ idtebdi^ Ittt^ -a teaittvanBetraiy fraqfacmteAjby 
passehgigrs froa^- Y«^/1i uHlal^teMTtiiei ajridvial^«f 
a bafilfiih from ^at tifiy, ttttd «tfti<Mi|^tfaeni ofaaerved 
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iome perscBis wh»m Jl^JiiyL' lUK^wn ^9i meanii? or 
secretariefi, attached to certaia department)^ of the 
many, on its return from Hmdostan*^ 

Gr? £Bg ibtm. the saiiita(ti(Bi of peaee^ and claiining 
ftcfpaiatance widi theni as fieJlow-campftiguerSy I 
inquired fiom whence ibey bad come^ igod whither 
they were going? — ^^ Yott have lately left the 
Mmy of the kiogy i^o dovibt % — whe^ may it b^ at 
present, and what is his majesty about V'^* Oh,r 
as ibr the shah meA hts army, we h&ve long since 
quitted them^ The csmip> vfm no Ignger a place 
tat 2L maen' without a s?rord ; an^ even some of 
4I1066 who wore thdm had more than enough to do 
m presfimogi fill the; vordiuiiry siembers of their 
'hddy. > As ta. the army^ they believed it was 
chiefly empldyed in repressing disturbcmces,, and 
quelling the rebeUions Wihich ware daily breaking 
out in Khorasan, BalHh^and those border districts. 
'But the shah's temper had become so furious. 
Jus dispositions so sanguinajry, and his exactions so 
inordinate^ that it was rather matter of wonder 
die rcTolt had nob become more general, than that 
it should ccmtinue to employ the troops as it did.'* 

I Qould no^suppress a sigh at tins melancholy ac- 
count of my once generous and equitable master ; 
mid^tfoadexed at the mysterious wfi^ys of Providence, 
^whidb pernutted t^teiiis of ^ higJii an ofder to be* 
eoneinstnmientSiOf nm w/i fom^xy, rather than 
of fffosperity and h^piness to mankind. lu re- 
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ply to my first qtnestiofn^^ theyinfiimied 
tbey had jiist cotbie from Heir^t, attd- dvensif ufNtt: 
their way to Baghdad^ where thi^ int^&dsdJto'Tiiffilf 
the sacred durgahs of Kerbelah and: Mmdaadu^ 
AUee ; from thence they fiirther proposed < to . oonu»: 
mence their devotional journey^ by makings thse 
badj or-pilgrimage to Mecca. • j:- m -,.{:< 

The pilgrimage to Mecca } thought : i :-* ^ouk ' 
should not' every good Mussulman perfortnittUflr 
pilgrimage once in his life? — ^And whenicah^: 
better do so than now/ when my time 'isoodtj?^ ipa; 
much at my own disposal^ and my heahh' i^pirr 
feet? Enough! I will accompany tiiese^p^'; 
grims; and who canidU what may hap{ieit'iir.^ni}i 
absence^ or what may cast up in my Very.patk 
to yield me fitting employment? Ate alLniv^Kti* 
I shall gratify my love of seeing BtrMtge^iooun^. 
tries, and perform an act of religion wiiiohalwajcf 
carries with it n blessing. U 

I lost no time in communieatiiig tins 4dei^ ^ 
my fiiend the meerza as well as to my bn>therfiii< 
law, Noor Ms^med. The former sigJted,- bull 
had too much discretion to vemioniKTate.' '^ Hie 
latter immediately and eaaiaestly solicited pennisK: 
sion to accompany me; a proposal by< which ^is 
wfts too much gratified to think of pesistiiigi. ;ii^ 
w$u^'ft\))n^)o>«lr^lmei$4hat iour projert metithe^noilp 
serious ^^)))fiositioiK Muckias'ldi6y.'haidr(8iifenBA 
during our lei^thened absence with thq army, a,nd 



Mri)>^o«9i (ftdventareis f£i^i.^t6i^ ^y: tlie^, 
certainly wast no .roopii {<m ^t(msi}[ifr)^ f^t^^l^.. 
deprecating' die lesn t o£ oUr p^^);tect»Qn. ta^ ^efiQii^j 
time; nor was er&a Ibe/imeerza-^ g^ner^u^^^icl^f ; 
ralicNiy tliat. he ni^ver rv^uld suffer tbem,tp ha^re^ 
another • asylum while i he had a hops&vta%shjel^tF; 
them^ sufficient to pacify ^their uneasiness. .1?^ 
matter was however, resolved upon^ so^ haying 
coBipleted th^e few needfiil arrangement!^ Jor^lj^y-? 
iBg home, we once mo^e^.topk leave of ouc-^ri^ud , 
aiud fiEonilieSy^and reeoiruyjtenced^pur trayels.f , tr 

?lt) is not my intentLon 10: enter into a detail ,^{ 
&e J events of .^tbiSvOur ;lei^thened pilglimagf;^ 
aHhongk these zntghtw^ afford matter &£|t po^'%'/ 
vciamA.' I mean not:4^ describe .the mgl^ity. 
Baj^idad; onto the seai. of leamiqg and. j9f pQit^r^- 
the. mistress :Gf .the .;Eiist, b^triding. the npjbr^r, 
Ti8ris>and:rich ixidhrineai.»iaiisQleui<i$,iaid i^^ 
dressahs. The holy shi:ii;kea of ^Kerb^h^^^li 
Nnjjiff Allee, witii the fair and populous ^itieu| $Qf 
Mosul, Oi&y and Aleppo^ together . ynih. tj^e^ , ;ne^ 
md far*£Kmed Bamascus, its £ur. 9pii9&ding^laj^i^ 
and: its. enchaajdog gardens, shall be po^^cjt 
by;me.i]i> dilence^ il^^faall :not dwell n^pou:^^ 
UNQgaiid painfuljpan^ey t^rioughjtbe de^er^i ^^ 
tiie cittioua i<cgtdatioQ^ ofi the pr^giouiPricai'^^Of 
likkdi, like. a usttgbiif -anuy^ prooe^ feriodioaUy 
fi0Di»DamaaQua>iuiderit8imcifi(r-h{^i ptA^sm^v^^p^ 
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like a^fueralj^directa^ t]^l^, w»;i{^m^t»> <^ 

^wi^ldj body untU ;it readies it3 4«8*i»^wp*v^^i ,., 

It will pUfice for all present, purpoi^^^ ^ 9ffff 
ttMti we anived^ &tigpedy but. in sa^y^ aijip^e 
holy citieft of Medina and Mecca;; per&HCDied with 
the zeal oS good pilgrims and Mussnlmims evj^ 
fitting. rite and ceremony of religion; ^ye^jsfieii 
alme as poor soldiers might a^ord to tj[iev;^bciQi^ 
and their khadmns; and then, equally desiFOUS 
to avoid the toilsome and miinteiecitii]^ Joiiaiey 
homewards by the carayan, as to .expioi:e^,^,frec^ 
tract of comitry^ we trarelli^ cm to |4^khi^^ ^m 
thence, embadsing on an Arab Ye8seV,V9«tn,d. fo 
Muscat^ after mnch delay and no imxmai^eis^e 
peril both by water and by .land, we recked tbmt 
barren and scorching place. Sooqf. afterwa]rdf(, 
having met with a favourable oppcKstj^nity^, an 
board of a ship, commanded by. a Frank c^pt^jn, 
we gladly availed ourselves of it to be set on 
8hcn*e at Bunder Abbassee, where once more we 
greeted tbeweU-beloved land of &ir In^un, after 
an absence of nearly two years* 

Once upon Persian ground tjbe remainder of 
our journey did not delay us long« A few^ days 
served to refresh us. after our toils.; and we then 
lost no time in reaching, the,gr^ i pity,, wbere i^ 
found omr fiuoilies and ^^e^^ jn, Ijealtk^l^d coqir 
fort: nor lutd aoy ^^Mw^ (^Yi9i^ qc9^^ 
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Our absence to disturb their tranquillity. Doubt* 
lifes diicH' c^lm" and li4py' impose, t&tmgh the 
mercy dTiln^j Was in ho'small degt^ ^ofaioted 
by the pious pta^ers vAiich wfe rejgtiiarly p\ii up 
ddring odr lengthened' pilgrimage ; ^bd having 
inside due and liberal distribution c^f alifis; in gra- 
titude for so much of the Almighty favour, we 
i>ecame hcmoured among our friendly tvith the title 
of'hadjee, and obtain^ no inconsiderable iame 
iik (ionsequenc^ of 6ur long and Varioui^ tiuvels. 

The charms of affection and the enjoytntots of 
fiitoidShip, united to the comfortas of affluent 
thLnquilliti^ after our long and arduous peregrina^- 
tlons, might possibly have detdned Noor Maho-^ 
nkd aild myself for sotiae time' at Ispahan ; but 
tii6 had resblved that ^e should once riiore re- 
sunie our share of active <luty in this bustling 
<<rorld. Our time for this had cbme, aad ' *m 
unlooked-for incident, whicK I will here relate, 
proved the means of thus changing again the 
colour of our lives. 

' The heats of suminfer had begun to be felt in 
the city, and many whoin business did not detain 
within its walk had removed tathe c6oler cKtnate 
of the mountains around, aihong the Tecessis x>f 
which, in tents, or small temporary habitiLti6ns, 
tliey eiijoy^' the fresh airHahd cool springs- wKJch 
thfese ifibrd- Wobr Mahdindd'tind iteys^-^ttong 
the ifesi; utore^trtttided by btkSfae^ hAd h*en'up 
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oitr abode with a few attehdottte lii^Me^df^fBft 
mountaitts near the Koh-e-mird, frjcwSii wil^^^^ 
made expeditions into the desert ♦vaHtei amoiig^ftK 
Bnehtiare^ mountains, in order to hunt tHie^'gatrf^ 
khu s and antelopes which are ftiere to be foiitidf' 

As these animals are by far too strong isind sM^ 
of foot to be overtaken by any singlie horsemtuTy 
however well mounted, or by the fleel^t-^Sc^ 
which first get sight of them, it is custotnlEiry'Whte 
they are discovered feeditig in a partionlur platfe 
to send forward parties of huntsmen land dogsT'lIb 
be stationed at the different passes by whi<*h ttey 
usually escape from the ground. This»'beS8iig 
done> when those who rouse the game, 'a fid i^A6> 
take care to give it a direction towards the* p^ttici^ 
\^here the relays have been stationed, tfi'^ ')^- 
hansted by the rapid burst, the chase is tttkeH uj) 
and continued by the fresh himtsmen, ul^t ' (it 
length the animal is run down and killed. -^Il^ 
<^redible distances are in this way often travei^^ 
by the game and its hunters ; the first of whbUi 
can know nothing of its fate xmtil the iretiurA^^of 
their more distant compamoiB, their own hoi«eis 
beiwg for the most part completely out'-fop^iithM 
at an early period of the ehas^. ' ' -*^^ 

One day during un e]f{)@ditk)A of t&ss naltfi^, 
a herd of seven ^onr-kfaa/rs hUffngbe^sr dfaselhr^ 
itt ft^malt v'sdley «b0ii<^a i^rbtu^ ahd ftih^llf 4f^fti 
our lei^> «te hkl '4kmcikAH^b^(xi2V^hQ mku^^^ty 



4istHrbQd>,, th^y^ arac^- lapl tc$ quit timft^hr. 
v0urite.feadmgrpl^6S4> and paitut^. wetre iafttantily 
d^patched to the /several, passes i which /thc^ 
wfire likely to tal^e whea* ^.lacmed. Being d^' 
ai^ous of coming in at .the terminc^ion o£.:the 
course, I set off early in the morniBg to take the 
adiTfanced position^ whioh I occupied with a brace 
i^ifleet Arabian dog6y.and two attendants^ oiie of 
whom was constantly employed in watching )the 
^proach of the expected 'gam«. 
cr 1 (From some cause or other, < the . first > pavty did 
x^.take the field so^ early as had been intehdfMl:; 
c^ so long did we wait at our pass^ that I con- 
idudedthe animals had brdke by some other. way> 
and was conaideiiing^ whether it might not be^weU 
to return towards our. quarters before, the daibatesf 
^should .render, thai return uncomfortaUy . hasaav^ 
dous : still, as no messenger had. arrived, to release 
%OB, I was unwilling to quit my post; and, in fiict^ 
Just as the sun was sinking in the west, .tfae.({elooH 
tdsur who watched upon the rock above me,. gaVMOOr 
jdce that he could see the chase comi&g gallai$l)y 
<<m^ fi>llowed by a Yery stragghng train ctf hors^nieiii. 
Instantly mountiog^.^e goi upon. the ground; 
%lldan leds timor.teainmiutessafwiiiireof Iheliittited 
jjpknals covered T with ^Nvctal^^an^ diist> ftnA^ad it 
v^e^med^ akeady h^g^ pressed^ tomti isw^fia^ f>a8t 
vvfsfovei^jUie osu)grgrt]|ubdv')9^ i^e Bf^'§£ ^the 
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palktiBg and y^aki^m dogti ta«i paUhBa^estmff, 
came on &e laggmg> Varied >hQirttiingfti' ■- mojc ao^ 
ment the ankials had takoiBu^the ligbtilaiie&lioii 
we fllij^Ded our doge ^ and followed ifayr Mo ler* 
▼ants> off we set at speed, ^ooouAdbiandng.t^ 
hunt behind ua, while oiUr iredi doga ptesaed hard 
upon the haunches of the flying goiti>khu3Riw' « • '• 

But fresh enemies seemed cuAj to iilsjnre dsem 
with fresh vigour ; gathering themselves up, ^as 
does a horse at speed, when he reeei^iies a pMnsr- 
ful hint from the lash, and casting a single side- 
long look at their new pursuen^ the- creatures 
launched out afresh, and with outstretched tails 
and wide-spread nostrils, threw 4heir slender 
forms and agile limbs at full stretob o/tar the 
ground ; and but that now and then^ as they 
crossed a gravelly space, the' stones^ and sand 
were scattered in showers from th^ir hoofs, it 
might have seemed as if they rather flew than 
touched the soil with their feet. 

Away they skimmed, and away scampered we as 
close as we could stick behind them^ standing for- 
ward in our saddles, while far in fi^nt our light 
spears protended, ready to pierce the first unhappy 
animal which might stumble through fitttgue or be 
pulled down by the dogs jand thusdid miles disap- 
pear, and rocks and fiioontains flew backwardt; 
and the ^ro«id^ dknf itad iadistiiici, seemed to flit 
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from bcttisitli us in oiir.^rapid conrB^^ .while out 
isyes, straining earnestly towards- the rtPbjl^tfi of 
our pdrsoiti saw nothing else than them. 

While thus wholly intent upon the chase, hav- 
ing distanced my two attendants, the dogs and 
gour«khurs turned sharp round the cdmer o£ a 
hill, which gave the valley another direction, and 
following close at their heels, my eyes were 
attracted to the appearance of a numerous ca?val- 
cade, engaged, as it seemed, in a similar pursuit 
with ourselves. Some ten or fifteen well-mounted 
horsemen wer« riding at speed, from the opposite 
side of the valley, followed at a considerable dis- 
tance by a still more numerous though less stoutly 
mounted train. 

Eager in pursuit of my own game, I paid them 
little attention ; but their sudden aj^arance 
alarming the gour-*khurs, caused them to. change 
direction, and aS they scoured, turning to the 
left, followed by the whole of the stranger horse- 
men. Away we all galloped, helter-skelter ; but 
very soon the greater niunber began to lag behind, 
until at length a single horseman and myself were 
far a-head of the whole field, and not very distant 
from the wearied animals. 

The rapidity of our motion from the first ap- 
pearance of the. gour^khurs until the junctioii of 
the strangers ill the chase was so prodigious, that 
ahbough no long time had been expended, the 
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di^t«ii€a gom was very gpa%t,j. ;^fiA:iiff^i^ .ftdijl 
now^ when men, horses^ and cbm^B werp Aog^v^^ 
that it became evident we should ^f^^H^th^^^. 
tanced by the failing light. But what jtha ^y^iilk 
of the hunt might have been cannot be said^:^0]i.it 
was brought to a speedy conclusion. The strange^^ 
horse in scrambling through a 8{)ot whi^e 9^ little 
rill of water was absorbed by some rough spoi^gj^ 
ground, plunged into a hole and snapt one.iof it& 
forerlegs; and down came man and .hoarse ip.j^ 
moment, rolUng over and over fo;: som^ dist^MK^i 
from the impulse of their onward motion^ i-i ■ ,-„» 

The sight of this catastrophe, made. me^Oi^t^a))!^. 
pull up. I thought the strangqr mu^t .bQiJallBd ; 
and concerned for the fate of so gall|bnt;j9L^ cajra^ri 
I sprung from my own panting hprsQi iemd J^w^to 
th^ fallen horseman, who lay nrotipples^Btunoe^) 
if not dead, upon the ground. - Raising J^um .iipj 
aijid {dacii^ him upon a bit of dry turf^ X: e^miaef} 
his. person; no obvious injury had been^ustflMn§^ 
for the ground on which he had fallen. was ,8oft» 
I brought, a little water from the rill, and sp^dnkl^ 
it upon his face: its freshness appeared to.^evive 
him a, little; and wiping the dust and m^d from 
his brow, I bathed it in the cool stream. . ,j ...:,.^ 

At length a tremour pery^d^d his limbs j }^ 
stre]^hed ,out hi3 arms ^^ .felt Jjbput; hin^^HMid 
visji^op, retup[^p4 gi:ad>^aUy. ,to ^hjs, ba^f-cto^^ ^y^n^ 

IJ^ ?^Hre4,,w>Pn4>o>:^^ amazeij^^ 



c^ttftsed' and dttbteiid^'%irf^tWin Sri 'afcc^fits- bf 
rsafeer inftptttient suirprise'd6ibahded>" Where', inf 
Afe devil's name, have we got to now? Who have 
we hene? Hussan! Gholaum AUee! Salottr Beg! 
where are ye all, rascals?'* — ^^ Good,*' replied I; 
'^il'am happy to hear you can speak, sir: all is 
wdl, Ihope; but your attendants have not come 
up yet : you had outridden them all. But have 
you no hurt?" — " Hurt? why, I do feel cursedly 
8^d6k, to be sure ; but how ?-«-k>h, ay, I rcftnem- 
ber; but where is my horse? Where are those 
eobfounded gour-khurs ?'» « 

■** Your horse, sir, I fear is past riding now : it 
is hicky his master has escaped so well: and ais 
for the gour-khurs, they are far enough by thiis 
time : they will afford you a fresh chase dome 
dther day/' — ^^ Ah ! gone, the devils ! and my 
horse broken down ; — the curse of AUee on them ! 
But may I know to whom I am indebted ?'' add^d 
he, in a tone of somfewhact haughty condescensibn: I 
toW him my name, adding merely that I had b6eA 
residing for some time at Ispahan; and white* Ite 
was returning his acknowledgments in mudi Vtle 
same tone, I fotmd time to 6xamitae the person ot 
my new-atqufainteilc^."^' ^ ' ' ' ■ ' ' - 

^ » Hie' l6oi dkWred -HAia'aij junior by fte'^eral 

iMe»^ imd' ik hi^ii{&d]^k^'4^^in1kin^/ ihou^ 
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resemblances which often .puzzle me. membrv* bhA 
coDsist in points so slight or fuijdYe^ 9S io^^wie 
detection. His dress was handsome and fjcoBtary ; 
and his riding cloak of cashmere .shawi^ ^chly 
embrc^dered, and too gorgeous for the 9ccpsioii^ 
bore token rather to the wealth and cot^secmeiice 
than to the prudence of its owner. . \ 

By this time the attendants had ^p^cpacnea \^ 
and the air of respect with which one affeiU'anothef, 
as they rode up, sprung from their ho^seS;, ancf 
saluted the fallen cavalier^ inquiring after pie na- 
ture of the accident, confirmed the opinion 1 1^- 
gan to entertain that tb^ stranger myt&t in trutH^ 
be a man of very high rank.. Sligti4y a4verting 
to the accident which ha.d befallen his horsed ^e 
mentioned that to the stranger beforfe Hxep, he 
owed the assistance which had been so opportunely 
afforded him: "Ismael," added he, '"y<:^u bavp 
not informed us of your rank or employment : ^ut 
you do not look like a churl; and be you wWyou 
may, we are under obligation to thee. Yoiir dwell- 
ing must be distant, and the mght is falling; yoii 
must return along with us, and you shftll be w'el- 
come to the tents of Ibrahim Khan.^' 

" Ibrahim !" repeated I, me^felly, as a'ruih of 
confused thoughts flowed uppp niy b'ram, wfifle 
I bowed in . acknowledgment pf the proffered 
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^ourtesy. .J^i^ my at^sntip was dpeedlily more 
powerftdty attraetejd by the words^'of one of tlie 
attendanta. '' Wh^ did I W ?" Wid'he, '' can 
it be pofiSibte ? Ismaeli Tbe voice I kxkow — ^tbe 
person I recognise : and ye£ Ww e»n it be ? 
Ismael Khan Keerkloo is dead^ of I w^uld kiss tbe 
feet of this stranger^ and say it was himsidif 1" — 
^' And who art thou, frieed,'' replied I, " who 
knows Ismael Keerkloo so well ?•— inethinks thy 
feeeis fittniliar to me ; yet when of where I have 
seen it I cannot remember." — "Ah! my lord," 
exclaimed the man, seizing the h^a» of my cloak, 
wbkh he pressed to his lips, " can I forget my 
did commands ; although well may Ismael Khan 
forget poor Bucht Alice Gholaum ? and y^ inany 
a time has Bucht AUee foUowed you to the field, 
and many good stout maidaun has he spurred at 
your hurrah! — and even on that day of evil omeui 
when the gholaums^lost their best (^cer, was 
Bucht Allee in the presence. May they burn eter- 
nally who ate So much filth as to mislead the ii^ah 
into doing what he did ! But your lordship will be 
doubly welcome to the sbafazadeh,"^ whom doubt- 
less you remember ?" 

The truth now ^hed upon me in a moment : 
t^e name, the yague similituae, the faint recogni- 
tioQj now increased to ^ stro^and decided like- 
xiess ; the term usect by hisMtendaJots of shabzadeh 
or prince^ applied firequently to nephews as well 

* Bom of a king; prince. 
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as to children of a monarch . All tbecf e proclaini^^ , 
to me that the son of my old and .des4;ly ^^UjQf(^ 
patron Ibrahim Khan Zoheir-u-doulut' was, i^^^ 
before me. I knew he had succeeded to thp ti^]^^ 
and honours of his father^ and by command of ,l^ji%. 
royal uncle had assumed that Other's name ; l^i^ 
the lapse of nearly sixteen years which had, passe4} 
over him since I had seen him^ together with th^ 
failing light and his disordered appearance^ ^<^^. 
changed the person of the youth whoni I ha4.o^:^ 
so well known^ that my failing to recpgnis^/him 
was not to be^ wondered at. It was ^i^a.pai^\^ 
omflict of emotions that I now threw ^y^fb^f))]^; 
him, and kissed the hand he^held, forth, fmd^poii^r^ 
Uessings. upon the son, for the s^keof hi^ i^^Htkll^ 
father as well as for his own, *.'r Whatev!ar.be.,tha 
chance which brings Ismael Ke^klop t^ tl^e &e^, 
of the Zoheir-u-*doulut,'' sodded I, ^* as his saprj^c^ 
person has escaped uninjured, it cannot be deplori^^ 
by his servant ; and that the son of my late no)^ 
master may have the less cause to regret, this 
event, let his goodness accept the offering of | his 
servaAt. This horse, which has borne him gallautJl} 
through many a hard day's jiii^nting, will bear the, 
khan as bravely is\ tiie d^y of. battle against bi(^, 

, " IWH)ol,*,ldiao, |;,aqQ?pt jjijm;,gifV:,,iiPiajt.,^^ 
T^tfiAftsha propiti9i(a,,IfHV»^!Wyf'-.?^e,hayftQfli?.^t 

•eptence of • gifu 
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regain otor tents. Here, ridflie^of you ! piit a baH 
thrbttgh the head of poor* Rowaneh, mytfki bay, 
who ' lies broken-legged yonder ; and give the 
khan a horse : I will ride his gift. So, bismillab! 
keep near me, khan ! — Salour Beg, lead the way !^ 
and thus we reached the munzil of Ibrahim Khan, 
whb having been charged by the king with the 
government of Ir&k, was on his way to Ispahan, 
and only lingered among these mountains for the 
s^fckeof the hunting and coolness they aiForded. 
'"'And where, in the Prophet's name ! have you 
beefa hiding yourself for so many years, khan V* 
demanded Ibrahim Khan, when, after reaching 
the tents, he was seated at his ease, and I had as- 
sumed a lower place than I might possibly have 
done in the presence of his brave and unceremo=- 
nibus father. *' Your place has long been empty, 
Itell you, and your presence required. Know 
yWi that my uncle, the shah himself, has more 
than once mentioned your name, and desired to 
know whether you were dead or alive V* 

My reply to these observations of the prince 
was of a general nature, remarking that it is not 
the part of a servant whose face has been black- 
ened by suspicion to approach the presence of his 
master uncalled ; and that whatever might be my 
fyHlUfy it was not niy 'ivish 'td aggravate them, or 
in^tot^ my sov^reigti idfitd'i^onimander by obtruding 
tbeifepembeaocer offAbeieb^ or of my person upon 
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hisT notice : ^tbat >«^Me>;jB&y{ j^isgrace^ jvhickjjhad 
b«en> folkmed by^iQMy o&esiixusftfftuafSyJ had 
pei&nii«d vtiie hadj^ and tra¥ell^d.jkUiAo maa>y 
laiutej from wi^Qiea. I/had Adt long rEtuxned whei 
H .Mr»s fifty good fbttaiie to xn^et witk tlie sbabf 
zadeb. . --.^ i 

>' The bsu^/' related be^ wkhukmdilaug^ 
not perfectly ftee frcnn scorn: VMash-allablyou 
have done a blessed act: truly you baire employed 
yothr lekujce most creditably. Ob ! the ataayi will 
be aU the better of your reverence ; th^ra^aie.few 
mocdlabSf and still fewef hadjees among i'tbesL 
To-kbodaii I man^ you will be quite a peerfl jutoxig 
them ! Oh ! you must rejoin witbfiait loss of timeiy 
and give them the benefit of your.societyJ Afi for 
your black face, and all the rest of that stuiF|-M;o 
the devil with it! it ia just pooch. Wby^ man, 
don't you know that court favour is like the sun 
in a spring day? — ^tbe clouds flit over it, and it is 
dark: the breeze drives them o£f again ; and lo ! 
it shines as bright as before. To-di^ onei&up; 
to-morrow another; like the two ends of a swiaig« 
In the' morning your mouth is filled with aweet- 
meata : before night your teeth are knocked out 
by a furofib'a iron-heeled slipper. Never be dis^ 
couraged by past misfortune* The shower &lls 
tn^. wets youB cloak .'rrt^well^ the sun shines, ^out^ 
and dries it all up agaiA. uWhatl-r^ithe hoadjtb&it 



8eB^te#ed^oiK^ will open vgaiii,' be «sfi^ atiU-f The 
ihsBii^\€f9es yo^y and lie 'mihredbre *ydii Ho «H 
yoniiiihonourti> ' as > te has di^us^ ta 'Killieli^lee 
Tyikiodiiee^ Ahmed Khan Atdelanee, -Yar Allee 
Kixak Beauty ai«d naaHy anorther red'^oap as ptoud 
and as sharply used as you have been for yMr 
lifier/ PMiah, man i the king's khelwut tKroald hide 
the'rkgs ^' a beggar ; imd the beams of iiis favour 
^lilteac^ycmtts^hiteas snow/' .J 

'i fnade %urt Hide reply to iSie^oniewhat flip* 
paitt'iKlk «f the Zahesap-UHckmlut; btrt although 
I coiAld;:jnotr!OitiTely chime iil with the' light tone 
iinvdiicfa he<tveated the i&nbjeet, iiiere iir^re partb 
ofdiia^ob«eriratio9!iji/'and those partiovl&fly wherein 
he*s^ded 'tor the' noticeimidi whkh'his maj€»ty 
htd-hoi»9iH«d'theineraoary of his old servant, tiiat 
sunk dee^y into my mindi The painftil, g^lhig 
iapres rionfe of his han^messy and the unmerited 
disgrace of my broths and myself, which had so 
kmg and ao utterly blighted our fortunes, had 
abeady begnii to yield to the aootiiing ^Ssctfr of 
ttmc^'aiid the -more grateful recollections of our 
loDgAandirbrilHattt career in his service — ^when a 
imil^ ^fit»m that stem but tnmqnil cdunteuMice 
wab fiker the^revmqg'^flfienee- of the ^rly sum^ 
EdM sim^' and ra)^wopdirof • appbisae; fkm hwiips 
wcmld ^harte neeallocL Iffi/almoirt from' the ^brtnk of 
tiie^gi»nns<: Und theiiid^re ideaotthfrt ttas^istora, nn^ 
C(»npromising mQ9ai;^h^u}dJ>e disposed to meet 



^is humbled servant itt^.^'^M lift ^^ftflJi/|l=l9R« 
was too flatteriog to our fe^fig^ a^d .di^p^it}^^ 

Wit to be seued upon iwitb, fri^ty^ a?icl ^to, pr,94|Ht^ 
its full effect. . v^yr 

There are 'few men of, nature experieQce^Tirho 
can look back upon the jpysof their early dayjgf, 
or recall the exulting delight with which tbgy 
rushed upon their first adventures, withput a 
pang of fascinating, though mournful ple^^aure; 
and to Qie, both the pleapnare and the pain^ of ^iich 
retrospections were heightened by the ha^o^ij^^d 
glow of loyalty and gi^iji^d^;, which still, in ^pi^ 
of every wrong, animate^ n^ breast towards i^xa 
who for so many yeac^ had been the, st^?^y^?i- 
tron, andthe kind indn^lgejut. master, of.A^v^ 
wayward, though a zealovi-s . youth, -A^d npiy^ 
that age and the cares of royalty bad ,warped t^ 
temper, and somewhat chilled i^^ kindjiy ^arpdjth 
of that noble heart ; when enemies were thicken- 
ing'around him, and friends perhaps fj^bng away. 
Was it generous, was it honourable tp stand aloof, 
because, after long basking in the sunshine,. I 
had at length felt the force of the storm ? Surely 
not. There was something J. felt more touching 
in the evening of such a jof^nd, dimmed as it was 
by the clouds of misfortune, than even when it 
blazed.in the, full gl,9^.pf meridian prpspejrjty: 
and to so l^igb.^ l4tph of efxtfni^a^m did I iSQon 
work myself up, that I reproached myself for 



^Hiiiteiig ^' selflfeb' emotidh trf mdignation Ho 
^Jftt^fiH*' Wth what I now was di^osed to 
trtiiitfd^r ad the' dkitiactes of both gratitude and 
duty. 

-'^It te not to be denied that these conclusions 
^vtETe in great measure produced by a growing 
iih^tience of the insipid life which circumst^oices 
forced me to lead, united to a full sense of the 
stipetior interest and keen excitement of that 
"Which I had been unwillingly obliged to abandon. 
*N6r'\iras the contrast of my former consequence 
'■\«ftih ^y present insignificance, enforced as it now 
'^Ws liy'the prospect of regaining that lost im- 
'piktkiic^, by any means without its effect upon 
tty mind. The habits of many years had rooted 
liiy wholfe heart and its enjoyments in the stirring 
jimrstiiis of military life and command ; and eX"- 
(aept in the occasional enjoyment of my family, olr 
the?' sbciety of a valued friend, I had no great 
tlielidh for the more peaceful paths of existence ; 
ib me they were dull, tedious ; and so earnestly 
*did I pant to regain my lost position in public 
fife,' that, to confess the truth, considerations both 
'^Jf prudence arid of feeling, which at a calmer 
j^'riod would have startled me, were now over- 
'Itoc^ed or silenced. 
;~ 'l^ides all this, I had the example of others to 

^trMe itie ; thut specious salve, which reconciles 

■<ii •'. . 
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the eonMcieiice to u^woMxtf imcbamtientiH u4 
follies. K tJMf had om^lrlooked tMr • r^iMtB^ 
affirontittddbsgntGes, whaA ^ivaft th«lreiii'Mki6'^ 
in me to forbid my doii^ the sameT wiMtt'trak'I 
better thaa tiiey ? It were fbUy tlitti> UbA sKch 
plaeed pride, as well as mgratitode ahd'd^lhe^tioii 
of duty, to hesitate any longer: in short, ioff aim 
mind was made up, and that was enough. Wkh 
Noor Mahomed, whose sufierings and indignities 
had been more severe, the struggle was more 
paiafnl and less immediatdy decided ; but he 
burned not less liian I did to resume the mifitery^ 
station from which he had been so unjustly 
hurled ; and being assured that the ii^ah, when 
aware of his existence, (a fact which our long dis- 
appearance had rendered improbable,) would re- 
ceive him with the smile of favour, be suffered 
himself to be persiladed, and consented to accom- 
pany me once more to rebuild the fallen edifice of 
our fortunes through the munificence of our former 
patron. 

Such were the motives which induced me to 
accompany Ibrahim Khan to Ispahan; where 
Meerza Aboo Talib at first sought to reason with 
me upon the unwiseness of my intended conduct. 
Shireen also argued to the same effect ; besought 
me to consider my family; warned me to open my 
eyes to the folly I was meditating : to rest satis- 
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ftedfWh^4;!i!i||i<,w»U ^; . mnd never t0fc rak in tke 
fleqfi^f^-ja (sa(Nri«ioto . tjnnml: •* I^ wfticb had 
o^K^ t)^%f<>.*9ir€adeflu% ]^e9er¥e^,8iB(i which, to 
that. JupM|y. at L^|09t, mis ^ Ckf iniifmte ▼alae. But 
thf^ pie^iiBgs were all i& vain, for tiiey plea«ted 
agi^ixtf^ iofdinatioQ and prejudice, not against calm 
opij^do^. iand sound judgment. Aboo Talib, indeed, 
wai» tpo well acquainted with human nature, and 
po8|(essed,toQ much delicacy, to urge the point 
very &r. Shjoreen was not so easily to be silenced ; 
but t}iqiigh her remonstrances were powerfiil 
enough to .give me pain, they could not shake my 
re8Qli|tioi). 

But altl\0ugh willing to encounter any risk our- 
selves, we lyere not quite so imprudent as to 
dream of exposing our families to the dangers or 
inconveniences of travelling in times so unquiet, 
and particularly in the border districts of the 
empire. We therefore were glad to avail our- 
selves once more of our steady friend the meerza's 
kindness, and to leave them at Ispahan under bis 
watchful care, Having therefore effected all our 
arrangements in the most satisfactory manner, and 
provided ourselves with equipages suited in some 
degree to the rank which we hoped, and which 
Ibrahim Khan encouraged us in hoping would be 
restored to us. we bade adieu once more to our fa- 
mili^s and friends, and quitted Ispahan to join 

VOL. III. o 
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that nobleman in his progress through Irak. This, 
it . was ui^derstood, would lead him in due time 
towards Casveen and Tehraun, and in one of these 
places it was our hope to have our destiny de- 
cided by the voice of the shah himself. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE RESTORATION. 



The hope we entertained of joining his majesty 
in Irak was disappointed by the arrogance of the 
Osmanlees of Roum, whose audacity in coimte- 
nancing and supporting the pretensions of that im- 
postor, Seffee Meerza, to the throne of Persia, de- 
tained his majesty in the west, where he had al- 
ready been chastising the Lesghee insurgents of 
Daghestan. This change of affairs demanded a 
change of measures ; and accordingly, the Zoheir- 
u-donlttt, with all the forces that could be spared 
from the eastern and central provinces, were com- 
manded to repairto the royal banners on the banks' 
of the river Koor in Georgia. 

Great exertions were accordingly made at this 
period by every loyal governor and chief, in order 
to support his majesty with reinforcements of men 
and supplies of every description ; and never, at 
any period of his career, was more vigorous co- 
operation required than at this very juncture; 
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for the artfayasseinMed by command of the«ul- 
taun of Rouiri Vas liot oiily immefrous^ • bat well 
appointed ; and its doinmander^ Mahomed Pashah, 
the seraslder, able tod e:!tperienced as well a& 
brave. But even nearer to the centre of the em- 
pire did strong symptoms of disaffection appear ; 
and before we had reached Cashan the Zoh^-u- 
doulut was forced to change his- direction, taking 
along with him a considerable body of the troops 
which he was teadtng td the camp of the king« The 
remainder he did me the honour to {dace under. my 
command^ direeting^ me ta ptoceed wkh all 'pcBai^ 
ble expedition to the royal camp^ todchflrging »e 
with dispatches accounting for his owft detentk»pb. 

Thus accredited,, we proeeede4!^'^^ leoafidenoe 
towards the point where the ro^ ihead»q«artecs 
were understood to be «stablis^iied^ JButiby the 
time we reached the' frontier distriota iutfiUigienee 
was received that his majesty^ had )ada/auaiefid 
againdt the grand vizier,, wha had eoncemtrated 
his immense army neax the station, of iMgnrajMi 
tuppeh^--^an ominous locali^fov the Oanm;4efis; 
for it was there, just ten yeacs before^ As^b^. the 
staor of hs majesty's fcnlwia had pcejvailfid agspnst 
thebrave Abduliah Kmproiile^&eiamkftfs^ 
xnander having ridi:«d argenfiialiactioiv ^"^bi^^-* 
minat^ in the lose' oihis own hfe/aodJdMt^- 
structfonof^hiagfiKiy^ii -^csi; ..iu... r> : tiilauiiAi*;. 

Aii length, w^xettdied tb^ joyid camp ; and the 
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bustle which prevailed ia ^rery. quajrtor of k, aa 
we IJireaded its crowded Haes ; the rapid arrival 
of reinforceoieDts, and the detac^meutB of parties 
tent out upon the scout, or destined to occupy ixsn 
portant positicms in the vioimty; the rumbling of 
the artillery as it was hurried to different points 
to suit the arrangements of die contemplated ope* 
raticms ; the mustering of fiesh troops, and serv- 
ing out of arma and amnumition; and the constant 
hammeriBg and noise of tools in the various kar^ 
khanehs;* with maay otilier tokens well known to 
the juraodsed eye and ear, announced with suffi* 
eieBt cleaniess that the .army was upon the eve of 
a general action : and I blessed the jhvouring inr 
fluence of my good atar that s^it me hither at so 
critieal a- moment. 

Immediately, upon our arrival I led the party 
which bad been intrusted to me by the Zioheir-u* 
doidut to tlie maidaun be&re the royal tents, as 
tised to be the practice on such occasions ; and 
hanng delivered our charge to the officers on 
duty, I lost no time in ^oing to the dur-khaneh^ 
along with my brother Koor Mahomed. 

The principal officer on duty at thia place, Ma- 
iiomed Saleh Khan, an Affshar of my own tribe, 
recd'Vied me with an ex^Nression of surprise, not 
BUmkigted with embarrassment ; which, however^ 
diminished a tittle upon hearing that I was the 
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bearer of letters from the shah's nephew, a noble- 
man known to be a favourite with his majesty. 

" You have anived at a ticklish moment/' 
said Mahomed Saleh : '* and I scarce know whe- 
ther. to congratulate or to discourage you. The 
temper of the shah, by no means ameliorated since 
you knew him, has within these few weeks sus- 
tained some rough-setting, which has given it a 
sharper, edge than usual; and I could ise^rccily 
guess at the possible consequences to you o# to 
others, had not the appr^iiaching battle^ wKIch he 
snuffs with the delight that these vtiftures faover- 
ing above us feel for the scent of ihe' MCaitaia^s 
we shall soon prepare for them, in'tabiiiie &^be 
smoothed down its bitter keeziiiief^. Mi hAtH^en 
as fierce as a hungry wolf for this fttrt^Hfr^ast.'" 
, " And to what,** demand^ I, ^'^acC^yW'^t- 
tribtite this increase of^gaH^'-^' Oh f whlit i^fell 
I say :— principally^ to the disd^erediAd evil dtate 
of the kingdom, and the coitstants6iiree»-<6f irri- 
tation it generates, grating upon a^^ore and can- 
kered spirit; perhaps failing health of body ^ well 
as of mind ;— for what human fbhn can ^laml tiie 
fatigue which the shah goes through ?^— and of late 
he has been very fll. But every -day flictfef- ari^s 
some new cause of vexatidn and ansMtyi 'OUly^tee 
days ago. did news aoriVe'thkt -tBeiife i/i^<^al chil- 
dren of Satkn,th0Lesgfa:^!^t$f'B^h^toi; Whd^h^ve 
cost him more mm, imd^iliieV/ akid'teiaticati'tl^an 
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aUIndiay Bockhara, and ELhaurezm t<^ether, and 
who, s^t three months agoy had made their humUe 
submi^on, haye broken out again^ and plundered 
and destroyed several villages occupied by Persian 
troops and colonies, both in the neighbourhood X)f 
Derbund and B&ko. Then these Turks, who have 
beto t^azing him for these three yedxs past, pre- 
vent his majesty from checking, by his presence, 
the disorders of Khora^an :. and that sorely galls 

him*" 

^ " ^What!'! said I, " the Koords again V'—'' Ay, 

o^^, good fuid wellrbeloyed friends of Khabooshan 

and BocQE^oord ; .^d thea these Yamoot Toorko- 

jr^an^ on the side of Khaurezm have all been 

shofwing tbieir t^eth,; but AUee Koolee Khan will 

do;tbeii{ busi^ess^ it is to be hoped* Even these 

qowardly Sheerauzees are. threatening again, and 

^yjspeak of discontents, in Seist&n." — " By the 

j^ord of Allee ! then it is not without reason that 

his majesty becomes displeased and alarmed at 

^e state of his dominions/' said L . '' He seems 

■iUh have enough to keep his mind on the alert, 

.were it even more tranquilly disposed than we 

kuQw it to. be." — "Ay, verily has he ; and he feels 

it quite las much as you would ims^ne,'' replied 

]|^|a]^med SoXeh* ** But nothing Ruches the shah 

t^. sensiUy.as thcdese^n of his servants; who, 

vyi*ii^/wy i^e, disgus^d ajt Itds^ hwsbness, pr. trem- 

)#ng for theif.pejrson^-.and.pjrppj^y, frequently 
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take X3sp^r1mattien>9i i^ uHtiaig ciunpy aii4 <vvi<ii» 

hmesA it is ^w^t ismg mace Maa&& Kba^ Ai4e-^ 
laiiee iMflt Iw rditreat»m>£^ w$thi9#«4i4^ 

dred/of Ufi istaGKitest i^ov^. Then the K^ot4i'<lf 
Amadia «ud Silb&s ave^all too aeair ^to th^'-bl^ 
»o«iint8iii|s ; «nd the boy f^hosreo Klid& KalkoM^ 
8tu!tod (^«mth the ^speed and eiiefiiee «ef an amw 
tbe iirefry nigbl after kis fether was 'So %a^b»r6U<i3y 
punished, and his men have been dropping off 
ever since. Only^ yeBtepAayioo^diotice v^as revived 
that JaiTer Beg Khan, 4;he Feilleey idio l^ h^^ 
detached 4o ^o«it off a fonaj^ng party &t tliii Tiit%»i'y 
near Kinrs,>bad maiFched homewards, ^#iC;hoiitle#ve 
or /UoeBse, in a directly contrary dkecfft^ 1— ' ' 

^' By^tbe migiit^iiUaii !" saidi, '' 0i» we^d 
think diatiiLe cra;ren birds scented a bveaJdngii^ 
of the whole body^ when 43iey are tsdcing tmch 
premature case of itheir own ptiecious^capoasseBl ^^— * 
*^ No, no,^' replied Mahomed Saleh, " 4t is Aat 
thai; it is sheer alarm and disgust ocsnfotned ^ aaad 
God giant<you, and more off «s, ixmy 4»ot soon find 
reason' ito Khin^ of a similar iine of cond«PCt ! — But 
CQme,-T-y«]r arrival is .reported at Ihe cLnrbcer 
before this iaaa^^-^yo^ may as >wdl go in and 
leara your t&te^ since you haTC^itempteditl^'*-^ 
" BismilUdi P' «aid I, ^' fat ns aetlbrwiBiid.'^ 

Tbe«spacerwi&iii tiie eerpUfdqbs'befcrre^the teat 
Qf amdienoe eadubited espial proof ^ctf > preparation 
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xvifh those which the other (}uartero of the camp 
displayied. Upwards of iw^aify mootouddies and 
meeoEas ei^ bmily wiiting^ or tistening to the 
orders they w^e to transcribe. Officers and gho- 
lauiaS) in- the garb of war and travel, were awaits 
ing their dispatches impatieatly ;^— aiid darting off 
with them from the {nreeence, the dai^ o£ their 
dbiaigers was instantly heard departing: others 
again were as constantly aniying, spent, and tra^ 
vel-stainedy to deliver accounts of their respectivo 
mis^onsi T^e general officeacs in annour and 
field array ftood, lound with anxious counte** 
naaioe$, within the customary and formidable ring 
of guards -and executioners ; and a silent bu^z, 
an earnest though suppressed murmur, iseigned 
amoi^ those around this space^ which proved how 
pressing was the business in which they w^e 
engaged, while it testified to the profound respect 
they ent^tained for the presence in which it was 
tnmsacted. 

In a comer of the tent, a little elevated upon a 
mu8«ud ot dark purple velvet, sat the- shah himr 
self, dad- much according to his usage in former 
days^ plainly and in armour, with his sword and 
baftt2e-«i:e lying upon a cushion before him» I 
remarked that althoitgh his figure was something 
fuller, or rather move blmted than when. I had 
laat'Seen. it, ithe deeply-rfiprvowed lines^of his eounr 
temaDe^ihe faHow hanging cheek,; and less bril- 
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liant eye, bore testimony not only to the > years 
which had passed over him, but to the .cares md 
severe mental . exertion which they had brought 
along mth them. More than six years had 
elapsed since I had beheld the shah..: Pouhje 
that nimiber would not have accounted, for the 
change I traced in his person : it . was one^ w^hich 
when once seen.could never be forgotten ; ;but an 
equal alteration in one of less remarkable dbamcter 
would have rendered it unrecognisable. 

The change upon myself: was probably less de- 
cided, or the shah's peculiar. ^uUy of recollect- 
ing those whom he had at anytime once seen, 
enabled him to penetra^ its disguising effect. 
His eye, not less keen nor rapid in its piov^oaents 
than when its fire was mone bright, cat^ht. a ' 
glimpse of our figures as we approached to make 
our obeisance, even before the airuzbeggee had 
announced us ; and mine, though full as quiqk to 
perceive the recognition, was yet unable to dis- 
cover whether the almost imperceptible movement 
whit^h accompanied that glance might indicate sa- 
tisfaction or displeasure. His brow did not con- 
tract ; but neither was there the slightest softening 
to be detected in the steady gaze of his eye, nor 
in the firm outline of his mouth. In a moment his 
look was directed to the business on hand, and for 
nearly half an hour longer he continued to give it 
his entire attention; only now and then looking 
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Upwards as- some dispatcbwa9 read^ or some order 
reqmred of him« 

At the end of idiat time^ although, ther^ was no 
lack of fiesh arrivak to fill the court before the 
tent, a glance of his eye was directed to the quar- 
ter where we stood, and a slight sign to the akrus- 
beggee produced an instant order to approach. 
*^ Barekillah ! thou dog of the Attock I*' began the 
shah, in tones not over*encouraging ; ^^ hast thou 
returned to thy duty? Where mayest thou. have 
been skulking since thfou didst slip thy neds: from 
the collar of obedience ?— ha ! — But hold ! we learn, 
mash-allah ! that thou hast turned hadjee. The 
next step is dervish ; the next step is rebel; and 
we shall soon have thee a delhee-bashee for^a 
surety, leading some troop of madmen for these 
thrice-blessed Osmanlees, or a herdof asses from 
the aoub of these Yemoot ghorumsaugs ;-r-a glo- 
rious and fitting termination to thy pious career!" 

" May I be your sacrifice," replied I, with a 
low obeisance, then crossing my arms upon my 
girdle, and rearing myself to my full height as I 
spoke ; " whether hadjee, or dervish, or plain 
. Ismael Keerkloo, 'your slave will never be found 
in any act of treason against his king, his salt, or 
fhia coloum ; he is* now, as ever, your majesty's 
/most faithful subjeQl;." 

J Syitheliead of tlie.kingjmaryeUoufi .faithful 
^hashebeen,^ beyond all question ! — roving ^away to 
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fofingn lmi% visitiitg &tuniiie«, sani aeekig sigbtd ; 
leaving the shah bis toaster bi^8et.1^eEi^|3aie^ and 
teaiton?. — How f^y, }^u, «lave?^! and the; king's 
tcmegrewloaciei^ ** IM your da^ire huipbly re* 
present HuA his a^Uience was by the rqyal $>nier ; 
that — ''-^" Ho J is it BO ? Our slavj^ was iwiolent 
-rr^e jrebufced iuia, and so he deserted his dnty ; 
highly .proper doubtless J" — " Let your majesty 
pardon hifi sen^ant, if he state that th^ jroyal com- 
mand was absolute; it directed the iimfortunate 
filave of the throne to tquit ^be xoyal oamp^.and 
never io appear in die light of that /sun. which 
illumines it. And when^ broken-hesfrted and 
humbled to the dust, that iwretched slave would 
have rcq^aired to ins tent, to weep and to prepare 
for obedience to the royal command, lo ! all was 
gone, vanished, destroyed-r— he was naked and 
lielpless. What could he do ? The foCintains of be- 
neficence and of Ufe were closed against him: — even 
to stay and mourn over his ruin was denied :— he 
could but depart and seek a miserable subsistence 
in reahns where his disgrace and misfortunes were 
unknown." 

" Hum ! — ably pleaded, .doubtless ! It appears 
then you met with some rough usage ; your <u>m- 
panion, we remember^ was worse off: the gho* 
rumsaugs do not often spare the king's subjects 
when the dubs are in play, nor Ughten &e weight 
of the king's sentence* But what then ? thexoyal 
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power IB tmbounded — *ttie Bkah can replace lost 
goodfi, mA make Uadcened faces white. Begone ! 
we give you leave ; be present at the evening 
audience^ and -we may be provided for you." 

It wofild have ^amused an indifferent by-stander 
to <ybserve the fiudden revolution which this short 
interview and dialogue with his maje^ produced 
in the^emeanour of the royal attendants and court, 
ehiefs, kband, and nobles. 'On my approach, pro- 
viouB to the introduction, I detected several of my 
former friends skulking off to avoid the chance of 
meetii^ me «s they would have shunned the con- 
tact of a dangerous animal ; and even in those 
who did, however slightly, acknowledge my ac- 
quaintance, there was a constraint, an embarrass^ 
ment, resultmg from the fear of consequences, 
which destroyed all appearance of cordiality. 

But no sooner had I left the presence than ril 
threatening or doubtful aspects vanished, and 
these very men, with sundry others, came bustling 
around, congratulating me upon my return to 
camp, and on the cheering prospect of reviving 
fortune that had opened on me : nay, some of the 
most backward in their first advances were now 
most pressing in l^ieir proffers of immediate ac- 
commodation. But declining all others, I readily 
aeee^yted the in^tation <^ my clansman Mahomed 
%$lek Khan, to accompany him to his tent, in 
hopes of making myself, through his means, a little 



326 THR PERSIAN 

better a^quainted^with the general state of affaiyrs 
in camp before again appearing in the pres^^ce. 

^V Barekillah ! . my fidends, I .congratulate .yq*i 
very heartily,": said the, khap, SQSpon ag. W h84 
all three seated ourselves upon.the carpet gi^i^ tent 
and called i fort caUeepoiis : ." I swefur by.your, hi^ad 
that you have succeeded by. £pjr better, than J h^ 
the least hopes i of this morning, thou^ J dijd ngt 
wish to . play, the raven at our first meeting ; ifu^t, 
credit .me, it is just your happy destiny,.. Jilqst 
people in the same situatipn would probftblyh^Y^ 
left the royal sahn* without th^r eo^s or.jQjres, 
ay, or might just as likely have qo^ie o.ut^ heels 
foremost, with . the loss of bead or j^;ainst^ Men 
cheh erfhusi ?" — " But what is thj^: yo,t;L t^ll me, 
khan? Is such upreas^nable s|immafy argument 
become so common where justice once prevailed?" 
— " Oh, as for justice," replied the khan with a 
sneer, "it is a fine word.to.use, but a hard thing 
to find now-a-days \ a^^id .as to the firequency of 
such pleasant hints of the.royi^l not^fQe, I cannot 
say what a man of your experience^ and; who is a 
hadjee to boot, (be it said with respect,) may con- 
sider common; but tor us poor soldiers, it is not 
a comfortable thing to think that three of us, 
perhaps, may enter the pre^en^^,. good-looking 
fellows, with ^all the ususU features ^d appur- 
tenances of a man, but. that it is doubtful whether 

* Square before the tent. 
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two or only one of us shall leave it so provided, 
for almost to a certainty the three nev^r -will. 
That is -what we think quite common enoagh.'' 
, " But; in the name of God ! khan," replied I, 
." instruct me — what can all this mean ? — ^what 
has brought about this most lamentable turn in 
the kii^s disposition, for it was not thus formerly, 
as you well know? Strict, severe, he was, — a most 
rigid disciplinarian, and a stem, immovable, but 
upright judge in criminal affsdrs ; but of wanton, 
unprovoked cruelty, surely he was seldom if ever 
guilty — even after we left that accursed Shahje- 
hanabad, which, it is my belief, has by its easy 
won. treasures turned the shah*s head, and caused 
all the mischief." 

" Ay," replied Mahomed Saleh, *' there your 
arrow has hit its mark : you have uncovered one, 
. at least, of the true causes of the shah's changed 
disposition. Every one knows that avarice and 
.over-severity and implacability are the shah's be- 
setting defects. Philosophers and dervishes might 
add inordinate ambition ; but where is the soldier 
that will allow that to be a vice ? Now the plun- 
der and riches of India, so far from glutting the 
first of these passions, has rather increased it by 
excessive indulgence, and rendered it so unsati- 
able, that, although it condescends to lick up the 
veriest trifles, the wealth of Khosroo, — ay, or the 
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izeasuies of Gbmnestaii itselfi would «rt satisfy its 
cmrings." . i ,. ,. . ■.- ^ ■ - - ■ s; 

'^ Thus, aft^r gorging on . die i««aHh> of < lung^ 
doms, the shah^ to pacify iim wolvirii Yocaeity, 
has Fecoiaise to private plunden Noone escapes. 
CommissurieB aad iii^>ecWrB hah^e be^i aip^ 
pcABted in every district io i^sti^ the infaabitaots 
and llieir pcesumed property ; 4tiid 4axe» t>odt di^ 
dis^ry. and extraordinary hav^ J>ddn imposed a£»*; 
cording to ibis s<^Ie^ which ija many inafteneestas^ 
formed at random, or npon the ifitfti^aitiofe»j(i)fi 
malice or prcgndiGe ; and the loolkcti^nalof these' 
imposts has been so burdensoane^as to;€leiyteTnot 
only general distress, but exii3eBfte>disaont^it#V' ^y i 

" Of that," said I, " I am myself ?» !^toessr;.' 
for in Ispahan, Cashan, « Casve^^ and .Biany of i 
the districts through whidi we maiiehed^>I eotdd^ 
hear the murmnrs, although I could not tjtudge 
how far they might be weU founded." ' ^ 

*^ But murmurs and private ^distress ;ar& <iot the 
only evil consequences of these exorliitant eKao^^' 
tions/' resumed Mahomed SaJbh: ^^. t^.<tmel1^ 
diey occasion are terrible, Tke ah^ you have 
cause to know^ pays no regard to persons;: so 
these collectors ha^e ord^^rs Jiqt ftp^re nQ: cmei^: 
orders which such acrogi|nttvy)9ta^ aise. bi^tHM 
well inclined tp pbeyjto tlva>^i&e??y l^tm-^jm^^mn 
cordiqgly ki^niaand.nol4?^>jf^j^p&^^^^ 
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merdiafi^ «Qd Tyote^ ap^ b^citen and abutted at 
the mercy of an insolent menial crew, wlio <2fotlec^ 
oftsn utsAKmowEL discretion ; and Where they owe 
a griM^, spare ik> cruelty in paying it hmne/* 

^*St ia a most lamentable State of things, in- 
deedi,'^ n^lied i ; *'bvA aire there none aronnd the 
thfooe io whom the Icii^'^ ear is opeh, and who 
eamid ilell Ae itvtfa, and thus m^rit the nation's 
giatitiide V'-^^* K ftuch there be,*" returned the 
khea^widi a sardomc «mile, ^* their merit is not 
}mMtcly iBnowR, and tts effect is "wondrons mnall. 
Itoriwoilld f reeommend you to risk your own 
ffemiag 'fiu^ur in any such patriotic a^empt: 
ym woudbd «ureily shape the fate of the she^^erd 
wii(» sought to tend Ms flock ftom a lion which 
had bnykea into tiie fold, asid got his head 
crashed for hk pains, wxt^kout a whit profiting 
the sheep-^ 

" Alas!** replied I,- '* my influence was never 
to be boasted of ; -and now where is it ? — lam less 
than tiotfaittg:-'-a poor half-drowned man, strug^ 
gling to ^keeip uponl^e surface and saTC himself — 
tttte^y poweiiess ! But surely there must be some 
termination to diis Ticious system, or total aliena- 
tion of hearts <and general disaffection must ensue.^' 
— **It is to that point precisefly, or very nearly, 
ihat it has come already," said Mahomed Saleh ; 
*^ and ^t the ertraordinary jxidicial blindness of 
tiie shah is soch^ that he seems to overlook the 
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peril which spriiigs . froiQ^ mQh enormities to hia 
own existence; Jus^^weU^s the £%ct that tl]^yjdi^£^^t 
the \ery eodB whidsktimf M^w^^^ 
in the^^id^ the efforts of the lo^y >directe4^U to 
one pointy will preyail a^mrt those of Ae^fe^;— 
individuals will succeed in conceajjcaent^ to a giff^ 
extent, however severe the means taken to pr/^eitf 
it ; and even the reiiaonabl(( e^qji^^isef andtii^pHes 
for the defence of the! ^itatei'smnUwilli^ 
impa€ed;Iy yielded uadet. see oppi^tm^ i^ ^if^fi^t 
Yet rigid severity does mmchjlbf ibe tia^ wX-A^ 
believe that^ were itmat 6mietxw iifi Ib^stem 
example wliidiiiavs^beemitede^^Qfnlm^l^AP l^^m 
given puUk proof^sf diaafiiBidianijf^^wMei^^ 
dom would, ere n0w^iha]r^bea»iiiVi:?)pf^d$#lDf>1^9^ 
no^,^ as I have abready ioldfyqn^ ^^iJi^U^^ie 
all ia^ revolt, and resfiik^itfLoa^ ^ciansiJaiaB^cAQt^ 
l^esent be spared to red^ioe them to oider*'f<; 3 : 
. '*^ You stato melaaoho]y;j(fe#9yf-^ -replied I. nr 
>^ What can have becoiMiofi the acute ju^m^^, 
the clear-sighted policy, thetStiiot-juistiQ^v^jijii^ 
once characterised the CQupf^ of the ^gnp^ Nadir ? 
Do no glimpies ^, these ./qi^aUtiea 1 e^er el^^ 
through the mental aloii^ tp ^ow 4Im^ fljpka^.,^s 
danger, and alleviate jlUe s^epQgs g^fohMS sub- 
jects ?''--^^ WfeateaieJ^ ptwri»D«bftfu^a«i.au^ii^ 
may have posseaied,'?. 4rf plie4 thf^.<fcba^jc.Tf^i8 
conduct affords fe^ndhpacrie* pi,,t}^ffi}^i^yf^^^ 
wamingg i seam m^ri^Uh^ i%^ai^ A^Jki ^^' 
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msh the evil ; his sternness has degenerated into 
cruelty ; and the justice whi^ you allude to, and 
which he eertainly possessed, has been utterly lost 
in a^jsavage impatience, a jealousy of evil intuit, 
aiid IC pronieness to punish, which sees but a cri- 
miiml in evei^ one who has the misfortune to be 
aeeosed.'^ 

-*l Bat s«ch is<»i4cict as you describe is rather 
tl^t 'ofi-a madman thcln of a sane and able, even 
Ih^Mgl^ a- crttd ati4 rapaeicfos monarch/' observed 
i^^^slill tumt <$oiic^rned at the tidings. 
• '**-Aad ^di>''?: te^ed my infcmner, *' is, in 
fiM^- tiie< -^nion which is now commonly enter- 
tained;' -' Insaiiity alone ^eau ^e3q>kLin the wanton* 
neft& of ei^e)tywhi(^ marks the sh^'s commands; 
HHdilnii^Maniiy is, by tiie best informed peofde, 
refttfed; iiot ^dy to the effect upon his mind of 
the cares and anxieties of a distarbed empire, but 
to thtft'of certain other events whidi bore with 
j^iiUiff aeV€Jrily npon his private feelings. With 
«Mi^ of theae you are no doubt acquainted.'' 

*' Paifdt»i me,'' replied I ; " you know I am as 
lat strange in the land. I cannot say that I com- 
I^rehend to what you allude." 
^'' ♦' What! have you never heard of the fate of 
thetHlfortiunateprinc^ResmlLooleeMeerza?" — "It 
ii* true,^ rejAed 1,^'^* that some obscure reports 
'!have'T€%chedfne; buttti^enave cautibus ofspeak- 
iS^'loiidly of th^ royal aWtfr: they likje not to 
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commit themsely^s, and Utile was said abotit ihe 
matter where I have b6en. I wotild faid know 
the trafh.**- — '* But, dionbtless, yon "Kave heard of 
die foultittempt at assassinating the ^lah, which 
occurred in Mazund^raun ?" — ** Of that also « 
rery indistinct rumour has reached me. — But 
how do you connect these events ?" — " The <|ues« 
tion shows that you ^ae, indeed, a i^trang'er, 
and uninformed. Well, listen and Ibe prud6iit.~ 
I win ten you what is known, and th^ knowi^g^ 
may be useful. 

" You are aware, dbubtiieiss, that Reza ICoolee 
Meerza, during his father's absence in India^ 
while exercising his functicms as li^^trtenwi^^if^ 
vemor over the kingdom, had comniittdd sundry 
acts of misrule ; evincing a dii^oe^on tb iSie fiiB 
as fierce and uncontrollable as that of the shah 
himself; cmd that, in consequence, he had be*' 
come all object of jealousy, and even of alarm to 
his father* His c^iduct upon occasion of a false 
alarm of Nadir's 4eaA in India was of a nature 
not to be forgotten ; md &e impresdofis which 
his father's mind liad received were calculated 
to render it more easily assailed by the whisper^ 
of the prince's enemies than might be consistent 
perhaps with justice or patemsd atfbctioa. ft wa* 
doubtless in consequence of this jealousy that the 
shahy upon his return to Persia, saw fit to retain 
his soQ, for the most part about his own persoii> 
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in order to watch over 9nd cbeck, if required^ his 
mpposed spirit of iosuhordinattoiu 

^f With these feebngs rankling in his mind, it 
happened, that as the shah was marching through 
Mazunderaun, travelling, as you know was for- 
merly his custom, in koork,^ attended only by 
his .harem and the eunuchs of his guard, and 
havii^ bis spirits soothed by the music of the 
female minstiels,^ a shot was discharged at hi^ 
saer^ person by two ruffians, who had concealed 
themselves behind a tree for the purpose. The 
l^^ grazing the hand of the king, passed on- 
wai^ and striking his horse upon the head, 
Imi^ht both steed and rider to the ground. The 
re;a4y interpoation of the eunuchs prevented the 
eofnplftion of further violence ; indeed the assas- 
sins^ believing doubtless that they had effected 
ih^r^ purpose, fled, and escaped into the thick 
jimgle which skirted the road. 
, J'^^Tbe first person who came up wafr Reza KooUe 
Meeir^ himself, who with some <^ the royal 
guapi^ went in pursuit upon the track pointed 
wt .W <the women and eunuchs. But it was in 
v^ : no trace of the assassins was ever disco- 
vered;; md although move than one person was 
Hi?p^ uipQn- RMiinQion, some for instance of the 
^j^E^Q9|aee ijt^iers, . wbo had deserted and were 
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retaken, and ceii;ahi of the AbdaUee Affghauns 
in similar circumi^imces, no proof sufficient' to 
convincie the shiih's mind that they were the e^l- 
ptits cdtdd be adduced ; and they were all dis* 
missed uninjured. 

*' To siiy the truth, Uie conduct of Ae shah on 
this occasion was marked by a calmness and 
equitable moderation, resembUng more hk former 
spirit of justice than any thing that has been 
witnessed for mimy years. He expressed himself 
very indignantly at the officious forwardness of 
his creatures in arresting innocent persons ; and 
on one occasion he commanded handsome pre* 
sehts to be made to the sufferers^ when dismis^ng 
them as guiltless of the charge. The^gro^mds of 
this acquittal were characteristic dftbcl powc^&l 
mind of Nadir, and worthy of his better years. 

''The men, it appears, were dismayed at the 
thought of appearii^ before the shah, and ^ t^*ri- 
fied at their danger, offered bribes to the perscms 
who took them, in hopes of being pednitted to 
escape unexamined. This fact was represented to 
his majesty as a convincing proof of th^r guilt, 
'Sagacious judges are ye, truly!* said Nadir: 
'that circumstance is to me the clearest token ^ 
of their innocence ; the man who dared to aim at 
my life must be a brare fellow — as brave as my- 
self: he would never have shrunk frc»n the conse- 
quences of his act had he been taken: these are 
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poortunid creatures, on the ccmtrary; incapable of 
aliktLConoeiying such an sAteaxpt, as of enduring its 
ptmisluident in ease of ftilure. Give them ten to- 
mauDB a^^ece, and let them go in peace where 
they vrill/ '' 

" 9rave ! brave ! by the head of my father !" 
I coiild Aot help exclaiming: ^Hhere I can trace 
ih^ 'Nadir of my early days — ^wise, candid , gene- 
ivMls, intrepid ! Oh that sordid lust of wealth and 
d«^' ignoble jealousy should destroy such a 

miwi !'' 

.-"Well -may. you say so," replied the khan; 
ff but^aUs ! the worst is yet to come : the exami- 
m^fciopis >occasioned by this painful event were 
continued for months; for though unwilUng to 
punishfthe innoeent, the shah appeared resolved 
to detect the quarter from whence the danger 
eame* Allah alone can tell whether any dark 
suspicion had been lurking from the first in his 
mind; but will it be credited that some time after- 
wards Prince Reza Koolee himself was publicly 
accused of this atrocious and treasonable attempt 
upon his father's life ?" 

"•Merciful Allah !" exclaimed I indignantly : 
" it must have been a vile calumny — ^as atrocious 
as the crime of which it accused the prince. Bad 
aa I take him to be, and little cause as I have to 
love or respect him, I cannot betieve he could 
have imagined such a deed." 



%• 
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'^Why^ trtdy, sodi was die iiii{»e88um of tii# 
whole court," replied Makoued Saldk; ^'tliey 
were lost in a^onishm^st and liorror. Bofe Iht 
prince was too fierce and haughty to be a &m«* 
rite with many people ; and if friends ie hmdp 
they were cold and tuancl, for no Toice anwe to 
plead his cause. What the exact Bataie of tib* 
evidence adduced against the prinee could have 
been, I neyer learned ; but surely it must ha^a 
been of the most conchtsive description, i£ we any 
judge from the result : and in fact it has beMi 
asserted that the prince dkt not dmy his guilt. 
Be that as it may, the shah, after biHevIy re-' 
proaching his son with his beinows erknes^ aad 
pointii^ out to him that strict justice woold hvre 
required the sacrifice of his life,^ infonnod hnt 
that he would raxiit the severity of ibis sentence 
and only condemn Imn to be deprived €i£ botlt kis 
eyes ! ~The prince, it is said, so &» firooL erincii^ 
contrition or lumulity, rather gloried in die wkked 
attempt, and replied to the remonstiaiices of his 
really affictcd al&ough stem fii&er in terns too 
fierce and indecent to be related, and vAidt 
provdced an immediate execution of tfce punish- 
ment," 

^' La-iUab-il-ulUi V exdaimed I, wnngto the 
heart by tins nariatioD } ''and is it possibte thirt 
such a father could have thus mercilessly de^- 
stroyed such a son, whatever nnght be his 
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latilts ? — Oh, Allah ! these are fearfiil omens — 
deeds of darkness that forebode ruin !" 

** Hush !" replied the khan, " be not you also 
a raven ; our master, unhappy man, has enough 
of their croaking— he feels it already in his heart. 
It was during the fit of restless and boding melan- 
^oly, which followed this severe, if we must not 
call it uennatural act, that Nadir sent for his un- 
happy son. The changed expression of his dark 
and rayless^ countenance shook the father's soul ; 
he spoke to the prince with kindness, and ex- 
pressed his own distress at the alternative to 
which he had been forced by his criminal ex- 
cesses. But the young man's mind was in no 
frame to respond to such advances. ' It is well,' 
said he with gloomy calmness, Uhat what is 
done, is done : the future will speak for itself. 
But the eyes you have darkened are not those of 
Reza Koolee — ^they are those of Persia ; and woe 
be to him who has quenched them !' " 

'* Soobauu ullah ! — Afsoos! afsoos !" exclaimed 
I, penetrated with grief and astonishment. — 
" Alas ! alas ! unhappy prince ! let thy faults 
have been what they may, heavy indeed has been 
thy punishment, and bitterly will thy father feel 
its consequences. — Oh, Heaven avert that thy 
words be prophetic !" 

" Oh, truly. Heaven avert it ! — ^but fearfully has 
that unhappy father already felt their force. From 

VOL. III. p 
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that day the gloom which sunk upon his counte- 
nance has never wholly left it : remorse has 
embittered his spirit, and in the fits of moody 
rage which since then so frequently seize upon 
him, it is dangerous to approach his person, for 
then the innocent and the oflFending are eqpally 
liable to suflFer. It seems as if he felt a savage 
satis£a.ction in rendering others as miserable as he 
is himself. 

*^ In one of these frenzied paroxysms which oc- 
curred not long after the event, he caused every 
individual who happened to be present when the 
fatal order for punishment was given to be 
arrested and brought into the presence. Khans, 
nobles, officers, guards, and executioners, were 
dragged before him accordingly ; and he up- 
braided them bitterly with their cowardly timidity 
and deficiency in loyal devotion for remaining 
tamely silent when they saw a prince so noble 
and accomplished in jeopardy. 'What — ' de- 
manded the furious king, in answer to their hum- 
ble representations and excuses — ' what were 
the lives of a thousand such reptiles as ye are 
compared with the eyes of Reza Koolee Meerza V 
And almost every one of the whole assembly, 
amounting to more than fifty persons, su£Pered 
some punishment or other : some were actually 
put to death upon the spot ; others were variously 
mutilated ; others again, beaten and disgraced. 
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Even I, although only in attendance upon guard, 
did not escape without both blows and bitter 
abuse. . 

" Great dissatisfaction ensued^ as a matter of 
course, and many in despair quitted the army, 
and took refuge among the mountains until the 
storm should blow over, an event which was not 
very distant ; for when the gloomy fit of remorse 
was passed, the shah summoned those who were 
alive and in camp into his presence, restored them 
to their honours and commands, bestowed dresses 
of honour, and heaped presents upon them, in 
hopes doubtless to efface the remembrance of his 
injustice." 

^^ Monstrous ! monstrous!" cried I; " this is a 
state of things which cannot long continue : yet, 
oh, how my heart bleeds when I think upon the 
awful change in a patron, from whom, until one 
unlucky day, I have ever received the most uni- 
formly generous and condescending kindness ! — 
But do these ebullitions of bhnd fury continue as 
•violent and as frequent as ever?" 

" No, thank Heaven ! they do not : if they did, 
you probably might have arrived at an empty 
court) and to serve a deserted monarch ; for either 
he would have slain us all, or we must have fled 
for our lives. His moods are various now. For 
months at a time he will scarcely shed a drop of 
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bloody nor command the sticks to be used : at 
other times the fiend possesses him^ and groans 
and slaughter are the order of the day. These 
fluctuations are held to have some sympathy with 
the state of his bodily health* When the hakeem 
bashee, UUawee Khan, had charge of his health 
and diet^ it was incredible how favourable an in* 
flu^nce that eminent physician escercised over the 
shah's temper and dispositions ; but since his^ de- 
parture others of less skill and finxmess have held 
the office, and the difference has been visible in 
the increased frequency of his gloomy fits." 

" But, by thy head, O khan ! tell me, I en- 
treat thee, what is the general opinion entertained 
regarding the guilt of Reza Koolee Meerza ? — say 
too what is thine own V 

^^ Cheh airuz be kununij^^ replied the khan, 
shrugging his shoulders; " what would you have 
me state ? who shall dare to hazsurd an opinion in 
so deUcate and dark a case ? How dreadful is it 
to imagine the prince guilty of a crime so foul !-*- 
how horrible to conceive that the shah would de- 
stroy his eldest and bravest son without the most 
positive evidence of his guilt ! In the name of 
Allah ! let us leave the matter as it stands. Let 
the guilty writhe under the stings of conscience : 
the virtuous and unfortunate will receive their due 
reward in Paradise!" 
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" Ameen!" responded I ; "so let it be: and 
now it is fitting we should prepare for appearing 
at the dur-khaneh." 

We found bis majesty engaged as in the 
mornings in expediting orders and receiving de* 
spatches; but his eye was more bright, and it 
seemed as if the spirit rose above its habitual 
gloom as the hour of danger and of strife drew 
nigh : and so in truth it was. The soul of Nadir, 
naturally scorning all petty occasions and trifling 
broils, found elbow-room alone in mighty strug- 
gles ;-^-in dangers and obstacles which he could 
grapple with and overthrow. 

" Hah, my bird of the desert! who hast snuffed 
the battle from afar,'' said he, beckoning me to 
approach. When he had some moments' space to 
look around hini ; " are thy shafts fledged from 
the same wing as of old ? and hast thou another 
boorrauk to bear thee as gallantly as in thy beard- 
less days?" There was a tinge of softened feeling 
in the smile which accompanied these words, 
which tempered the keen glance of his eye, and 
betrayed that the mind of the king had in truth 
fled back to better days, and was rejoicing in the 
unwonted sunshine of happier thoughts. Its ap- 
peal to my heart was irresistible : a gush of warm 
imd gratefiil emotions overwhelmed me. It was 
no longer Nadir the cruel and capricious tyrant 
who sat before me, but Nadir the noble and the 
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brave,, the gracious protector of a friendless or- 
phan. All that I had heard, nay, all that I had 
felt of harshness or injustice fled from my mind ; 
his virtues and his august presence alone re- 
mained : filled with enthusiasm, I threw myself 
before him, and touching with my forehead the 
musnudon whichhe sat, " Your majesty," said I, 
*,^ may have many a stouter and a better soldier 
at this hour than Ismael Keerkloo could ever boast 
of being in the best of his days; but there is not 
one among them who will venture his life more 
frankly, or spend his blood more freely, than that 
slave of your majesty is ready to do now, as ever, 
in the service of his master/' 

" Inshallah ! inshallah ! and the king beUeves 
it," replied his majesty with another gracious 
smile. " To-khodah, man, we may iiot be so 
young as we were in those hard-working days ; 
our beards are longer, and our limbs perhaps 
more stiff; but we have not quite foi^ot how to. 
fight, as these dogs of Osmanlees may chance 
to find; and thou shalt strike a good blow or 
two for Nadir Shah, as thou hast many a time 
done for thy old commander Nadir Koolee: and 
behold, the means shall not be lacking to bear 
thyself as thou dost merit in honourable sort." — 
At a signal which he now made two khelwtits 
were brought forth, with suits of mail, and arms 
all complete and of the finest fabric; and two 
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gallant steeds suitably caparisoned, and fit to 
bear the bravest warrior against his foes, were 
led into the space before the tents. 

" Khans and chiefs !" proclaimed the airuz- 
beggee with a loud voice, " the shah commands 
your attention : behold here Ismael Khan Keer- 
kloo, a worthy and faithful servant of the throne, 
resumes, at his majesty's command, the honours 
and appointments which heretofore he held in 
court and camp, in manner as if he had never 
quitted them. And there stands Noor Mahomed 
Khan, another faithful and worthy servant, who 
equally returns to the honours of his fonder 
rank and command. Let the khans come for- 
ward, and receive the khelwuts of their office 
from his majesty's bounty." 

The ceremony was iastantly performed, and 
we quitted the tent of audience, not only in full 
enjoyment of our offices and honours, but of all 
the consideration which royal favour can confer. 
** And now, khans and chiefs," said the king 
as the durbar broke up, " begone to your ser 
veral chaises ; to-morrow ye shall meet the 
enemy; look that ye duly prepare for it." 

The morrow dawned : but long before the light 
did Nadir arouse him to this his last general 
action; for never again while he lived did the 
armies of Iraun encounter those of her enemies 
in any important engagement. .Ten years at least 
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eeemed taken from his age, by the excitement 
of the impending business; his cheek burned 
with an unwonted glow, and his eye shone with 
the same fire which just ten yews before had 
glared destruction upon the ranks of Abdalla 
Kiuproulee. 

Perfectly informed of the large force of the 
Osmanlees, as well as the military abiUty of their 
commander the vizier; his majesty had on the 
previous evening detached a strcmg force to take 
them in the rear, while in front they should be- 
come engaged with the advance of our troops. 

The pashah's fbrc^ were advantageously posted 
upon the face of a hill, and defended by strong 
lines of artillery; notwithstanding which, the 
king had resolved to attack them in their intrench- 
ments. These, however, being at the distance of 
eight miles from our camp, we had marched a 
little before daylight to reach the point of attack 
at an early hour ; when, upon attaining to half 
the way, we discovered that the pashah had aban- 
doned his favourable ground, and leaving a de- 
tachment in camp, had advanced a considerable 
space to give us the meeting. 

The shah uow himself rode forward to issue the 
final oiders ; a powerful body were sent on in ad- 
vance to oppose the van of the Osmanlees, while 
he resolved to remain himself with the reserve, in 
order to secure, or turn the fortune of the day as 
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might be required. In parsing the advance^ in 
which I had a high comn^nd, the eye of the shah 
fell on me as he parsed : — " Now is the time, and 
there is the work, khan," said he : " remember Meh- 
maudost and Moorchacor: — give not a foot of 
ground : — you will have the king iii your rear : — 
bismillah !" 

And on we dashed, full speed. iTie well served 
and well pointed cannon of the Turks made sqme 
wide gaps in our ranks before we could reach those 
who assailed u^ thus at a distance ; but in a few 
minutes our rapid approach, scimitar in hand, 
equalised the chances, and we returned the 
slaughter tenfold to our enemies. Still the pashah 
brought up supplies of men, and still fresh batteries 
poured their destructive hail upon out flanks. 
The conflict in the centre became dubious for 
want of men to supply the heavy losses sustained 
there; and I had begun to cast some anxious 
glances behind me in search of the royal standard 
among the clouds of smoke and dust, when the 
trampling of a great body of horse advancing 
from the right, with the Persian war-cry, revived 
our spirits; and almost at the same moment 
we saw the pashah's army melting away from 
before us ; we could not then tell why : — they had 
been attacked in the rear by the force detached 
upon the preceding evening, and could not with- 
stand the unexpected shock. It was the crisis of 



346 ,tH5 PERSIAN 

the day : a spirited and vigorous charge decided 
it, driving the Osmanlees back to their inr 
frenchments ; and they left us the field covered 
with a prodigious number of their dead, mingled 
with no inconsiderable proportion of our own. 
. It would be tedious to describe the succession 
of skirmishes and conflicts which may be said tp 
have protracted the battle of Mouraud tuppeh to 
a space of several days. It terminated in a cqia^ 
plete defeat of the Turks, the abandonment of 
their camp, and the assassination of their brave 
pommander; who, together with several other 
pashahs, were put to death by their turbulent 
and mutinous soldiers, during the disorder of 
defeat. This victory, a brilliant, though but a 
parting flash of Nadir's ancient military glory, 
enabled him, not only to conclude a favourable 
peace with the Turks, but produced a very bene-, 
ficial, although temporary effect upon the turbu- 
lent spirits of his own kingdom ; for seeing that 
the whole force of his arms was now disposable to 
reduce them one after another, they quietly re- 
placed their necks in the collar of submission, and 
returned to their duty and allegiance. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A RENCOUNTER. 



Why should the events of the succeeding two 
years be dwelt upon in detail ? What interest or 
advantage could be found in a succession of igno- 
ble squabbles and petty rebellions, excited by in- 
tolerable oppression, and suppressed with un- 
sparing severity ; or in a rapid series of wanton 
and atrocious cruelties, dictated by the insanity 
of a festered mind, and deluging the land with 
seas of blood and tears ? Let me rather hasten to 
that concluding catastrophe which changed the 
destinies of Persia, and with them the fortunes of 
the humble individual who thus records it. 

After a very imperfect attempt at reducing to 
subjection the indomitable Lesghees of Daghes- 
tan, who waited only until his back was turned 
and his troops withdrawn to burst forth again into 
fresh revolts, the shah was forced to turn his steps 
westward to tranquillise if possible the important 
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province of Khorasan, which from one end to 
the other was in a blaze. The Abdallees of Herat 
in particular had openly thrown off the yoke ; and 
he despatched his nephew AUee Koolee Khan^ 
with such forces as could be spared, to the assist- 
ance of his lieutenant Thahmaseb Khan, who had 
been appointed governor on the eastern frontier. 
Such however was the jealousy which he enter- 
tained of all his officers, and not, as appeared in 
the sequel, without cause, that he prohibited, in 
the most positive manner, his nephew and his 
lijSutenant from ever forming a junction of their 
troops, knowing that in that case their united 
force would be too formidably and dangerously 
powerful. In the mean time he prepared to march 
himself to the eastern provinces ; but, desirous of 
raising all possible supplies upon his way, he 
took the cities of Ispahan and of Kermaun in his 
route : — ^it was his last, but not the least disastrous 
visit to these devoted cities. 

It is impossible to conceive the horrors which 
were committed by his order in the former of these 
cities during the strict and rapacious inquisitions 
that took place for treasures hidden, or supposed 
to be concealed. Tortures of every description 
were applied to all of the merchants who had not 
had the prudence to avoid the coming storm. 
Persians, Armenians, Jews, and Christians, suf- 
fered equally; and so many were put to death, 
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that ghastly pyramids were formed of their heads 
upon the platforms in front of every mosque in 
the place. 

There can be no doubt that his fiiry was ex* 
asperated by the accounts of fresh revolts which 
now daily poured in upon him ; and which occa- 
sioned the army to be harassed almost intole- 
rably by rapid marches from one point to another. 
These marches were always tracked in blood ; 
and the punishments were so barbarous and 
sweeping, that weakness and terror alone hin- 
dered fresh outbreakings the moment the royal 
troops retired. New and strange modes of death 
were invented ; men were torn to pieces by savage 
dogs ; dragged asunder by wild horses ; and that 
fearful fancy, in mockery termed "the human 
garden," in which men were planted alive in the 
earth, as shrubs and trees are in a garden, with 
all varieties of semi-inhumation, and thus left 
to perish miserably, too frequently formed the 
closing scene of a tragedy involving the fate of 
a whole tribe or village. 

It was upon the march to Kermaun that he 
became aware of the revolt of the province of 
Seistan, which joined the rebellious Abdallees ; 
but instead of repairing thither in person, he di- 
rected his nephew AUee Koolee Khan to turn a 
part of his force against them, while he himself 
should repair, according to his first intention. 
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towards the northern frontier, now in open rebel- 
lioni The unfortunate city of Kermaun, however, 
did not escape his fury ; for, in additipn to the 
atrocities practised at Ispahan, and the pyramids 
of human heads by which his course might now 
be almost tracked,- he actually exacted several 
mauns' weight of eyes from the miserable inhabi- 
tants, in lieu of money short paid by them. 

It was during this period of general confusidn 
and discontent, when the remaining faithful ser- 
vants of the throne were required to rally around 
it to guard it from hidden treason, or to wield the 
sword of chastisement against open .rebels, that I 
received the royal command to proceed, in con- 
junction with Hadjee Beg Khan, to disperse a 
coalition which had been formed between the 
kadjers of Ashabad and certain of the Toorko- 
man tribes. Of these the principal were Tekehs, 
who having been forcibly removed from the vici- 
nity of Khaurezm to the skirts of the Attock, at 
the time when the former country had been sub- 
dued by Nadir, were not only discontented, but 
well disposed to avail themselves of the disturbed 
state of the kingdom to revenge themselves on 
their oppressors. 

A force of five thousand men being therefore 
placed under our orders, to be augmented as 
much as possible by recruiting among the loyal 
tribes, if any such there were upon the route. 



ADVENTURER. 351 

we proceeded by hasty marches to enter the 
district of Diroom through the Dereguz pass. 

In marching through the Koordish country, 
although we suffered no interruption, — our force 
was too imposing to admit of such attempts — ^we 
had abundant cause to know that many tribes of 
the Koords, and those of Khabooshan in particular, 
were in a state of actual, if not of declared revolt : 
our object however being distant, we could only 
despatch correct intelligence to his majesty of 
the state of affairs, and proceed upon our busi- 
ness. 

At Diroom, where provisions and reinforce- 
ments were collected, we ascertained that .the 
combined forces of the enemy against whom we 
had been sent, aware of our approach, had left 
the districts of Jorjaun, which they had been 
pillaging, and retreated into. the desert beyond 
the river Attruck, in hopes of eluding pursuit 
until strengthened by the junction of other aouls 
from the neighbourhood of Merve. 

Upon this intelligence Hadjee Beg Khan re- 
solved upon immediate pursuit ; while, giving me 
two thousand men, he despatched me, along with 
my brother-in-law, Noor Mahomed, to prevent the 
junction of reinforcements, and to cut off all sup- 
pUes from the eastward* 

Accoutred and prepajred for the utmost celerity 
of expedition, we advanced with great rapidity, 
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although from the heat of the sun and scarcity of 
water as we penetrated further into the desert^ 
both men and cattle were fast sinking under 
fatigue. At lei^h we reached a point near 
which it was ascertained that all reinforcements 
from the east must pass^ in order to form a junc- 
tion with the main body near the Attruck. In 
this place there was a low chain of sand hills 
extending for a considerable distance^ with a few 
points of rock here and there staring from their 
summits^ indicating the origin of their formation ; 
and here, as evening was drawing on, and the 
guides had discovered a well or two, it was my 
intention to halt for a while, and to send out 
scouts and parties in all directions ; for in the 
wide expanse of the desert we might just as 
easily have overshot as fallen short of our ene- 
my's line of march. 

Just as the sun was setting, however, the ca- 
rawuls upon the sandy heights gave notice that a 
dust-cloud had become visible in the east ; and in 
a very short space it could be seen by all, glowing 
red in the last level rays. That this was occa- 
sioned by a large body of men or cattle was 
sufficiently apparent, and strict orders were issued 
for every man to conceal himself as much as pos- 
sible beneath the slope of these same sandy hillocks, 
which luckily intervened ; and not a fire was 
lighted nor a movement permitted which might 
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tend to indicate our own position, while we waited 
to ascertain the direction which should be taken 
by the dust-cloud in sight. 

Its progress was anxiously watched accordingly 
as it approached, until at length it appeared to 
become stationary ; and soon afterwards the light 
entirely failing, we could see no more of it. 
" Whoever they may be, they are settled for the 
night,'' obserred one of those around me who had 
been watching the movement of the hazy telltale. 
"They will not tarry long there, I will wager," 
said an old Diroom trooper, well acquainted with 
the customs of the desert tribes ; and the proba* 
bihties of each opinion were warmly discussed. 
For my own part, I was most inclined tothat of the 
old Diroom soldier, for the fires which they had 
kindled soon became visible to the look-outs. 

" They have grown nice and delicate of late, 
perhaps, these Tekeh ghorumsaugs," observed he 
with a sneer, when this circumstance was pointed 
out to him: "their barley bread and grape jelly 
must be all done, surely, or their mouths must be 
watering sorely for a bit of roasted camel's flesh, 
when they light their fires in such a plain, under 
their enemies' very beards. No, no, they are no 
such fools, trust old Asian ; a sharp trot and a 
clear munzil-gah* is what they trust in, and that 

• Halting- place. 
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you will find if we beat up their quarters four 
hours h^nce." I said little on the occasion^ but 
took my measures promptly. 

Two hours only were allowed for food and re- 
freshment, and the word was then given to saddle, 
load, and mount : there was no artillery, except a 
few camel zunboorucks,* to encumber us ; and 
ourtrifiing supplies of ammunition, corn, and water, 
were canied on stout camels and hardy yaboos. 
" If these gentry are really halting," I remarked 
to the officers when we started, *^ we may chance 
to give them a surprise : if, as I believe, they have 
seen, and mean to give us the slip, we shall dis-r 
appoint them, and either meet, or be fpst upon 
their traces : they must ride well to throw us put." 

Mounting accordingly, somewhat less than 
three hours iafter sunset we set forward in compact 
order, the baggj^e in the rear, protected by a 
guard, and throwing out flanking parties and single 
scouts upcm all sides, for which^ in ^le wide 
desert, there was both need and room enough. 
The fires at the supposed halting-place still glim- 
mered ; and as we approached the spot, occupied 
as some believed by the enemy, I detached a 
small party at speed in advance to make observa- 
tions. They soon came galloping back to tell us 
that the place was deserted, and the fires burning 

* A sort of swivel gun, or wall-piece raoanted on camels. 
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alone. It was what I expected^ and confirmed 
perfectly the old Diroom man's opinion as well as 
my own. But that they could have gone far was 
impossible ; and upon searching for a little by Ae 
light of a very young moon^ we detected the di- 
rection of their route by the trampled sand and 
the articles which they had dropt in their haste as 
they rode away. 

/'There ajre enough of the rascals at least/' 
remarked old Asian of Diroom, whom I kept by 
myself as a good sagacious guide : /'no fear of 
our finding traces in plenty to guide us : — to catch 
the fellows may be a tougher job." — " No fear of 
catching them," said I, " if the track keeps sure 
and we ride stoutly. Gome, my men, rouse your 
horses' mettle ; they will fall asleep else. Every 
oflbser to his post. Sileiwje, and be steady: — 
forward !" And on we pressed, urging our horses 
to the greatest «}peed that prudence would permit. 

But the men whom we; pursued were also well 
mounted, and knew their ground welL Sometimes 
we thought we could hear the trau^pUng of. their 
horses, and once or twice the advanced paity 
declared they could distinguish the dark mass 
moving in the uncertain gloom before us. More 
than once, too, we came upon a camel split up, or 
with its throat cut; ; or a slaughtered yaboo, which 
having fallen under its lo^ or its rider, had been 
put iQ de^th a^d left. Indeed the same thing 
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began now somewhat frequently to occur among 
ourselves ; and even of the small provision of water 
and food for the march, some portion had already 
been of necessity thrown away : but the men kept 
fresh and in high spirits ; and even of the horses, 
the greater number, as if animated for the occasion, 
exerted themselves without the need of whip or 
spur. Still hour after hour passed on ; and but 
for the unceasing tokens under foot, we should 
have, after all, been induced to fear that we had 
been misled. But soon still more striking pledges 
of their close vicinity began to show themselves ; 
for the form of a man might sometimes be de- 
tected gasping and outbreathed upon the ground. 
But there was no pausing either to succour or in- 
terrogate him ; and he generally was trodden 
under foot by our throng, or met a more merciful 
fate from the spear of the first trooper whose horse 
stumbled over the body in pasakig. 

The moon was down: «tar after star arose or set 
to mark the passing hours, and point the direction 
of our course, which was nearly to the north-west. 
In spite of the excitement of the chase, many of 
the men through weariness were nodding or deep* 
ing upon their horses ; and the animals themselves 
indicated by frequent stumbling that their senses 
were not always broad awcdce* It was not far 
from dawning, for at this period of the summer 
dawn breaks early, when the advanced scouts 
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who had been selected from among the stoutest 
and most trustworthy of the party, came gallop* 
ing back to say that beyond doubt a strong body of 
horse was in our front, and that they seemed to be 
halting or about to perform some evolution. In- 
stantly passing the word along for all officers to 
rouse their men and to prepare for action, I rode 
forward myself, and very soon saw the looming of 
a large body, darkening the horizon in the grey 
hazy glimmer which precedes the dawn of a sum- 
mer morning. 

The ground upon which we rode was uneven, 
not well fitted for a charge. But taking for granted 
that the enemy's hope was to find us unprepared 
and in disorder after so long and tiresome a march, 
and that he relied upon discomfiting us by a sudden 
attack while in this condition, I resolved to dis- 
appoint, and if possible turn his stratagem against 
himself. Riding back therefore along the column 
to see that my previous caution had been attended 
to, I shouted out at once the order to take ground 
to the right and left, preparatory to a charge. 
" The enemy is in fix)nt, men: charge, and over^ 
throw him ! — ^Throw not away your fire ! — Give 
them the point of the spear, and the edge of the 
scimitar : — bismillah ! set on ! — Hurrah for Nadir !" 
and letting theme come up to where I stood, I 
clapped stirrups to my own horse, and charged 
along with them. 
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The result proved that I had calculated justly ; 
for we met the enemy halfway as he came on. 
But they hearing the shout, and descrying our 
rapid advance, became sensible of the failure of 
their own manoeuvre, and wavered accordingly: 
a check was the consequence, which at so critical 
a moment proved fatal ; for our men, thundering 
on in full career, fell amongst them with a force 
which they were imable to resist. 

But although the shock was severe, and many 
fell, the rest by no means gave way under it. 
Extricating themselves with the activity of prac- 
tised soldiers, they closed up to the right and left, 
saluting us with a flight of arrows, which failed 
not of unhorsing some among us ; and they drew 
their swords, and wielded their long spears with 
so much steadiness, that although many still went 
down under our blows, the rest maintained the 
fight with a desperation that staggered us, and 
astonished me. By the fast increasing light I 
now could remark several persons riding here and 
there amongst the thickest of the meUef encou- 
raging the Toorkomans to stand their ground, and 
dealing blows around them with an effect which 
proved them to be worthy soldiers. One of these 
champions, in particular^ conspicuous for a fine 
war-horse, and a suit of bright armour, with a 
head-piece of steel, wielded a heavy spike-headed 
mace of the old fashion of Tooraun with terrible 
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effect^ and I sought to meet and engine this war- 
rior, who appeared to be the life and strength of 
our opponents ; but the current of the fray bore 
us asunder as often as the attempt was made. 

In a Uttle while the first fury of the onset ex- 
hausted itself; and, as the light increased, the 
parties disengaging themselves, took to their car- 
bines and arrows ; and the smoke of their fire soon 
shrouded the turns and eddies of the fight as 
completely as darkness had done at first. I was 
now endeavouring to collect my people, in order 
to make a vigorous charge, when once more I 
observed the bright- armed warrior riding furiously 
onwards at the head of a dozen well-mounted 
horsemen. Calling aloud to some of those who 
were next me, I galloped forward to intercept his 
charge ; but a wreath of smoke at that moment 
rolling lazily past, enveloped us, and hid him 
from my view : nor did I see him again ; for in a 
minute or two a great cry arose among my own 
troops, and I observed the Toorkomans broken 
and scattered in every direction, pursued by the 
best mounted of our men, and leaving the ground 
behind them thickly sprinkled with dead and 
wounded. 

Our horses and men were too much worn out to 
admit of a long pursuit; so I caused the signal for 
mustering to be sounded, and set myself to look 
around me, and to view the field of battle, as .well 
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mptioft by tJie: ^cii^r^Qgi Im^^m^m^^ikt^ifei^ 
movmn&iak of ilie various bo^Uej^rof vmm jpfiK^ ^feei d 

this ^iortBey, wd cpn&timd^d iQ)F,vi^c^^9h jii|i^^ 
that for acffloe imm I cpulid 4i^tipg!^Mi^ i^l^^ ImoHf 
than the melaacholy qb^ts inu^ediat^y %TOua|i 
me- By d^reea «iy::fye qjii^htcl^fglQt^o^ 
water; we weipe aeararivepiM;^ kij^trra^/iilc^ii^ 

sight in the swdy wastf^3(7Trai^4*P*° fe$^^ 

my weary hoi^^ I M«ili^r*c^f?ft»gla ^rf: .ttiiiil^c^i 
reedy, m^rdiy rlver^ ifhicli ;Jit^:ie|^4t^ Itfiltft 
beneath a gre^ bank*. J&ut .^^bi^l^K^bj^^/^tW. 
challengedmyj€i^d$i;^#k^ wa# fVvtE$^;«|s^?##*nr; 

a scathed and xv^^g^ ix^t'-i.Mw t^^^^N^l^j^i^J^^^ 
seen in the desert, ai^ ^us iwaf^ the.ii^stinfl pi^^: 
noble one* An obscure .but; t ^i^li^ f^n^^^ 
recognition stole across my mind a^I appro^iQhed' 
it. It was the stump of a Jui^,,^^^sy€aipEifHrQ-; 
which still threw out a prc^ui^ioniof j^f4mg:§)u» 
now bright in the full rich £rejBppf^]^^.8#ii)mer 
leaves. The gush of .wa^r %>^,b|^^pe§ijl^^ sa- 
luted my ear gratefully ; the little rill was c^f^d^ 
and overgrown, with we^^4 rjB|^gy§ge<§#Q>|i, 
among which even y^<j^p^,dS;^«,%^>j|^^ 
of the vine. Thipught^^jsa^^tillbul^^^dgfJl^lJ^ 
over fn^ments oft. 8t9^^,.an4'?l>i^^J^flgi>Q«ei^c^ 
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little bit of pebUy beach^ into the lake below. I 
started, and my breath came short as I gazed 
around me* The soft pearly light of morning 
was now shed oyer the immense plain. The high 
bank of rich yerdnre on which I stood, the green 
meadows that stretched out widely before me, 
the lake, the beach, the cool delicious fountain, 
the old sycamore, I knew, I remembered them 
all: it was — yes, it was the sweet, the much* 
loved Chusmah-Jemallee, the home of my youth, 
the scene of my most blissful days and earliest 
love, of my happiest hours and most wretched 
moments; the sacred haunt of innocent childhood, 
that I had just polluted with blood and slaughter ! 
And whose was the blood? — who were the victims? 
perhaps those whose kindred had protected that 
childhood, whose bread I had eaten, and of whose 
cup I had drank, of whose race had sprung my 
dearest friend, and the wife of my bosom ! Such 
are the acts of war and conquest! Emotions 
wholly irrepressible mustered thick about my 
heart; and, almost suflTocated by their force, I threw 
myself upon the earth beside the pure stream, and 
covering my face with my hands, sought for relief 
in te&rs. 

While thus I sat absorbed in poignant emotions, 
andheedlessofthe clamour which prevailed aroimd 
me, a deep groan, like that of some one in agony, 
arose at a little distance from me* I cannot tell 
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wbyi up<>a>^ fi6]4 ,pf battfe>v^hare.hu|]4r^alay 
4ying 9^d ivou^d^ m all dir^daoQSrtb^ sou^Aof 
a groaa should hare movf^ m& f^ pQiwerf^Uy • 
perhaps it was the solitude of the place, rao^red 
ajB it was comparatively from the sceae of strife; 
perhaps it might be the effect of my own previoiis 
reSQctiQl^s and softened mood : but ao it was^ 
that I started; and, mechanicaUy ri^ing^ii^nt to 
the spot from which it issued. It was tho wanricdr in 
bright armour^ who^ wounded to d^b^b^depraiwl^ 
from the throng of the . dead^- uttrapted 4oiji}>t^ 
less by the bubbling souijbd of)thQistreapij>for he 
lay upon its very brinks only! a f^w y^irds Airther 
up its coursei and almost <;ov6redii;om!3^vr'4)y 
the rank beirbc^^. Zmpr^sed inth la £$eUng of 
regret for the f^ of one who had boroe hms#lf 
so bravelyi I stooped . to raise hi$ bead, tt^t, if 
possible, I might relieve his pain;, aji^ a^ I did so 
the fastenings of Im helmet flew opiofn, md it &11 
from his hegid. Oh, God ! shall I eireribrgelilhat 
moment?^ — ^it was the countenance ipf, Selim ;&at 
met my view ! — Yes, changed though they riiuere 
by years pf toil and misery, by tbe blpody dew in 
which ]ads eyeballs swam, and by the ^i^ing 
gripe of approaching death, Ihey were the fe^tiires 
of Sdim, the . Iriend of i^y youth, tl;^, bri^di^ of 
my affe<?tiim> Jte: gewenww pFe»mf^^^imSj9Wn 
unworthy lifei Wiho w^ dyii^ ahnost ,hy my JtiffiKul 
uponr the dep((^tetfd-h^i1b of bis fi^er'«T:i^ ! 



ADVEI9TUBEB. 363 

My hearty dteppes^ed before^ now sunk within me; 
and searc^y had I pow<^r to ftrtieulate his name. 
But^Sdhn heard it; and with the keen perception 
of ieppiroaching^ dissolution, he seemed instantly to 
cateh the tone ; for, turning his hearjr eyes upon my 
face, he faintly articulated ** Who calls ? — I should 
know that voice." — ** Oh, Selim ! Almighty God 1 
Can this indeed be thee ? — and is it thus we meet 
again-? Oh, irod ! can you not live, if but to bless 
and pardon- thy bi'other Ismael, who is the ac-^ 
cfurs^^CGluse of thy fate*?'' 

'-^^God'of tb^ faithful!'' uttered he in low and 
^edm ctecentls^ '^ L thank thee fdMr this boon : for 
thiS4dnly cMki I h^v^ wished to live; and now I 
am^oontefit tJO'die^'l <l0ai|ief, stoop downwards and 
embmo^me oned mbre t^^not against thee, dearest 
bro^r, -ean this chtoce be justly laid: it was my 
destiny ; asfd neither thou nor I could prevent it. 
But ibis deftdly thirst — oh ! give me vmter--* 
wati&r from that sweet fountain in which I have so 
often balhed my bo^h limbs when we were young 
andlil^yP 

I edtiM not attwer him, but I gave him of the cold 
stream in his oim helmet, and bathed his bloody 
brow in "Ibe l^fStediing liquid. The relief which 
4:1118 imx^ured hiltt ifevived my liopes, which*^ had 
' beettr proettfsrdisd %y his first' appearance. ^^ Dear 
S^m/" saidl/^^where are youf hurts? — God is 
]S^t^-L^^4ll«y -Aiay not be »<^se*ierei,^'---^ No, no, 
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• Al^ tbar'iD»0id^ fdl^ "icbi^ '(X\^S<x^ Mah'CHAed 

l<iB^(^ lteife0,:i»y fneiid, lamiBtfe^rf^d I jrf^btt 
come hltiter;ch«ite is otiewbMii^ mMf bnd&ftmr 

lk)Mng^>f!sidt^Aeom'j|> tt^wndoinfim bosom, il) dkUAd 

eoat6ftuall/an^i«Ii^^«d tHis%raniiefd.i]isiiti from 
iti w^ght. ' i^^>%/ it iB^ imsisik sfaot^^ dkiOote^ 

of Gk)d t^Nx^itiked I.^ill>4i*^iiU^4fi>i9x»V^ 
taf iQvk^b^^fifU kt^laifmMa^J ^^^n^kyoBbor 
coarse thtngir^ddme«bi«^ feu^ft^fidSseV^'^Ofid'tfii^ 



better ; take this/' saiei^itKia!) .iLiid^Qii;iBg>tb6:«l0th', 
I'^teroea^t tp^ >a!t)pily iit/fco tke iw<>««dedri)rpasjt of 
^luii. I Sut (nudtleniy; sepjuls^gmdi he tfimed hig 
«y«^;witb/«1^i»»^ Bftgemesft ^poA>the^ person of 
Noor (MfthoQftedv wlji^'waB, aeaisting^ m^ iol Hm <ope^ 
ration, 5^ Wlla iJidtyou say 3r--^a.ift thUsyoiing 
man/2"^?t*^'tMyi j^otbeMmlaw^ Noon SIi^chi]^, 
my^. .dealest i.Beiim J j^-itdbe ^husband of lay lister 
Hcios^fiinfii^-HBl «»t^irT8lrai%ely iband^-^f I could 
but tell you — " — " Buttellme of *iw/' «aid he 
!irithiiacc»siog^ jMmaieaiiDie^ who is he ?-r-who 
imsi-Aiai &th^r^?ffr^ Alas 1 that ^ia wha( he 
lownot tsUyfrepikid li-*' Uk^ myself^ ha was the 
duld^ df mevojr asidiiof dtajTity^^'r^^pi^sarTed whea 
|)robably^ att> huri faxxtiy< periafaed ; 'and^. like me 
ick>y he livad sQmeriyearsfia aiToorisoman tent/' ^ 
^^ Afani^^/.t<9od4'f: exclaimed; tber wouuded 
man^ H whem da^you aay he lived?" I shortly 
satisfied ibim of .aU^ that Noer Mcdnwed himself 
knew of his origiiak ^^ 06> Allah !. thy hand is in 
€hiSp'\«At^^:JSe]ku in low and solemn aecents, 
after ai pause Qfj!«eflection. ^^ Thpu bringest to- 
gether in death, ithose who in life were separated: 
^'■^QUi joioest th^> hearts and the hands of bro- 
thers : «a- ihe f^t > whi<^ gave, them life ,* — yea, 
iwhejre one of them must quickly resign it,^' 
: cHis words were to us an anigma, and J began 
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to dread'Mt a^^H)^chi]rfig d4a^tf liad' <^^ un- 
settle hid trafai. Sutit Was hbt'fecy; "^crdbibtiiit 
words/' firid'he; ^^*'but it Wtrdfe ;--^iiide as l3mi;I 
am a dyihg mail ;—behcAd the toteitr!— see !-Uo6k 
upon his anh }•— -none but thoie of oui* feimly'te^ 
ihat mark ;** arid he pomted to Nodt ^Idhoiiietfs 
arm, which, laid bare by the act' of tearfn^ "^off Hife 
clothes, permitted the head aiid heck- of a Hij/ttit 
without^ a man^* to appear, fifaely faipritlted'^im 
the skin. This mark >I had thbr^ thaii' otitie 6b^ 
served ; but Noor Mahomed himsdlf coidd givfefno 
account df how it came tiifere ; ^ftd'nirvrttmazbd'tft 
Selim^ words, he remahied silehtly giBtzirig;^*by 
turns upon thfe dying ihiiri, add thto upon -th^ 
mark on his ana. '^- ' ^-s- ' >-.;. 

*' Yed, young maii,'^Wa S^Kiu; trith afffetition- 
ate solemnity, ** look uprfn me; — fembrace for 
the first and last time youir 6W6t ' brother^h^ 
last male remnant of our on66lat^tmd flourish- 
ing family! Ismael, it is the trtldt: it was th^ 
sympathy of nature which ^otked in youWHeil 
ye loved this youth so well, for he ir the b^fbther 
of one who loved you as men seldom love, fiut 
look to the proof: — ^here--helptoTmdbtb!SSl6evb; 
— behold the counterpart of" that Very tnaik 
which stands imprinted on Tifs^ttni— Does thit 
confirm my words ?— But t^ttfe'al^^At irf lAfe 

. .. ' -.y. .nn: t-Lj jjL} Mit ^Jiii; ^I.^l::,./[v 
^ There is a breed of horses mupli jalyed 4(9png t^e TQ0r|iMm»^9 
wliich have sckrcel^ aoy loane. 
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very year before you^^ Ipn^^l^ ,FW bro)iglit to the 
teiit» of my father in tl^i3 plaee^ his infant son add 
my full brother was among other plunder carried 
off by these same Eersanees^ whose bitter ani* 
moflity ye may well remember : — that he whom ye 
call Koor «Mahomed, and who now kneels beside 
me, is that very child — ^the little Omar, my 
hearty failing as it is, declares not less than that 
token which my father^ after a custom of our tribes, 
d^d not fail to impress upon all his children. 
—But, O God! this faintness again!-— more 
wat^ !— more water ! " The energy which had sup- 
ported . him for a while now sunk as nature 
failed : we strove to cpmfort find assist the dying 
man ; we wiped the cold gathering damps from his 
forehead, and strove to stanch the blood, which 
now welled, forth iA darker but less copious bursts 
at every sob which shook his frame ; but still h^ 
spoke in broken sentences. " Ismael, — beloved 
lamael, art thou th^:e ? — and thou, Omar,~long 
lost brother, — ^be near. — Oh, I could have wished, 
— Ismael, — I fought it to the last : — ^my poor brave 
fellows I — I was their father, Ismael, — ^their only 
chief hope : — ^leave not their bodies to the wolves 
and jackals of the wilderness ; — do not let their 
bones ,wbiten neglected on this ground. — Bury 
then\^ fit^gly^ Is)^{|;|^l, 4md l^t Selim's burial 
mound, and the tree diat marks the place where 
he fies, rise beside' this- li^elWoVfed'^spot.** My 



ther^ w^ere,,|a4 tl^ou.?; Let fl^; ;%1) Aj^e-jrl^ 

coAYuJaive.^^Mclder^ thw grptd^l^^ !?M?Mj ^ 
stillnegSf 4^ h^ayy munnwpg j^oan^^cag^4i ,^ 
Jipsj the^ye grew dull ,ai^(i.glg^wif,,,'^e^jfpi^^^ 
was gone ; awi t^ lifeless cofs^, of, t^^^ ^i|ij:jyei|i[^ 
geuerpv^ Selim alone x^pa^'fpeii iujovr.?^ r 

Bitter weri^ the t^ars; yye Si^ie^ji jaj^ Jiepj^ were 
our hearts, as we perfonp^dth^^la^^ offipes 9^th^ 
faithful to the remains pf o^y .fi;iepd,^ijicl Jproth^: 
but we felt, while b^iifding;. (jyej^ .the Sjapr^d relics, 
how much the forcie of oxxf ow]^ kijndred ties had 
been strengthened by a dii&ppvery.sp painfully and 
solemnly attested. But d^ty ^qw^ demanded^ our 
immediate attention, and commanding a halt for 
some hours, I resolved at all events to perform 
the solemn promise I had silently pledged to the 
dead, and to pay the last tributes to his clay, ^ 
was meet for so brave and so noble a wa^^ior. 
We washed the body reverently in that lake 
which had so often received th^ living and active 
limbs of the joyous apd ardent boy ; and digging 
a grave near the old syqamore tr^e, we buried; it 
after the Too^]|Loman forms^ raising over it a high 
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^DUdd of earth, atid fixing thereon a fall 3()eai> 
Adft Witbad of the customary pole T^e kHaafOr 
'wWtH &e woie I tuck ilonp: with iB^ aS' % last 
iMetaiM^A — I ha^eitshll— peaccbettiMBefcrtfiTy 
t<etoaiili''-^-ft)6y rest m the des^A (hkt Rte loved 
ro 'mU, ih 'the lit^e ()f his IktUrs, ^Icfa be 
ptmrgdlilB hUod to preserve, and surt-danded bj- 
■ibe gatl&E r^Ii^t of his ^nbe, v/tAch He died m 
-Win id save ^ Oh maj' tht gobl oftfie brWe, the 
'^nilcj land tite good, find its fittmg testing-place 
'kith ttd BliWts of thejust in Paradise ^ 

Thfe''i'e(fiaJiid^i' rfUie blttin of Wli ^artiei were 
cdlte&e'^ 4iiS bbrs^k de^&fately tht TeKefas in 
^riaps aKiliiilf Ihe nio^iJ of their gallant cUef, 
oar 0*11 Wi^hiil ^Vfe^ a^ ftlittfe distance 'ftibse 
dittres teihg ^Wri*ortnerf, atid the *ortiide(f havitig 
received 6M6h ^efitl'on^ ciVfinmstani^es jt^t^tted, 
1^6 ^oih^d fttea a^d caitle V^rei^fVe^ied t>y a few 
'hours' repose , afiet which we left the scene of 
my childish ddy^, desolated and mined as it was, 
ibr ever, and took a direction calculated to bring 
6ur party ra contact with that of Hadjee Beg 
t^hUi 

It Wad n6f long before we fell in with the scouts 
of that Officer , a^tF goon after forming a junction 
with Him, ieaWied uiat^^Tiad been no less suc- 
TifesBfut 'thin dui^^fVis" tt4 liad ^llen in with 
*the eonfedemi^ "ICAdjdrs '^nd fefeehs, while 
di^nfited by tttfe Woti^^Val of iShefr reinforce- 
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mentS; had charged and discomfited them, and 
had captured some of their chiefs, who were to be 
sent as prisoners immediately to the shah's camp. 
Our business being thus concluded, there re- 
mained for us only to rejoin his majesty, which 
we did by more easy marches ; and after ascend- 
ing the hills into the Koordish states, upon the 
afternoon of the mekncMfftble 'eighth of June, 1747, 
we reached the royal army just as it was arriving 
in the vicinity of a smaU village named Futehabad, 
situated about four miles from the town of Kha- 
booshan, and where the (iamp was orderecl to be 
pitched tor the night. 
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GHAPTER XVI. 



THE CATASTROPHE. 



The shah, who upou this occasion had ad- 
vanced with so much rapidity that the royal 
paviUons had not as yet been got ready for his 
reception, was seated under a temporary semi- 
aneh,^surrounded by his chief officers and guards ; 
and, as appeared from his countenance and 
actions, in worse than ordinary humour, for al- 
ready the ground in front of the royal seat was 
sprinkled with the blood of those whose counte- 
nances had been mutilated or put to death by 
his orders ; and one or two strangled corses lay 
dragged by the heels to a side beyond the circle 
of soldiers. 

When I approached to make my obeisance and 
report, he scarce deigned to acknowledge his 
slave ; but inquired with a stem voice how many 
rebels had felt the sword of justice ? — he hoped 
it had not been spared. On Hadjee Beg Khan 
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Wd^m^ gi»flAi»aii.yjo£iiflie 

rebate oiba4r.v4u^iid, cithfe pmriskjiienlt bfafjitheii^ 

h^ rJ^dj enari |Bd lk>Q(dboi^ (had beai tbioughtt 
in tp^ wftit ,<^ j?ayal.pl6«isiire; ;he iBlqilnedseiGb agaiip^ 
sa^ff^ion,!,/^ T}ie: ghcorumsaiigiB bi iKjiofd&f it) 
s^^3afte4^i:JbM, agittBi been eatipg jfiith^^i iieLsaidf 
aa4ribe ii8f»ftt *or parcnFide them 'wittija diparf> 
sauoe.lbr t]^(»ir meedi. ^^ We efaall.hayi&afiDtlier^ 
haud^o^^ mn^r of heads here I foresee^ ", ^dded. 
he i, /;' tajftdv ttb© long beards: !ef fese) Kac^teJ vdl^t 
laiim yo«i ha?& brought; iyill add ^re^tly^&t ilisr 

beauty.";: -:: _...:. /■' ■■■■'^:' , ^i-.n'> v'-^i; -iiffr/c 

The terrible smile vhiriic0BTUked)i!athe?^i(]|^ 
^elaxedhis icktoes^asrin t^ mdeki^' 

he ottered this savage : jesfc^' « madci icnren • those- 
best; ai^cusloitaed to his exceasbsuf^nieity ^ud^t 
de? / with 4w«nkv. A ■ faipte • tbap- ndsai 'gtooni i 
broo,(|^. J>5fer: the irfidbi jassembly/. whidi -irri^^ 
tated, aned exacerbated if poasibU the devihshill 
humour iof jtbe^:shah| aud lie soughit to vent it ^ 
in increased and extraordinary vatr-ocifics;- W^ 
truths tba coodiict and demtenfoitr^ of'lfadkitih 
this eventftil eviemng betrayed . art outteDtydis^* 
temperied zmnd. And if evee &]d> uncdndcioas 
indications of a^noacbiog fate: arfr to be traced > 
in the yet living ta^d secure w^n, they were 
written. on th^ asgnect 'ajud deportment of the 
shah this fatpi day« : . , . ,r- xav/^^ : ri( ? • 
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;iHid vCouDlpenmscie^ enoeti^sq^ ^i^etiely » coiipr{)osed 
aodinofale in^iit^^'GiqE^e^tfbny^ bad^'^tong' ere^hisy 
fltHn^tfaeh^bbimbindidgetice of:eitit^aMdn^4E!C^. 
tmctedjB. awviagSifrowa^ which weighed ,tl{^ the 
s|)iri^ o€7 behpldersi; whfle> the 4^P^^<^^' iHiefi 
OD cbeek/iaad -bfow^ prevailoigt ^ven dter in?^ 
creased J. corpiientcsff e^inced^ the ccmfitant load 
of jealoua care^'and jiusrprcioQd ha^ed ^hich 
embitteFed ahd'iTenkled in his mind. On this 
evening; 4he8e'4)eculiarities <>f appeaflinee were 
fearfidlfid3ioire»3edr;4r'his^swarthy cheek was tinged 
with iivid'ij^Uoiri; the furuaws xm his brow were 
ominously dark ; his eye, roUing in its orbit^ 
expressed ^diereitlefia feV^: e{ his' mind^ no less 
tbasL •. thei Qonrulsiye -. moveinents • oi iiis features^ 
and .bis i quicky : stai:tting changes of attitude"^ 
did ihe^ conrespondmg uneasiness o£ his frame. 
Rapidly tod AuspioiDusly did his glanee flit over 
the persons and. countenances of his nj&^deH, as 
if his. soul, sought for a resting-place^^-^a si^^e- 
spot on which it coald repose in confidence; but 
the search was vain^. - > 

Thedutbar of JSadirfaad for a long time past 
been a ^cene. of igloom and constraint ; for no one 
could iell whether he might be one moment safe 
from the effects of ^a jiudden ebullition of ill 
humourj; nor what might be the conduct most 
likely to secure hinii. Thus all for the most part 
stood silent and downcast, awaiting the address of 
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their s6verei^ mlih^ ia: tetror^ihan infaope; and 
though an occasional' &ee(aMlB remark £rom his 
majesty might {aroye the signal for mitth and 
laughter, it was a merriment so obviously fcx^oed 
and constrained, as net even to deceive the rear 
for which it was designed^--a failure which istill 
served to increase the very evil in which that con- 
straint had originated. ' > ^'' 

But remarkable as was at all times the pai|i&l 
formality of the royal durbar, e^ douUe weight, of 
gloom seemed to brood over it <m this i^ghti ai)d 
in the ilM>ody and suUen expressaon^^ of the offi- 
cers and chiefe who were assembled round the 
throne an attentive observes might have remairked 
symptoms of extraordinary uaeasiness^ Furtive 
glances were cast around at one another, and the 
irresolute yet sigmficant interchange of looks 
betokened the consciousness of some terrible im- 
pending purposey which each sought, yet dreaded 
to read in the countenance of his neighbour. 

So passed the time until the durbar was broken 
up, when the shah retired within the wall of 
serpurdehs which inclosed his pavilions,; and the 
chiefs and officers quitted the sahn before the 
audience-tent. StUl they did not retire to tiseir 
quarters, but congregated in' gaoups, and con- 
tinued in earnest ccmvfflrsaUoix f «ndit was after- 
wards remarked that the officers ,and' ohieft, of 
Iraun gathered themselves together in parties 



ABYfiKfTUBBS. 37$ 

9ii^inct from tbbse of ihe^ Ooribecka, the Toorko- 
tnansy and the Ai^aahs, "vrbo on their side 
maintltined tbe same mle, and had their cum 
separate congultations. . 

Hiese ominous appearances in the demeanour 
of the shah aad of his coi^rt were not without sitf* 
ficient cause* By the time die king arrived at 
Mushed the partial disturbances of the kingdom 
had increased to an almost general revolt ; aiid to 
complete the series of distracting intelligence, 
which daily poured in upcm the royal ear, tidings 
at length arrived that Allee Koolee Khan, the 
fitvoured nephew of the shah, into whose hands 
he had entrusted so much power, had joined the 
rebeb of Sei^tan a»d Herit^ whom he had been 
sent to reduce ; and was now publicly in arms 
against his uncle and bis sovereign. In &ct, 
Allee Koolee Khsm, who had long watched the 
frantic conduct of the king, and who had con* 
vinced himself that the only way to stop the efiu- 
sion of blood throughout the empire^ and to 
restore it in sotne degree to tranquillity, was to 
deprive him of the sovereignty, had not only 
tieiken piart with the rebels, but, as the king himself 
had anticipated, had actually entered into cor- 
respondence with Tkahmaseb Khan, in hopes of 
BGtvtTing that officer Si' assistance in tbe develope- 
meitt of his plans;' The'negdtiati<m at first sue- 
^bMi^ ; but Iribether Thahmaseb Khan found 
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of ihis^^t^idi^ '«9'^^U«i^i^^>\vlil^^4ii^a ^^S^f^^mki 

order '^ Afi^>%b0f^ 'fih^^.^^ *m»^)Mmi^^m^ 

stroke to the firmness, and even^tS^ fliS'Wft&B/ 

filled "#44^ Wfid^^i^deit^ c^ev^B^' 

Si§«istfe^^'d0^tle^ tkH^^a ev^ik %^ &f 4mnf^,^^W 
d«^tefa^^^S' fi€y> ]^ l(|6i6«^nx^flg 

d^, tod M^ ti^edsBi^ 6f g^^di$Uvef>/>h^ hmi 
pi^dHsly- #atis^itedi ' -"He ikten «iadiB-sy&tenati<6 

career ; and assuredly tKe history of thfe^%<Srtd 
niig&t <]&^'«ekkhed m^a&^fef^a'j^fkfiel %o €h^§^o- 

> P€i*5«tly tt#ar^' ^^^ifie'^rerAB' icBsgwit wfaiell 
Md coiidiiel kafd etigeiidet^^ti'^'l^ ibii^d^ ^ th4f 
Per^«^ pe6]$le; ;6t8 Iv^l^&s^ifM'^Hi]^; lie^ ootfldf 
fid'ltAiger^fcf^I'^ ib^ fii^ dbtifiMfetk!^ «vfhic^ 1i€r 
wab <!dnseMu^ of '%avii^i<bi«^^ 
qu^nlly H^hM f€^%ofer^^fi«i(^i^%^ 
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c^oasj^j^^Hi,^, bft^J^iip^cerB a»d^cw, he stroiwe 
to attach, both by presents and promises, to bigr 
i^^^f^^ ^ ^.¥0W i:«so}yed tOfputtbe^ ze^l to 

,,,^!^i^e^yil^ ei^retljrl^ ehieft of: tfe^e vikrio^iwi 
ti^K^)^ yjl^ 4M^96$l to thepii ms bonibk plot,' 
W^ic^Wft^i. tba^ >at a p$urtieular time,, wbeu- the 
]^§FBifinj:kKK>pi| 9iM>!uM- be^ off their gt»u:d, these 
Qoebecj^^ : ; A<%b£up§i . cmd^ Toorkoman^,, should; 
0^ a^giy/eQ e^pali i:a$^;35yoQrdHnrband iipoa.thete^ 
and .(?^. :diei^hole to pieces ; after which he piio-* 
^^^e4 :U>)}f\^^ ithem ^th honours^ and dismiss 
them to.their,ownthpmes J; while be, tined d the 
WKirld an^Lits yjUUaiii^s, would retire with a chps^i 
b^^d^of fioUowersr a»d end his days in the fortress 

Tb^U;;!^ project :«o monstrous should ever haye 
been ^peeiye^ by the mind of man, may at ^rst 
afjpear impo^^ibl^, B^it when we call to mind the 
diseased aiid' sbtltt^red condition of ]!fadir'a intel- 
lepta,. the incredibility will disappear. And al* 
though it ^gh^ b^ a, difficult thing to produce 
palpable and undeiu^^ble evidence of the fact, be*' 
Q^us? jevery jukli^dual concerned in maturing the 
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its eaceeu|ioii|>has^i]i«e h^eiamvo^^^^d^Tp^A^^ 
landi stili ftssurance thai sucj^i ra, plott§.)6§|f^4i. 
rests upon authority which can scarc/ely^ li^t 
doubtecLi Suth, at all events^ wa^s il^&f^ijfif^ 
lief of every ofae with. wh<»n I han^ oosoifj^xufA pl^r 
the subject* For my own pajrti, duty d§|^fkiiie|i,|]|e^ 
happily «i a xlifitaooe^ while the ^ii^gilij^a^iiM??^:^ : 
gues of this critical p^^ripd wer^ ii^ pr(ice^§^i:^r^. 
ganization; nor did I?etttfpi<til|i t^y/were^upw 
the eve of completion*. - h ■ j < ' •■/< - / t. f < ; j m o t 

It was by the »iercy of IRr^wteiM^ft^rtl^^lt^: 
atrocious plot wiMS discovered. /,RefK>r^>4i'£rfif>^ 
the mode; but it waS: said^ tha^ la cpD^^)j^ia)tiQnL 
between two chieft coiH2enie<jL in ito, ^^eci^tipay 
and d^ailing sosnep^rt^cul^rs oww<Ae^;yff(^[\^ 
was accidentally overheaiyl- by fa Georgia^ ^UFe,, 
who instantly conveyed ihe information, to some |of 
the principal Persian officers«> Probably the com- 
munication only hastened a» catastixi^he wbicfar' 
had for some time been in contemplation* . .',,.■ 

That AUee Koolee Khan, the shah's jaefihew> 
was- already at this time in coixespojtdence, with 
several of the nobles at coprt, iupoa the subjectn^ 
removing their cruel mastei? by. assas^ina^ioni,4^ 
not denied, even by himself :-rT^at. the.plof }^ 
attained some consistes^^e^vilPd; was imfffaii}^, 
forced into maturity i (by *thi^.4k^v^, .iifjig^ 
equally certaiA, Of'H^ .^^m^^^Ju^^^^Vf^^ 
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Saleh Khan, t^nd Mahomed iKoolee IShsLU, bdUi 
chiefs of 4h6 kmg'B aw» tribe> ^nd one of them in' 
immediate command of the body^giiard^ were 
the principal, and with these were associated 
Mfl^omed Khan of Erivan, Moossa Beg Taremee, 
and Koacfa^ Beg of the Gondoozloo tribe, to- 
ge^er mth a certain number of soldiers of the 
body-guard itsdf, who treacherously scrupled not 
to betray the mcmsi'ch whom they had sw(mi to 
protect ! — ^Agaili, I thank the Almighty, that this 
foul plot was not made known to me : — ittever 
should I have agreed to betray vky imfortuniite 
master : and yet how on the other hand could I have 
consented • to the scenes of blood <uid slaughter 
which his coiltinued existence must have caused ; 
and which sooner or later must have terminated 
in his own violerit death ? 

It^#as on the velpy day befom my arrival in 
camp at Futehabad that this conspiracy had been 
finally concluded. — On tins very night, on the 
other hand, and in tihris very place, faad^the ruth- 
less shah resolved to complete his horrible pro- 
ject, and massacre all the Persians in camp,-^-my 
friends and brothers in arms, myself doubtless 
among them. But the term of the hero's and the 
tyrant^s destiny wias xsompleted t-^die measure of 
his' ^ii 'was full; atid €tod'WxHild not permit the 
i&^BM^yi^iiifitdifikmsti^ ami^. ^ ^ 
'^^^'obs^r'^liMd^, ev^i^^ough totally tm- 



380 T|j^ f ^f litN. 

positicmp t aft iUl mF^^ r^V(^^m^mS^i^^f^^ 
forded wattejr.iOf surprise^ fiii4^eir^n;^r»^^ 
fcH* the tooopft iffiimfjyu^,]^ ar«^iuid{t^ iPQS^albqbAifS 
t^ were pruicipaUsr O^h^ifiS^ui^fkAejiii^nsli^ 
ghaims ftud Tooikomahs oee^p^ 0i|e>ti{^!^^9drt; 
of the slopet lipoa ?rf^ich th^-.c^i^g.wt|Sripiteh^v 
in such a manner; that the -divie^Q^^PfSsj^ijediilO^^ 
the, Persian trpopa^OBl^, m ieas»..^Crlf»j»^K*r, 
lie inclosed hetwae^i vtwo fines^ ItiWml^^&^wieA 
that the ,Toork(;«a^^. and A%h&wd s^erar i(nb«< 
served whettii^ tb^r sciaiita^ I^coordi^^ 
custom before an 4<}tioi^ ;i afs4rthis mGHmatgaait^ 
did not escape th^^bsep?^on<i(^ Ihf^s^iwho kaew^ 
what was' in eontemfda^ion^ i : : ; .;f <■ r;? n i 

Notwithstanding^ the.^ark itfaa^l^nA land f jealous^ 
alarms, which rendorei^ the ^mp^no imapt aioeiU^ 
tud^ of a mioe aWot to be ^(^upg, the niigbtf^uidEi. 
down, in tranquiUUy and aiL^»ce} >Bor> coijdd. n^ 
strangi^r have imagined that a c^da^i^phei m^ 
volviog the &te o£ a great emfMie and ^ ^many 
thousand human lives, was cm the eve, «ajr;, i4 
the very moment of. QCcuFFeQce»''! Fatigued ^irlth 
the sustained exertie«is and iagiti^ng..iji^deiite.>9|r 
the late exp^tion, I had reticed to ire^^ and wM^ 
enjoying a profound .repoee^.iKhqn oo^'^t my m9Sl^\ 
attached followers, a«d guasds m^ .tiato tbe.'>ti^i«^ • 
and hastily aroittsiMl me. — ^* Aiisei anae^^ my^lord)'^ 



eM^hf^fy^^t^^^^f WW^^tttM^' atfd #ild <h4e^ 
d««y|<dai«ltikliteqai^?6c«ih^§P«^ Quarters." 

Ster&i^u^a^%a^' i^tifein^ ^^If,^ ^ t& ' thite^ off 

MbfcoMi^,3fel4dlaitf&!g',^^^ h^^ WeH^rfeaehed tM 

*ah'3b^bfe«^'afiNii^«ferfed!''^--'''^ ,';j''.un"' .. -i- 
jEfl^«;ifttl^<tolrd^ by .fli^ bea-er tlieri<idtt bT suett 

vtAA soid'a ftnrdbth^, ^bM dUtebhi^ lip my anilEi^ 
raik^ irttferiJci6*)'>MiffiidltiM^i;oWaTa^^^^^ toya! pfc^- 
vitoftteifrKtttftblits ^ wteftT. hs^d' l^iv startled by tfie 
sa«Mi4ifdtitit)^^kikottp%^1^^^^ E^r^taiihg frdm' 
sundry quarters in this^tdii^ecHdnj'-arid^ Mttoecfi; 
M'gh»imb/^5'odftdMAni/^bild^^(5<>zb^cfa, all ran 
thwhfef ii$^tt«iittgli^^^%to^ teftla^h the truth; It 
wtwB^ «;fterWatdfl <i5ftti€^bered ^hot aW the latter 
tibopd ifi^i'e fully ^>ft^ed7 It tivettm^teAce whicfr 
cdltob<^t^*^ih€i belief ^geftttrally eiitertain^ df 
tl|e^4mdi»d^^^^na»^ ^of Sie Persittn tiroapa on 
tli4sj^i«^i6^ti^^fi' no r:/-. ,r>--.-.: .....'- . 

li fiigfbt^ -th^i rcy^'^^vifiW the eonftisiofa' -was* 
al*e«i)dfy'^4eoto(totfe;^iii^*<6^^^ s^ were torti 

doi9ftil4ii^nM;f ^lae<6^^'^ ittii^ief^o^^^tidbtisifirere 
rt)di^f(^Jhi«»d^<o«t^'^^d'^U^s^^ execra- 

tidm)w%|i^ b<e^nllJ^^iliMy£^>«llem^lv^ be heard. 
Fol»1ftiii(#itiii«t^><l^i%ynT^#^#^^ tfhftt had 
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happened remdned uiiaQswei«d;:'9iklrwekQew^ 
what to tiiink, for it W9S not tbe first alaffarcf 
the kind which had proved groundlesi^ alAoagk 
never before had appearances been so alanmng.< ' 
At last observing Moossa Beg, anofficer of ^ 
guard, passing hastily by, although ignorant ai tike 
time of his great share in the business, I stopped 
and entreated him to tell the truth. *^ Know ye 
not of it?'' replied he, '^ iumaum shoud! it is all 
over !— the bloody tyrant is dead !"— ** Punah^be- 
khodahl can it be?*' — "It is trtte.--<>Mahdiii6cl 
Saleh Khan Affshar and the kussukchee bmihle^ 
forced their way in not an hour ago, kiUed- Ibe 
eunuch of the guard, at the entrance of tiie rieiej^ 
ing tent, cut down some women, and other 
eunuchs, who were moving about, and So«:^i for 
the shah ; but he, probably awak^ied and aktined 
by the noise, could not immediately be fbund. 
They caught a sight of him at last by the light df 
a small chiraugh, and rushed towards him. ' But 
by that thne he was on hin guard, and wfaiyb 
loudly caHing on his own guards, actually stjimek 
down two of the gholamns who followed ^utl, befoHb 
a blow from Mahomed Saleh disal)led Uni m 
some degree, and convinced him of ou!r ^bnd; 
A fearful scuffle ensued. The shah, at last tti]^ped 
up I beUeve by a tent ropey {ica in the scuffld he 
sou^t t» escape from Ithe tMt, and 1re'fe»td by 
that time got to its outside,)-fell, and eried^ut for 
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tiie])e3f^4>rwliamgSiaiqi^^ to all 

^QCfBbedt^irf^ Merdy^ ^rrant !'^ said Saleh Kiktxi, 
i^ynljdgijatjimtiki^^ : '' ycm never knew 

wh^tiiiimiB, mdA you shall not now/' Thb blow 
IvftS} mortti^ bul he received many more wounds 
befcne TiviBd 'Mft him; and then .Mahomed Saleh 
QOTfesed the head from the body." 
y/ ^f. And were yo» then one of them, Moossa ?" ex- 
^l^im9d I^ ^ataiiten with horror and with pity : 
'^cS^)fl»€«' bfficer l-*^^*^ confidential officer of his own 
Ig^wdiW*^" What wBis to be done V responded 
llfoiMa >£fe^ ^f it Mras come to the point with a 
7i^|ig99tlQl^— iit was he or msy us I should say. 
^^^bCf €K waa the room for hesitation? — ^besides, I 
lu^dthe^ordexs^of AileeKoolee Khan«'' 

* WhMe thttse vMNrds were passing hastily between 
U9j jMUbotnfid Sxipl^e Khan himself came hurriedly 
^^..hi^ clpthes sprinkled with blood, and his 
dirawja sword in his hand. '^ If ye desire to live 
^Itmoiroi^^'' said he, ^^ do not stand hare gazing 
91^ 8i)biplps<i pipI(iKtt, but fly every man to his 
qu^r^r^^fgdidrjdefeDd bi^ own. The Oozbecks and 
Tpoifeow^i**: ac*>:upon us already ; — let the 
bauipp^st^teid^to i;t*f' And in truth the tumult 
w^:^t Ahid^eniog ai»d swellings and swords were 
il^c^^llgmi^ mmfeelrsht){s w^»^ drop^mig here and 
tbpj^ii'3ph^i;^rQftt) Y^svsoon repeated in other 
q^arfe^tif tb^. cMdp.i.iThe cboute rose into a 
c(m|ipu^iy€Jluo^linE^iottS'isouiBds ; the musket 
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peals increased to a continued ra^le. The ga^ 
thering oies of each troop and ckn were keard 
above the tumult. '^ Affshars ! Beyaute ! JaUojren ! 
Koords ! to your arms ! Hah, Gholaumee ! keep 
your ground ! The rascally ToorkomasM and 
Affghauns are upon us :" — ^and soldiers were fast 
running about to find their comrades or officers. 

It was full time to think of defence ; for the 
ToorkomanSy finding the camp alarmed, and seeing 
their hopes of plunder and carnage likely to be 
defeated, and doubtii^, or pretending to doubt, 
the rumours that were now spreading fast, of the 
shah's death, assailed the Persian troops in sereral 
quarters; while Ahmed Khan Abdallee, an of- 
ficer of late high in the favour and confidence of 
Nadir, made a decided and furious attack with his 
Affgauns and some Oozbecks upon the Afishars 
of the guard. But the Affshars, a steady well- 
disciplined body, were too much experienced in 
their duty to be easily surprised ; and being the 
stoutest soldiers in the army, they not only resisted, 
but repelled their assailants with more loss than 
they themselves sustained. Fires, the invariable 
attendants upon a tumult, began to arise ; tents 
fell, horses and other animals broke loose, and ran 
wildly and terrified about. To preserve Kfe, and 
secure as much plunder as possible from the wreck 
of aflBadrs, was all that men now thought of. Thus 
passed this terrible night; another like which 
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would duffice.:to tiuorLvibfidark hair ol youth ta 
silver, andbto wiiher4h&^ strength •oi^AiaiBure years 
toti^e-imibfedlitjfjofage*-*^^^'-^ . 

-The BHsrakig dawned upon a speetade ofx^on-^ 
fuai^iy pillage> and bloodshed^ which the mind 
cannot imagine, nor the pen describe ; and which/ 
from-^being so sudden and totally unexpected, was 
the m<»e striking and appallii^. Of the lofty and 
magatficent pavilions of the shah, scarce a vestige 
remained, except* the torn serpurdehs and wall^ 
which lay scattered about, with a part of one of 
the' harem tents still hanging upon its broken 
pole^o. 'Of those belonging to the chief officers of 
the army, most were in a similar condition, ex-< 
cept in those quarters where the inmates, being on* 
their guard, had m»nfuUy resisted their assailants ; 
and anumg these was that of the Affshars; The 
lines and streets betiv^en the tents were encum- 
bered with dead bodies ; which, to the amount of 
many thousands, lay strewed throughout the camp* 
The smoke of the dying fires still fainliy rose 
upwards; and fragments of pillaged goods were 
thickly scattered over the whole ground. Among 
this hideous scene swarmed thousands of fierce 
and armed men, still thirsting for each other's 
lives ; still threatening their former comrades with 
the arms which, till now, had been wielded in 
each other's defence. Such was this awful trans- 
mutation j tt single night — nay, a few hours, had 
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reduced the well-ordered aiTangement and admi- 
rable organization of the camp to this frightful 
condition. On the life of a single man hung all 
this mighty change. The brilliant hour of summer 
sunshine, succeeded by the wildest storm of winter, 
affords not an adequate image of its horrors. It 
was like the day of eternal doom succeeding to 
the joys of Paradise. 

The increasing light of day, however, appeared 
to calm, in some measure, and to restore to reason 
the sundry furious factions, who, having tried their 
strength in the medley of a night encounter, and 
having found that little was to be gained, while 
much was to be lost by further violence, now drew 
off to parley and negotiate. But while each party 
stood thus on guard, surlily glaring on each other 
like lions breathing from a $rst encounter, and 
eyeing the strength and preparation of their respec- 
tive adversaries before recommencing the combat, 
a cry of inquiry arose of, ^' where is the body of 
the shah? — is he in reality dead?" And the 
Toorkomans and Affghauns, upon whom the blow 
could not fail of falling with most severity, were 
the loudest in calling out for satisfaction upon this 
important point. 

The principal leaders of each corps were now 
called upon in a tumultuous manner to stand for- 
ward, and proceeded at the common voice to 
search for the corse. It was found after a while^ 
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lying half naked upon the ground, among the 
ruins of the harem pavilion : the only living thing 
near it was an old v^roman, who sat lamenting 
over the severed head. At sight of these bloody 
tokens, which were instantly brought forth and 
produced to the foreign troops, who soon assem- 
bled in their respective corps, a mist seemed to 
fall from their eyes. They now felt palpably, 
what before they had. not perceived, that their 
power had passed away, and with it their security; 
that the spell which had incorporated them, and 
identified them vrith the sons and the soldiers of 
another land, and almost given it into their pos- 
session, was for ever broken ; and that they now 
stood alone, unsupported, among those who had 
ceased to be their comrades and friends. 

At once, Toorkomans, Affghaims, and Ooz- 
becks, were panic struck, hung their heads, and 
slunk away confounded. Ahmed Khan Abdallee 
in that same hour, mustering together the forces 
of his countrymen, and hastily loading themselves 
with such plunder as they had collected, withdrew 
by the road to Kandahar. The Oozbecks and 
Toorkomans quitted the field with full as much 
celerity, but less order, and retired towards their 
own countries, pillaging and plundering as they 
went. The greater part of the Persian troops, 
Georgians, Lesghees, Buchtiarees, men of Azer- 
bijaun, of Pars, Ir&k, and other quai^rs, dispersed. 
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loaded with whatever spoil they could secure, to 
seek their several homes ; if haply any such re* 
mained to men who, for so many years, had known 
no abode but the camp, no country but that which 
at the moment they were led to conquer. 
' Before noon of the following day nine-tenths 
of that mighty host, which had subdued the whole 
of Persia, Affghanistan, and India, Bockhara, 
Balkh, and Khaurezm, — ^which had quelled the 
insolence of the Osmanlees, and bridled the am- 
bition of the northern Czars, — ^had dispersed like 
yellow leaves before the breath of winter — had 
melted like hoar-frost when the sun breaks forth 
and drinks it up ; and with it the magnificent em- 
pire which it had formed and upheld, crumbled in 
a moment into dust ! 

The Affshars, Koords, and Jalloyers, natives of 
the place where the catastrophe took place, alone 
remained upon the ground ; and they, quickly 
gathering together the wreck of the camp, de- 
parted on the following day. Some, desirous to 
watch the consequences of this sudden event, 
retired to their villages or mountains : others 
marched oflP in a body at once to meet with Allee 
Koolee Khan, to whom a confidential messenger 
was despatched by the conspirators, in charge of 
the shah's head. It is worthy of remark that this 
head, though so carefully sent, never reached the 
hands for which it was intended : it was actually 
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lost or stolen by the way. But murders were so 
common, and carcasses of the dead so abundant, 
that the messenger found no difficulty in replacing 
the true head by that of some other person, suffix 
ciently resembling the deceased king to impose 
upon his nephew; a measure important to save 
his credit, perhaps his own head. 

Of the prodigious treasure and riches which, in 
spite of all that had been sent to Kelaat, the 
shah's tents must have contained^ no account was 
ever heard, although the' celebrated peacock 
throne, the no less splendid and remarkable pa- 
viUon of pearls, and fine sets of horse furniture, 
set and mounted with jewels of prodigious value, 
were known to have been among the royal bag- 
gage, together with an infinite quantity of other 
precious commodities. When the confusion com- 
menced, the neighbouring peasantry came down, 
and mingled themselves among the soldiers ; and, 
avoiding the fray as much as they could, plunged 
into the royal quarters, and appropriated no small 
share of the booty. 

For myself, stunned as I was by this over- 
whelming calamity, what course remained for me 
to take ? For more than twenty years had the 
camp been my home : its duties, its occupations, 
my pride and my deUght. I had witnessed this 
gallant army in its rise and progress to the matu- 
rity of that perfection which astonished all the 
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east, and made its soldiers as creatures of another 
world. My own eyes had seen that glorious army 
destroyed, dispersed, annihilated; as a bubble 
that sparkles in the light, and then bursts into 
nothing; — as a mist of the morning, which melts 
before the rising sim, and is seen no more. Nor 
was this eflPected by the slow wasting hand of 
disease, the gradual operation of political events, 
nor even by the swift sword of a more fortunate 
foe. They were withered by the poisonous work- 
ings of accursed treason: the suicidal frenzy of 
intestine jealousy smote them in their pride. I 
had witnessed the dismal spectacle of old and 
well-tried comrades turning their swords against 
each other; and had been forced to defend my 
person against the blows of those by whose side I 
had so oflen fought Uke a brother. All now were 
slain or fled : the chain which had bound us was 
broken; the spell that formed the enchantment 
of our lives was dissolved ; the pageant had faded 
away ! 

Heart-stricken and full of grief, as much for a 
master, whom, in spite of all his faults, I still ve- 
nerated and loved, as for friends and comrades 
lost, and the bright visions of existence thus cruelly 
dispelled, I mustered together my dependants and 
followers, and accompanied by Noor Mahomed 
with his adherents, took the way to my government 
of Karaboulagh ; there, like many of the servants 



